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Comments
A history of the relation of geology during the first 110 years of the U.S. Geological Survey to the
development of public-land, Federal-science, and mapping policies and the development of mineral
resources in the United States

Abstract:
The United States Geological Survey was established on March 3, 1879, just a few hours before the mandatory close of the final
session of the 45th Congress, when President Rutherford B. Hayes signed the bill appropriating money for sundry civil expenses of the
Federal Government for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1879. The sundry civil expenses bill included a brief section establishing a
new agency, the United States Geological Survey, placing it in the Department of the Interior, and charging it with a unique
combination of responsibilities: 'classification of the public lands  and examination of the geological structure  mineral resources  and
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