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“are is 2 status report recardinc the processing of the retrospective end
crospective asbestos literature.

w2 understand that the need to process the asbestecs literature is not
rzrceived to be greater than the need to process tne other literature that

o

gather or have on hand. Cconseguently, the Division is not giving szecial
criority to asbestos articles, except for those that are designated for
righ priority processing.

Tnere are certain differences in the manner in which we must handle the
vzirospective asbestos literature in connection with the gathering and the
tibliographic cleanup of these articles. Bu* with regard to the assignment
c® classification codes using the expanded classification system, the use
¢’ these codes and title words Tor retrieval, and other routine processing,
zztestes articles are being handled in the same manner as are non-ashbestos
a=ticles.
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It is anticipat@dafhat clessification of the entire bzcklog of 15,050 articles
in the Preliminary Data Gase, which includes the rezrsspective asbestos
articies, will be completed in approxinziely one vezr. The title word search
capability should be operahle within a ranth. Rich priority articles wil)
continue to be expedited and fully processed.

Cur overall goal is to ensure that the m2st useful zrticles will be fully
proceszsed; other articles «i11 receive 2 lower level of processing and will

te retrievable by title words and by the expanded clezsification system.

Thus, all articles, whether processed fuily or 2zt a lewer level, will have

been "completely processed”; i.e.. they will hzve teen processed as completely
as is necessary at this tire. Consezuently, comolezaly processed articles

no longer need to be considered as part cof the “bacrleg”, If interest

cecomes focused on a given collection of articles, such as the ashestos
literature, eny of these that previously had reczived a lower level of
Frocessing could become a candidate for <uyll Precessing.

Piease call me if you have any questions whatsoever,
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Processing of the Fatrospective Asbestos Litergture

k.

Coliection

Collection of the outstanding asbestos articies citef in the bibliographies
supplied by the attorneys will be completed by agsororirately May 31, tere
than 3,100 articles will have been obtained by tren.

Citations for articles that are not able to te citeirad will be purged
from the Prelininery Data Sase. These include urzupiished paners, cut-of-
print terttocks, perphlets, persgnel communicaticns, —ction pictures,
slide presentatigns, incomplete citations, etc. Unochtzinable citations

wilil not be cross-referenced to the scurce bibliccrasny or to the Division's

central author file. However, a list cf all purced {unsttainable) citations
will be avzilable on reguest.

A subcontractor will be seiected within 30 de.: t2 %e3in work on the
identification of the estimated 1,000 to 2,007 other zrticles on ashbestos
that may exist in the e:zrlier published 1iterzturs. Zollszsction and
processing of these articles will depend on their nurcer and availability.

Selection &nd Assigninent of Processinc Priority

All articies thet are obtained will be deemed to e szlected for processing;

i.e., will not be purged from the Preliminary Datz Ze:ze.

High priorithxartic1es will be expedited &nd fuli: -ricested. A high
priority asbestes article has been cefined as one t-&- c2&ls with either
any form of lung cancer {nct mesothelioma) and/or srz.ing. t is estirated
that there zre cnly eoproximately 2C0 high priorizy articlies in this
collection. Seventy of these were published in t-e ezrlier literature,

40 appeared in obscuie English and foreign languaze izurnals and 90 are
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from texts and symposia. Thus, high priority articles as defined here
have been selected and processed routinely over the years uncer Sectigns I.
and II. of the Scope of Coverage.

-

Articles that are not assigned nigh priority status will not e fully
processed, but will be retrieva-le by classifica*ion codes and by title
words. These articles could become candidates for fui) processing at

a later cate, depending on the needs and priorities of the—industry.

Classification

The classification syster for dacurents that are in the Pretinminary Data
Ease has been revised and expanced to include 437 topical end 20 nen-
topical classification coces (refer %o attachad exhibit). This expanded
classification system will imrrove substantially the retrievability of

these documents.

Use of the new classification system was implerented on a prospective basis
earlier this year, and develcoment and testint of the necessary software
was completed in mid-April.  The entire syster is now operatignatl,

There are currently 15,050 docurents in the Praliminary Data Base to be
ciassified, including the retrospective asbestos articles. Classification
of alt documients in the Freliminary Data Base is scheduled to be completed
during the first calendar quarter of 1021,

Title Word Search

The title word search capability will serve as an adjuﬂct to the expanded
classificatioh system and will improve substantially the retrievability
of documents in the Preliminary Data Base.

Document titles curreatly are stored in the data Sase, but are available
only for search output display. Structuring of the data base to allow
searches of title words will be accomplished by mschanical rmeans. Devel-
opment of the necessary software is now in process, and we expect the

system teo be opereticral oy the znd of May 1820
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Citliographic Cleanup

he numerous- asbestos bibliographies received from tre Yawyers were in
need of extensive bibliographic cleanup, which bzs rot yet been completed.
This task will ée accomplished in concert with tr~e classification proces:.
Fdditional §?é?% has been hired to accomplish thzse tasks and also to
reduce the Terge backlogs of routine articles thzt erist at the Tibrary/
bibliography/accessioning stations. A1l this work is excected to be
cepleted by the second calendar quarter of 1981. ]

F. Cross-Referencing fccession liumbers to Source Bizliocraphies

“he citations in the Johns-Manville and Asbestos Defense Counsel biblig-
graphies will be cross-referenced to the Division's cocument accession
ruvbers., Each accession numher will be added maruglly, to a copy of the
biblicgrephies, in the rargin next to the aporopriate citation. This
cross-reference information can be added to the cata basels) for retrieval
and display at a later date.

Processing of the Prospective Asbestos Literature

Prospective articles that deal with asbestos will be selected and processed

in the same general manrer &s are the retrospective zsbestos articles.

Articles that deal with asbestos, that are encountered in our scanning of
currently received primary and secondary sources, will be selected for inciusion
in the System. Such arzicles that deal with lung cancer (nct mesothelioma)
and/or smoking will be assigned high priority and will be fully processed,

Other zsbestos articles will not be fully processed, sxcest for such articles
that werrant full processing because of their content without regard to asbestos.

Section III.of the Scope of Coverage, dealing with asbestas, specifically
excludes certain articles. Our experience has shown tnhat there are approx-
imately only 100 such articles per year, so Tong as we do not materially

expand our current journal rzceipts to include the chemical, engineering or
rianutacturing literature. Consecuently, we will continue to select and include
in the System all asbestos articles identified at scenning because it is less
expensive and more efficient to do so. These articles will not be fully
oroczssed and will be retrievable by clessification codes and by title words.
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