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August 4, 1877

Edwin J. Jacsh, Esquize
Messrs. Jacch & Medinger
1270 Avanue of the Azaricas
Rockefeller Center

New Yozk, New York 10020

Deaxr Ed:

Pursuant to your request in a letter %o Horace Rornmegay dated
apzil 1, 1577, I ax enclosing =y analysis of Jain's paper on cigarettie
sooking, oral contzaceptives and myccardfal infarctiom. I hope you c2a
appreciats the reasdas for the long delay in my response. It has Lbeen
very difficult, during the-past few menths, &5 spend moze than a few hours
at any one tizs on this pzoject. As you well know, adequats cesearch canzot
be done thls way. :

What T have done, in bits and pieces, is to TeconstIutet alzost all of
Jaia's calculations that are ralevant £ ponfatal myecardial infarctien.
I have not been able £o figure out how he applied Fisher's exact tast, O
why he chose £ apply +his statistical tast to selective crovpings of
the data. Eis arxithmetic appears to be corTsct. Nonetheless, his intax-
pretation and {nferencas concerning, what he calls, rrelative risks,”
cay be specious. .

The principal souzce foz bhis data is a 1975 paper by Mann et al in
the Brisish Madical Jouwnal. All the usual questions dealing with such,
things as sazple size, randczness, reprasentativeness, selectivicy,
hospital populations, etc., Dey be ralgsed about the dats. I belleve

. the Jain study is vulnerable %o attack in this azea as well as in his
abuse of soma fundacentals of statistical {nferancs. EHowever, I do neot
feel that any ‘ef these arcuments will counteract the bad press va Bad

 saveral oonshs age. Hopefully they may sezve us in othes forms in the
future.

7 -ealize that my analysis is far Ircm corplete. If there aTe 2ny
other specific questicons that you have, I will have a second czack at
Jain when ti=me permits. ‘

Best wishes.

sincszely,
: Mo~
Marvim A. Kastenbaud

cc: Ecrace R. Xornegay
T -

LG2008330



