e 13, 1955

TO: LEGAL COUNSEL

We are snclosing berewith a summary of the statistics for
uppsr Hev York State, comparing tbe ywars 1931-1933 and
1951=1553, for the mortality of cancer ratos

Tt is izportant to note that the quality of medical oare

in New Tork State {exclusive of New Jork City) has bmen

ratod "ex~ellent® ainoe about 1920, so tkhat the quality of
care ahould not enter into any discuseion of thsse statistics,

It seems particularly important to us that sven though
oigarette smoking in =sn has multiplied, thers is & profound
reduction in the over-all mortality rate dus to tpper
respiratory and oral cancers, Similarly izportant is the

fact that in a well-informed medical commmnity, the

technigues of operation for these cancers have remained

and still are almost ideztiocal, and the over-all survival

rate in New York State exclumive of New York City is rolativoly
unchenged acecording to our best information.
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