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Re: T. D. Sterling: Feasibility Study
on Office Environments

Gentlemen:

We have received from Dr. T. D. Sterling a proposal
to investigate the feasibility of a major study of office
environments. Dr. Sterling is interested in the effects of
ventilation and building design on the health, comfort and
quality of the working life of office employees. A closely
related question is to what extent, if any, are complaints
about discomfort Or annoyance related to the presence of
t+cbacco smoke.

The first step planned is a preliminary inquiry into
the extent of presently existing data collected by NIOSH on 35
office buildings throughout the United States. It is Dr. Sterling's
understanding that these data include not only measurements of
indoor levels of CO, sulphur dioxide and particulats matter but
also worker questicnnaires on discomfort complaints and smoking.
If this data base can be acgquired, Dr. Sterling will supervise
the statistical analyses of the data {ncluding an investigation into
the relationship between ventilation rates and worker complaints.

In addition, the cocperation of building owners, office
workers' unions and other researchers will be sought in order to
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obtain permission to conduct rgsearch into design features and
ventilatien capabilities of buildings in which smoking-related

problems have been reported.

The budget requested is mainly for travel to consult
wish the various organizations about cooperation and access to
fsr the evaluation of the usefulness of existing data
ation of a detailed proposal for the projecs.
the feasibility study should
d funding as a CTR Special

»uildings,
and for the prepal
The amount sought is $9,900.00 and
pe completed this fall. We recommen

Froject.
ct is our opinion that this work could be ext-emely
@ intense activity we are witnessing ia

both legislatures and referendums to restrict indoor smoking.
Reliable information on the important roles of vantilation and
puilding designs in indoor environmentis could be very important.
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A response to this reguest at your earlisst convenience

would be appreciated.

Y

Wwith best regards.
Sincerely,

Qo Nty
Pobert E. Northrip

REN:mlc
Enclosure
cc: Alexander Holtzman

Janet Brown
Edwin J. Jaceb

t Wall Street

your interest a recen
ast three

p. 5. I am enclosing for
please note especially the

Journal article.
paragraphs.
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