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Re: Richard J. Hickey, Ph.D.
(Proposed Special Project)

Richard J. Bickey, Ph.D., has talked with Alex Holtzman
about support for his studies on a multivariate Egg;ggggwpp_pir
pollution _End—‘gl*j,s.e;_;_e. in human p,opt_;_l_a.t_Igp_s. Alex has furnished
me-with a substantial amount of material about Dr. Hickey which I
will be most happy to send you. It is, however, rather voluminous. .

In essence, Dr. Hickey is willing to prepare a state-
ment for Congress provided he is able to complate the analysis of
certain data which he has acquired. Dr. Bickey's field is bio-
physical chemistry and he has made a series of multivariate sta-
tistical studies on the correlation between a number of measur-
able substances in the air at various locations and mortality
rates in the same arsas for chronic diseasas. BY applying methods
of multivariate analysis, he is able to demonstrats that the con-
centration of certain air pollutants (most of which have not been
jdentified in cigarette smoke) "predicts® with considerable ac-
curacy mortality rate of such diseases as lung cancer.

Dr. Hickey believes that the Public Health Service has
been excessively precccupied with smoking and lung cancer and may
be avoiding a multivariate approach which could lead to conclusions
inconsistent with presantly existing views on smoking and health.

pr. Hickey has been refused support by the public Health
Service to continue with his work. His application has alsoc been
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rajectad Dy the Scisntifis Adviscry 3card and at present ne nas
I have been acdvised

no funds for the continuaticn of the work. I
that the Scientific Advisory Board's rejection of his appli-
cation was evidently based on the fact that Dr. Hickey would

not be developing new data.

We believe that if Dr. Hickey is supported, he will
not only prepare a statement for Congress based on his analyses
but will also continue to submit material for publication. I
am enclosing one of his papers which appeared in the December,

1967, issue of the Archives of Environmental Health. He has
submitted a second paper which has not been accepted yet.

Dr. Hickey has advised Alex Holtzman that "bivariate”
hose done in connection with smoking and health
would probably not hold up if subjected to proper scrutiny. You
may bhe interested with respect to Dr. Hickey's views on smoking
and health in the enclosed letter to Alex dated October 10, 1968.
Note particularly that Dr. Hickey seems to be considering an
analysis similar to Brownlee's for publication.

studies such as ¢t

We have talked with Dr. Bockett about support for Dr.
Hickey and Hockett definitely feels that Hickey should be as-
sisted in the continuation of his work.

pr. Hickey has estimated that approximately $30,000
swould be sufficient to kaep him going for cone year." s
ly recommend your approval of a special project to Dr. Hickey in
that amount. I would most appreciats an early response since
Alex indicates that if Dr. Hickey is not able to obtain funds he
will probably be leaving the University and going into private

industry.
Sincerely,
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David R.'Hardy

NRH/r
LG 2002651




