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April 13, 1984

Arnold Henson, Esq.
Alexander Holtzman, Esq.
Josiah S, Murray III, Esqg.
Ernest Fepples, Esq.
Arthur J. Stevens, Esq.

$. B, Wite II1, Esq.

Re: Dr. Richard J. Hickey

Gentlemen:

Dr. Richard Hickey has requested

] ’

S

a one-year resnewal of

his research project in which he is examining various statistical

and biclogical relatienships.

He has requested §$50,000 in funding

(the same amount as 1983-84) and we recommend that the project be
approved as a CTR Special Project.

to reach such causal conclusions.

For the last several years, Dr. Hickey and his colleagues
have focused their attention on the interpretation and analysis

of statistical associations in epldemiological studies. Specifi-
cally, Dr. Hickey belisves strongly that a statistical association
can never establish a cause and effect relationship and, conse-
quently, has been very critical of ressarchers that have attempted

Dr. Hickey's views have been

reflected in various publications in medical journals and state-
ments filed in Congress.

smokars.,

An alternats explanaticn relied on by Dr. Hickey to
explain the statistical relationship batween smoking and health

is the constitutional or "genotype" hypothesis. He has analyzed
in great detail the sarly werk of R, A. Fisher and J. Berkson,

and the more recent publications of Dr. Philip Burch. 1In additien,
Or. Hickey is in the process of exploring possible differences in
physiclogical and biochemical makeup between smokaers and non-

In his proposed studies for 1984-85, Dr. Hickey plans

to scrutinize the evidence for such constitutional diffsrences.
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In addition to their research activities, Dr. Hickey's
group has been actively pursuing publication of various manuscripts
as indicated on pages 8 and 9 of the attached proposal., Thess
include a follow-up article that has been submitted to Health
Physics on the relationship between environmental factors and
diseass, and a manuscript recently submitted to the American
Journal of Public Health involving an analysis of cancer mortality
rates,

Dr. Hickey's proposal has been discussed with Dr.
Sommers and he favors its renswal for one year. We also recommend
approval and ask for your earliest possible response.

Sincerely,
Patrick M. Sirridge

PMS:sh
Enc.
c¢: Ms. Janet C. Brown
Edwin J. Jacob, Esq.
Francis X. Decker, Jr,, Esq,

-
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