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(212} 7T83-4:100

CABLE ADDRESS: RONIJAY
TLLLE NOD. 428798

Re: Dr. Carl Becker and ''Tobacce Clycoprotein™

As you know, during the last gseveral years, Dr.
carl Beccker has been publishing articles in the scientific
Jiterature claiming that he has identified a glycoprotein

in tobarco lenf, smoke and condensate.

that this so-called tobacco glycoprotein
sible for numerous conditions and diseases {in bo

He further claims
("TGP") is respon-
th smokers

and nonsmokers), {including alleTgy. cardiovascular discasec

and suddcen death. Pr. Becker believes

that TGP causes car-

dievascular disease and perhaps sudden death, by affecrting

the clotting system.

In light of these clains, we ask:d Dr.

Russell

Stedman to exanmine Dr. Becker's reported procedures for

isolating TGP from tobacco leaf, smoke and cond

ensate and

Lo obtain some of this material for further testing. This
work, which Dr. Stedman performed at the Franklin Institute,
dcmonstrated that Dr. Becker's no-called TGP {neluded & sub-

stantial artifact. In additional work

Dr. Stedman d3id & prelliminary character

at the Ingtitute,
{zation of the arti-

fact (probably a polyacrylate) and isolated an acount of
artifect sufficient for biological testing by Dr. John Sal-

vaggio in New Orleans and Dr. Rodger Bick
California. 1 understand that Dr. Sslvage

in Bakersfield,
{0 currently has

tests undervay in his laboratory to determinc the allergen-

{eity of the artifact.
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Enclosed you will find copy of Dr. Bick's let-
ter to me of January 29, 1980, togetheT with report on
his studies of the TGP artifact. 1In essence, he cencludes
that the artifact produces the sace piological activity as
that ascribed by Becker to TGP and that Becker "erronecusly”
{nterpreted this biclogical activity as activating the
clotting system. DrT. Stedoan has revieved this Teport and
is esager to collaborate with Dr. Bick on a joint publica-
tion, &s well as additional research if necessary, In
his view, Dr. Biek's wvork seriously impsirs, if not destroys,
Dr. Becker's theories about TGP causing cardiovascular dis-
case and sudden death.

As you will note froo the enclesure, the assays
which Dr. Bick performed, as well as the time he spent on
this project, resulted in a charge of $5,718.83. 1 would
appreciate your approval to pay Dr. Bick this smount fronm
Special Account f4 as a consultant on this project., 1
have discussed this matter with Bfll Shian wvho agrees that
it should be handled in this manner.

1f you have any questions concerning this matter,
please give me 2 call.

Sincerely,
'jmJ

Timothy M. Finnegan

ce: Hs., Janet C. Brown

Wwilliam W. Shinn, Esq.
? Rc—603344°
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