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Introduction

On Sept. 21, 2011, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced the award of $9 million in grants to 42
organizations to expand citizenship preparation programs for permanent residents. This funding will support those on the path toward
U.S. citizenship by building capacity in communities to meet the demand for citizenship preparation services.

Background

Through funding provided under the Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2011 (Public Law 112-10),
USCIS was able to enhance the Citizenship and Integration Grant Program and other immigrant integration initiatives. The fiscal year
(FY) 2011 grant program includes three competitive funding opportunities and $9 million to support citizenship preparation services for
permanent residents.

The first opportunity provides funding for local citizenship instruction programs to prepare permanent residents for the civics and
English (reading, writing and speaking) components of the naturalization test. The second opportunity supports citizenship instruction
as well as naturalization application services within the scope of the authorized practice of immigration law. The third opportunity
increases the capacity of members or affiliates of national organizations to provide citizenship preparation services in communities
across the country. The period of performance for awards under each of the three categories is two years.

This is the third year in which competitive grant funding has been awarded to organizations for the purpose of supporting citizenship
preparation efforts. In FY 2009, USCIS awarded 13 organizations a total of $1.2 million to expand citizenship preparation programs,
and in FY 2010 nearly $8.1 million was awarded to 56 organizations providing services at 78 sites across the country.

Recipient Organizations

Citizenship instruction only: Recipients represent a range of public or private nonprofit organizations with recent experience
providing citizenship instruction to immigrants. They include public school systems, colleges, community and faith-based groups, adult
education organizations, public libraries and literacy organizations.

Citizenship instruction and naturalization-application services: Recipients represent a range of public or private nonprofit
organizations with recent experience providing citizenship instruction and naturalization application services to immigrants within the
scope of the authorized practice of immigration law. They include public school systems, colleges, community and faith-based groups,
adult education organizations, public libraries and literacy organizations.

The National Capacity Building Grant Program: Recipients are national immigrant-serving organizations that have a member or
affiliate structure. Under this grant program, applicants selected four members or affiliates as subapplicants. The national
organizations will provide technical assistance to increase the long-term capacity of the subapplicants to provide citizenship instruction
and naturalization-application services in their local communities.

Recipient organizations are geographically diverse and represent both traditional immigrant destinations and new immigration
gateways across 27 states and the District of Columbia. Grant recipients plan to provide citizenship instruction and naturalization
application preparation services to approximately 20,000 permanent residents from nearly 90 countries including Mexico, China, El
Salvador, Haiti, Vietnam, Somalia, Burma and Bhutan. Grant recipients represent:

All of the top 10 states with the largest permanent resident populations eligible to naturalize (California, New York, Texas, Florida,
New Jersey, Illinois, Massachusetts, Virginia, Washington and Arizona);
Eight of the top 10 states with the largest growth in the proportion of foreign-born residents since 2000 (Maryland, New Jersey,
Georgia, Connecticut, Texas, Virginia, Massachusetts and Florida);
The top 19 states with the largest number of annual naturalizations (California, New York, Florida, Texas, New Jersey, Illinois,
Massachusetts, Georgia, Virginia, Washington, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Arizona, North Carolina, Minnesota, Ohio,
Connecticut and Colorado); and
Ten of the 12 metropolitan areas with the greatest numbers of new permanent residents in the past 10 years (New York, Los
Angeles, Miami, Chicago, Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Houston, Dallas, San Diego and Atlanta).

FY 2011 Grant Recipients

Grant recipients are (in alphabetical order):

National Capacity Building Grant Program Awardees  

ORGANIZATION LOCATION

Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc. (CLINIC) Headquarters: Washington, D.C.
Subapplicants: Indianapolis; Los Angeles; Syracuse, N.Y.;
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ORGANIZATION LOCATION

Worcester, Mass.

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society Inc. (HIAS) Headquarters: New York.
Subapplicants: Charlotte, N.C.; Minnetonka, Minn; San Diego;
Ann Arbor, Mich.

International Rescue Committee Inc. (IRC) Headquarters: New York
Subapplicants: Boise, Idaho; Doral, Fla.; Oakland, Calif; Turlock, Calif.

 

 

Citizenship Instruction Only Grant Program Awardees  

 

ORGANIZATION LOCATION

Adult Reading Center Inc. Pearland, Texas

Austin Learning Academy Family Learning Center Austin, Texas

City University of New York New York

Coastline Community College Fountain Valley, Calif.

Colorado African Organization Denver

Florida State College at Jacksonville Jacksonville, Fla.

Hacienda La Puente Unified School District City of Industry, Calif.

Hartford Public Library Hartford, Conn.

Jewish Family and Career Services Inc. Atlanta

Montgomery College Rockville, Md.

United Methodist Cooperative Ministries/Suncoast Inc. Clearwater, Fla.

 

 

Citizenship Instruction and Naturalization Application Services Grant Program Awardees

 

ORGANIZATION LOCATION

Ansob Center for Refugees Inc. Astoria, N.Y.

Asian Services in Action Inc. Akron, Ohio

Association House of Chicago Chicago

Catholic Charities Diocese of Arlington Inc. Arlington, Va.

Catholic Charities Diocese of Fort Worth Inc. Fort Worth, Texas

Catholic Charities of Dallas Inc. Dallas

Catholic Charities of Orange County Inc. Santa Ana, Calif.

Catholic Social Services of Fall River Inc. Fall River, Mass.

Colombian American Service Association Miami

Emerald Isle Immigration Center Woodside, N.Y.

English Skills Learning Center Salt Lake City, Utah

Instituto del Progreso Latino Chicago

International Institute of the Bay Area San Francisco

International Institute of St. Louis St. Louis

International Rescue Committee Inc. Los Angeles

International Rescue Committee Inc. Phoenix

International Rescue Committee Inc. San Diego

Jewish Family and Vocational Service of Middlesex County Inc. Milltown, N.J.
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ORGANIZATION LOCATION

La Casa de Don Pedro Inc. Newark, N.J.

Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13 Lancaster, Pa.

Lutheran Community Services Northwest Portland, Ore.

Neighborhood House Seattle

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College Green Bay, Wisc.

Northern Manhattan Coalition for Immigrant Rights New York

Progreso Latino Inc. Central Falls, R.I.

School Board of Miami-Dade County Miami

Shorefront YM-YWHA of Brighton-Manhattan Beach Inc. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Young Women’s Christian Association of Tulsa Tulsa, Okla.

 

Review Process

USCIS conducted a thorough review of more than 300 eligible applications received for consideration. Each proposal was evaluated
by a three-member team comprised of both internal USCIS reviewers and external subject matter experts. Applications were scored
numerically using published evaluation criteria and rank ordered. A USCIS internal review panel determined the finalists based on the
rank order and published strategic program priorities.

Contact Information

For additional information on the FY 2011 Citizenship and Integration Grant Program, please contact the USCIS Office of Citizenship
by phone at 202-272-1280 or by email at citizenshipgrantprogram@dhs.gov. To learn more about applying for federal funding
opportunities, please visit www.grants.gov or contact the Grants.gov support line at 800-518-4726.  
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