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FORT BOWIE: ITS PHYSICAL- EVOLUTION, 1862-1894

ADDENDA

p. 37, footnote 44. General Order No. &4, Department of California, dated
November 15, 1866, directed the change from "fort" to "camp, "

p. 43. The garrison flag in Bell's photograph of Fort Bowie was at half
staff because of the death of First Lieutenant John C, Carroll, the
post commander, in an Apache attack occurring November 5, 1867,
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PART 1:

A BRIEF PHYSICAL HISTORY OF FORT BOWIE,
1862-1894.



A. Introduction
Fort Bowie National Historic Site is located in Cachise County,
Arizona, in the southeastern corner of the state. It commemorates

- the old military post of Fort Bowie that stood for more than three

decades (1862-94) in Apache Pass, scene of some of the bloodiest
confrontations between white men and Indians in the American
Southwest during the last half of the nineteenth century.
Established during the Civil War by Union forces sent from
California to check possible Confederate incursions, the fort later
became an important guidepost for emigrants, as well as a command
center for military activities focussing on the subjection of the
hostile Chiricahua Apaches during the 1870s and 1880s.

Actually, Fort Bowie consisted of two distinct posts, the first
of which lasted from 1862 until 1869 when it was succeeded by a new
and larger fort built a few hundred yards away from the earlier
site. Both posts, and especially the first, were erected at
commanding positions about three miles east of the summit of Apache
Pass in the northern part of the Chiricahua Mountains. Knowledge
of the pass extended back before the period of Spanish exploration
in the sixteenth century. Aboriginal occupants of the area utilized
the springs located there, while the Spaniards called the pass
"puerto del Dado," perhaps signifying the cpportune relationship of
the springs to life needs in the otherwise harsh, desert
environment.

Little is known of human associations with Apache Pass prior
to 1848, when an American party from New Orleans allegedly
traversed it. In the following year the California gold rush brought
more attention to the region as travelers considered new routes to
the far West. After the Gadsden Purchase of 1853, and the
American acquisition of the territory below the Gila River in present

Arizona, railroad interests viewed Apache Pass as a potential course



west, although another route slightly north was eventually favored.
Apache Pass nevertheless witnessed increased emigration and by
1856 the trail through it had become an important military artery
running west from New Mexico through Tucson to Fort Yuma on the
lower Colorado River.

Despite its growing notoriety as a place of Indian ambush,
plunder and murder, Apache Pass with its bountiful springs
continued to be a landmark for travelers. In 1857 a mail route from
San Antonio to San Diego was traced through the pass and a year
later the Butterfield Overland Mail Company selected it for the
location of one of its stations. John Butterfield and his associates
won a government contract to carry mail between Missouri and
California, and from ElI Paso, Texas, to Fort Yuma the company
established stations to service its coaches and horses and to
provide food, water, and supplies, and a place to rest for its
drivers, The Owverland Mail Station erected in Apache Pass marked
the first continuing occupation represented at that point.
Increased contact with the Chiricahua Apaches was one result, and
while relations were initially peaceful, they turned openly hostile
early in 1861 when a young army first lieutenant named George N.
Bascom recklessly instigated a bloody dispute with the Chiricahua
leader, Cochise, that brought sporadic warfare to the area lasting
over the next decade.

When the outbreak of the Civil War forced closure of the
Butterfield route, the mail station in Apache Pass was abandoned.
But the location assumed strategic importance during the ensuing
years, and in July, 1862, wvolunteer troops from California fought a
desperate battle with Cochise's warriors for control of the central
spring in the pass. So important did Brigadier General James H.
Carleton consider this watering place on his supply line between
Tucson and El Pasc that he ordered the erection of a permanently



garrisoned facility to insure its continued accessibility for his
command. Thus began the turbulent history of Fort Bowie,
guardian of Apache Pass over the next thirty year5.1

l. This background data is drawn from Richard Y. Murray, "The
History of Fort Bowie" (unpublished M.A. thesis, dated 1951,
University of Arizona). Copy in the library of Fort Bowie National
Historic Site (FBNHS), pp. 18-27; and Robert M. Utley, A Clash of
Cultures: Fort Bowie and the Chiricahua Apaches (Washington:
National Park Service, 1977), pp. 21-23, 26-27. For some
references to early use of the springs in Apache Pass, see "Diary
of Captain Vildosola from MNutrias into southern Arizona and New
Mexico and Return, 1780," in Alfred Barnaby Thomas (ed.),
Forgotten Frontiers (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1932),
p. 208; and John Russell Bartlett, Personal Narrative of
Expluratmns and Incidents in Texas, New Mexico, California, Sonora
and Chihuahua, 1351‘.}-1853 (2 Vols. Reprint, Chicago: Rlu Grande
Press, Inc., 1955), , 372-73.




B. Fort Building in the Southwest

1. Regulations
Ideally, the construction of such military posts as Fort

Bowie during the nineteenth century followed formalized procedures
prescribed by the Office of the Quartermaster General, U.S. Army.
Designed to secure the uniform arrangement of post buildings, the
strictures also regulated the size and number of rooms as well as
the materials to be used in the erection of individual structures.
While such constraints varied with the proposed size and purpose of
each post, on the frontier many of them were expediently modified
or ignored altogether. Aside from the most fundamental rules
governing the utility of different post buildings, only in the case of
the second Fort Bowie (1869-1894) were the principals acknowledged

at aHI.'I

According to the regulations, the construction of post
buildings was to be a carefully monitored process inveolving all
echelons of military authority from the post commander to the
Secretary of War. Each officer involved was charged with
aquainting himself "with the established plans and estimates, in
order that the necessary orders may be given advisedly and the
work executed properly and with due ecannmy.“z Estimates for

1. A distinction was made between "permanent fortifications,"
such as the large stone or masonry coastal posts, and "interior
posts, or cantonments," considered to be of a more temporary
nature. In the case of the former, the Engineer Department would
take charge of planning and building the post, which "when
occupied by troops, will be turned over to the Quartermaster's
Department. . . ." The construction of interior posts remained
entirely within the province of the Quartermaster Department.
Regulations concerning Barracks and Quarters of the Army of the
United States, 1860 (Washington: George W. Bowman, Printer, 1861),

p.1.
2. |Ibid., p. 5.



buildings were to be forwarded through channels for approval, but
they were usually revised by an officer delegated to make final
decisions in such matters.> This officer could decide on the size
and capacity of a structure. He might determine what particulars
of a building plan were to be omitted, what building materials were
to be used, and what means of labor--contracted civilian or extra
duty military--would be empluyed,4 Consequently, there was
likelihood that a building plan submitted by a post commander would

undergo substantial alteration before winning final approval.

Specifications and designs were furnished for most
requisite permanent fort structures, including field officers'
quarters, subalterns' quarters, company quarters (barracks),
laundresses' quarters, guard house, chapel, staff offices,
storehouses, and stallzmles.5 Updated specification drawings were

published in 1872, to include bakeries and other post build?ngs.ﬁ

The regulations did permit certain flexibility based on the immediate
needs of the garrison, so that independent portions of a structure

might be erected when exigency dictated:

The designs and estimates cover all the objects for which
allowance is to- be made under the most favorable

circumstances; and, at the same time, they provide for a

3. Ibid.

4. Ibid., p. 6.

5. Ibid., passim.

6. These were reprinted in Specifications for Means of
Transportation, Paulins, Stoves and Ranges, and Lamps and
Fixtures for Use in the United States Army (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1882).

®
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reduction, both in accomodation and finish, to the

simplest purposes of shelter, when want of time or means
renders such reduction necessary. To facilitate this
adaptation of the designs and estimates to circumstances,
the several parts, as main and back building, front and

rear veranda, &c., are separated, and the items for the

different styles of finish and methods of construction
classified. A part or finish which from necessity has been
omitted at first, may subsequently be added. .?
2. Location

Locality for a military post was an important
consideration, both from the standpoint of economy and
healthfulness, Officers charged with the construction of buildings
were to ascertain what locally available resources both in material
and labor, might be economically ui:ilize-:!.E Accessibility to raw
materials like timber and stone was especially important during the
years preceding the entrance of railroads into the West. Labor was
normally to be furnished by the troops at hand, although provision
was made for the employment of "head mechanics" such as
carpenters if they were available.g Much specific advice was given
in regard to the climatic and topographical situations of prospective

army posts:

Pains should be taken to select healthy localities for

military posts. Situations on the north side of marshy

7. Regulations concerning Barracks and Quarters, 1860, p. 6.

8. Ibid.
9. Ibid., p. 5.



ground, of however limited extent, or ewven on the north
bank of a stream, especially in hot latitudes, should be
avoided. Ventilation and drainage are also to be carefully
considered. For the latter, ground which slopes gently
to both sides from a parade ground as nearly level as
possible, will be the best; and for the former, a position
which is well exposed to the prevailing summer breeze is
to be devised. . . . Densely shaded positions,
particularly in hot latitudes, are not usually as healthy as
open ones; but a certain amount of shade contributes
both to the comfort and beauty of a post. . . . When
the situation is destitute of trees, they should be set out
in suitable places about the garrison, particularly on both
sides of the parade ground.

within the post plan, the positioning of structures generally
followed centuries-old precepts. HRegulations stipulated that the
parade ground should run east to west with the officers' quarters,
officers' mess, and chaplain's quarters all located along the south

11

side. A classic example of this traditional formality in the

Southwest was Fort Union, New Mexi{:o.ﬁ

3. Adobe Construction

The construction of military posts in different sections of
the country reflected both geographical diversity and availability of

resources, and nowhere was this more apparent than in the arid

10. Ibid., p. 8.

11. Ibid., pp. 7,8.

12. Willard B. Robinson, American Forts: Architectural Form and
Function (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1977), p. 154.

10



Southwest. An article on military topography in the Army and
Navy Journal described the country of southern Arizona as

“literally a desert region, consisting either of sandy plains or

13

rough barren mountains." Most military outposts situated in such

hostile environments were necessarily located near springs or wells

4 .
The most economical

where water could be easily obtained. |
building material in the Southwest was adobe, the sun-dried mud
brick used for centuries by Spaniards and Mexicans. During the
1850s, 1860s, and 1870s nearly all army posts built in the region
utilized adobe construction techniques, although guardhouses and
other buildings whose security was vital wer‘eloften made of
5tone.15 Adobe bricks were manufactured according to conventional
recipe. A large pit was excavated. The dry dirt removed from it
was sifted to remove all impurities, then moistened to reach a
clayey consistency when it was mixed with bits of straw to attain
cohesiveness. The wet clay was next placed in wooden frames to
dry for approximately three weeks, forming bricks which were then

16 The size of the adobe bricks was

used in constructing buildings.
determined by the size of the frames in wich they were formed.
Apparently, brick dimensions were not standardized. An inspecting
officer at Camp Goodwin, Arizona, in 1868 reported that the adobes
used there were 16 inches by 8 inches by 3 inches thick. "Allowing

the minimum thickness of joint of one inch, the space taken up by

13. April 16, 1864,

14. Robinson, American Forts, p. 149.

15. lbid., pp. 153, 154. Examples of adobe use in forts of the
Southwest include Fort Yuma, Arizona (1850), Fort Union, New
Mexico (1851), Fort Craig, New Mexico (1854), Fort Lowell, Arizona
(1862), Fort McDowell, Arizona (1865), the second Fort Davis,
Texas (1867), and Fort Thomas, Arizona (1876). |Ibid., pp. 153,
154-60.

16. J.H. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," Arizona Historical
Review, VI (July, 1935), p. 81.

11



one Adobe would be one third of a cubic foot, or more strictly a
wall 2' thick and 10' high would contain 6 Adobes per running
fcnt.“w One of the best contemporary descriptions of adobe
manufacture on an Arizona military post was that given by
Lieutenant Colonel Eugene A. Carr, who was stationed at Camp
Lowell {(Tucson) in 1874. Carr said that the adobe bricks he saw

being made measured 20 inches by 10 inches by 5 inches.

The adobes were made by first mixing up mud with refuse
straw to about the consistency of mortar, & then putting
it into frames or moulds. . . . The mould is then taken
up leaving the three adobes on the ground to dry: & put
in another place refilled & so on. The adobes are left
two or more days according to the weather, & as soon as
dry enough are turned on their edges & left till dry
enough to handle: where they are at once used for
building, or piled in stacks for future use. Of course,
when green & lying flat on the ground, a very little rain
will dissolve them. When turned on their sides it will
take more rain to spoil them, but still not a great deal: &

if frozen while wet they will fall to pieces when thawed.w

Other contemporary references to the size of adobe bricks
suggest considerable wvariety as to their length, width, and
thickness. Major Robert said that those at Camp Wallen, Arizona,

17. Major Henry Martyn Robert to Lieutenant Colonel Frederick
Townsend, February 5, 1868. Copy in the Henry Martyn Robert
Collection. Arizona Historical Foundation, Arizona State University
Library, Tempe.

18. Carr to father, January 23, 1874. E.A. Carr Papers. Box 1.

United States Army Military History  Institute, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania.

12
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19

measured 18 inches by 9 inches by 4 inches, while yet another

source gave a standard size of 16 inches by 12 inches by 4

20 The cost of making adobe bricks differed according to

inches.
the manufacturer. A contractor described by Carr received $30.00
per thousand bricks, manufactured and laid in the wail.21 Major
Robert gave precise figures for their manufacture by Mexican

laborers:

The Natives will make Adobes @ $15 per M & build up the
wall @ $6 per M; total $20 per M, the hauling of water &
material being done for them. Forty thousand adobes will
build quarters for the officers & men; also kitchens,
guard house &  hospital including all necessary
buildings--making the cost 40 X $20. = $800. %2

41.' Problems with Roofs
The walls of a building were raised with adobe bricks.
Generally, they stood 10 to 12 feet high, with one slightly higher

than that opposite it to allow moisture to run off the roof easily.
Proper ceonstruction of the roof was wvery important in order to
prevent leaking. It was flat and covered with dirt, sloping ridge
roofs being avoided because of their tendency to leak at the ridge.
Also, too much slope allowed the rain to erode away the mud
covering. The flat roof consisted of cottonwood timbers laid across
the walls and projecting beyond them. The timbers were then
covered with thick grass or straw. Atop this was laid a thick coat

19. Henry Martyn Robert, Field Notes, Jan. 10-Feb. 6, 1868.
Typescript in Rebert Collection, Arizona Historical Foundation.

20. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," p. 81.
21. Carr to father, January 23, 1874.

22. Field Notes.
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of adobe mud, followed by successive coatings of the mud topped
off with a sand or lime mixture. When finished, the roof should
have projected far enough beyond the walls to permit runoff water
to be carried free of the structure so that its drizzle would not
erode the adobe fabric. The interval formed by the timbers
between the roof and the wall allowed for wentilation of the
structure and usually measured about 6 to 8 inches in width along

both sides. Occasionally the opening was sealed.za

Despite all precautions, the flat roofs of most post
buildings leaked badly. One common deficiency lay in the roof
timbers which tended to curve upwards at the ends after a period
of time, thereby creating a shallow depression in which rainwater
might collect and eventually seep down into the interior of the
building, causing a muddy guagmire. Sometimes the leaking was
brought on by poor construction of the roof, and sometimes an
inferior consistency in the clay of the mud covering was at 1"::1l..||1..24
"At one post during a continued rain," said one repart, "such men
as could procure shelter tents pitched them over their bunks in

order to keep themselves dry. ."25

Lacking sufficient
ventilation and sunlight, the damp floors of the interiors of
buildings with leaky roofs posed a problem of disease control. At
the fort described above "the sick list was crowded with bronchial
attacks and rheumatic affections, attributable to the condition of the

quarters.“zﬁ Sometimes the soldiers cowvered the roofs with

23. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," pp. 81-82; Carr to father,
January 23, 1874.

24. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," p. 82.
25. |Ibid.

26. Ibid., p. 83.

14

&
F--_----_---



i

tarpaulins and tent flies, but this was no guarantee they would

stay dry.

A wvariation of this projecting style of flat dirt roof was
seen by Major Robert at Camp Wallen. He described the roofs there

as being

like the buildings in Tucson[,] nearly flat with the wall
projecting above [the] roof & pipes made of fruit cans to
lead away the water. These work best. Hay was used
under the earth on the roof, but it is found bad on acct.
of mice. After every rain a man is sent around to repair
every roof. When the roof was first put on of Adobe
mud it was allowed to dry in the sun & the cracks were
filled with Ashes which was [sic] strewn over the whole
roof for lack of any fine earth. Then dry earth was laid

on say three inches & 5'.|::||r~in1n-nlel:i.2:'r

5. Some Other Problems
Problems with leaky flat roofs eventually resulted in their

replacement with the shingled, hipped variety. Another difficulty
with adobe buildings was their lack of sufficient lighting. Windows
built into the walls were small and few because of the féar of weak-
ening the structure with too many upenings.za Door and window
frames, moreover, often warped after installation, especially when
cottonwood was so employed. Pine was preferred. Because refined
lumber and hardware were so remote from the average Arizona army
post and, even if obtainable, had to be hg—mled over long distances

at a considerable expense, most stations tried to get by with

27. Field Notes.

28. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," p. 82.
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23 Wrote an officer: "With shingle&

roofs, ample air space, and sufficient lighting and ventilation, the

supplies locally available.

adobe house can be made a most comfortable resting place for the

soldier after the exposure and fatigues he is frequently called upon

to endure on service in this Territnry.“m

29. |Ibid., Robinson, American Forts, p. 154.

30. Toulouse, "Military Forts in 1869," p. 83.
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C. The First Fort Bowie, 1862-1869
1. The Battle of Apache Pass
The erection of the first Fort Bowie in Apache Pass

scarcely subscribed to the precepts governing construction of
frontier military posts. Its creation stemmed from emergency needs
following the Battle of Apache Pass, July 15 and 16, 1862. The
battle occurred during an attempt by Brigadier General James H.
Carleton of the California Volunteers to solidify Union territorial
gains in Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas after the expulsion of
Confederate forces from the area. Carleton's line of supply to the
Rio Grande lay along the abandoned Butterfield mail route, and at
the spring near the old Apache Pass mail station the Chiricahua
Apaches had made a practice of ambushing travelers and soldiers
who stopped to get water.

Gn June 21 Lieutenant Colonel Edward E. Eyre left Tucson
with a small command to reconnoiter the country from Tucson to the
Rio Grande ahead of Carleton's main column. While stopped at
Apache Pass three of Eyre's soldiers were killed by Indians in a
provocative incident that made Eyre urge that troops be stationed
there permanently to guard the water supply.1 But before that
recommendation could be fulfilled the Battle of Apache Pass
occurred, underscoring the virtual necessity of garrisoning that
point on the military road. The troops involved consisted of a
detachment of 125 California Volunteers under the command of
Captain Thomas L. Roberts who were escorting an army supply
train and a herd of cattle through the pass. They were attacked

1. Eyre to First Lieutenant Benjamin C. Cutler, July 6, 1862, in
The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies (73 Vols., 128 parts, Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1880-1901), Series ), L, Part |,
pp. 121-22; Eyre to Cutler, July 8, 1862, in ibid., p. 125.
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as they approached the old mail station, and again as they tried to
obtain water from the spring. The Apaches occupied the heights
overlooking the spring on both sides, and had built stone
breastworks to protect them from the musketry of the soldiers.
But Roberts had two mountain howitzers with him and under severe
shelling from these guns the Indians gradually withdrew, allowing
the command access to the spring. After obtaining water for his
command, Roberts withdrew fifteen miles west where he joined
Captain John C. Cremony and his command of the Second California
Cavalry which had been following on Roberts's trail. The next
morning, July 15, the enlarged force once more entered Apache Pass
only to find the Chiricahuas again in possession of the hills
surrounding the spring. Another encounter ensued, and the
soldiers succeeded finally in driving the tribesmen away. Roberts
lost two men killed and two wounded in the fighting. The indians'

loss was placed at ten l':illna.:i."'E

2. Establishment of Fort Bowie
in his official report of the encounter, Captain Roberts

recommended the posting of a guard detail in Apache Pass. "I
deem it highly important,"” he wrote, "that a force sufficient to hold
the water and pass should be stationed there, otherwise every
command will have to fight for the water. 3 Within a week
and a half of the Battle of Apache Pass, General Carleton stood on

2. Report of Captain Thomas L. Roberts, July 19, 1862, in War of
the Rebellion, Series |, Veol. L, Part |, pp. 131, 132; Report of
Captain John C. Cremony, July 16, 1862, in ibid., pp. 132-33; John
C. Cremony, Life Among the Apaches (San Francisco: A. Roman
and Company, Publishers, 1868. Reprint, Tucson: Arizona
Silhouettes, 1951), p. 163.

3. Report of Captain Roberts, July 19, 1862, in War of the
Rebellion, Series |, Vol. L, Part I, p. 128.
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the site while enroute to New Mexico. The reasoning behind the
recommendations of Eyre and Roberts became clear as he surveyed
the ground around Apache Spring and viewed the graves of the
recent dead. Two miles beyond the pass Carlton saw the remains
of a party of nine miners who had been murdered by Apaches as
they passed through on their way to Ca‘r'rfurnia.4 On July 27 he
issued orders establishing a military station in the strategic pass:

GEMERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. COLUMM FROM CALIFORNIA,
Apache Pass, Overland Mail Station,
Mo. 12. July 27, 1862

1. A post will be established in this pass, which will
be known as Fort Bowie.

Il.  This post will be garriscned by Company G,
Fifth Infantry, increased to 100 men by a detachment from
Company A, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers. Maj. T.
A. Coult, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, until
further orders, is assigned to the command of Fort Bowie.
Surg. David Wooster, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers,
is also assigned to duty at that post.

[1l. Cal. Joseph R. West, First Infantry California
Volunteers, as he passes Fort Bowie on his way to the Rio
Grande, will furnish for the infantry portion of the
garrison 120 rounds of  ammunition per  man.
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigg, First Infantry  California
Volunteers, will see that the command is furnished with
twenty days' rations of subsistence and a sufficient
number of tents, including one hospital tent. Should

4, Carleton to Lieutenant Colonel R.C. Drum, September 20,
1862, in ibid., p. 100.
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Colonel Rigg not have an adequate number, they will be
furnished from the supply train under command of Capt.
William McCleave, First Cavalry California Volunteers,
which will leave Tucsen, Ariz. Ter., on the 2d proximo.
From this train the commander of Fort Bowie will draw
10,000 rounds of musket ammunition and sixty days'
rations of subsistence. Passing detachments will keep the
command at Fort Bowie supplied with fresh beef until the
arrival of the beef contractor, who will make
arrangements to leave at that post sixty days' rations of
fresh beef on the hoof, with two first-rate men to herd
them.

V. The commanding officer at Fort Bowie will
establish that post at the best point in the Apache Pass
for the protection of travelers and passing trains. |If
this point, from the nature of the ground, cannot be
found near the spring, a small redoubt on the most
commanding position will be at once erected near that
spring, and be occupied night and day by a picket guard
strong enough to hold it.

V. The commander at Fort Bowie will cause the
Apache indians to be attacked whenever and wherever he
may find them near his post, unless they bear flags of
truce. For this purpose he is at liberty to send out from
time to time detachments from his post of such strength
and to such points as the good of the service may
require. He will, whenever necessary, cause all trains
and expressmen to be escorted through the pass and well
out into the open country on either hand. To effect all
this a great deal is necessarily left to his judgement,
caution, vigilance, and energy.

20



VI. A detachment of cavalry will be added to the
garrison of the post, and will come from the east with the
first return train.

By command of Brigadier-General Carleton:

BEN. C. CUTLER, First
Lieut., First Infty., California Vols., Actg.
Asst, Adjt. Gen.s

The new post was to be named in honor of Carleton's friend,
Colonel George Washington Bowie, of the Fifth Infantry California
Volunteers, who commanded the District of Southern California and
was stationed at Fort Yuma.ﬁ The next day, July 28, as Major
West's column reached Apache Pass, the first troops directed to
erect Fort Bowie were assigned, consisting of Company G, Fifth
Infantry California Volunteers, under Captain Hugh L. Hinds. Major
Theodoré A. Coult, also of the Fifth, was placed in charge of
building the post, while the only shelter for the men was provided
by thirteen tents left by General Carleton before he proceeded

5. War of the Rebellion, Series |, Vol. L, Part Ill, pp. 4041.

6. Colonel Bowie was a native of Maryland, born January 25,
1824, in Montgomery County. After distinguished service in the
Mexican War he came to California and was admitted to the bar in
Sacramento. Bowie rose in political prominence, but was defeated
in his race for governor in 1857. At the beginning of the Civil War
he was appointed Colonel of the Fifth California Infantry, served in
California, Arizona, and Texas, and was discharged late in 1864.
Bowie was employed by the U.S. Customs Service in San Francisco
in 1868 and later practiced law. He died August 11, 1901 in
Martinez, California, at the age of seventy-seven. Bowie's only
personal association with the post bearing his name occurred in
March, 1863, when he came through Apache Pass on his way to El
Paso to assume command of the Military District of Arizona. Carl
Hayden, Sketch of the life of Colonel George Washington Bowie.
Copy in the files of FBNHS. See also Francis B. Heitman (comp. ),
Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army, from
its Organization, September 29, 1789, to March 2, 1903 (2 wvols.;
Washington: Governmental Printing Office, 1903), |, 234.
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east.? Carleton also issued instructions for food and supplies to
reach the garrison in Apache Pass from stockpiles at the crossing
of the San Pedro River and from his supply depot at Tucson. He
obviously considered the post to be vital to the security of his
command: "Fort Bowie is included within the District of Eastern
Arizona, and will doubtless be occupied by troops for many years,
as it is one of the most important points for a military post in the
Territory. u8

3. E r‘ecting Defenses

On July 29 Coult and his officers inspected the terrain in
the wvicinity of the spring and decided upon erecting the post atop
a high hill that overlooked the spring from the south and was
adjacent to the road through Apache Pass. With but forty men
present, the Major was forced to divide their time between work on
the post and guard duty, for the threat of attack by the
Chiricahuas was ever pl"EEEI’TL.g

With few fools, the men contented themselves during the
first week with raising breastworks of stone to guard approaches to
the hill from all directions, ~No concentrated Indian attacks took
place, although in one instance a soldier was wounded by Apaches

some 600 yards from camp as he pursued a cow that had run c-ff.m

7. Carleton to Brigadier General E.R.5. Canby, August 8, 1862,
in War of the Rebellion, Series |, Vol. L, Part IIl, p. 107.

8. Carleton to Major David Ferguson, August 3, 1862, in War of
the Rebellion, Series {, Vol. L, Part 111, pp. 47-48.

9. Major Thomas A. Coult to First Lieutenant Benjamin C. Cutler,
August 9, 1862, in War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. L, Part Il,
p. 135.

10.  Ibid., pp. 134-35,
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Under these conditions Coult proceeded with the task at

hand. ©On August 9 he reported on his progress:

| am building, as defenses, out-works on four faces of
the hill, but sufficiently near that either of them being
attacked can be readily and safely re-enforced from the
others. My breast-works are four feet and a half high
and built of large stone, three feet wide on the bottom
and from eighteen inches to two feet on top. They are
very substantial and will afford ample protection against
all kinds of small-arms. | have one already completed
eighty feet in length, covering the rear of my position,
and another, over 100 feet long, nearly done. The latter

protects my most exposed Flank.ﬂ

In the same letter Major Coult requested that lumber be sent from
Mesilla, New Mexico, "for the construction of the necessary office
furniture," and asked that carpenter's tools, a grindstone, a forge,

and horse and mule shoeing supplies be sent to the new |::1.c:51:..EE

During his second week at Apache Pass Major Coult's
work quickened after the arrival of ten more men of Company G,
twenty-five members of Company A, Fifth Infantry, with their
lieutenant, and thirteen soldiers of Company A, First Cavalry

California Volunteers. By August 17 Coult could report that

on Thursday, the 14th instant, | completed the defensive
works about my camp. They are four in number, and
may be described as follows: Alcatraz (I give the names
applied to them by the men who built them, and to whom,

11. Ibid., p. 135.

12. Ibid.
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as they worked well and faithfully, | allowed that
privilege) is on the left flank of the camp, 150 feet in
length, and commands every point within musket-range,
in the canon toward the road and camping ground of
trains. Fort Point, on a slight elevation, covers the rear
of the camp and the wagon road up the hill. It is
ninety-five feet in length. Bule Battery overlooks the
country and the approaches to the hill on the southeast,
or right flank, of the camp. It is ninety-seven feet
long, and effectually covers and protects the cattle corral
and picket rope of the cavalry detachment. Spring
Garden (guarding) overlooks the spring and commands
the ravine in which it is situated and every point within
musket-range around the spring. This wall is seventy
feet long. The total length of the wall around the post is
412 feet, the height 4 to 4 1/2 feet, and thickness from 2
1/2 to 3 feet at bottom, tapering to I8 inches to 2 feet at
top, and built of stones weighing from 25 to 500 pounds.
The works are not of any regular form, my only object
being to build defenses which could be speedily
completed, and at the same time possess the requisites of
sheltering their defenders, commanding every approach to
the hill, and protecting each other by flank fires along
their faces. | now consider the camp pretty safe from
any attack of Indians, wunless they should come in
overwhelming force and desperately storm the hill.

In addition to the wall defenses | have also built the walls
of a guard-house on one end of the front wall, and will

have it roofed in in a few »:ia'«,-rs..|3

13.

Coult to Cutler, August 17, 1862, in ibid., pp. 73-74.
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4. The Hilltop Fortifications

From Coult's description of his defenses, it appears that

the earliest structures at Fort Bowie were stone breastworks thrown
up at key positions on top of the hill overloocking Apache Spring.
They were irregular, or asymmetrical, and certainly not as refined
as formal fortifications would be. They were probably arranged
tightly together and seemingly they occupied only the northern end
of a long, gradually narrowing ridge above and adjacent to a defile
and swale on the east where many of the post buildings were
eventually built. The four breastworks apparently took the rough
form of redans, or simple parapets displaying a salient towards the
front. The salient would have had to have been present if the
breastworks were mutually supportable by flanking fire, as
specified by Major Coult. In clockwise order, the structures were
Spring Garden, occupying the northernmost point of the hill on its
most abruptly rising face; Bule Battery, on the east side of the
hilltop overlooking the broad mouth of the aforementioned swale;
Fort Peoint, the southernmost structure which guarded approaches
from the south and southeast; and Alcatraz, which consisted of the
longest wall bordering the entire western length of the enclosure.
(These last two structures were named after the two most important
forts then protecting San Francisco Bay, from which vicinity many
of Coult's men had been enlisted.) Perhaps the thirteen tents left
by Carleton to shelter the Fort Bowie garrison were placed inside
the enclosed area, although it seems more likely that they were set
up on lower ground at a point below Bule Battery so that the
fierce, driving winds that swept through the pass from the west

would not ruin them.

5. A Permanent Station

For the first sewveral months after the erection of the
stone fortifications the troops had no other shelter than the tents.
By early October concerns grew among the command over the

25




possibility of their remaining at Apache Pass through the winter
without adequate protection. Fearful that the soldiers might not

receive supplies, Coult wrote his headquarters:

| would respectfully recommend . . . that the garrison be
withdrawn during the winter months. The locality is
decidedly unhealthy, and | am informed by reliable
persons that during the winter season the snow falls
there from three to five feet in depth. During the period
of my stay at Fort Bowie | do not think a single man
escaped having an attack of fever, and some came very
near dying. The garrison there have no protection save
tents. . . . The place can be dismantled, and, if

necessary, reoccupied in the spring.”

Within a few days the weather situation worsened. "It is
a daily occurrence now for the wind to blow a perfect hurricane,™
complained Captain Hugh L. Hinds, now commanding Fort Bowie.
"The tents are whipping to pieces very fast and it will be . . . an
Impossibility to winter here without building quarters of some
kind.“15 Yet General Carleton had no intention of closing the new
post and directed that six months' worth of provisions be on hand
at Apache Pass at all times. "The troops at Fort Bowie, " said
Carleton, "are to fight the Apache Indians in that vicinity whenever
found, and are to help people, by escorts, through the pass
whenever necessary.“m His intent as to the continued maintenance

14. Coult to Lieutenant W. A. Thompson, October 2, 1862, in
ibid., pp. 145-46.

15. Hinds to Coult, October 7, 1862. Miscellaneous Collection of
Records. Arizona Historical Society, Tucson.

16. Carleton to Colonel Joseph R. West, October 3, 1862, in War of
the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. L, Part Il, p. 147.
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of the post was expressed clearly and succinctly: "Under no

circumstances is the garriscn at Fort Bowie to be wfthdrawn.”w

6. Building Quarters
Documentary evidence relating to the construction of

guarters at Fort Bowie during the late autumn of 1862 has not been
located. Presumably the garrison at this time began the excavation
of pits or holes in the sides of the swale southeast of the hill.
Large rocks were used to build crude walls, and the roofs of the
partially subterranean dwellings doubtless consisted of branches,
rocks, and mud, perhaps covered with canvas tenting material.
The first description of Fort Bowie after the erection of quarters
was that provided almost a year later by Captain Thomas T.
Tidball, then commanding the post. Tidball deplored the living
conditions to which his men were subjected and complained openly

to his superiors:

The present site of the post is exceedingly inconvenient
for a garrison and seems to have been constructed more
with a view to command the spring than from any other
advantage it presented. A great amount of badly applied
labor has been applied here, and the place is probably
not as well adapted for defense as when it was first
occupied. The quarters, if it is not an abuse of
language to call them such, have been constructed
without  system, regard to  health, defense, or
convenience. Those occupied by the men are mere
hovels, mostly excavations in the side hill, damp, illy
ventilated, and covered with the decomposed granite

taken from the excavation, through which the rain passes

17. Carleton to West, October 21, 1862, in ibid., p. 189.
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very much as it would through a sieve. By the removal
of a few tents, the place would present more the
appearance of a California Digger Indian rancheria than a

military paat.m

Tidball's letter was the first that suggested the need for relocating
as well as rebuilding Fort Bowie. He correctly assessed the early
need for defending the spring, but obviously the erection of the
crude shelters beyond the original hilltop perimeter indicated to him

that, defensively at least, the fort no longer was sufficient.

7. A New Site

Tidball's recommendation apparently impressed General
Carleton, although little was done to alleviate conditions of the
garrison until July, 1864, probably because of supply-related
difficulties. (n that month. however, more troops were sent to Fort
Bowie which must have had the effect of overcrowding the tiny
quarters there. With the increased labor force, Captain Tidball was
directed to begin work on a new fort at a location previously
selected by Lieutenant Colonel Melson H. Davis, inspector general

18. Tidball to District Headquarters, October 27, 1863. Quoted in
Lieutenant Colonel Clarence E. Bennett to Colonel John C.
McFerran, February 11, 1865, in jbid., p. 1135. An historical
account of the post prepared early in 1871 described the habitations
thusly: "The quarters of the men consisted of a series of small
dwellings built on both sides of an arroya [sic] running in a south
westerly direction. These dwellings were built with rough stone
walls and roofed with earth; they were warm and apparently
comfortable, but, being dug more or less into the banks on both
sides of the arroya--but poorly wventilated; from two to four men
were quartered in each of them." "Descriptive Commentaries from
the Medical Histories of Posts." Fort Bowie, wol. 125 (1871),
MNational Archives Microfilm Publications, Roll M™M903, wvol. 1.
(Hereafter cited as "Descriptive Commentaries.")
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in Carleton's district.w

just where the new post was to be erected, later references to the

Although the records offer no indication

graund 300 yards east of the first Fort Bowie strongly suggest that
the site had been considered for some time. Wherever its location,
Captain Tidball only had time enough to stake off the designated
tract and clear it of some cacti before he and his infantrymen were
withdrawn from Fort Bowie and mustered out of the ser‘uice.zn
Apparently, the remaining company was expected to continue

=l Consequently, Carleton

building the post, but little was done.
ordered Lieutenant Colonel Clarence E. Bennett of the First Cawvalry
California Volunteers to go to Fort Bowie and take immediate charge

of construction of the new post.

Bennett arrived at Fort Bowie early in 1865 and was
clearly appalled by the conditions he witnessed. Other than for the
preliminary measures completed by Captain Tidball, he wrote, "I

can see nothing to indicate work on the pnst."EE

These same huts [as earlier described by Tidball]l are
still used as quarters, and they are worse now than
then. We have just had a long, terrific mountain storm.
These huts presented truly a most wretched appearance.
Those used by the officers were no better than those
occupied by the men, so far as leaking was concerned.

19. Bennett to McFerran, February 11, 1865, in War of the
Rebellion, Series I, Vol. L, Part 1I, p. 1134,

20. Murray, "History of Fort Bowie," pp. 92-93.
21. As late as October, 1864, Carleton believed that work was

proceeding on the new post. Carleton to McFerran, October 6,
1864, in War of the Rebellion, Series |, Vol. XL|, Part lil, p. 676.

22. Bennett to McFerran, February 11, 1865, in War of the
Rebellion, Series |1, Vol. L, Part 1I, p. 1134.
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Repairing these quarters is out of the question, therefore
new ones should be constructed as speedily as possible
for the quartermaster's animals and beef-cattle,
quartermaster's stores, ordnance and subsistance stores,

; 3
quartermaster's stables, commissary cnrral.z

Bennett called attention to the fact that the small Fort Bowie
garrison of forty men, preoccupied with routine tasks like hauling
water, serving as escorts, and guarding the post, scarcely had
time to undertake any serious building program. He did report
that he had sent some men out after timber, both pine and
hardwood, but that after observing conditions at Fort Bowie, "I
consider it absolutely necessary that another company be sent here

24 He also requested

to enable me to properly carry on this work."
the services of four masons and one carpenter, and opined that the
new post should be built of limestone which was abundant in the
ViCinit‘y‘.ES

8. Impediments to Progress
Despite Bennett's forecast for resuming the work, a

reorganization of the military bureaucracy in the southwest once
again dashed construction plans at Fort Bowie. In January, 1865,
Arizona was reassigned to the Military Department of the Pacific,
although it took several months before the actual transfer of
authority occurred. By the reorganization, General Carleton was

henceforth removed from matters pertaining to Fort Bowie. The

23. lbid., p. 1135.
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change coincided with an upsurge in Apache hostility which further
stymied efforts to build a new fort in Apache F’ass..zﬁ

Too few men and increasingly bad weather added to the
problems of renewing work on the post during the early months of
1865, and it was not until mid-year that the project was
mntinued,z? In June, the District Commander, Brigadier General
John S. Mason came to Fort Bowie, saw that "the men are living in
hovels,” and ordered an immediate r-r&sum;:ﬂ'.h:-r'n.‘?B Mason's
instructions were interesting in the detail he provided as to his
expectations. Wrote his adjutant, Captain John Green to Captain

John L. Merriam, then commanding Fort Bowie:

The General Commanding directs that you at once begin
building the new post on the site selected, and in
accordance with the plan as approved. The walls of the
buildings will be constructed of earth moistened with lime
water, and moulded at once into the walls, [using the

procedure] known as the "Pies" [pisé] build?ng+29

26. Murray, "History of Fort Bowie," pp. 93-95.

27. Bennett to McFerran, February 15, 1865. National Archives,
Record Group 393, Records of the United States Army Commands.
District of Arizona, Letters Received, 1869 to 1870. (Hereafter cited
as NA, RG 393.) Copy in the files of FBNHS.

28. Mason to Colonel R.C. Drum, July 16, 1865, in War of the
Rebellion, Series |, Vol. L, Part Il, p. 1281.

29. Green to Merriam, June 25, 1865. NA, RG 393, District of
Arizona, Letters Sent (LS). Copy in the files of FBNHS. Pisé was
a building process utilizing "beaten and rammed earth," and was
much in wvogue in southern Europe at the time. Several buildings
erected at Camp Verde, Arizona, in the 1870s used the pisé method.
"The walls appear to be very solid, and when covered with an
exterior coat of lime, or of hydraulic cement, answer perfectly their

purpose." Report of the Secretary of War, 1874 (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1874), p. 117.
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Mason had chosen another site for the post a short distance above
that selected by Lieutenant Colonel Davis a few months i.=:a|r".‘.evr'.3':I
The "approved plan" had not been located, but must have included

provision for the following:

The Guard house will be built twoe stories, the lower
story of stone laid in lime, the upper [of pisé].

The cells will be arranged in the lower story. The
Quartermaster and Commissary store houses must be
erected first, then the Hospital and soldiers quarters,
next after these, the Officers quarters. The Laundress
quarters and worklshnps will follow .as rapidly as

|:>|:|55iI:7-IE.::H

Captain Merriam accordingly began the work with the
resources at his disposal. He directed timber cutting to begin at

Ojo del Carrizo, some twenty miles from the post, and started

32

burning lime to be used in the construction. Renewed Indian

disturbances caused him to recall the troops sent to saw lumber,
however, "it being absolutely necessary to strengthen the different

33

detachments, leaving this Post." Merriam had yet to receive

formal plans for the new Fort Bowie, so his delay was somewhat

30. Mason to Drum, July 16, 1865, in War of the Rebellion, Series
I, Vol. L, Part II, p. 1281.

31. Green to Merriam, June 25, 1865. NA, RG 393, District of
Arizona, LS. Copy in the files of FBNHS.

32. Special Orders MNo., 29, Fort Bowie, July 11, 1865.
Miscellaneous Post Orders in May, June, and July, 1865, in the files
of FBNHS; Merriam to Green, July 31, 1865, in NA, RG 393, District
of Arizona, LS, Copy in the files of FBNHS.

33. Merriam to Green, July 31, 1865. NA, RG 393, District of
Arizona, LS. Copy in the files of FBNHS.
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justified.34 By September, after Major James Gorman of the First
Cavalry California Volunteers, had succeeded Merriam in command,
there was still no plan available:

On assuming t:r:.ul'n'fj | placed the whole garrison on daily
duty getting out lumber, stone, burning lime &c. There
being ne plan of the Post here, | have only commenced
the storehouse which is partially completed. Over twenty
thousand feet of lumber has been got out, during the last
month [August, 1865], but owing to the scarcity of trans-
portation at the Post, only a portion of it has been
hauled. Will you please send me a plan of the Post as
soon as cunvenient[?]35

The quartermaster and subsistence storehouse that Major Gorman
started building was located about 400 yards north and a bit east of
the post. It later formed part of the northwest corner of the second
Fort Bowie. At the end of September Gorman reported his soldiers
busily engaged in "sawing and hewing out Lumber, splitting shake
for roofing|,] burning Lime &c &c. The work on the Q.M. and
Sub. building goes on slowly from lack of Transportation, though |

hope to have it completed next month."z'ﬁ

But the building was not completed, and just as before
construction on the new post came to a halt during the winter of

34. |Ibid.

35. Gorman to Green, September 1, 1865. MNA, RG 393, District of
Arizona, LS. Copy in the files of FENHS,

36. Gorman to Green, September 30, 1865. NA, RG 393, District
of Arizona, LS. Copy in the files of FBNHS. See also "Map of the
Military Reservation at Camp Bowie, Arizona, Surveyed February,
1869." Cartographic Archives Division, National Archives.
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1865-66. In February, 1866, Lieutenant Colonel Charles A. Whittier
inspected the fort for the Military Division of the Pacific. "These
officers have been sent to the command of Fort Bowie with
instructions to build quarters here," complained Whittier. "None

have yet done it."

The men live in excavations in the hill side, which are
dark, confining and at some seasons very damp. The
place is naturally so wvery healthy from its elevated
position that no great amount of sickness has -existed at
the post at any time, but they are not the kind of
quarters which should be given men to live in.

The quarters are clean and as com fortable as quarters
can be which resemble an Indian rancheria or dog-holes

rather than the habitation of civilized i:lneings.s_'I|r

Whittier cited Major Gorman's lack of equipment, particularly tire

iron, spokes, and felloes for repairing nine broken wagons, as the

prime reason for the delay. He also allowed that confusion existed
over whether the post was to accomodate two companies of infantry,
as directed by General Mason, or one company plus a small cavalry
detachment, as specified by Colonel Davis. Whittier recommended
Uthat quarters for one company of Infantry . . . be at once

see that

constructed," and that the district quartermaster
everything necessary to the construction of quarters, similar to
those of the commanding officer (of rocks, earth & wood cut in the

w38

vicinity) be furnished. Already a temporary structure had

been erected to shelter supplies: "The stores in both

37. Whittier to Major R.N. Scott, March 1, 1866. Fort Bowie
Inspection Report. NA, RG 159. Records of the Inspector General's
Office. Copy in the Arizona Historical Society.

38. Ibid.
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[Quartermaster and Commissary] Departments are kept in a Store
house, small, of stone & earth and under canvas, and are in very

good condition. u39

9. Arrival of the Regulars

In early May, 1866, the California Volunteers garrisoning
Fort Bowie were withdrawn for mustering out more than a vyear
after the Civil War had ended. Company E, Fourteenth U.S.
Infantry replaced the troops at the post and inherited the task of
erecting the new fort, One of the newly arrived soldiers described
the existing quarters as "comfortable huts constructed . . . of
stones, boards, cactus sticks, mesquite branches, etc., and more
or less fancifully furnished [by the wvolunteers] with articles of
their own handiﬂraft-"4ﬂ The quarters were in a generally decrepit
state when the regulars arrived, with both officers' quarters and
quartermaster and commissary storerooms "in a leaking and
otherwise unsatisfactory condition." A party of infantrymen with
mule teams was sent after pine timbers with which to make

repairs. L

10. A New Barracks at the Old Post
It is apparent that much of the work effort during the

rest of 1866 was directed towards improving the existing quarters
rather than building new ones. In accordance with Colonel
Whittier's earlier advice, a barracks for one company was erected at
the old post, probably just below the southeastern crest of the hill

39. |Ibid.
40. Clipping from an unidentified newspaper in scrapbock in the

John A. Spring file, Arizona Historical Society.

41. |lbid.
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where the officers' quarters were located.

this building were described as follows:

During the spring of 1867 Assistant Inspector General Major Roger
Jones visited Fort Bowie.
the

The walls were built with adobes and roofed with earth;
This building consisted of one squadroom, kitchen and
office; there was no mess room, each man receiving his
meals at the Kitchen and disposing [eating] of them in
the kitchen or at a table outside, put up for that purpose
The building being situated at a high point, and the
breeze having from all sides access to it, the wventilation

was considered gaud.42

buildings or huts used as store houses & quarters,"

reported.

The hilly nature of the ground prevented any regularity
in arranging the buildings. No plan as to arrangement or
style was followed--the several little huts are scattered
around against the hills, here, there, & everywhere, as
suited the fancy of the builder. Some are of stone, &
some of adobes. The Men's quarters will not accommodate
more than the present strength of the company
[forty-three men of the Thirty-second Infantry], & as for
officer's [sic] it is difficult to find separate rooms for
more than two or three. As for store houses there are
none deserving the name, but as they are better than
canvas both for protection from the weather & security,
the clothing and Subsistence stores are kept in the only

42.

"Descriptive Commentaries." Fort Bowie, Vol. 125, (1871).
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Some of the features of

"It is difficult to give a correct idea of
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building applied or given up to purposes of this kind.
Most of the Qr Master's Stores are under canvas, &

consequently very insecure, 43

At the time of Jones's inspection only one officer, First Lieutenant
John C. Carroll, was present. Possibly the additional officer
quarters were used by enlisted men. In an indorsement to Jones's
report, Major Charles McCormick, Medical Director of the
Department of California, described "the Hospital accommodations at
Camp Bowie . . . [as] one log house containing three beds and one
wall tent with two beds.“44

Major Jones urged the resumption of work on the new
post only if Fort Bowie was to be a permanent facility in Apache

Pass. His remarks indicated that little more had been done on the

43. Jones to Brigadier General James B. Fry, May 22, 1867. NA,
RG 159. Records of the Inspector General's Office. Copy in the
Arizona Historical Society.

44. McCormick's indorsement of June 28, 1867, in ibid.
Throughout its occupation by the California troops it appears that
the post was consistently called Fort Bowie. See, for example, the
various company returns and muster rolls for Company K, Fifth
Infantry California Volunteers, in the California State Archives,
Sacramento. In January, 1867, the official correspondence began
referring to Camp Bowie, perhaps denoting a more temporary
station than the word "fort" conveyed. In any event, in October,
1878, Headquarters, Department of Arizona, recommended that all
permanent posts in the department be designated as "forts" instead
of "camps." See Colonel Orlande B. Willcox to the Adjutant
General, October 10, 1878. NA, RG 133, Department of Arizona,
Communications Sent (CS), August 24, 1871, to December 31, 1886.
Copies in the files of FBNHS. Consequently, on April 5, 1879,
General Orders No. 2, Military Division of the Pacific, changed the
post's name back to Fort Bowie. NA, RG 94. Records of the
Adjutant General's Office. Reservation File. Cited in Murray,
"History of Fort Bowie," pp. 111n, 179n. For the purpose of
continuity, the term "Fort Bowie" is used throughout this report.
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storehouse since the wolunteers had departed over a year previous.
"When the wolunteers were here," wrote Jones, "“the foundation
walls of a fine ware house were laid on an adjoining hill, which is
even & not broken as the ground is, on which camp is In:ated."45
Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the Department of
California which included Arizona Territory, concluded that Fort
Bowie was indeed to be continued in service, and in August he

ordered that work on the new post be recummenced.qﬁ

11. Improvements at the First Fort

Very little is known of the structures comprising the first
Fort Bowie, other than that they were minimally suitable shelters
thrown up in a routine manner beginning in late 1862. Instead of
the recommendations for repairs and requisitions for materials so
frequently encountered with regard to structures composing the
second fort, there is meager descriptive data concerning those that
made up the first post. Some detail was provided by the Post
Surgeon, J.P. Widney, who arrived at Fort Bowie early in [867.
Noting that "the Fort is on an abrupt hill with cannon commanding
the road in both directions," Widney wrote that "I have a log house

all to myself, a regular Batchelor's den.“ﬂ

Later Widney wrote, "I
intend to have . . . my new chimney white-washed and then | am

ready to receive calls."qa This statement suggests that substantial

45. Jones to Fry, May 22, 1867.

46. McDowell's remarks of August 5, 1867, appended to Jones to
Fry, May 22, 1867.

47. Widney to Mary Bannister, July 21, 1867. Copy in the
Gustave Schneider Collection, - Arizona Historical Society. The
cannon consisted of two 12-pounder mountain howitzers. According
to Major Jones the ammunition on hand consisted of "B7 Shells, 14

rounds of canister shot, & 25 spherical case shot." Jones to Fry,
May 22, 1867.

48. Widney to Miss Bell Widney, December 12, 1867. Copy in
Schneider Collection, Arizona Historical Society.
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improvements continued to be made at the old post. Further details
of the surgeon's quarters were described by Mrs. Orsemus B.
Boyd, who tarried at '"the strange little fort" with her
officer-husband who was enroute to a new assignment:

The post surgeon wvacated his room in our honor; for
which we were wvery grateful, especially when one of
those terrible mountain blizzards came on, in which clouds
of dust so thick are formed that objects cannot be
distinguished at a distance of ten feet. The room we
occupied was built of logs, and dust blew through the
crevices wuntil it seemed as if we were a part of the
universal grit. . . . Officers have the habit of
beautifying their quarters as circumstances permit; and
our friend the doctor, who had incommoded himself for
us, was no exception to the general rule. The rough
mud ceiling of his room had been covered with unbleached
cotton; and shelves, mostly laden with books, were
suspended from rafters by means of the same material
torn into strips. One hanging over the open fireplace
was crowded with botties of all sizes and descriptions,
which contained every form of wvermin and reptile life to
be found in that region. . . . The collection embraced
centipeds, scorpions, tarantulas in their hideous
blackness, and snakes of all kinds--at least those small
enough to be bottled. They were not elegant mantel
ornaments, but having been long accustomed to such
sights | did not mind them. It was, however, altogether
another matter to be brought in actual contact with the
monstrosities, as happened on the second night of the
storm.

We were thoroughly worn out combating the
omnipresent dust, and had retired early, when a

3s



tremendous crash suddenly awakened us from sound
sleep. At first we thought the end of the world had
come; but soon discovered that the shelf containing
bottled tenants had fallen. . . . No description can do
justice to the scene. Everything upon the shelf,
ornamental as well as useful, formed a conglomerate mass,
over which the liberated monstrosities were scattered in
every direction. The doctor apologized for the accident,

but we were none the worse. .49

12. The Bell and Robert Visits
In November, 1867, a party surveying the route for a

railroad along the 32nd parallel camped in San Simon Valley, north
of Fort anie.m William A. Bell, an Englishman employed as
photographer with the expedition, took the occasion to visit the
post. "It consists of a small collection of adobe houses,"
remembered Bell, "built on the summit of a hill, which rises as a
natural look-out station in the centre of the defile, and commands

the road both ways for two or three miles of its ‘rt=.rng‘l:h.“5‘.I Bell

49. Mrs. Orsemus B. Boyd, Cavalry Life in Tent and Field {(New
York: J. Selwin Tait and Sons, 1894), pp. 163-65.

50. L.H. Eicholtz Diaries, 1867-1869. Colorado State Historical
Society, Denwver.

51. William A. Bell, New Tracks in North America. A Journal of
Travel and ﬁhdventure whilst Engaged in the Surve f-:::-r' a Southern

Railroad to the Pacific Ocean during 1867-8 (2 wvol.; London:

Chapman and Hall, 1869), I, 44-45. Also in William A. Beii "Ten
Days' Journey in Snuthern F\mznna " in wonderful Adventure& A
series of Narratives of Personal Experiences Among the Native
Tribes of America (Philadelphia: William B. Evans and Company,

[1874]), p. 48.
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SE and during his

referred to the fort as "a collection of mud huts,"
visit he took a photograph of the place, probably the earliest of
Fort Bowie and the only one known today of the first post during

its active occupalian.sa

One of the best descriptions of the first Fort Bowie was
given by Major Henry Martyn Robert, who made a survey of
Arizona forts and roads in January and February, 1868. Robert,

who subsequently authored the well-known Rules of Order, was a

trained military engineer and his notes concerning the post are of
considerable importance:

Most of the buildings excepting the officers quarters are
on the side hill so that one side is partially underground
thus.

The buildings are either dry stone or stone with adobe
mud for mortar or of Adobe mud (as the Barracks &
Comdg. Officer's grts.) The roofs are all Adobe & leak.
The houses are generally damp & especially Com. Store
room so that the stores have to be removed to be dried

after every rain .54

52. New Tracks in North America, il, 45.

53. 1bid. See discussion of the Bell photograph below.
54. Field Notes, Jan. 10-Feb. 6, 1868. Typescript in the Henry

Martyn Robert Collection, Arizona Historical Foundation, Arizona
State University, Tempe.
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Robert reiterated the need for rebuilding the fort at a more suitable
location:

| should recommend the removal of the post to the site
selected by Col. Bennet [sic] heretofore, three hundred
yard[s] from its present site, where a fine large building
(150" x 30') . . . was begun by him with stone foudation
and concrete walls raised several feet high. To attempt
to repair the existing buildings and build new ones where
they sink into the hill side so far as to keep them damp
would in my judgment cost more in the end than the
building of a new post on a far better site for building,
where there has already been done a great deal of

wnrk.55

Major Robert's report seems to have finally provided the
impetus for pushing ahead with work on the new post, for in (868

=0 The troops still occupied

progress on the buildings resumed.
their quarters at the old fort, howewver, and the transition of men
and supplies was gradual until facilities at the new site were in
readiness to receive them. The hospital at the first Fort Bowie was
in use as late as April, 1869, and consisted of four beds arranged

in "a cellar[-1like rmm.“ﬁ? By February, however, several

55. Robert to Brigadier General James B. Fry, April 9, 1868,
transmitting "Report upon the roads & condition of the Buildings at
Military Posts in Arizona." Copy in the Henry Martyn Robert
Collection, Arizona Historical Foundation.

56. Office of the Surgeon General. Circular No. 4. "Report on
Barracks and Hospitals with Descriptions of Military Posts," by
John A. Billings, Assistant Surgeon, U.S5. Army, 1870 (Reprint,
New York: Sol Lewis, 1974), p. 471.

37. Lieutenant Colonel Roger Jones to Brigadier General James B.

Fry, April 28, 1869. NA, RG 159. Records of the [nspector
General's Office. Copy in the Arizona Historical Society.
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structures had been erected at the new site, all of which suggested
an increased pace of activity since Major Robert's visit.

13. Layout of the Old Post
Some idea of the arrangement of the first Fort Bowie can

be gained from the few known contemporary depictions of the post.
Apparently, only two of these were made prior to 1868, during the
fort's active existence. The earliest portrayal is a painting
probably accomplished by a soldier stationed at Fort Bowie. While
of a primitive art form, the relative positions of the buildings seem
to be correct when compared to the later phutugraphs.sg Most
important, the artist's vantage is from a high hill directly north of
the post, thereby insuring a superb overall view of the entire fort
and its structures. Twenty-nine structures, including a corral,
are evident in the picture. The flagpole is located towards the
north end of the summit of the hill. Evidently, the hilltop served as
the parade ground, for the space is enclosed on the west, south,
and southeast by buildings. Those small structures on the north
and west, according to verbal descriptions, were officers' quarters,
and probably numbered only three or four buildings. They were
built either of logs chinked with adobe mud or of adobe brick. The
commanding officer's house was of the latter type, while the post
surgeon lived in one of the small buildings situated on the western

58. See "Map of the Military Reservation at Camp Bowie
1869."

59. The identity of the artist is unknown. The illustration was
first published opposite p. 26 in Ben Jaastad, Man of the West:
Reminiscences of George Washington Oakes, 1840-1917. Ed. and
annotated by Arthur Woodward (Tucson: Arizona Pioneers'
Historical Society, 1956). The original purportedly reposes in the
Los Angeles County Museum, although efforts by the writer to
substantiate this have been unsuccessful.
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brow of the hill.aﬂ - At the extreme north end of the hilltop

position, northeast of the flagpole, stood a small structure that
most likely was the first guardhouse erected by Major Coult in 1862
as he prepared the early breastwork defenses. The building does
not appear in subsequent photographs of the first Fort Bowie,
supporting the assumption that this painting is indeed the earliest

known graphic representation of the post.

The hill or ridge on which the officers' guarters were
built continues south and loops east. Probably the large structure
built of logs and located near the corral was the post hospital, as
was suggested in the wverbal descriptions--a log house, and a
cellar-like room containing three or four beds. East of the corral,
which undoubtedly was used by the post quartermaster to contain
cattle and sheep, stood the post trader's store, operated in the late
I860s by Mr. John Anderson who also ran a quartz mill near the
s;|::n*h-|g:_:|.ﬁ'.l in the hollow below the post trader's residence were
located the "hovels" of the enlisted men, clearly shown in the
painting as being excavated into the sides of the draw. There
were seven of these structures visible. West of the enlisted mens'
quarters and part way up the hill towards the parade ground were
three buildings and what appears to be a stone ruin, perhaps part
of the early defensive perimeter established by Major Coult. (This
ruin appears in later photographs of the site and seemingly never
shows alteration, so that it is probably safe to discount it as a
structure in process of building.) The largest of these buildings
faces southeast, and quite likely was the barracks built in 1866.

60. Surgeon Joseph P. Widney later identified his quarters on a
stereoptican card wview of the post taken about 1874 by
Photographer D.P. Flanders of Tucson. Arizona Historical Society.

61. "Map of the Military Reservation at Camp Bowie . . . 1869."
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One or both buildings behind possibly served as quartermaster and
commissary storehouses. Below, along the approach road, was a
stable, obviously built of wood, with adjacent haystacks. Nearby
was a structure that in later years was variously known as the "old

mail station," the "old mess house," and the laundresses' quarters.

Probably the only photograph of the first Fort Bowie as
an active military installation garrisoned by United States regulars
was that taken by William A. Bell, who accompanied the railroad
survey in 1867. Bell's photo confirms nearly all of the features of
the painting discussed above, Most obvious are the wooden stable,
post trader's store, enlisted men's quarters, corral, storehouse,
and, barely discernible over the crest of the hill, the officers'
guariers. Although the Bell photo shows the garrison flag
positioned at half staff, there is no official reason for this; the
photograph was likely taken at the moment the flag was being
raised, for shadows suggest that the exposure was made sometime

in the early nu:-rnir'ng.EE

All other known photographs of the first Fort Bowie were
taken after the site had been largely abandoned by the army and
the garrison removed to the new fort. Some of the buildings
continued to be wused by civilian employees until the army
abandoned Fort Bowie in 1894. Informally known as Camp Merijilda,

62. The American Annual Cyclopaedia and Register of Important
Events of the Year 1867 (New York: D. Appleton and Company,
1868) disclosed no obituaries for cabinet or other ranking officers,
or former officers, which would have justified such a display of the
flag.
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63 the first fort

gradually deteriorated away. In about 1874 Photographer D.P.

after Merijilda Grijalba, post guide at Fort Bowie,

Flanders of Tucson made several stereoptican views of the old post.
Most of the buildings appear to have changed little, although by
then the wooden stable and the corral had disappeared altogether.
A photograph of the site taken in December, 1875, or January,
1876, by H. Buehman indicates little change, although a few citizen
employees can be seen standing in front of the old mail station at
the foot of the hill. The area between the station (HS 030) and the
neighboring structure appears to be fenced and it looks like some
repairs have been completed on the latter building. In all of these

pictures the former enlisted men's quarters are beyond view.

One other view of the first Fort Bowie in which
yet-occupied buildings were present was that photograph taken in
1893 or 1894 by the novelist Owen Wister. Significant changes are
recorded in this picture, including structural additions to the mail
station and to the 1866 barracks. Both buildings had by then
received new .rﬂufs, the barracks displaying the hipped style that
was adopted in the early 1880s for the structures at the second
Fort Bowie. Some of the structures on the hill above the barracks
were still evident, but some had faded away. Perhaps material from
these structures was later incorporated into building projects at the
other site,

63. Arizona Citizen, April 8, 1871, cited in Murray, "History of
Fort Bowie," pp. 124-25; "Report of Interments at Fort Bowie,
A.T., March 22, 1883. Recorded in Cemeterial Book, QMGO, p.
92." Miscellaneous records of the Quartermaster General's Office
relating to Fort Bowie, Arizona, and Fort Union, New Mexico.
Microfilm MC 12. Arizona Historical Society. (Hereafter cited as
Miscellaneous records. Microfilm MC 12.)




14. The First Fort Superseded
By the early part of 1869 the relocation of the Fort Bowie
garrison from the old site to the new one was largely complete.

The old post, established on the hill to guard the spring below,
had adequately fulfilled its limited function. Established in 1862 for
the militarily expedient purpose of insuring an uninterrupted line of
communication and supply, Fort Bowie's role had broadened by the
war's end to embrace not only the protection of emigrants but the
fixing of a locus of federal authority in the heart of hostile Apache
country. The mission required a more permanent and extensive
facility than the old post could provide, hence its inevitable
replacement.
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0. The Second Fort Bowie, 1869-1894
1. The New Post and Military Reservation

The new post of Fort Bowie, begun in earnest in 1868,
adhered more rigidly to the theoretical precepts governing military
post construction than did its predecessor. For one thing, the War
Department, and notably the Quartermaster Department, took a more
direct hand in the erection of the fort's buildings. In the years
ahead supply would not be the problem it was for the early post,
and both materials and labor, while not always immediately on hand,
were nonetheless usually accessible. The post was laid out
according to traditional design, with the roughly square parade
ground running more or less in an east-west direction and the
officers' quarte