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federal depository libraries



The Federal Depository Library Program was established by Congress to ensure that 
the American public has access to its Government’s information. The U.S. Government 
Printing Office (GPO) administers the FDLP on behalf of the participating libraries 
and the public. Information products from the Federal Government are disseminated to 
these nationwide libraries that, in turn, ensure the American public has free access to the 
materials, both in print and online. 

Depositories provide online access to Government information. GPO services are offered 
to help users of all ages find Federal information, and depository librarians provide expert 
assistance in using these online services:

Catalog of U.S. Government Publications	 http://catalog.gpo.gov 

�� The finding tool for descriptive records for historic and current publications from the 
Government

�� Direct links to online publications

Federal Digital System (FDsys)	 www.fdsys.gov

�� America’s authentic Government information

Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government	 www.bensguide.gpo.gov

�� Resources that teach how Government works

federal depository libraries

WHAT IS A FEDERAL DEPOSITORY LIBRARY? 

Federal Government information is made available for FREE public use in Federal 
depository libraries located throughout the United States and its territories. What’s more, 
SKILLED and knowledgeable librarians are available to assist in their use. 

ANYONE can visit Federal depository libraries and access the collections. 

Find your local Federal depository library today at: 
http://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/public.jsp

WHAT CAN I FIND AT A FEDERAL DEPOSITORY LIBRARY?

�� Information on topics such as health, business, careers, the military, science, technology, 
travel, nutrition, and more

�� Books, maps, microfiche, journals, periodicals, and more

�� Historical publications dating back to the early days of the Republic

�� Expert reference assistance from Government information librarians

�� Access to online Government information resources

�� A network of librarians to facilitate access to materials located at other libraries

Learn more about Federal depository libraries at www.gpo.gov/libraries.



Federal depository libraries are located within all types of 
libraries throughout the United States and its territories. 

Find a local Federal depository library near you:
http://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/public.jsp

For additional information, contact the GPO Contact Center:

Toll-Free 	 866.512.1800

DC Metro 	 202.512.1800

	 ContactCenter@gpo.gov
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