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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL

AND

ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of

Bulgaria;

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting

and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,

to which both countries are States Party; and

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological and

ethnological material representing Bulgaria's rich cultural heritage;

Have agreed as follows:



ARTICLE I

1. The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its

legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, shall restrict

the importation into the United States of (1) archaeological material ranging in date from

7500 B.C. to approximately 1750 A.D. including categories of stone, metal, ceramic,

bone, ivory, other organics, wood, glass, faience, paintings and mosaics, and (2)

ecclesiastical ethnological material ranging in date from 681 A.D. to approximately 1750

A.D. including categories of stone, metal, bone, ivory, textiles, wood, glass, parchment,

painting, mosaics, and other material identified on a list to be promulgated by the United

States Government (hereinafter referred to as the Designated List), unless the

Government of the Republic of Bulgaria issues a license which certifies that such

exportation was not in violation of its laws.

2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the

Government of the Republic of Bulgaria any material on the Designated List forfeited to

the Government of the United States of America.

3.	 Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is

published by the Department of Homeland Security in the U.S. Federal Register, the

official United States Government publication providing fair public notice.

ARTICLE II

1. The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the

Republic of Bulgaria shall seek to publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the

reasons for it, through various means available including social media.

2. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to

facilitate technical assistance to Bulgaria on the subjects of site security, cultural resource

management, prevention of looting at museums and other institutions, and prevention of

smuggling, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.
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3. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall continue its efforts to identify

and register cultural property, with particular attention to the ethnological materials in the

stewardship of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria and other registered religious groups, as

a means of increasing the protection against pillage and facilitating the recovery of stolen

objects.

4. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to

document, track, and publicize incidents of theft and looting, and promptly report them to

national and international authorities.

5. Regarding export permits, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall

(1) gather and track statistics on the number of such permits requested and issued for both

temporary and permanent export of cultural property pursuant to existing laws and

regulations; and (2) ensure that the process of applying for such permits of export and

temporary export is accessible and clear.

6. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall expand its educational and

outreach initiatives in support of the importance of protecting and preserving the cultural

heritage of Bulgaria into schools and to the general public. Noting that Bulgaria's

museums are well-placed to undertake these initiatives, the Government of the United

States of America shall use its best efforts to facilitate training in museum education to

Bulgaria, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.

7. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States' import restrictions to be

successful in deterring pillage, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall

strengthen enforcement of its own cultural heritage protection laws, aiming: (1) to

increase the overall number of prosecutions; (2) to hand out meaningful sentences or

punishments; and (3) to put into effect and implement the necessary administrative and

punitive measures against the unauthorized use of metal detectors in archaeological

reserves and other areas known to contain cultural assets.

8. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to

encourage its museums to lend archaeological and ethnological materials of the types

covered by this Memorandum of Understanding to U.S. museums and institutions for the

exhibitions and for other scholarly or cultural initiatives, for the maximum time currently

allowed under Bulgarian law.
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ARTICLE III

The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this

Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each

Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds.

ARTICLE IV

1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force upon signature. It

shall remain in force for a period of five years, unless extended.

2. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of

diplomatic notes.

3.	 The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to

review in order to determine, before the expiration of the five-year period of this

Memorandum of Understanding, whether it should be extended.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective

Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding.

DONE at Sofia, this 14th day of January, 2014, in duplicate, in the English and Bulgarian

languages, both texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF	 FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE P BLIC OF BULGARIA:

<A.A._ &C.:-
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MEMOPAWAYM

3A PA3BHPATEJICTBO MENCAY

HPABHTEJICTBOTO HA PEHYBJIHKA BLJWAPHII

H

HPABHTEJICTBOTO HA CLEAHHEHHTE AMEPHKAHCKH LOATH

OTHOCHO HAJIAFAHETO HA OFPAHHHEH1451

B1PXY BHOCA HA KATEMPHH

APXEOJI0FIVIECKH

H

IALPKOBHO-ETHOJIMKKH MATEPHAJIH

OT PEHYBJIHKA BI,JITAPHSI

flpamTencerBoTo Ha Peny6.raca B'bJIrap1451 H FlpararrencerBoTo Ha ebemmeHnTe amepnxaHcicn

inaTn;

geilcmaiehm B C'bOTBeTCTBHe C KOHBeHLIHATB Ha 10HECK0 OT 1970 FOAHH3 OTHOCHO memcwre

3a 3a6paHa H npe,lioTspaTABaHe Ha He3aKoHeH BHOC, H3HOC H npexwbp.runie Ha npaBoTo Ha

CO6CTBeHOCT Ha KysiTypHm UCHHOCTH, 110 KOATO ,Ewerre ,LubcoicaBH ca cTpaHn; H

BOAeHH OT xcenaHmeTo CH ;la HaMaJIAT noA6y,rwre 3a orpa6BaHe Ha He3ameHnmn apxeariornmemi H

eTHOIRDICK14 maTepnann, npeAcTaBsnun 6oraToTo Kr -1TypHo HaCJICACTBO Ha Biorapm;

ce cnopa3ymmxa 3a C.T1e,11HOTO:

1. 	 flpaBwre.ricerBoTo Ha ebe,allHeHmTe amepHKaHCKH WaTH, B C'bOTBeTCTBI4e C'bC CBOCTO

3BKOHO olaTelICTBO, o3arnaBeHo 3aKoH 3a npllnaraHe Ha KOHBeHLIHRTB 3a Ky.TrypHllere lIeHHOCTH,

orpampiaBa BHoca B CbeAnHeHnTe inaTH Ha 1) apxeanormecKn maTepllanH, AaTmpaum OT 7500

rom4Ha np. H. e. Ao 11p146.3143HTeJIHO 1750 rox4Ha OT H.e., BKJ110 14HTeJIHO KaTeroppin OT KaM'bK,

meTan, Kepammca, KOCT, CSIOHOB KOCT, Apyrm opraHninin maTepnanm, KbpB0, C'T'bKII0, 4:1a5ific,

KapTHHH H MO3arIKH 14 2) IrbpKOBH0-eTHOJIMKKI4 maTepnalm, AaTnpaulm OT IlepHo,Lta OT 681 TOAHHB

OT H.e. AO IlpH6JIH3HTeJIHO 1750 roAnHa OT H.e., BKJI10 14HTeJIHO KaTeropnn OT KaM'bK, meTan, KOCT,

CJIOHOBB KOCT, TeKCTHJI, abpB0, CTbKJ10, neprameHT, KapTHHH, MO3ai1KH H Apyrn maTepnann,



onpe,llesieHn B C1114C'bK, KOHTO use 6B,Lke o6Hapar_iBaH OT lipaBHTeSICTBOTO Ha C'bei_114FICHHTe inaTm

(no-Aony Hapn=lax (<060006eH CIIHC'bK>>), OCBeH axo riparinTencTBoTo Ha Peny6.anica BiArapi451 He

143,71aTie pa3peinemie, KOeTO ,E1a y,llocToBeima, lie T03H H3HOC He e B HapymeHme Ha HeilliHTe

3aKOHH.

2. flpaBwrencTBoTo Ha ebe,llimeHnTe amepnicaHciai inaTi4 npeiniara 3a Bp -binaHe Ha

IlpaBHTeJICTBOTO Ha Peny6sinica B'bJ11-ap1451 BCS1KaKBH maTepnarm OT 060C06eHH51 CIIHCIK,

3a,Libmicami OT flpaBHTeJICTBOTO Ha C'be st114HeHHTe amepnicaHcicll WaTH.

3. TaxnBa orpayintieHnsi Bebpxy BHOCa 1311143aT B culla Ha AarraTa, Ha KOATO O6oco6eHHsIT

CHHCbK 6b,lle ny6.rinicyBaH OT ,LLenapTametrra 3a BiapeuniaTa cnrypHocT B1,13 Coe,Lieparninsi perncrbp

Ha ebe,llimeHnTe amepnicaHcicn 11.1aTH, 001)141AHaJIHO 143,aaHne Ha flpaBHTeJICTBOTO Ha ebe dlinHemrce

amepnicaHcicn uiaTH, KOeTO use ocnrypn Heo6xallnmoTo ny6.nnt3Ho AOCTOAHHe.

lineH II

1. HparmerenCTBOTO Ha Peny6J -1mm B'b.111-apH51 14 ripaBVITeJICTBOTO Ha C'be,1=1HHeHHTe

amepmicaHcxn imam ce crpemsrr ,lla Hanpamer fly6J1W4H0 AOCTOSIHHe HaCT031111H51 MeM0paH,E1yM 3a

pa36npaTellcTBo H OCHOBaH1451Ta 3a Hero mpe3 pa3111,1 ,4H14 ,E1OCT'Iall1H cpe,llcuta, BK1110 11HTeJIHO iipe3

connanHyrre mean'''.

2. flpaBwrencTBoTo Ha C'be,L1HHCHHTe amepincaHcial inaern namara maxcnmarnin yCH111451, 3a ,L k a

oica)xe TexHwiecKa nomoin Ha BT).nrapkill no ifbnpocnTe Ha curypHOCTTa Ha o6eKTI4Te,

ynpameHneTo Ha xyllTypHwre pecypcn, npeAurripaTllBaHeero Ha orpa6BaHeTo Ha my3en H Apyrn

14HCTHTy141414 H npe,lloTspaersiBaHe Ha KoHTpa6aHAaTa, cebo6pa3Ho chniecTsyBaninTe nporpamn B

o6inecTBeHnll 14/HJIH maCTH1451 cexerop.

3.	 FlpaBwrellcerBoTo Ha Peny6nHKa ET)nrapn2 we npogb.rnia4 ,lla nollara yam's! 3a

KllewriAminpaHe H perncyllpaHe Ha xynerypHin LleHHOCTH, KaTO we OTACJIH cnennanHo BH14MaHHe

Ha eTHOJRMICKI4Te maerepnann nag yripaBneHneero Ha flpaBoc.riaBHaTa uhpia3a Ha B .b.arapHA H Apyrki

perncynpaHn Bepon3noBe,llaHnsi, KaTO cpeAcrso 3a ysempiaBaHe Ha 3aulknara OT orpa6BaHeTo HM

H 3a yllecHABaHe Ha Bp-buiaHeTo Ha ompa,llHaTn npedrimeTn.



4. flpaBwrencTBoTo Ha Peny6nHxa Bi,nrapHA nonara maKcHmanHH yCH.T11451 3a noicymeHTHpaHe,

npocnexiBaHe H ny6nHtmo pa3rnacnBaHe Ha cnymall Ha Kpa)K6a H orpa6BaHe H 3a He3a6aBHoTo

yBenommBaHe Ha HanHoHanHwre H mewnyHaponHHTe 14HCTHTy1114H 3a TOBa.

5. Ho oTHomeHHe Ha pa3pemeHHATa 3a H3HOC npaBHTeJICTBOTO Ha BBnrapHA: 1) ceb6Hpa H

npocneamBa CTaTI4CT1414eCKH ,LIaHHH 3a 6po5I Ha nomcKaHHTe pa3penteHHA H H3,11a,r_IeHHTe TaKHBa

KaKTO 3a BpemeHeH, TaKa H 3a 110CTOSIHeH H3HOC Ha KynTypHH LIeHHOCTH cbrnacHo

cianecTByBanwre 3aKOHH H HOpMaTHBHH pa3nopen6H H 2) rapaHTHpa ,LIOCTbIlHOCT 14 SICHOTa Ha

npoueca Ha KaHnHnaTcTBaHe 3a nonriaBaHe Ha TaKHBa pa3pemeHHA 3a H3HOC H 3a BpemeHeH H3HOC.

6. flpaBHTencTBoTo Ha Peny6nHxa B'1)111"ap1451 pa3ampsiBa o6xBaTa Ha CBOHTe o6pa3oBaTenHH H

14140pMa14140HHI4 HHH1114aTHBH B nonxpena Ha 3HameHHeTo Ha 3annrcaTa H ona3BaHeTo Ha

KynTypHoTo HacnencTso Ha B"b1IFap1451 B yinunnuara H cpen ampoicaTa o6ntecTBeHocT. KaTo

oT6ensi3Ba, me my3ewre Ha BebnrapHA ca oco6eHo HOAX0,2351111H 3a npennpmemaHe Ha Te3H

HHHUHaTI4BH, HpaBHTeJICTBOTO Ha ebeEtHHeHHTe amepHicaHcKH InaTH Hamra MaKCHMaJIHH yCHJI1451

3a ynecHnsaHe Ha o6ytieHHeTo no my3eilHo neno B B'bThrap1451 c'bo6pa3Ho cbatecTsyBaunrce

nporpamH B o6ntecTBeHHA H/I4J114 ilaCTH1451 ceKrop.

7. „InTe npaBwrencTBa ca CI3F.TIaCHH, tie 3a )1a. 6 .bnaT ycnennill orpaHwieHHATa 3a BHOC,

HaJI0>KeHH OT ebe st114HeHHTe amepHxancKH waTH, C nen BTD3impaHe Ha orpa6BaHeTo

npaBHTencTBoTo Ha PenyErunca BlnrapHA 3acHnBa rippinaraHeTo Ha CBOHTe 3aKOHH B 3ainyrra Ha

KynTypHoTo HaCJIC,LICTBO C nen: 1) yBenHtiaBaHe Ha o6I1n451 6p011 Ha Haim3aTenHkrre npecnenBaHnn;

2) npoH3Hac5IHe Ha e(i/eKTHBHH IlpHC'b,1114 141114 HanaraHe Ha HaKa3aHng; 3) BI,BemcnaHe H npllnaraHe

Ha He06X0,2114MHTe a,LIMHHHCTpaTI4BHH H Halca3aTenHH mepicH cpeiny He3aKOHHOTO 143110JI3BaHe Ha

meTanorbpcalw B apxeonorwiecKH pe3epHaTH H npyrll 30H14, 3a KOHTO e H3BeCTHO, me ciabpwcaT

KynTypHH LIeHHOCTH.

8. flpaBHTencTBoTo Ha Peny6nHica BbnrapHn nonara maKcHmanHH yCH.111451 3a cimmynmpaHe Ha

cBowre my3em na npenocTaBAT Bpememio Ha my3ell H 14HCTI4Ty11,14H Ha C'be,L114HeHHTe amepHxaHcKH

1.11aT14, apxeonorwiecKH H eTHOJIMICKH maTepHanH OT BH)10BeTe, o6xBaHaTH OT HaCT0511111451

MeM0paKayM 3a pa36HpaTencTBo, 3a H3110>K6H H npyril o6pa3oBaTenHH HJIH KynTypHH 14HH1.114aT14BH

3a maKcHmanHo pa3pemeHHA nepHoa cbrnacHo HaCT0511.110TO 6"1".111'apCK0 3aKOH011aTeRCTBO.
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ilaeti III

3arrbmiceHnsura Ha ABeTe nparinTencTBa H AenHocerwre, OCT3111eCTB51BaHH C'brlIaCHO HaCTOSILLIH51

MeM0paH,VM 3a pa36HparencerBo, ca npe,EtmeT Ha 3aKOHHTe H HOpMaT14BHHTe pa3nope olt6m Ha BCSIKO

OT npaBHTencersaTa, KaKTO ca llpHI10)K14MH, BKJ110 14HTeJIHO no oTHomeHne Ha HanwineTo Ha

cpeAcTBa.

LI H IV

1. HaCT051111145IT MeM0paH,RyM 3a pa36BpaTencTso BJI143a B ulna cne,T4 no,anBcBaHeTo My.

Tog ocTaBa B cmna 3a HepH0)=I OT neT TO,LIHHH, OCI3e11 axo TO3H nepno,a He &bile ya-13J1)KeH.

2. FlaCTOSIIIIHSIT MeM0paH,LIyM 3a pa36BpaTencTso moxce Aa 61,,Eke npomeHBH mpe3 pa3m5ffla Ha

411411J10MaTHIleCK14 HOTH.

3. 	 E(DeKTHBHOCTTa Ha HaCT05111.IHM MeM0paH olIyM 3a pa36npaTencTso 1-10,411e)ICH Ha

npepa3rne)c,BaHe, 3a orla ce onpeaem4, IIpe oaH 143T1411aHeTO Ha HeTTO,L1141.11HH51 nepHojk Ha HaCTOSILLIH51

MemopaHaym 3a pa36llparrencTso, gani4 TWA Aa 6T),ae yawniceH.

B HOTBLPACLIEHHE HA KOETO Aanyno,anHcaHHTe, HajmexcHo yrrb.3HomomeHH 3a Tom

npeAcTaswrelm Ha CBOTBeTHOTO cBoe 1IpaBHTeJICTBO, lioanHcaxa HaCT0511.1.1H51 MeM0paHAyM 3a

pa36BpaTencTBo.

C'hCTABEHO B Coct4HB Ha TO3H 14-TH ,rteH Ha suiyapn 2014 FOAHHa, B Asa eitHoo6pa3m4

ex3emna5lpa Ha 6.barapcm H Ha allfJ1HCICKH e3HK, KaTO 14 ,E1BaTa Texcrra ca e,nHatcBo aBTeHTIVIH14.

3A HPABHTEJICTBOTO HA
	

3A HPABHTEJICTBOTO HA

C'bE,IIHHEHHTE AMEPHKAHCKH MATH:
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