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CULTURAL PROPERTY

Memorandum of Understanding
Between the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA and BULGARIA

Signed at Sofia January 14, 2014




NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Seties issued

under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the

United States, and of the several States, without any further proof
or authentication thereof.”



BULGARIA
Cultural Property
Memworandum of understanding signed at

Sofia Jannary 14, 2014,
Entered into force January 14, 2014.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
AND
ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of
Bulgaria;

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,
to which both countries are States Party; and

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological and

ethnological material representing Bulgaria’s rich cultural heritage;

Have agreed as follows:




ARTICLE 1

1. The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its
legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, shall restrict
the importation into the United States of (1) archaeological material ranging in date from
7500 B.C. to approximately 1750 A.D. including categories of stone, metal, ceramic,
bone, ivory, other organics, wood, glass, faience, paintings and mosaics, and (2)
ecclesiastical ethnological material ranging in date from 681 A.D. to approximately 1750
A.D. including categories of stone, metal, bone, ivory, textiles, wood, glass, parchment,
painting, mosaics, and other material identified on a list to be promulgated by the United
States Government (hereinafter referred to as the Designated List), unless the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria issues a license which certifies that such

exportation was not in violation of its laws.

2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria any material on the Designated List forfeited to

the Government of the United States of America.

3. Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is

published by the Department of Homeland Security in the U.S. Federal Register, the

official United States Government publication providing fair public notice.

ARTICLE 11

1. The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Republic of Bulgaria shall seek to publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the
reasons for it, through various means available including social media.

2. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to
facilitate technical assistance to Bulgaria on the subjects of site security, cultural resource
management, prevention of looting at museums and other institutions, and prevention of

smuggling, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.




3. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall continue its efforts to identify
and register cultural property, with particular attention to the ethnological materials in the
stewardship of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria and other registered religious groups, as
a means of increasiﬁg the protection against pillage and facilitating the recovery of stolen
objects.

4. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to
document, track, and publicize incidents of theft and looting, and promptly report them to
national and international authorities.

5. Regarding export permits, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall

(1) gather and track statistics on the number of such permits requested and issued for both
temporary and permanent export of cultural property pursuant to existing laws and
regulations; and (2) ensure that the process of applying for such permits of export and
temporary export is accessible and clear.

6. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall expand its educational and
outreach initiatives in support of the importance of protecting and preserving the cultural
heritage of Bulgaria into schools and to the general public. Noting that Bulgaria’s
museums are well-placed to undertake these initiatives, the Government of the United
States of America shall use its best efforts to facilitate training in museum education to
Bulgaria, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.

7. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States’ import restrictions to be
successful in deterring pillage, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall
strengthen enforcement of its own cultural heritage protection laws, aiming: (1) to
increase the overall number of prosecutions; (2) to hand out meaningful sentences or
punishments; and (3) to put into effect and implement the necessary administrative and
punitive measures against the unauthorized use of metal detectors in archaeological
reserves and other areas known to contain cultural assets.

8. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to
encourage its museums to lend archaeological and ethnological materials of the types
covered by this Memorandum of Understanding to U.S. museums and institutions for the
exhibitions and for other scholarly or cultural initiatives, for the maximum time currently

allowed under Bulgarian law.




ARTICLE I

The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this
Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each

Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds.

ARTICLE IV

1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force upon signature. It

shall remain in force for a period of five years, unless extended.

2. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of

diplomatic notes.

3. The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to
review in order to determine, before the expiration of the five-year period of this

Memorandum of Understanding, whether it should be extended.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective

Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding.

DONE at Sofia, this 14th day of January, 2014, in duplicate, in the English and Bulgarian

languages, both texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: PUBLIC OF BULGARIA:




MEMOPAHJIYM
3A PABBUPATEJICTBO MEXTY
INIPABUTEJICTBOTO HA PEIIVEJINKA BBJTAPUSA
5|
MPABUTEJICTBOTO HA CHbEJUHEHUTE AMEPHKAHCKH ILATH
OTHOCHO HAJIATAHETO HA OTPAHHYEHMS
BBPXY BHOCA HA KATETOPHH
APXEOJIOTHYECKH
u
I'bPKOBHO-ETHOJIOXKKH MATEPUAJIA
OT PENIYBJINKA BbJTAPUS]

[IpaButencTBoto Ha PenyOnuka buarapus u [NpaButencrBoto Ha CheIUHEHHTE aMEepPUKAHCKU
ILaTH;

Hevicteaiiku B cpoTBeTcTBUE ¢ KoHBeHusATa Ha FOHECKO ot 1970 rogusa oTHOCHO MepKHTE
3a 3a0paHa M NpedOTBpAaTsBaHE Ha HE3aKOHEH BHOC, M3HOC M TNpEXBBpiisHE Ha MNPaABOTO Ha
cOOCTBEHOCT Ha KYJTYPHH LEHHOCTH, IO KOATO ABETE b KaBH ca CTPAHM; U
BOJICHM OT JKEJIAHUETO CH J1a HaManaT noAbyauTe 3a orpabBaHe Ha HE3AMEHUMHU apXEOJIOTMYECKH U

€THOJIOXKKH MaTepHuaiy, NpeacTaBsiy 60ratoTo KyJITypHO HacieACcTBO Ha bwarapus;

C€ cropaszymsaxa 3a CJI€AHOTO:

Yien 1

1. ITpaButenctBoto Ha CbeIUHEHHTE aMEPUKAHCKM WIaTH, B CBOTBETCTBHE CBC CBOETO
3aKOHOJATENICTBO, 03arjlaBeHo 3akOH 3a npuiarade Ha KoHBeHLMATA 3a KyJNTYpHUTE LEHHOCTH,
orpaHuyaBsa BHOca B CheIMHEHUTE IIaTH Ha 1) apxeosordyeckd Marepuan, gatupamu ot 7500
roguHa np. H. e. A0 npubauszurenHo 1750 roavHa OT H.e., BKJIIOYHUTEIHO KAaTErOpPHH OT KaMbK,
MeTall, KepaMHKa, KOCT, CIIOHOBa KOCT, APYIM OpraHMYHW Marepuaid, IbpBO, CTBKIO, (asHc,
KapTHHH U MO3aiKd U 2) bpKOBHO-€THOJIOKKHM MaTepHaliy, JaTHpaliy oT nepuoaa ot 681 roauna
OT H.€. Ao npubausutenno 1750 roauHa oOT H.€., BKIIIOYHUTEIHO KAaTETOPUH OT KaMBK, MeTall, KOCT,

CJIOHOBa KOCT, TEKCTHJI, ABPBO, CTBKJO, MEPraMeHT, KapTUHH, MO3allKu W Jpyru Matepuaid,




omnpejie/ieHd B CIHCHK, KOWTO mie 6bae oOHapoaBaH OT MPaBMTENCTBOTO Ha ChEIUMHEHHTE LIATH
(no-nony napuyaH «O60co0eH CIIMCHK»), OCBEH aKkO MPaBUTEJICTBOTO Ha PenyOnuka bbiarapus He
u3fafe paspeilieHde, KOeTo Ja YIAOCTOBepsBa, Y€ TO3M M3HOC HE € B HapyUICHUE Ha HEWHUTE

3aKOHH.

2. [NpaButenctBoro Ha CbheAUHEHUWTE aMEPHKAHCKH IIATH Mpejlara 3a BpbllaHe Ha
npaBuTeNcTBOTO Ha Penyb6nuka bearapus BcsakakBu Matepuanv oTf O00CoOeHHS CIHCBK,

3aabpXKaHHU OT MPABUTCIICTBOTO Ha ChbeIuHEHUTE AaMECPHUKAHCKH HIATH.

3. TakuBa orpaHMueHus BBbPXY BHOCA BJM3aT B CWia Ha jaarara, Ha kodto OG6ocobenusT
cnuchK Obae nyonuKyBaH ot JlenapraMeHTa 3a BbTpellHaTa CUIYPHOCT BbB DeliepanHus perucTsbp
Ha CheJVHEHUTE aMEPUKAHCKHU INaTH, OQUIMaIHO U3JaHUe Ha NMpaBUTEJICTBOTO Ha CheJMHEHUTE

aAaMCpPHUKaAHCKH IATH, KOCTO 1€ OCUTYPH HCO6X0}II/IMOT0 l'Iy6J'lI/I‘-IHO JOCTOsTHHCE.

Yien 11

1. IlpaButencreoto Ha PenyGnuka bwarapus ¥ npaBuTenctBoto Ha ChbelMHEHUTE
AMEPUKAHCKH LIATH Ce CTPeMAT Ja HaMpaBAT IyOJIHYHO AOCTOSHME HAcToAlMA MemopaHiyMm 3a
pa30buMparesicTBO M OCHOBAHHUATA 32 HETrO Upe3 Pas/IMYHM JOCTBIHU CPEINCTBA, BKIIOUMTEIHO YpE3

COLHAJTHUTE MEIHHA.

2. [MpaButencTBoTo Ha ChEMHEHUTE aMEPHKAHCKM LIATH 0jlara MakCUMallHU YCHIH, 3a 1a
OKa)ke TeXHWYecka ToMoLl Ha bBbiarapus NoO BBIOPOCHTE HAa CHIYpHOCTTa Ha OOEKTHTE,
YIpaBJIcHHETO Ha KYITYypHHTE PECYpPCH, NMpPeJOTBPATABAHETO Ha OrpabdBaHETO Ha My3eH U JAPYrH
MHCTUTYLIMA W TpeJ0oTBpaTsBaHe Ha KOHTpabaHJaTa, CbhOOPa3sHO ChHIIECTBYBAalIUTE NPOrpamu B

O0IIECTBEHHS W/WIIK YaCTHHUA CEKTOP.

3. IIpasutencreoto Ha Penybiaumka bBearapusa e Npoab/KM fAa Mojara  yCHiMs 3a
HAEHTUUIMPAHE ¥ PErMCTPUPaHE Ha KyATYPHH LEHHOCTH, KaTo e OTACIH CELHaIHO BHUMAHHE
Ha eTHOJIOXKKHTE MaTepualu moj ynpasjieHueto Ha [IpaBocnaBHaTa ubpKBa Ha bearapus u apyru
pErMCTpUpPaHH BEPOM3TIOBEAHHS, KATO CPEICTBO 33 yBElIMYaBaHe Ha 3allMTaTa OT OrpabBaHETO UM

¥ 3a yJI€CHsABaHE Ha BPBIIAHETO HA OTKpaJdHAaTH NPCIMETH.




4, IlpaBuTencrBoto Ha Penybnuka bbiirapus nonara MakCuMaliHM YCUNIMA 3a JOKYMEHTHpaHe,
npocieasBaHe M MyOJIMYHO pasrjacsiBaHe Ha ciydyad Ha Kpax0Oa U orpabBaHe M 3a He3abaBHOTO

YB€AOMsABaHC HA HAHMOHAJIHUTEC U MEXKIYHApPpOAHHUTE HHCTUTYLLHH 3a TOBA.

5. [To oTHomeHWe Ha pa3pellleHUsATa 3a M3HOC MPaBUTEICTBOTO Ha bwiarapus: 1) cvbupa u
npocielsBa CTaTUCTHYECKHU JAaHHHU 3a Opos Ha TOMCKAHHTE pa3pellleHHUs U HM3JaJeHUTEe TaKHBa
KaKTO 3a BpEMEHeH, Taka M 3a TIOCTOSHEH M3HOC Ha KyJITYPHH LIEHHOCTH CBIJIACHO
CHIIECTBYBAI[UTE 3aKOHM M HOPMAaTUBHH pa3nopeibu M 2) rapaHThpa JOCTBIHOCT M SICHOTA Ha

rnpoieca Ha KaHAUJATCTBAHE 34 MOJIyJYaBaHE HAa TaKWBa pa3zpClICHUA 3a H3HOC U 3a BpEMEHEH H3HOC.

6. [MpaBurencrBoto Ha Peny6iuka bparapus pasmupsea o6xBaTa Ha CBOMTE 00Opa30BaTE/IHU U
MHPOpPMALIMOHHH WHHLMATHBY B MOJAKpena Ha 3HAYEHWETO Ha 3aluTara M OMNa3BaHETO Ha
KyJTYPHOTO Haclle[IcTBO Ha bbiarapus B y4yuwnvuiara U cpej mupokara obmectseHoct. Karo
otbens3Ba, ye My3euTe Ha bbirapus ca oco0eHO NOAXOMAIIM 3a TNpEeanpHeMaHe Ha TeE3W
WHULIMATHBH, TIPaBUTEJICTBOTO Ha ChEIMHEHUTE aMEPUKAHCKH HIATH NoJjiara MakCMMajlHU YCUIIHs
3a yjecHsBaHe Ha OOy4eHHETO Mo My3elHo Jeno B bbarapus cpoOpasHO ChIIECTBYBAILUTE

IporpamMu B obmecTBeHMsA W/WJIH YaCTHUSA CEKTOP.

7. JlBeTe npaBHUTENCTBAa Ca CHINACHU, Ye 3a Ja OBbJaT yYCNELIHM OrpaHMYEHHATa 3a BHOC,
Hanoxeddu oT CobeIdHEHHTE aMepUKaHCKW [IaTH, C Led Bb3MUpaHe Ha orpabBaHeTo
npaBUTENCTBOTO Ha PemyOnuka Bbirapus 3acuiBa NpHIaraHeTo Ha CBOMTE 3aKOHM B 3allMTa Ha
KYJITYPHOTO HaCJEACTBO C Lel: 1) yBennyaBaHe Ha oOIua Opoi Ha HaKa3aTEJIHUTE MpEC/IEABaHuUs;
2) npou3HacsiHe Ha eeKTMBHU MPUCHAN WM HalaraHe Ha HAaKa3aHMs; 3) BbBEX/AHE W MpUJIaraHe
Ha HeoOXOAMMHUTE aJMHHHUCTPATUBHU W HAKa3aTeIHM MEPKHM CPELly HE3aKOHHOTO M3MO0JI3BaHe Ha
METaJoThpCcauM B apXeO0JOrH4ecK! pe3epBaTd M JPYTH 30HH, 38 KOUTO € M3BECTHO, Y€ ChIbpXKaT

KYJITYpHH LEHHOCTH.

8. [MpaButencTBoTO Ha Peny6inka bearapus nojara MakCMMaHU yCHUJIUs 32 CTUMYJIMpaHe Ha
CBOMTE MYy3€M Ja NpEJ0CTaBiAT BPEMEHHO Ha My3eH U MHCTHTYUMH Ha CheMHEHHTE aMEPUKAHCKH
I[aTH, apXEOJIOTHYECKH M €THOJOXKKM MaTepuald OT BHMJOBETE, OOXBaHATH OT HACTOSILUA
Memopanaym 3a pa30MpaTelicTBO, 33 U310XKOU M Apyry 00pasoBaTe/IHU WK KYJITYPHU HHHIMATUBH

3a MAKCHMAJIHO pa3pClIeHUs NEepUoa ChrjlaCHO HAaCTOALOTO 61>nrapc1<o 3aKOHOOATEJICTBO.




Yaen 111

3aab/DKEeHUATa Ha JABETE NpaBUTECIICTBA U JeiiHOCTUTE, OCBIUECTBABAHN CBIIACHO HACTOAILUA
MeMOpaHIl}’M 3a pa36l/lpaTe.HCTBO, ca MpeaIMET Ha 3aKOHUTE 1 HOpDMATUBHUTC pa3nopen6u Ha BCAKO
OT INPaBUTEJICTBATa, KAKTO Ca MNPUIO0XHUMH, BKIIOYHTEIHO IO OTHOHICHHE Ha HAJIW4YHUECTO Ha

CpelcTBa.

Yien IV

1. HacTosmusat MemopaHayM 3a pa3bHpaTesiCTBO BM3a B CHJIA CJI€] MTOANKUCBAHETO MY.

Toii ocTaBa B cuja 3a nepyuoa OT NeT roAuHHd, OCBEH aKo TO3H IIE€PHOM, HC obae YABJIKCH.

2. HacrosumusatT Memopanaym 3a pa3buparesncTBO Moxe Ja ObJe MPOMEHAH upe3 pasMsiHa Ha

JHUIIOMATHUYCCKH HOTH.

3. EdektuBHocTTa Ha Hactosfmus MeMopaHayM 3a pa3sOMpareicTBO TOMJIEKH Ha
npepasriiexaaHe, 3a Jia ce OMNpeey, Npeld U3THYaHETO Ha NETTOIUIIHUA NIEPHO] Ha HACTOAIIUSA

Memopanaym 3a pa3dupatencTso, Aaau ToH Aa Obae yABIKEH.

B ITIOTBBPXKAEHHUE HA KOETO nonynoanucaHure, HaAIeKHO YITBIHOMOILEHH 3a TOBa
NpeJCTaBUTENH HAa CHOTBETHOTO CBOE€ IPaBUTENICTBO, MOANMcaxa HacTosmus MemopaHiaym 3a

pa3buparencTso.

CHCTABEHO B Codus Ha To3u 14-tu neH Ha sHyapu 2014 roauHa, B aBa eaHOOOpasHH

CK3EMILJIsIpa Ha 61>nrapc1<n M Ha aHIJIHMHCKH €3MK, KaTO M JIRaTa TEKCTa ca €JHAaKBO aBTEHTHYHH.

3A IPABUTEJICTBOTO HA 3A TIPABUTEJICTBOTO HA
PEIIYBJIHKA BbJII'APUS: CBEJUHEHUTE AMEPUKAHCKH IIATH:

~

il Ww\m
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