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Map Description

This map depicts the spatial distribution of ownership types across forest land in the conterminous United States circa
2009. The distribution is derived, in part, from Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data that are collected at a sample
intensity of approximately one plot per 2400 ha across the United States (U.S. Forest Service 2012). Ownership
categories were mapped to the landscape using Thiessen polygons, and a forest/nonforest mask was applied to limit
ownership portrayal to forested areas (Butler et al. 2014). Inset maps (below) depict states by the percentage of forest
land held by owner type indicated. States that appear darker do not necessarily have more forested land of a particular
type than other states, but rather have a greater percentage of their forested land in a given ownership type.
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Data Sources

Forest land was identified using a forest probability dataset (Wilson et al. 2012). Public and private ownership types
were derived from FIA plot data, with federal and state land ownership supplemented with data from the Protected Areas
Database of the United States (CBI 2012). Political boundaries and basemap layers are from Environmental Systems
Research Institute (ESRI; Redlands, CA) data and maps. The dataset used to create this map is available for download
(Hewes et al. 2014).
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Map Disclaimer

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service has developed
this information for the guidance of its employees, its contractors, and its
cooperating Federal, State and other agencies. It is not responsible for the

interpretation or use of this information by anyone except its own employees.

The use of trade, firm, corporation, or association names in this publication
is_for the information and convenience of the reader and does not constitute
an endorsement by the Department of any product or service. This product
is reproduced from geospatial information prepared by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Forest Service. Geographic Information System (GIS) data
and product accuracy may vary. They may be developed from sources of
differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or
interpretation, or incomplete while being created or revised. Using GIS
products for purposes other than those or for which they were created may
yield inaccurate or misleading results. This information was released on
the indicated date. The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update,
modify, or replace GIS products without notification.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

USDA

=
United States Department of Agriculture

Distribution of Six
Forest Ownership Types
in the Conterminous
United States

Jaketon H. Hewes, Brett J. Butler, Greg C. Liknes, Mark D. Nelson,
and Stephanie A. Snyder

Map Description

This map depicts the spatial distribution of ownership types across forest land in the conterminous United States circa 2009.
The distribution is derived, in part, from Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data that are collected at a sample intensity of
approximately one plot per 2400 ha across the United States (U.S. Forest Service 2012). Ownership categories were mapped to
the landscape using Thiessen polygons, and a forest/nonforest mask was applied to limit ownership portrayal to forested areas
(Butler et al. 2014). Inset maps depict states by the percentage of forest land held by owner type indicated. States that appear
darker do not necessarily have more forested land of a particular type than other states, but rather have a greater percentage of
their forested land in a given ownership type.
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