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Attention All Drivers:

Idling May Be Harmful

To Your Health

University Study Proves Air
Pollutants from Idling Exhaust 

Can Enter Your Truck Cab

The University of Tennessee performed a study that found 

harmful air pollutants entered the truck cab while 

the truck idled for long periods of time. Typically, trucks park 

and idle alongside other trucks during mandated rest periods. 

In this situation, the amount of pollution entering the 
truck cab can be hazardous to your health.

In fact, according to this 

study some trucks showed 

in-cab concentrations 

of harmful pollutants that 

were higher than the outside 

air. Why? Because once the 

air gets into the truck cab it 

stays there and accumulates more harmful pollutants. If a truck 

driver is sleeping in the truck cab, he or she is 

breathing that unhealthy air for their entire rest period.

www.epa.gov/smartway 1



Sleeping in the cab while idling is not good for your 
health. Here is what you can do to change the picture:

Equip your truck with idle reduction technologies for your 
cab comfort needs.

Participate in the Truck Stop Events National Health Tour 
where you will learn about various health problems that 
many truckers face today. Visit their website for tour dates 
and locations at www.truckstopevents.com

Read on for more information about idle reduction technolo-
gies and the types of financing available. Financing options 
may be found at www.SmartwayFinanceCenter.com

Appealing Idle Reduction Technologies

The following pages include companies that are Affiliates in  
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s SmartWay 
Transport Partnership, a voluntary, public-private partner-
ship that assists the trucking industry with conserving  
fuel and reducing emissions.  This list is for informational  
purposes only. The EPA may not endorse the products or  
services of commercial companies.

To learn about more technologies not included in this list go to:
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/smartway/idlingtechnologies.htm

Auxiliary Power Units 
and Generator Sets  ..............pages 4 – 5

Battery Systems  ...................pages 6 – 7

Fuel Operated Heaters  .................page 8

Thermal Storage Systems  ............page 9
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Financing Options

Need help buying an Idle Reduction Technology?

Getting a competitive load for Fuel Saving Technologies or a Clean 

Truck is just a click away. EPA’s Smartway Transport Partnership 

has developed a new web-based finance clearinghouse where 

buyers of fuel saving technologies and clean trucks can submit 

one application and have lenders compete for their business. 

The application is free, simple and fast. Once you submit your 

application, lenders send you their offers. You pick the best 

offer for you.

• Simple Application

• Competitive rates from lenders

• Fast online decisions

Get started today
SmartwayFinanceCenter.com

10 www.epa.gov/smartway



Reduce Your Idling
Go The SmartWay To Save
Money And Stay Healthy

SmartWay recommended idle - reduction 
technologies save you money on  

fuel and ensure you comply with state  
and local idling laws.

To find out more about the SmartWay Transport  
Partnership and idling reduction technologies, visit  

www.epa.gov/smartway or call (734) 214-4767.


