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REPORT ON 1960 
FOREST TREE SEED CROP I N  NEW ENGLAND 

The 1960 f o r e s t  t r e e  seed c r o p  i n  New England was 
g e n e r a l l y  a medium one, accord ing  t o  r e p o r t s  rece ived  from 
o b s e r v e r s  i n  f i v e  of  t h e  s i x  s t a t e s . 1  The c r o p  was f a i r l y  
uniform throughout  t h e  r e g i o n ;  t h e r e  were on ly  few r e p o r t s  
o f  marked d i f f e r e n c e s  between d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s .  On t h e  
whole, t h e  c r o p  was somewhat b e t t e r  than t h a t  i n  1959, and 

- 

very much b e t t e r  f o r  some n o r t h e r n  hardwood s p e c i e s .  

Spec ies  producing t h e  b e s t  seed crops,  region-wide, 
were r e d  and sugar  maples, whi te  ash, beech, and elm; t h e s e  
c r o p s  g e n e r a l l y  were r e p o r t e d  a s  heavy o r  medium t o  heavy. 
However, s e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s  noted t h a t  many of  t h e  sugar  
maple f r u i t s  were empty. Other  hardwoods, excep t  b l a c k  
cherry,  b o r e  medium crops  i n  most s e c t i o n s ;  t h e  b l a c k  c h e r r y  
c r o p  was very  l i g h t  and s p o t t y .  

Coni fe r  s p e c i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  had poore r  c r o p s  than  t h e  
hardwoods. Repor t s  f o r  t h e  c o n i f e r s  ranged most ly  from l i g h t  
t o  medium. No heavy p ine  seed c rops  were r e p o r t e d  t h i s  y e a r  
from any l o c a l i t y ,  and t h e r e  were some r e p o r t s  of  f a i l u r e s  
( t a b l e  1 ) .  A p o t e n t i a l l y  heavy c rop  of  whi te  p i n e  seed i n  
t h e  Champlain Val ley  i n  Vzrmont was s a i d  t o  have been de- 
s t r o y e d  by cone i n s e c t s .  

Seed c rops  o f  a l l  s p e c i e s  tended t o  be  somewhat b e t -  
t e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  of Maine, New Hampshire, and Ver- 

' ~ a s e d  on 46  r e p o r t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  Maine 12, New Hampshire 7 ,  
Vermont 20, Rhode Island 2, Connecticut 5 .  St a t e  Serv ice  Fores ters ,  Industr ia l  
f o r e s t e r s ,  and U. S. Fores t  Serv ice  personnel cooperated i n  supplying t h i s  i n -  
formation.  The p r o j e c t  was conducted by t h e  Committee on S i l v i c u l t u r e ,  New 
England  S e c t  i o n ,  S o c i e t y  o f  Amer ican  F o r e s t e r s .  



mont than in other sedtions. Balsam fir, characterized by a 
light crop over most of New England, bore a heavy crop in 
the northern Green Mountains. Crops were comparatively poor 
in eastern Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

Table 1.--Forest t r e e  seed crops i n  New England, 1960 

* 
Seed crops a re  c l a s s i f i e d  as follows: 

Species 

F = Failure:  none, o r  few seeds on occasional  t r e e s .  
VL = Very l i g h t :  few seeds on 25 percent  of the  t rees .  
L = Light:  few seeds on 75 percent of the  t r e e s .  
M = Medium: some seeds on a l l  t rees,  many on some t r e e s  (up t o  75 percent) .  
H = Heavy: some seeds on a l l  t rees,  many on most t r e e s  (over 75 percent) .  

White pine Very l i gh t ,  spot ty  Several reported f a i l u r e  
Red pine Light, spot ty  Several  reported f a i l u r e  

White spruce Medium, spot ty  -- 
Red spruce Light, spot ty  Occasionally medium 
Balsam f i r  Light, general  Heavy i n  northern Vermont 

Hemlock Medium, general  Light i n  northern New Hampshire 
Tamarack Light, general  -- 
Red cedar Light, general  -- 
White cedar Medium, general  Heavy i n  northern New England 

Red maple Heavy, general  -- 
Sugar maple Heavy, general  Several reported empty seed coa ts  
Black b i rch  Medium, general  - - 
Yellow bi rch  Medium, general  Be t t e r  i n  northern New England 
White b i rch  Medium, general  - - 
Red oak Medium, general  Poor i n  southern New England 
White oak Medium, general  Poor i n  southern New England 

Basswood Medium, spot ty  Ranges from very l i g h t  t o  medium 
Beech Medium, general Heavy i n  some areas 
White ash Heavy, general  -- 
Black cherry Very l i gh t ,  spot ty  -- 
Butternut  Medium, spot ty  Ranges from very l i g h t  t o  medium 
Elm Heavy, general Medium i n  Connecticut 

Trembling aspen Medium, general - - 
Bigtooth aspen Medium, general  -- 

Seed crop 
c l a s s i f i c a t i on*  

and d i s t r i bu t i on  
Remarks 



Table 2.--Seed crops compared for two years 

(Se lec ted  spec ies  i n  Vermont) 

Seed crop c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
Species  

Balsam f i r  
White pine 
Red pine 
Hemlock 

Red maple 
Sugar maple 
Beech 
White ash 

*see t a b l e  1 .  

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  region-wide t r ends  i n  s i z e  o f  seed 
c rop  from 1959 t o  1960, r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  2 yea r s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  
spec i e s  i n  Vermont were compared. These r e p o r t s  ( t a b l e  2 )  
a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  i n d i c a t i v e  because they were made bo th  yea r s  
by t h e  same men. The gene ra l  t r ends  a r e :  f o r  con i fe rs - -  
l i t t l e  change, mostly l i g h t  c rops  bo th  y e a r s ;  f o r  hardwoods 
--markedly b e t t e r  c rops  i n  1960. 
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