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Close Woods U t i l i z a t i o n  Commonly 

Pract iced i n  Delaware 

Woods-utilization s tudies  were recen t ly  made on 
randomly se lec ted  logging operat ions s c a t t e r e d  throughout 
Delaware. A s  would be expected, most of t h e  operations 
s tudied were i n  pine stands i n  t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  
s t a t e .  They showed t h a t  very c lose  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  t r e e s  
cut  was t h e  genera l  ru le .  

Delaware loggers apparently don ' t  objec t  too  strenu- 
ously t o  bending t h e i r  backs. Of 317 pine  t r e e s  they c u t  
f o r  sawlogs on t h e  operat ions studied,  249 (78 percent)  were 
c u t  with stumps no more than 6 inches high. Only 6 t r e e s  
cut  ( 2  percent)  l e f t  stumps more than a foo t  high. 

Hardwoods were not cut  so low a s  the  pine. This was 
no doubt due t o  severa l  f ac to r s ,  such a s  g rea te r  b u t t  swell  
and more frequent occurrence of b u t t  r o t .  Of 68 hardwood 
t r e e s  c u t  f o r  sawlogs, only 2 t r e e s  ( 3  percent)  were cu t  
with stumps of 6 inches o r  l e s s .  Thirty-nine t r e e s  (57 per- 
cent )  were cut  with stumps between 6 inches and 1 foot ,  
while 27 t r e e s  (40 percent)  l e f t  stumps more than 1 foot  
high. 

The u t i l i z a t i o n  of belorr-grade mate r i a l  i n  t h e  main 
stem was even more important than t h e  c u t t i n g  of low stumps. 
For hard pines t h e  volume of below-grade mate r i a l  cu t  from 

\ 

' I \  sawtimber t r e e s  was equal t o  24 percent of t h e  grade volume 
-. "I" i n  those  t r e e s .  For hardwoods this f igure  was 1 5  percent.  

--WAYNE G. BANKS, Forest  Economist 
Northeastern Forest Experiment S t a t i o n  
Forest  Service, U.S. Dept. Agriculture 

L ,  d 




