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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued

under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the

United States, and of the several States, without any further proof
or authentication thereof.”



MALDIVES
Defense: Status of Forces
Agreement effected by exchange of notes at

Colombo December 31, 2004,
Entered into force December 31, 2004.
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The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments o the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives and has the honer to refer to

- recent discussions between representatives of our two governments regarding issues

related to military and DOD civilian personnel of the United States who may be
temporarily present in Republic of Maldives in connection with tsunami disaster relief or
other mutually agreed activities.

As 8 result of these discussions, the Embassy proposes that such personnel be

" accorded the status equivalent to that accorded to administrative and technical staff of the

United States Embassy under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of
April 18, 1561, and that they may enter end exit Republic of Maldives with United States
identification and with collective movement or individual travel orders.

The Embassy further proposcs that U.S. military personnel be authorized to wear
uniforms while pérforming official duties and to carry arms while on duty if authorized to
do so by their orders; and that the Government of Republic of Maldives accord duty-free
impertation and exporation as well as exemption from internal taxation on pﬁducts,
property, material, and equipment imported into or acquired in Republic of Maldives by
or for the United States government in connection with its official activities, Vehicles,
vessels, and sircraft owned or operated by or exclusively for the United States srmed
forees shall not be subject to the payment of landing or port fees, pilotage charges,
navigation, overflight or parking charges, light and harbor dues, or overland transit fees,

_ while in Republic of Maldives: however, the United States armed forces shall pay

reasonsble charges for services requested and received.

DIPLOMATIC NOTE



F innll}; the Embasay proposes that both governments waive sy and alf claims
(other than contractual claims) against each other for damage, loss or destruction of the
other's property or injury or death to personnel of the two governments arising out of the
performance of their official duties. Claims by a third party arising out of either scts or
omissions by any United States personnel may, at the discretion of the United States, be
dealt with end sett]ed by the United States in accordance with U.S. law. -

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of Republic of Maldives, the
Embassy proposes that this note, together with the Ministry’s reply, shall constitute an
agreement between the two governynents which shall enter into foree oh the date of the
Ministry's reply. -

-.F‘Ihi‘ﬂmbusy takes this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
-Republic of Maldives the assurances of its highest consideration.

-~

Embassy of the United States of America,
December 31, 2004.

DIPLOMATIC NOTE
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Raference: (#3) WE-7-B/2004/ 59

The Minlatry of Foreign Affais of the Republic of Maldives presants its

comspliments to the Embessy of the United States of America 1o ths Rapublic of
Mialdives snd, with roftvence to the latter’s Nots no. 095, datad 31 Decambar 2004,
regayding {ssusa related to military and DOD civilunpe:mml who may be pressst n
ﬂdedivulnmocﬂon with tsunam{ disaster relef ot other mumually egroed
mﬁmmm;hmombnmwmaWoImﬂwmtof&eMm
to the follawing propoeals mads in the sforesald Note:
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that ailitary acd Deparment of Dafence civilias pezsonnsl of

ths Usnited States bo sccorded the status equivalent to that
aecordéd to administrative and technical saéf of the United
Stetas Embassy usder the Vieu Convextion on Diplomatio
Relstions of 18 April 1961, and they be sllowed 1o enter and exit
the Maldives with United States identification, szd with
sollective movement or individua! travel arders;

that Unitsd States militery personnel ba suthocised % wesr
uniforms while performing offisial dutios and to cany mmma

while on duty if suthorised to do so by thelr orders;

fhat the Government of Maldives accord doly-fres importarisn
mwﬁmuwmumpﬂamwwe@
products, property, materisl, and equipment imparted into- or

' Mqﬂredmtbcwldlvnbyorferh Unlmdﬂm-dovmmt

!ncmcﬂan wvith jt1 afficial activitios;
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that ychiclos, vetsels, and alroraft ownad or operated by or
exclusively for the Unlted Stater armed fbroes be excmpt fom
tha payment of landing or port fees, pilotage charges, navigatiaz,
overflight or peridng charges, lght and harbour dues, or
overland trazalt fees, While {n the Maldives; and that the Unitad
States armed forces shull pay reasonable ubngufcrlervlm
requcated -ndmaiv-d, :

thet both Govuamen_u waive any and all claims (other than
Sontrectual claizis) sgainst each other for damage, loes or
degtruction of ths othar's propesty or injury or death to personnsl
of the two Governments eriging out of the performanos of their
dustios, exdept claiims by s third party rlsing otss of efthar asts or
omissions by auy United States parsoznal, which the Unitad
Sm:wnhﬁmdcndwwhhmmhw'
with US [xw; and

The Ministry also conurs to the proposal that the Embasay's Note no,

095 and this Nota constitute an agreament between ths two Goveraments which ahalf
enter into Ruce on 31 December 2004,

Notwithstsnding tho above, the Miniatry wandars whetber thers would

be a tised for United States military personinel to oLy Kms dwingra!!-fopmﬂm ina
“Wluchuthmd:m

'The Ministry of Forsign Affkirs of the Rspublia of Maldives avell

itself of thls oppartunity to reasw to the Embussy of the Uﬁ!tad Statas otA.muln to

ts Rnpublic of Maldives tho assursnces of its hi;bzst ecmldenuon._ 7

Mal, 3 Decc_mmm

Embassy of e United States of Americs

COLOMBO




