
T he Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance (HMA) grant programs 

provide funding for eligible mitigation activities 
that reduce disaster losses and protect life and 
property from future disaster damages. For 
example, a HMA grant was used in a Kentucky 
community to add stream gauges and identify 
response actions that would be followed to 
remove the contents of homes and businesses 
to safe places prior to a flood. 

Grants to enhance community flood warning 
capabilities must meet the requirements of the 
National Flood Insurance Program's 
Community Rating System. In addition, the 
proposal must match the kinds of eligible 
projects listed in their state and local govern- 
ment approved mitigation plan. A listing of 
State Hazard Mitigation Officers is available 
at: www.fema.gov/about/contact/shmo.shtn 

For more information on the HMA grant 
program, go to: 
www.fema.gov/governrnent/grantlhmal 
index.shtm 



A re you prepared if too much water falls on 
or flows into your community? What flood 

protection options are available to your 
community? 

It floods nearly every day somewhere in 
America. Community leaders need to be aware 
of flood risk that can be caused by excessive 
rain, tropical storms, dam breaks, rapid snow 
melt, or ice jams. One way emergency officials 
can take positive steps to save lives and 
property is by implementing a Local Flood 
Warning System. 

H ydrologic data from a Local Flood Warning 
System (LFWS) provides real-time 

information to help make many important 
decisions including prepositioning of resources, 
=locating expensive property, evacuating or 
sheltering-in place residents at risk, and closing 
flood-prone roads before a disaster happens. 

Increasingly, federal, state, and local agencies 
are investing in cost-effective hydrologic 
monitoring equipment that helps provide early 
warning for floods. These systems have addi- 
tional benefits providing useful data for fire and 
water management and other environmental 
applications. 

A well-designed LFWS includes: 

Instruments and communications 
technologies that monitor and report changes 
in the environment in real-time. (Modem 
systems may even Include automated signs 
and barriers.) 

Analysis and forecasting components for 
rapid decision-making. 
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