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and BULGARIA

Signed at Washington December 5, 2002




NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued

under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the

United States, and of the several States, without any further proof
or authentication thereof.”



BULGARIA

Cultural Property

Agreement signed at Washington December 5, 2002;
Entered into force November 30, 2009.



AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
ON

THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION
OF CERTAIN CULTURAL PROPERTIES

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic
of Bulgaria (hereafter referred to as Parties) - - '

Desirous of successful mutual cooperation in the fields of culture and cultural heritage of
either state,

Convinced that such an agreement will contribute to the strengthening of numerous
contacts between the two states,

Bearing in mind the respect due to fundamental human rights, and seeking to promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial and religious groups,

Convinced that each culture has a dignity and a value which must be respected and
preserved, and that all cultures form part of the common heritage belonging to all mankind,

Desiring to enhance the protection of cultural heritage and provide access to the
treasures of national and world culture without discrimination,

Considering that deterioration or disappearance of items of the cuitural heritage
constitutes a harmful impoverishment of the heritage of all the nations of the world,

Convsidering that the protection of cultural heritage can be effective only if organized
both nationally and internationally among states working in close cooperation,

Considering the principles of the Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, and

Desirous of elaborating concrete steps in furtherance of the principles and purposes of
the 1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Hentage,




Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

Each Party will take appropriate steps to protect and preserve the cultural heritage of all
national, religious, or ethnic groups (hereafter referred to as "groups") that reside or resided in its
territory, including victims of genocide during the Second World War.

The term "cultural heritage” for the purposes of this Agreement means places of worship, sites of
historical significance, monuments, cemeteries, and memorials to the dead, as well as archival
and other authentic and documentary materials relating thereto.

ARTICLE 2

The Parties shall cooperate in identifying lists of appropriate items falling within the scope of
Article 1, particularly those which are in danger of deterioration or destruction. Either Party may
publish such lists.

ARTICLE 3

Each Party will ensure that there is no discrimination, in form or in fact, against the cultural
heritage of any group referred to in Article 1 or against the nationals of the other Party in the
scope and application of its laws and regulations concerning:

(a) the protection and preservation of their cultural
heritage;

(b) the right to contribute to the protection and
preservation of their cultural heritage; and

(© public access thereto.

ARTICLE 4

In cases where the group concerned, referred to in Article 1, is unable, on its own, to ensure
adequate protection and preservation of its cultural heritage, each Party shall take special steps
to ensure such protection and preservation of cultural heritage within its territory and shall invite
the cooperation of the other Party and its nationals where assistance is required for this purpose.

ARTICLE 5

Properties of cultural heritage, referred to in Article 4, that are of special significance shall be
designated in the lists of items of cultural heritage. Such lists shall be publicly announced and
communicated to competent federal, state, and local authorities.

All properties of cultural heritage so designated shall be protected, preserved, and marked in the
manner stipulated by valid legal internal regulations of either Party. Public access thereto shall be
ensured.

Such lists of items of cultural heritage shall be designated by the Commission referred to in
Atrticle 6 hereof The Commission may also designate properties for inclusion in the list at any
time.

ARTICLE 6

A Joint Cultural Heritage Commission is hereby established to oversee the operations of the lists
referred to in Articles 2 and 5, and to perform such other functions as are delegated to it by the
Parties. Each Party shall appoint not more than three members to the Commission, who may be




assisted by alternates and advisers. Decisions of the Commission shall require the assent of all
members. The Parties shall cooperate in supplying the Commission with access to the items of
cultural heritage and information necessary for the execution of its responsibilities.

Each Party through its representative on the Joint Cultural Heritage Commission (JCHC)
referred to in the first paragraph hereof may request that special arrangements, as appropriate, be
worked out under the procedures of the JCHC to protect and preserve the cultural heritage in
the territory of the other Party of groups not covered under Article 1, in cases where such
cultural heritage is associated with the cultural heritage abroad of citizens of the requesting Party
and is in need for any reason of protection and preservation. The other Party will consider steps,
within the scope of its laws and regulations, to respond to the request.

The United States Commission for the Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad shall be the
Executive Agent for implementing this Agreement on the American side. The Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria shall be the Executive Agent for implementing this
Agreement on the Bulgarian side. Either Party may, by diplomatic note to the other, change its
Executive Agent.

ARTICLE 7

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to relieve either Party of its obligations under the
1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage or any other
agreement for the protection of cultural heritage.

ARTICLE 8

This Agreement shall be implemented in accordance with the laws and regulations of both
countries and the availability of funds.

ARTICLE 9

Disputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement shall be submitted to the
Agents referred to in the third paragraph of Article 6.

ARTICLE 10

This Agreement shall enter into force upon an exchange of notes by which the Parties inform
each other about the fulfillment of their respective legal requirements for entry into force. It may
be amended by mutual written agreement of the Parties.

This Agreement shall remain in force until terminated by either Party giving written notice to the
other Party through diplomatic channels of its intention to terminate this Agreement, which
notice shall be effective six months from the date of delivery.

DONE at &/M‘&ni Mb()/ this 54& day of )cc‘emé.e& 2002, in

duplicate, in the English and Bulgarian languages, each text being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVE RNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE REPUHLIC OF BULGARIA:

i
§




CIIOPA3ZYMEHMUE
MEXIY

IMPABUTEJICTBOTO HA CBbEAUHEHHUTE
AMEPHKAHCKH HIATH

141
MPABUTEJICTBOTO HA PEITYBJIMKA BhJITAPUS
3A

OITA3BAHE U CBbXPAHSIBAHE
HA ONIPEJEJIEHU KYJITYPHU NAMETHHIIA

[TpaBurencreoro Ha Cbeaunennre amepukancku wath u [lpaButencTBoto Ha
Perry6nuka buarapus /Hapnuanu no-Hatatsk Ctpanu/ --

JKeNaelKH YCMEeWwHO B3aMMHO CHTPYAHH4YECTBO B o0nacrra Ha Kyiarypara
KYJNTYDHOTO HAacleacTBO HA ABETe ABPKABH,

ybeneuu, 4e TakoBa CNOpa3yMEHHe L€ AOMPUHECE 3a 3aCH/BaHE Ha KOHTaKTHTE
MeXIy ABETE ABbPKABH,

MMaiiki MpeABHA 3aUHTAHETO HA OCHOBHMTE HOBEIUKH NpaBa U CTpPeMeliku ce na
HACBLPUAT Pa3BHPATEACTBOTO, TONEPAHTHOCTTA H NPUATENCTBOTO MEXIY BCHUKH HaLMH,
PacOBH H PETUrHO3HH IPYNY,

y6emenu, 4e BCska KyITypa HMa CBoe JOCTORHCTBO M LEHHOCT, KOMTO TpsbBa aa ce
yBa)kaBaT !l Ma3AT, ¥ 4e BCHYKH KyJATYPH Ca 4acT OT 0OLUIOTO HACAEACTBO, TIPHHALIEKALLO
Ha LANOTO YOBEHECTBO,

XeNaeidKH [a ce pasillip¥ OMa3BaHETO Ha KYNTYPHOTO HAacNeacTBO M fga ce
(penocTaBM HOCTHI [0 CHKPOBMINATA Ha HALMOHANHAaTa M CBETOBHA KynTypa 6e3
OHCKPHMHHALMA,

CUNTAliKN, Y€ yBPEXAaHETO HJIH 3alHYaBAHETO HA OTHEAHH NaMETHHUW Ha
KyATYPHO HACNEACTBO MPEACTABAABA TeXKa 3aryba 3a HACIEACTBOTO HA BCHUKW HALIMH 10
cBeTa,

CYHTAHKH, Y€ ONa3sBAHETO Ha KYJTYPHOTO HAaCJeNCTBO Moxe 13 Obae epekTHBHO
€aMo B PaMKHTE Ha TACHO CbTPYAHHYECTBO Ha ABYCTPAHHO ¥ MEXAYHAPOAHO PaBHHILE,

OTHUTAAKY MPHHLHMHTE Ha 3aKIOUHUTENHMA akT oT Xen3uHcKkaTa KOH(epeHuns 3a
CHTYPHOCT U CBHTpyAHH4YecTBO B EBpona, 1

xenaeiiku aa ce Habenexxar KOHKPETHH MEPKH C LielI MO-HATATbLUIHO YTBbP:KAaBaHe
Ha npuHuMnuTe M Uenure Ha KouseHuusTa oT 1972 r. 3a onaseaHe Ha CBETOBHOTO
KyJNTypHO H NPHPOJHO HACNENCTBO,




ce 002080puUXa 3a CAEOIOMO:

YIEH 1

Bcsika enna ot Ctpanure Tpsa6Ba fa npennpreMa ChOTBETHH MEPKU 33 OMa3BaHe H
CbXpaHfBaHE Ha KYJITYPHOTO HACNEAICTBO Ha BCHYKM HAPONHOCTHH, PENUIHO3HU MM
€THUYECKH Tpynu (HApHYaHM MO-HATATBK “TPYMH”), KOMTO KUBEAT WJW Ca XHUBEIU Ha
TEPUTOPHATA H, BKIIOYHTENHO M XKEPTBUTE HA NPECTBINICHHETO FeHOUWA NO BPEME Ha
BTopara cBeTOBHa BOiHa.

IToHaTHeTO “KYNnTYpHO HaciaeacTBo” 3a uenure Ha CrOpa3syMeHHETO O3Hayasa
Mecta 3a GorocnyxeHue, oOEKTH OT HCTOPHYECKO 3HAYEHHE, MaMeTHHUM, rpobuwa u
MEMOpManH Ha 3ardHaiM, KaKTO H apXUBHH W [APYTH ABTEHTHYHMU M [OKYMEHTANTHH
MaTepuali, CBbP3aHHU C TAX.

YIEH 2

CrpanuTe cH CHTPYAHHYAT NPH M3FOTBAHETO HAa MACHTH(OHMKAUHOHHH CIHCBUM HA
onpeneneHu 06exTH, NOMAKAMIH B NMPHIOXKHOTO MONE Ha wWieH 1, 0cobeHo Te3n KOUTo ca
3acTpallleHH OT NoBpeda W paspylasaHe. Bcska oT crpanute mMoxe Aa nyOnukysa Tesu
CITHCBLIH.

YIEH 3

Bcaka eaHa ot CTpaHuTe rapanTupa, 4e HAMa RHCKpUMHHalHA, ¢opManHa UaK
¢daxkTHyecka, M0 OTHOLIEHUE HA KYATYPHOTO HACREACTBO HAa KOSTO M Ja € OT rpynHTe Mo
un. | UaM 0 OTHOLIEHHE HA TPAXKAAHHTE Ha ApYraTa CTpaHa B o0cera M MpHIIOKEHHETO Ha
CBOMTE 3aKOHH H pasnopeadH, OTHACAM ce 10

a/ oma3paHe U CbXPaHABaHE Ha TAXHOTO KYATYPHO HACNEACTBO;

6/ mpaBOTO Ha CHAEHCTBHE 33 ONa3BAHETO H CHXPAHABAHETO HA TAXHOTO KYNTYPHO
HACNeJICTBO U

B/ [OCTBIIa Ha OOIIECTBEHOCTTA 10 HETO.

YJIEH 4

B cnyyaure, B KOHTO CbOTBETHATa TPyma, IOCOYEHA B Wi |, He MOXe cama [a
OCHTYpPH HALIEXKHO OMAa3BaHe W CbXPAHABAHE HA CBOETO KYNTYPHO HACNEACTBO, BCAKA
eana or CTpaHHTe NPeAnpHeEMa CrielHaIHH MEPKH 33 OCUTYPABaHEe HA HY)XKHOTO Ona3BaHe
Il ChXPAHABAHE HA KYJITYPHOTO HACMEACTBO Ha HeilHa TepuTopus u ce obpblua 3a
CHTPYAHHYECTBO KbM APYraTa CTPaHa HIH KbM HelHH rpaZlaHd, koraro e Heobxoauma
nomouy.

YJIEH 5

O6exkTHTe Ha KyATYpHO HAcleICTBO, MpeiaMeT Ha wi. 4, KOMTO HMaT ocobeno
3HAYEHUe, Ce ONPENeNnaT B CIHCHUM C 00EeKTH Ha KYNTYPHOTO HacneAcTBo. Te3i Cruchbuu
ce ofaBABaT NyOAMYHO W CE NPeJOCTaBAT Ha KOMMNETEHTHHTE QefepanHu, SbpPKaBHH H
MECTHH OpraHH.

OGexkTHTe Ha KyATYPHO HACNENCTBO, OMpedeNeHH IO TakbB HaunH, e Obaar
3ama3eHy, ChbXpaHeHH W 00O3HaueHW Mo HayWHA, OMpeneNicH B AEHCTBALIMTE BBTPEWIHH
HOPMAaTHBHH aKTOBE Ha BCAKa oT CrpaHure. OOiecTBeHMAT OOCTBM A0 Hero e Obae
OCHTypeH.




Takusa cnucbuy ¢ 06eKTH Ha KYATYPHO Hacnencrso ce ompeaensat oT Komucuara
no un 6. Komucuara Moke CbIIO MO BCAKO BpeMe Aa OMNpenend HMyLECTpa 3a
BIJIFOYBAHE B CTHCHKA.

YJIEH 6

CnapaBa ce CbBMeCTHa KOMHCHS MO KYATYPHOTO HAc/EACTBO, KOATO Habnioaasa
AeffHOCTHTE MO NPHIOKEHHWETO HAa CITHCHLMTE, MOCOYEHW B UieH 2 M 4NeH 5, KakTo M
M3MBAHABA APYrH Takusa PyHkuiy, nenernpanu ot Crpanure. Besika eana ot CTpanute
ompenens He NnosBede OT TpHMa uneHoBe Ha Komucuara, kouro Morat aa 6wupgar
MOANOMAraHH OT 3aMECTHHUM M CbBeTHMUM. Pemenusata Ha Komwucusta u3smcksar
CBITIACMETO HA BCHYKH uneHoBe. CTpaHHTe CH CHTPYINHMYAT NPH OCHIYPSBaHETO Ha
poctent Ha KomucusTa 10 00ekTM Ha KyANTYpHO HacneacTso M a0 vHbopmaims,
Heo6XonuMa 3a HITbJIHEHHE HA TEXHHUTE 3abJDKEHHS.

Beaka crpana upes npencraButens ci B ChbBMECTHATA KOMMCHMA MO KYITYPHOTO
uacnencteo /CKKH/, mocouena B anumes 1, moxe na nmoucka aa Gbaar paspaGorenn
TIOAXOAAILM CNEMHANHA MepkH B ChoTBeTcTBHe ¢ npoueaypute Ha CKKH ¢ uen onassaue
H CbXpaHEHHEe Ha HAMHPAILLO Ce Ha TepUTOpHATA Ha apyraTa CTpaHa KyATYpHO HACAeACTBO
Ha rpynH, KOHTO He BAn3aT B 00XBaTa Ha umeH |, B Cly4anTe, B KOWTO TaKoBa KYJATYPHO
HAC/EACTBO € CBBP3aHO C KYATYPHOTO Hac/leacTBO B 4yxOHHa Ha rpaxaain Ha Ctpanara-
MONNTEN H € HalHie HeoOXOMMMOCT OT ona3BaHe W cbXpaneHue. [lpyrata crpaHa B3ema
o/l BHUMAHHE MEPKH B PaMKuTe Ha 00XBaTa Ha CBOMTE 3aKOHH M Hapenbu, B OTroBop Ha
MCKaHeTo.

Komucusta Ha CoveIMHEHHTE IIaTH 33 CbXPaHABAHE HAa aMEPHKAHCKOTO
HacJIEACTBO 3ad rpaHila € OpraHsT MO M3NbJHeHHe Ha ToBa Cnopasymenmne oT
amepHKaHcka cTpaHa. MUHHCTepCTBOTO Ha kynTypaTa Ha PenyGnuka Bvarapus e opransr
Ao H3nbJHeHe Ha ToBa Cnopasymenne oT Gbarapcka crpana. Ilpu npomsiHa Ha oprana
no u3nbiHexne, Bcaka ot CTpanuTe MOXE la YBEAOMH MO AHMIOMATHYECKU ABT Apyrata
Crpana 3a ToBa.

YWIEH 7

Huwo B Tosa CniopasymeHue HAmMa Aa ObAe THIKYBaHO [0 HAYMH, OcBoOOXnaBau]
KOATO U Aa € oT CTpaHHTe OT U3NbJHEHHE Ha HeliHuTe 3aabakeHHa no KoHseHuusTa or
1972 3a onazpaHe Ha CBETOBHOTO KYJITYPHO M MPHPOAHO HACAEACTBO HAW HA KOETO H Ja e
Jpyro cnopasyMeHHe 3a Ona3BaHe Ha KyNITYPHO HacleACTBO.

YJIEH 8

Tosa CnopasyMeHHe ce U3MBLAHABA B CHOTBETCTBHE ChC 3aKOHHTE M Hapeabute Ha
nsete CTpaHH, KaKTo ¥ C HaNHYHKTE QOHAOBE.

YIEH 9

Cnoposere, CBbP3aHH C ThIKYBAHETO MM npHiaraeTo Ha ToBa Cnopaszymese ce
OTHACAT 0 OpPraHHTe, IOCOYEHH B AJIMHEA 3 Ha uieH 6.

YJIEH 10

Tosa Cnopa3ymMeHue Bnu3a B CHJIa OT NOJIy4aBAHETO HA HOTHTE, ¢ kouto CTpaHuTe
ce yBeNOMSABAaT B3AHMHO, Y€ €& H3MbAHUIN MPABHUTE CH H3MCKBAHHUA 33 BIM3AHETO My B
cuna. To Moxe na 6blie M3MEHAHO Ype3 NMHCMeHO criopasyMeHHe Mexay Ctpanure.




YIEH 11

Tosa CnopadymeHme ocTaBa B CHNA, HOKaTo enHa oT CTpaHWTe He YBENOMH
apyrara CTpaHa NHCMEHO MO AHNIOMATHYECKH ITBET 32 HAMEPEHUETO CH [a ro MpeKpaTH.
Heiicteuero na CnopasyMeHHETO Ce NpPEKpaTABa Cilel H3THHYaHe Ha G-mecedyeH CpPOK OT
JATaTa Ha MIONy4YaBaHe HA YBEAOMJIEHHETO.

Moanncano BwuB %A%{-’b(:’ Ha ﬁme{b 2002 r., B aBa

ennooﬁpamu EK3EMILTAPA, BCEKH OT KOHTO HA AHCAHHCKH H 6'bJ'll'.‘«lpCKl'l CIUK, KATO H
ABATA TEKCTAa HMAT €AHAKBA CHJIA.

3A TPABUTEJICTBOTO 3A MPABUTEJ
HAP
BbATAPHAL,

OTO






