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USDA Resolves Wildlife Conflicts in Nevada

Every day, residents, industries, organizations, and agencies call on
Nevada Wildlife Services (WS) for expertise in protecting agriculture,
property, natural resources, and human health and safety from
damage or threats posed by wildlife. Managed by professional
wildlife biologists, WS responds with effective, selective, and humane
strategies to resolve wildlife conflicts. WS does this in close collabo-
ration with the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Division of
Resource Protection, and in cooperation with Federal land manage-
ment agencies, other State agencies, and municipalities.

Applying Science & Expertise to Wildlife Challenges

WS offers information, advice, equipment, and materials that enable
many people to resolve wildlife conflicts on their own. Often, this
technical assistance can be provided over the phone. WS also
provides on-site expertise, or direct assistance, to manage complex
wildlife problems that cannot be safely resolved by others. To
support this effort, WS conducts scientific research across the
Nation to develop answers to new problems posed by wildlife and to
ensure the program benefits from the latest science and technology.
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Top 5 Major Assistance Activities:

® Protecting domestic livestock and natural resources from predators
® Protecting public safety from aircraft collisions with wildlife
e Protecting the public from attacks or threats by mountain lions and coyotes

® Protecting public health by monitoring for plague, rabies, West Nile virus,
and other zoonotic diseases and parasites

e Protecting Federal and State listed threatened and endangered species

Top 5 WS Research Projects of Interest to Nevada:

® Defining and reducing wildlife hazards to aviation

e Evaluating waterfowl as disease, parasite, and noxious weed reservoirs

* Managing coyote predation through reproductive intervention strategies

* Managing predators through new methods to protect livestock and wildlife

® Improving assessment, sampling, and economic methods for wildlife
domage management

E-mail: robert.h.beach@aphis.usda.gov
Web site: www.aphis.usda.gov,/ws

Protecting Public Health and Safety—Nevada is recognized as
having sylvatic plague, the non-human form of bubonic plague, in its
wild rodent populations. With nearly 90 percent of Nevada’s
acreage being Federal lands open for public use, the incidence of
plague in wild rodent populations is of critical interest to State and
County health departments. In cooperation with various health
departments and the State Department of Agriculture’s Animal
Testing Laboratory, WS routinely takes blood samples from predators
during routine wildlife damage management activities to test for the
presence of plague titers. The results of these tests are provided to
medical facilities throughout the State.

In addition to disease concerns, increasing incidents of overly bold,
threatening, or biting coyotes have become routine in urban areas
around the Tahoe basin, a popular tourist area. Additionally, moun-
tain lion numbers have increased to a level where lion sightings in
urban environments are not uncommon. WS, in cooperation with
the Nevada Division of Wildlife and local police dispatchers, works to
ensure that human/wildlife conflict situations are addressed
expediently.

Protecting Air Travel—Due to the limited availability of water and
green vegetation outside of urban areas, Nevada routinely has large
numbers of waterfow! (Canada geese, mallards, and coots) concen-
trated within urban areas. The daily activities of these waterfowl, as
they travel between food and water sources, frequently overlaps with
airport properties or air travel corridors. This contact increases the
threat of a wildlife/aircraft collision. WS, in cooperation with the
Nevada Airport Authority, has conducted an annual urban goose



round-up in the Truckee Meadows since 1987 and in Las Vegas
since 1998 to reduce this risk. As a result of these annual round-up
activities, more than 11,000 Canada geese have been captured and
banded, with about 7,000 of these geese being relocated to refuges
across the State. Without WS’ goose relocation activities, urban
goose numbers within the Truckee Meadows would represent an
unacceptable threat to aviation.

In addition to these efforts, WS’ National Wildlife Research Center
(NWRC) conducts research from its Sandusky, Ohio field station to
reduce wildlife hazards to aircraft and the traveling public. Studies
are underway at several large airports where scientists evaluate
habitat management practices and wildlife dispersal techniques.
NWRC also maintains the National Wildlife Strike Database used by
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and airports to monitor
trends and wildlife species that pose the greatest concern to
aviation. Any and all applicable tools developed to better manage
wildlife risks to aircraft and travelers will be employed by

Nevada WS.
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Looking to the Future

For Nevada, aviation safety has become a growing concern.
Population growth and city development around Nevada’s major
airports has created an ideal habitat for migratory birds such as the
Canada goose, mallard duck, and the American coot. Growing
populations of birds in close proximity to airports with increasing
traffic patterns has created a greater need for wildlife biologists with
expertise in airport wildlife hazards management.
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In addition to receiving federally allocated funds, WS also receives
money from cooperators; such as producers; private individuals;
businesses; and other Federal, State, and local government agencies
who have a vested interest in the program. In most cases, these
cooperators need help to resolve wildlife damage problems or they
play a role in wildlife damage management.
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