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USDA Resolves Wildlife Conflicts in Mississippi

Every day, residents, industries, organizations, and agencies call on
Mississippi Wildlife Services (WS) for expertise in protecting agricul-
ture, property, natural resources, and human health and safety from
damage or threats posed by wildlife. Managed by professional
wildlife biologists, WS responds with effective, selective, and humane
strategies to resolve wildlife conflicts.

Mississippi is a diverse ecological mix of urban and suburban
settings as well as agricultural and forested environments that serve
as home to more than 2.8 million people.

Accordingly, WS works to reduce wildlife threats to human safety
and property by managing wildlife related damage such as flooding
to roads, crops, and timber; depredation to the aquaculture industry;
and the potential spread of disease. WS also helps to protect State
and Federally threatened and endangered species.

Applying Science & Expertise to Wildlife Challenges

WS offers information, advice, equipment, and materials that enable
many people to resolve wildlife conflicts on their own. Often, this
technical assistance can be provided over the phone. WS also

©0 0000000000000 000000OC0OCOCGOGOGIEOGNOSEOSOSOIOOS
Top 5 Major Assistance Activities:

® Protecting airport safety
© Responding to private property complaints

© Teaching college and continuing education courses on wildlife damage
management

* Managing beaver damage
* Managing aquaculture domage

Top 5 WS Research Projects of Interest to Mississippi:

e Defining and reducing wildlife hazards to aviation

@ Reducing blackbird damage to sunflowers and feedlots

* Managing problems caused by vultures

* Managing bird predation to aquaculture in the southeastern United States
® Protecting timber and forest resources
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provides on-site expertise, or direct assistance, to manage complex
wildlife problems that cannot be safely resolved by others. To
support this effort, WS conducts scientific research across the
Nation to develop answers to new problems posed by wildlife and to
ensure the program benefits from the latest science and technology.

Protecting Property and Natural Resources—Beaver damage
costs the citizens of Mississippi several million dollars a year.
Damage affects roads, bridges, drainage structures, agricultural
fields, private property, and timber. In 1989, the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, the Mississippi
Department of Agriculture and Commerce, the Mississippi State
University Extension Service, the Mississippi Forestry Commission,
and the Mississippi Department of Transportation formed an advisory
board to address beaver problems within the State. WS administers
the program and currently manages all State highway beaver prob-
lems as well as damage to county roads and private lands in 66 of
the 82 counties within Mississippi.

WS’ National Wildlife Research Center (NWRC) Olympia, WA, field
station is working with Mississippi WS to develop census techniques
that can be used to estimate beaver populations in the southeast.
Other beaver population estimating techniques are not applicable to
this region.

Current operational activities provide direct assistance for people
experiencing beaver problems, but Mississippi WS personnel also
provide technical assistance to individuals who wish to solve beaver
problems on their own.

Protecting Aquaculture—Fish-eating birds cause an estimated
$5 million in losses annually to the Mississippi aquaculture industry.



This estimated loss would be two to three times higher if WS did not
use nonlethal harassment methods to reduce predation. Two bird
species, the double-crested cormorant and the American white peli-
can, are responsible for most damage to the aquaculture industry in
Mississippi. Populations of both species have increased over the
last decade.

A tremendous amount of research has been conducted on fish-eat-
ing bird problems through NWRC's research station in Starkville, MS.
Currently, research is being done using satellite telemetry to track
cormorant movements within their flyways. Data from this study will
be used to assist the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in devel-
oping a population management strategy for double-crested cor-
morants.

In addition, WS conducts aerial surveys of cormorant night roosts in
the Mississippi delta every two weeks, from October through April.
Areas of heavy cormorant concentrations are noted and aquaculture
producers close to these locations are notified, so they can plan
appropriate harassment activities. WS specialists also educate pro-
ducers about nonlethal harassment methods to disperse other
species of fish-eating birds, and when necessary, help producers
obtain depredation permits from FWS. WS has also begun to survey
American white pelicans from the ground and the air, in order to
help producers plan ahead for harassment activities.

Protecting Threatened and Endangered Species—Although
black bears were thought to have been almost extinct in Mississippi,
over the last 10 years, sightings of these animals have been on the
rise along with damage caused by them. WS assists the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks and FWS to resolve
damage and other problems associated with bears. In cooperation
with WS, Mississippi State University has completed numerous stud-
ies regarding black bears.

Most bear issues are handled using nonlethal methods such as
harassment and electric fence exclusion. Using these approaches,
WS assists the Mississippi Bee Keepers Association with problem
bears around their hives. The program also helps private citizens
who experience bear damage to their property and crops. WS is
actively involved with the Mississippi Black Bear Restoration Task
Force and the Black Bear Conservation Committee. Recently, WS
efforts have focused on educating the public about bears.
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Looking to the Future

There are several issues that are emerging within the State as
wildlife populations continue to grow and thrive in Mississippi. Feral
hogs are damaging greater quantities of agricultural crops. In addi-
tion, pseudorabies, a swine disease, poses a greater threat to the
domestic hog industry as numbers of feral swine climb. Canada
Geese that have taken up residence in urban areas are also becom-
ing a growing concern for property owners, as are black bears.
Concern over wildlife-borne diseases such as rabies and West Nile
virus (WNV) is increasing as well. Mississippi WS has begun working
with the Mississippi Department of Health to monitor for both rabies
and WNV. Finally, as the Mississippi Gulf Coast becomes increasing-
ly developed with resorts and casinos, it is expected that wildlife will
be displaced from their natural habitats and become a greater nui-
sance to humans.

Mississippi Wildlife Services Funding e eeeceececee

In addition to receiving federally allocated funds, WS also receives
money from cooperators; such as producers; private individuals;
businesses; and other Federal, State, and local government agencies
who have a vested interest in the program. In most cases, these
cooperators need help to resolve wildlife damage problems or they
play a role in wildlife damage management.
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