Y . I UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
i m : WASHI NGTON, D. C. 20460
"

OFFI CE CF
SOLI D WASTE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

. . OSWER 9230.0-97
Signed April 12, 2002

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Tranamittd of “Superfund Response Actions: Temporary Relocations Implementation

Guidance’

FROM: Elaine F. Davies, Acting Director Elaine F. Davies
Office of Emergency and Remedid Response

TO: Superfund Nationa Policy Managers
Region 1-10

PURPOSE

This memorandum transmits OSWER Directive 9230.0-97, “ Superfund Response Actions:
Temporary Relocations Implementation Guidance.” The collective experience of the Agency is that
guidance will lead to congstency in Superfund program oversght and management. It isimportant to
follow this guidance and to document decisions and ass stance associated with temporary relocations.
This guidance provides Regions and potentidly respongble parties (PRPs) with policy and procedures
for temporarily relocating residents during response actions carried out under Sections 104 (a) and
106(a) of the Comprehensive Environmenta Response, Compensation, and Ligbility Act (CERCLA).

DISCUSSION

The objective of this guidance isto ensure that: temporary relocations are carried out in away
that is sendtive to the needs of the people being reocated; EPA isfar and consstent in the way
temporary relocations are carried out; al temporary relocation comply with relevant laws and guidance.

Because temporary relocation is so complex and are conducted during both remova and
remedid actions, a diverse workgroup was formed to develop this guidance. Workgroup was made up
of membersfrom OERR and severd remova and remedid programs as well representetives from the
Offices Regiond Counsd and the Office of Genera Counsdl. The guidance developed by the
workgroup expands upon guidance provided by the Uniform Relocation Assstance an Redl Property
Acquigtion Policy Act of 1970 (URA), as amended, and the Uniform Relocation Assstance and Redl
Property Acquisition Relations for federal and federally assisted programs contained in 49 CRF Part 24
and capitaizes on lessons learned a many Superfund Sites,

In developing the guidance, the workgroup tried to capture the complexity and time consuming
nature of conducting temporary relocations. Additiondly, the group recognized the importance of a
team agpproach to relocation and the need to understand the process prior to committing the



government to atemporary relocation. Consstency isimperative. When followed, this guidance will
ensure a consistent gpproach and that rel ocatees are treated fair and equatability.

CONCLUSION

Overdl, the guidance provides regions the flexibility necessary for solving complex temporary
relocation issues. It aso provides adecison framework to ensure consistency in the fair and equitable
treatment of residents affected by the temporary relocation.

Because the range and scope of response actions where temporary relocation may be
contemplated, and because each resident’ s life has unique circumstances, this document is unlikely to
answer dl questions. Relocation expertsin OERR and OGC are experienced in working with
temporary relocations conducted throughout the ten regions and they have contacts at other federa
agencies who can provide additiond advice. The subject matter specidists for this document are Terri
Johnson and JoAnn Griffith.

Copies of this document may aso be obtained from the OERR Document Center
(703) 603-9232. Copies of this document are adso available on our web Ste at
http://Amww.epa.gov/superfund/pubs.htm.
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