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Barge Canal solution: Fill it

Cost put
‘at one-tenth
‘orniginal figure

By Nancy Bazilchuk
Free Pregy Staf] Writer

Vermont's (irst Superfund haz-
ardous waste site, tangled in red
tape for more than 10 years, will
finally be scaled off [rom Lake
Champlain under & 34.46 milllon
plan chosen Monday.

The plan for Burlington's Pine
Street Barge Canal Superfund site
is not a cloanup; no wasle will be
removed, Instead, a2 foot-thick
underwater Jayer of sand will be
Inid over the most conlaminated
paris of the canal, and an above-
ground foot-thick sand layer will
be laid over two smaller areas
near the canal.

The proposal shoold keep con-
taminants out of nearby Lake
Champlain and allow fish, insccts
and other crontures to move back
to the 125-year-old canal.

1t leoves open the possibility
that less contaminated parts of
the site might be developed. That
includes eventual construetion of
the Southern Connector, a road
designed more than two decades
ago to speed traffic into down-
town Burlingion from the south.

The decision reached Monday
by the Pine Sirect Barge Canal
Coordinating Council is a drasti-
ally scaled-down plan compared
o a propossl made by the U.S,
invironmental Protection
sgency in November 1992, Al
hat Ume, the EPA said it would
fean up the siic with a 350 mil-
on, 25-foot high landfill the size

I University Mall, built on the
wore of Lake Champlain.

The Barge Canal was contami-

ited by wastes from a plant that
nverted coal inte gas for heat-
3 and lighting between 1908
d 1966, Coal-tar wasles con-
ning cancer-causing substances

Solving the Pine
Street Barge Canal
Superfund question

The lotal cost of preventng poliution from
the contaminated Barge Canal will be $2.1
milllon, with another $2.3 millon requived
aver several decades to monltor the site

16 make sure contaminants stay in place,

m Areas 1,2 and 8; These areas are
underwater snd would be ¢oversd with a
sand and silt layer, or cap, deslgned to be
afaot thick. Because te sand and silt will
seltle over dme, the inltial thickness of the
cap will nead to be 2.5 to 3 feet thiek,

m Arens 3 and 7;: These upland and
wetland aress also will be covered with 2
sand layer, but becgusa they are not under-
water the initlel layer of sand will have ta.
be only 1.5 feet thick, Weilands will be
reconstructed on the site over the eap.

W Areas 4, 5 end 6: These areas would
be protected with deeds and govemment
restrictions fmiting water and land uses in
the defined anea.

Lakeside Avenus

Maiia
Buldng

e ; "

" Cltizens ol

! --L-Hn-!m-tlup'-

1. Cansl. Tha pok .~ -
U ited

G- sadled off tram .’

Foimer Pepsi Cols

were dumped or spilled in the

Frew Presx

the plan would protect the lake.

wetlands and the canal behind
the plant. The EPA estimates that
more than 600,000 eubic yards of
soil is contaminated by the
wastes; that's enough to fill a
fooiball field more than 100 feet

deep. )

Publle outrage over the plan
caused the EPA (o withdraw its
proposal in May 1993, in pat be-
cause the $5 million of studies
that preceded the cleanup plan
never clearly established whether
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In rosponse to citizen frustra-
tion over the botehed studies and
cleanup delay, EPA Administra-

See CANAL, 44
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NVIRONMENT

Cleanup
backed
by EPA

Plan addresses:
Barge Canal site

By Mancy Bazhchui
Free Pnu.ﬂgg Wirer

EPA chief Carcl Browner
praised newly relessed plans
for Vermont's [irst nd
hazardous waste siie Tueaday
at a nationsl confesence of
state environmental officials in

Burlington.
“With the comm S in-
volvement, we reth t our

spproach to the cleamup™ for
the Pine Street Bange Canal,
Browner told the gathering at
the Radisson Hotel Burlington.
“The community came to the
table and camc up with an idea
that was cheapor spd had
widaspread support.”

The Environmental Council
of the States, a natiowal, nomn-
partisan coalition af eoviron-
mental officials from 48 states
and lerritories, will cosclude
ite fourth annual meeting in
Burlington today, The group’s
sgendn has included discussion
of overything from ghobal cli-
mate chonge Lo air pollution
regulation.

Browner's remarks came a
day after the Burlington plan-
ning group she cresled four
years ago agrecd on a proposal
to control wastes at the 70-acre
Superfund site.

The 54.46 milllon proposal
ealls for sealing pollutants un-
derground by sproading & layer
of sand and silt over polluted
sodimentd in the woters of the
canal. Two nearby upland sites
would be topped with a protec-
tive coating of sand. .o

Browner aythorized the
Pinc Street’ Barge Camal Coor-
dinating Committes, a group

See CLEANUP, 3B

CouncH

B WHAT; The EPA estab-
lished the netion's first co-
ordinating counatl in Ver-
maont.
B WHEN: [n 1983,
| WHO: The ocouncil i in-
cludes residents, liable
businesses and regulsion,
N WHY: | reaponse to
' the frustration of Vermeont-
ars over delays and
batched studies in the
claan up of the Pine Sreet
Barge Canal sits,

B
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VERMONT

CLEANUP: Chief eraises plan

Continued from Page 1B

of business leaders, government
officials. environmental pgroups
and interested citizens, after the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Apeney's own plan to build 2 $50
million, 13-aere landfill on the
site was overwhelmingly rejecrad
Ilsggz‘!ermnmm in November

The Barge Canal is one dem-
enstration of how cooperaton
can work, even with thorny issues
such ¢ hazardous waste sites, she
said. State officials need to find
ways to expand this approach to
regulating pollution, she said.

iWe need to focus on how 10
fingd cost-effective solutions, and
how 1o provide mere flexibility to
those in the business community
whpp may want to go further than

the minimum standards requirs,” .

she said.

|

New ways of tracking how
muych pollution is emiwed by
buginesses, and how many per-
mi}s have been issued by each of
tho states, will help state officials
assess the effectiveness of envi-
ronmaental ‘' protection programs,
she said,

“We are now able to look at
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not just the number of effluent
permits issued, but how contami-
nated the water is and how much
pollution is going into the water,”
she said.



‘Barge/Canal

cleanup totals
$30 million

“Plan bundles - w-mmm_m
other pro;ects | e oo Budng

and the Burlington Electric

Bxﬂancy Bazllchuk 7. | -Department cffices.
e Press Siaf Wrier '~ | B WHAT: Beginning n

: eI BB ; urenymaum
" Andinan un’usua] and mnc- 1 ‘"H'e spﬁled or.dumped. Irl
vanw: approach, the federal En. | e wetlands afd canalbs-.
nm_ﬂmmmmn_

ental : lt“nd t{-& plant, contemiries,.
is backing a community group's ;;%Sﬂoﬂ;l:‘:EOO 000 cuble

plan to include cther Burlington &
pollution sources as part of the |- ;;:ngssa:ﬂﬁefggg L

package. . oo+ | ‘charged by the federal Envi<
The plan calls for leaving .| -ronmental Protection Agency °
contaminants in the Barge Ca- | tocome Lp with a cleanup
nal, instead of an expensive re- ‘plan has praposed to Isolate
moval, so the group decided to |. the most taxic contaminants
attack ‘other pollution in,Bur: in the canal with a sand and

i 1o make up for ecadey | 40, Sl e ol

of lake pollution from-the canal. up-also wants to tackle
wastes. The approach has been gﬂe',’ama cleanup projects
endorsed by EPA New England to improve Lake Champimn s
Regional Dlrecmr M water quality.. - '
lars, " B COSTS: For thé underwa-
“In rétum for a more aﬂ‘orda- | - ter cap and assoclated monl-
ble cleanup we should explore | toring $6 milion to $10 mi-
other environmental benefits as | ggﬂ%‘g;ﬁmg:ﬂﬁggﬁ o
art of il | :
’.pﬂIS Sﬂnlduns :E'Etﬂemeni’ Dev:l ?ﬁl Il S&S Wuld wp
-The EPA_has spent 15 years | A *Eem nn_],
and mofé’'than $5 million'study- -
ways 10 clean up the c;mal--"' o ST K
hich 'p-as pollu;edph;,r ooal tar Vermontm:s rejwund ‘the EPA%
ln the ea.rlj’r 20th gentury. - 861 milliol Barge Canal project,
2-THe 'chinmunity - provp, the: LS .EPA;hus been using the site
. Pineﬂtmei .Barge Canal Coordi-. 1o tests s of involving ‘the .
natifig “Coumncil, wants to clean '°°r§1m“9‘- w:: . sglp""f“nd baz-
pnllu'lcd g Englesby Ravine in -ardous Waste me eanup_s

urlingion's . .
Blanié'li*for ,the p::rmnncnt ‘el

urg of - Blatichard: Beach. - Als
be;l'.f;i_gf vonsidersd is # Tec

mngton-area busm&sscsjd
idice their use of toxics 'I.Ii.ll

iwﬁuld o'thcnlme d:ralp into".the
l.akh ;
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BARGE: Cleanup to cost $ 30T 1

Cnntlnued from Page 1A ;

7. The Barge Canal Coﬂrdmatmg
Council includes businesses that
will pay for the project as well as
Burlm,gmn residents and repre-

gentatives of the Lake Champlain-

Committee, a watchdog group. .

> The EPA created the council.

In 1993 afler Vermont officials .
tondemned the federal agency’s

$50 milion plan to clean up the -

canal. The proposal was ‘to pile

contaminated sediments and soil

in a 25-foot high, 13-acre landfill
on top of the most polluted part
of the site. Another $11 million

was spent “for sfudies,."bringing-

the total to $61 million.

_ For four years the council has -
been working on a sclution for
the Barge Canal, where more than
600,000 cubic yards of contami-
nated soil and sediment pollute
an 80-acre site less than 100
yards from Lake Champlaip,

. In September,
agreed the best solution was to

leave contamination in place and -

cover the most polluted sedi-
ments on the canal bottom with a
cap of sand and silt. That will al- -
low mussels, clams, worms and
other bottom dwelle:s to rmlo-
nize the canal. | . d

I" That actual cleanup will mit

the 'couneil -

56 :ml.lmn to $1l] n:u]]:on. "the
EPA says. The businesses respon-
sible for the cleanup, chiefly
hﬂreén Mountain . Power Corp.,
ave

tants to develop- the current pro-
posal. They also will have to pay
the $11 million for past studjes.

Although no Superfund site is

id more than $5 million §
for studies and scientific consul-

typical, EPA officials say the av- -.ing¥

erage total price of a Supart'und

cleatiup is about $21 milliod. -
Margery Adams, an EPA law-
yer oh the couneil, said when pro-
by the Leke’ Champlain

Commhittee, the cost of additional

projects was about $9 million ini-
tially. That will be added to the
$21 million to $26 million costs
of the actual cleanup and studies.”

“That is clearly mb]ex:t to ne-
gotiation,” Adams -said.. . “The
group has put a lot of :Ifor_t'iﬁtsu
finding a\solution that would ac-
complish
“break the bank.” -

For several tense!' mouths thc
council wrangled with - finding-a
way to pay for | the additional pro-
grams. Green’ Mountain, Power
Corp. settled Yhe last of its insur-
ance lawsuits in Nnvember l'or-an

- undisclosed dnjount, The coti-’

pmy llmd‘y Slﬂi mil!mn
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ose soals but wnuldn‘t‘--

Feldman, owner of -Lightworks
and a representative of the Pine
Street Arts and Business Associa-
tion on the couneil, “Weshave to
finalize it, but we‘ve dom: the
hard work.”. -

Green Mountam Pﬁwcr
spokeswoman Dorothy Schnure
said they are committed 16, the
additional projects even though
they are not required by law.

: “We believe it Iis ‘in the public
interest” to do the ‘projects, she

*gaid. Whether Green Mountain’s
.costs will be passed on to ratepay-

ers or stockholders is yet to be de-

tﬁrmmnd she said, Passing costs

on' to ratepayers might - prove
hamu&

‘pro uhht}' is
under l¢l1.lt:l.‘l.'|jl' for'a 16.7 percent

rate increase to-cever the costs of
Hrdro-Qnebecpowu T
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Pact reached for Barge C_a_tlal

cleanup

By DAVID GRAM
The Associated Press

BURLINGTON, Vt. —
Five years after public out-
cry killed a plan to bury the
Barge Canal hazardous
waste site under a landfill,
officiale have announced
agreement on what they said
was a better plan for less
than one-fifth the cost.

Ten years from now, the
70-aere tract on Lake
Champlain just south of
downtown Burlington is en-
visioned to have new de-
velopment. and open spaces,
complete with trails and
signs - depicting the area’s
history.

Federal, state and local
officials gathered near the
Barge Canal yesterday to
announce they had reached
agreement on a plan to clean
up the first site in Vermont
designated under the federal
Superfund law.

John DeVillars, adminis-
trator of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s regional
office in Boston, called the
Aagreement the first. of its
kind in the country, in that
it resulted from broad-based
community participation,
rather than being imposed
by the EPA,

“The—" council's
groundbreaking work will
gerve ae a blueprint for other
communities (that) are
struggling with Superfund
“cleanup decisions,” DeVil-
lars said.

The Barge Canal became
polluted when a plant that
extracted gas for lighting
and cocking from coal
dumped its residues in the
canal and the wetlandd sur-
rounding it. :

Under the Superfund law,
efforts are made to find the
companies and individuals
responsible for polluting a
site and have them chip in to
play for cleaning it up.

DeVillars and other of
ficials estimated Barge

Canal cleanup — consisting
mainly of covering the most
hazardous spots with sand
and-or silt — would cost $4.3
million under the new plan.
About $11 million has been
spent so far, much of it on
legal fees and engineering
studies. )

In addition, potentially re-
sponsible parties, including
General Dynamics, which
owns some of the land, and
Green Mountain Power
Corp., which owned part of
the land when cosal tar was
deposited there, have agreed
to chip in woluntary con-
tributions totaling $3 mil-
lion.

The money will be used to
restore the polluted
Englesby Brook, which is

69

near the Barge Canal, create
walking paths with signs in
the Barge Canal site itself
and to study water quality in
Lake Champlain near the
site. The broock -cleanup
should allow recpening of a
nearby swimming beach, of-
ficials said.

The Barge Canal's status
as a hazardous waste site
had been seen as a key
stumbling block in the way
of building the long-sought
Southern Connector, a high-
way linking downtown Burl-
ington with its suburbs to
the south.

But political support for a
major highway into the city
has waned in recent years,
and Mayor Peter Clavelle
said he doubted it would be
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built unless it were mod-
ified. “I would be surprised if
it were built in its original
{proposed) corridor,” he said,
noting that much of the cor-
ridor lies in wetlands.

The plan announced
Wednesday was the result of
a five-year process that
began when state and loeal
officials and Burlington resi-
dents rose up in opposition
to an earlier plan hatched by
the EPA to put a 25-foot, 13-
acre landfill over the haz-
ardous waste site.

“l learned a new word,"
said Clavelle, recalling the
debate. “Sarcophagus. A
tomb. They wanted to bury
the whole thing in a tomb.”

Clavelle, Sen. Patrick
Leahy, D-Vt., and a host of
others blasted the $50 mil-
lion plan as too expensive,
likely to release eoal tar
gasses and create a bigger
environmental problem than
already existed.

Leahy said the Ver-
monters’ message to .the
EPA was: “Be realistic.’ We
Vermonters are by our very
nature environmentalists.
We're not Lryving to do some-
thing where we're trying to
cheat the environment. But
let’s be reasonable.”

A committee called the
Pine Street Barge Canal Co-
ordinating Council was
formed, with represent-
atives from the EPA, the
gtate, the ecity, businesses
likely to have to pay for
cleanup, an environmental
group and others.

The group met 100 times
during the following five
years. “I'd be overstating it if
I said every one of those
meetings was pleasant,”
gaid Nerm Terran, GMP's
retired chief operating of-
ficer.

The cleanup plan now will
go through a round of public
comment before it is
finalized in July.

Phil Harter, mediator for the Pine Street Barge Canal
Coordinating Council, talks yesterday about five
years work on a cleanup plan for the Superfund site
on Pine Street in Burlington. (AP photo}
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