Purpose

Provide a status report
on the condition and
health of the wadeable
streams of the US
using a collaborative
State effort.

Help build State
capacity for monitoring
and assessment.

Enhance efforts to
examine comparability
and support
integration of State
monitoring and
assessment methods.

EPA-841-F-04-002

For more information visit:
WWW.epa.gov/owow/monitoring
or contact:
Susan Holdsworth, USEPA
202-566-1187
holdsworth.susan@epa.gov

The Wadeable Streams Assessment

Is an ecological assessment of streams throughout the US

Is a sample survey stratified by ecoregion (Level II) and adhering to a
statistically valid design for extrapolation of condition throughout each
ecoregion

Is being conducted by the States using a common biologically-based protocol
Provides a foundation for determining ecological condition

Complements State monitoring programs

Key components of the Wadeable Streams Assessment

Randomized design for sampling site selection
Benthic macroinvertebrate collections

Physical habitat assessment

Water samples for selected chemical parameters
Comprehensive quality assurance program
Standardized data management system

Analysis plan for an ecological assessment

Project enhancement

Methods comparability and evaluations

Use of States’ reference sitesto anchor expectations

Evaluate use of States’ existing data to enhance WSA interpretation
Additional assemblages in some States

State scale network design
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