ountain road,
s glorious attrac-
fiderside. Even with
>nt and mandated safety
training, riders are eXposed to some of the most danger-
ous conditions in the country.
Heavy automobile traffic from the Los Angeles
and San Diego metropolis is con-
stant on the highways of Southern
California. In addition, the roads
are slick from grease, motor oil,
and other automobile fluids. Fre-
quently, these same highways
are littered with debris, ranging
from furniture that was
secured improperly to

automobile parts. Any .
these hazards can -
11 disaster for the rec- 1
ional motorcyclist. Now, 5

than ever, motorcyclists
ide defensively and wear

unday, 3 June 2002, Sgt.
ell of VMGR-352 lei-
s shiny, new 2002
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md had been riding for over thre
smart enough to wear his full-face helrt
leather gloves, and heavy-gauge jeans.

As Sgt. Cantrell slowed from 30 mph and t¢
his bike to take the onramp for Highway 15, he pass
through an oil slick. The bike’s tires lost traction with
the road, and the bike slid out from underneath him. He
struck his head against the pavement, lost consciousness,
and slid 60 feet across the pavement.

When he regained consciousness, the dazed sergeant
moved aimlessly across the onramp to the highway. The
impact and slide had destroyed his helmet, leather jacket,
and gloves, and damage to the motorcycle was estimated
at $9,000. Miraculously, Sgt. Cantrell emerged without a
scratch to his body but he suffered a minor concussion,

which caused him to miss just one day of work.

Clearly, this accident was a disaster narrowly

avoided. Today, when asked, Sgt. Cantrell will

testify that his helmet saved his life. It com-
pletely took the force of the collision with the

pavement. Motorcycling hazards can be mit-
igated. Ride safely, wear protective gear,

and learn from others’ experiences. (*
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