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otherewewerein our EA-6B on
another dark and stormy night over
n.Japan. The weather was. -
starting to break up, anc "'ﬁliu wasto practice
flying the ball during se SCAS
cellswereditti
first approach, aht
offer aceiling gr
uneventful, on-and-on first passto runway 01, we
picked up our vectorsfor the box pattern. On our
turn to base at 16 milesand 3,000 feet, the control-




naderstorm

ler told usto expect avector past centerlinefor an
aircraft onfinal. Aswe shot through centerline, |
briefly picked up what | thought wasthat aircraft.

Hewasat my 9 o' clock and dlightly stepped
down. Our headings were 90 degreesout, and |
knew we passed directly in front of him because
hislightschanged from dimto bright todim again,
with no apparent changein aspect. Range at this
point seemed to be about threemiles. | lost the
lightsin the clouds after about eight seconds, and
wethen received avector of 180. | eased theturn
at 20 degrees A OB to increase separation from the
GCA traffic.

After about 30 degrees of turn, | picked up
thelightsagain, only thistimethey grew from
dimto bright. They were within two milesand
coming right for us. | climbed aggressively and
accelerated, while my crew started talking to the
controllers, beginning with GCA (aJapanese
controller) and finally Approach (a USAF
controller), to explain our emergency squawk.
My maneuvering brought usfrom 3,000 feet and
250 knotsto 5,500 feet, 60 degreesAOB, and
almost 400 knots, al within afive-milehole
surrounded by thunderstorms.

Through 90 degrees of turn, the GCA treffic
seemed to accelerate and climb directly toward us.
CPA wasapproximately one-half mile but ssemed
much (makethat much) closer inthe darkness, a
problem compounded by bright whitelightsaimed
directly at our aircraft. At the most extreme point, |
thought | wasgoing to haveto pull into thethrest,
out of plane, to force an overshoot because of the
continuing CBDR situation.

Wefinally started to see some separation and
discussed the possibility of theaircraft tryingtojoin

on us. Aswe decel erated to 300 knots and 30
degreesA OB, the separation continued to in-
crease, so we squawked normal and tried to get
picked up for afull stop. After being denied for the
overhead dueto IMC field conditions, wecdlled
thefieldinsight at 3,000 feet and eight miles(a
typical scenario in these parts) and were cleared
for astraight-in.

After piecing the partstogether, wefigured out
the aircraft was aJapanese P-3 at 19 miles, 2,500
feet, on extended centerline, and flying VFRina
thunderstorm! He had initiated aclimbing turn
directly into uswith a CPA of lessthan amile.

Therewere plenty of lessonslearned. Good
lookout doctrineiscrucial, even when operating
under |FR. When you have to maneuver and break
avector or atitude assignment, be sure to squawk
emergency. Know the configurationsof thelights
onall your home-based aircraft, both American
andAllied. If | had been ableto determinethat it
wasaP-3, | would have known it would have been
impossiblefor himto close on meat 400 knots.
Know thedtitude blocks of your local GCA and
approach controllers. When weleft 3,000 feet, we
immediately popped into approach control’s
airspace and sent them spooling through the roof
with our emergency squawk. We should have
initiated commswith them, instead of trying to sort
out thingswith a Japanese controller who didn’t
haveaclue.

Findly, asweadl know, lightscan play trickson
you at night. It isvery hard to determinerange and
closure of anunfamiliar aircraft when you' restaring
at bright whitelights. Inmy case, | estimated the
traffictobealittlecloser thanit was; I'mglad|
didn’t gothe other way and hesitate. —#

Lt. Ognek flies with VAQ-136.
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