Do What |

by Ltjg. Paul Kesler

flight school | was finaly sittingin ajet

on an aircraft carrier. My EA-6B FRS class
was taking its turn as backseat riders for a
carrier-qualification detachment aboard the USS
Abraham Lincoln. As NFOs, we were excited
about the opportunity to experience the essence
of carrier aviation for the first time.

A couple of days before we left Whidbey
Island, the FRS CQ instructor sat the five of us
down to brief us on the various types of launches
and recoveries, and what we could expect to see
up on the flight deck. He emphasized flight-deck
safety-know where to go and where not to go,
keep close to the instructor, and know emer-
gency procedures. He made one point several
times: Before any airplane moved from its
parking spot, all crew members would be
completely strapped in, masks on, and visors
down. No exceptions, period.

Thefirst two days went well as | bagged a
lot of traps. Better yet, all our new pilots were
well on their way to qualifying. On the last
afternoon, the L SOs were set to fly so they could
make the fly-off that night. | ended up flying
with two instructors from a land-based squadron
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who had been sent out for refresher training
because they hadn’t seen the boat in more than
ayear. Walking up to the aircraft, | knew it was
going to be along afternoon for me in the back
seat because three pilots were going to be
cycled through our jet.

We taxied out of the landing area after the
second trap and parked the jet in front of the
island for a hot-pump and crew switch. The
plan was to switch the pilots first, then take our
gas. After the jet was safely chocked and
chained, | safed my ejection seat and unstrapped
according to SOPfor hot-refueling. The first
pilot said something about dinner and that he
would see us for midrats, then climbed out.

Asour next pilot climbed up, | realized it
was our instructor from the boat-safety lesson
the week before. In my only other flight with
this pilot, | had been singularly impressed with
his failure to communicate his intentions with
other members of the crew. | thought, “This
ought to be interesting.”

He jumped in the jet with only about
another hour of sunlight left and still one more
L SO waiting in the wings to use our aircraft.
The perceived pressure to get done quickly is
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