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Objectives

This report presents health statistics
from the 1997 National Health Interview
Survey for the civilian
noninstitutionalized population of the
United States, classified by age,
gender, race and Hispanic origin,
poverty status, income, education,
place of residence, region of residence,
and, where appropriate, health
insurance coverage. The topics covered
are health status and limitations of
activity, injuries and poisonings, health
care access and utilization, and health
insurance coverage.

Source of Data

The NHIS is a multistage probability
sample survey conducted annually by
interviewers of the U.S. Census Bureau
for the National Center for Health
Statistics, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and is representative of
the civilian noninstitutionalized U.S.
population. Data are collected during
face-to-face interviews with adults
present at the time of interview.
Information about children and absent
adults is obtained from an adult proxy
respondent.

Highlights

Nearly 40% of Americans reported
having excellent health in 1997, while
almost 10% reported having either fair
or poor health. Regarding health
insurance coverage, 16% of the U.S.
population did not have any health
insurance coverage in 1997. Nineteen
percent of non-Hispanic black persons
and 33% of Hispanics were uninsured
in 1997 as opposed to 12% of non-
Hispanic white persons. Further, 45% of
poor Hispanics and 43% of near poor
Hispanics under age 65 years were
uninsured, while among persons ages
65 years and over, 7% of poor
Hispanics were uninsured. Lastly, 78%
of non-Hispanic white persons under
age 65 years had private health
insurance coverage as opposed to 55%
of non-Hispanic black persons and 46%
of Hispanics in this same age category.

Keywords: health status ¢ activity
limitation « ADL « IADL « injuries

poisonings ¢ health care access *

health insurance coverage

Summary Health Statistics for
the U.S. Population: National
Health Interview Survey, 1997

Debra L. Blackwell, Ph.D., and Luong Tonthat, Division of Health

Interview Statistics

Introduction

This report is one of a set of reports
summarizing data from the 1997
National Health Interview Survey
(NHIS). This report provides national
estimates for a broad range of health
measures for the U.S. civilian
noninstitutionalized population. Two
other reports in this set provide data on
health measures for children and for
adults (1,2). A fourth report, focusing on
technical issues related to the survey
design and estimation procedures, will
be published (3). It is anticipated that
the three data reports will be published
for each year of the NHIS. They replace
the annual one-volume Current
Estimates series (5,7, 9-21).

Estimates are presented for
respondent-assessed health status,
limitation in activities, injury and
poisoning episodes, health care access
and utilization, and health insurance
coverage. These estimates are derived
from the Person component of the
annual NHIS Basic Module. These
estimates are shown in tables 1-29 for
various subgroups of the population,
including those defined by age, sex,
race/ethnicity, family income,
educational attainment for persons aged
25 and older, and by geographic region
and place of residence. Estimates for
other characteristics of special relevance
are also included where appropriate.
Appendix I contains technical notes, and
Appendix II contains definitions of
terms used for this report.

The NHIS has been an important
source of information about health and

health care in the United States since it
was first conducted in 1957. Given the
ever-changing nature of the U.S.
population, the NHIS has been revised
every 10-15 years, with the latest
revision occurring in 1997. The first
design changes were introduced in 1973,
and the first procedural changes in
1975(4). In 1982, the NHIS
questionnaire and data preparation
procedures of the survey were
extensively revised. The basic concepts
of NHIS changed in some cases, and in
other cases the concepts were measured
in a different way. A more complete
explanation of these changes is in
appendix IV of Series 10, No. 150 (5).
In 1985, a new sample design for NHIS
and a different method of presenting
sampling errors were introduced (6,7).
In 1995, another change in the sample
design was introduced, including the
oversampling of black and Hispanic
persons (8).

The latest revision of the NHIS was
implemented in 1997. The 1997 design
of the NHIS features both a
substantially revised instrument (in
terms of content) as well as a new
means of administration (i.e.,
computer-assisted personal
interviewing). This new design should
improve the ability of the NHIS to
provide important health information.
However, comparisons of the 1997 data
with data from previous NHIS survey
years should not be undertaken without
a careful examination of the changes
across survey instruments (5,7, 9-21).

Page 1
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Methods

Data Source

he NHIS monitors the health of
T the United States population by

collecting and analyzing data on a
broad range of health topics. The target
population for the NHIS is the civilian
noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. Persons excluded are
patients in long-term care institutions
(e.g., nursing homes for the elderly;
hospitals for the chronically ill, disabled,
or retarded; and hospital wards for
abused/neglected children), correctional
facilities (e.g., prisons or jails, juvenile
detention centers, and halfway houses),
active duty Armed Forces personnel
(although their dependents are included),
and U.S. nationals living in foreign
countries. Each year, a representative
sample of households across the country
is selected for the NHIS using a
multistage cluster sample design. Details
on sample design can be found in
Design and Estimation for the National
Health Interview Survey, 1995-2004 (8).
Trained interviewers from the U.S.
Census Bureau personally visit each
selected household and administer the
NHIS. Detailed interviewer instructions
are shown in the NHIS Field
Representative’s Manual (22).

The forthcoming technical report
will describe in detail the changes to the
basic health and demographic
questionnaire that occurred in the
redesigned survey introduced in 1997.
Briefly, the annual NHIS questionnaire,
now called the Basic Module, consists
of three main components: the Family
Core, the Sample Adult Core, and the
Sample Child Core. The Family Core,
the source of data for this report,
collects information on all family
members regarding household
composition, sociodemographic
characteristics, basic indicators of health
status, activity limitations, and
utilization of health care services. All
adult members of the household 17
years of age and over who are at home
at the time of the interview are invited
to participate and respond for
themselves. Information is provided by a

knowledgeable adult family member (18
years of age or over) residing in the
household for children and adults not at
home during the interview. Although
considerable effort is made to insure
accurate reporting, information from
both proxy and self-respondents may be
inaccurate because the respondent is
unaware of relevant information, has
forgotten it, does not wish to reveal it to
an interviewer, or does not understand
the intended meaning of the question.

In addition to the Family Core, the
Sample Adult and Child Cores obtain
additional information on the health of
one randomly selected adult and child in
the family. The sample adult responds
for himself/herself, and a knowledgeable
adult answers for the sample child.

The interviewed sample for 1997
consisted of 39,832 households, which
yielded 103,477 persons in 40,623
families. The total noninterview rate was
approximately 8.2%: of this, 5.0% was
the result of respondent refusal, and the
remainder was primarily the result of
failure to locate an eligible respondent
at home after repeated calls or
unacceptable partial interviews.

Estimation Procedures

The data in this report are weighted
to provide national health estimates. For
each health measure, both weighted
frequencies and percents (or rates) for
all persons and for various subgroups of
the population are shown. All numbers
are shown in thousands. Counts for
persons of unknown status with respect
to health characteristics of interest are
not shown separately in the tables, nor
are they included in the calculation of
percents (and/or rates) to make the
presentation of the data more
straightforward. For all health measures
in this report, the overall percent
unknown is typically small, in most
cases less than 1%, and is shown in
appendix 1. However, these unknown
cases are included in the total
population counts for each table.
Therefore, it should be noted that the
reader may obtain slightly different
percents than those shown in the tables
if he or she calculates percents based on
the frequencies and population counts
presented in the tables.

Additionally, some of the
sociodemographic variables used to
delineate various subgroups of the
population have unknown values. Again,
for most of these variables, the percent
unknown is small. However, in the case
of family income, there is no income
information for about 7% of respondents
in the 1997 survey, while 10% of
respondents stated that their combined
family income was $20,000 or more
without providing additional detail.
Poverty status, which is based on family
income, has a high nonresponse rate as
a result. Health estimates for persons
with these unknown sociodemographic
characteristics are not shown in the
tables, but readers should refer to
appendix I for more information on the
quantities of cases in the unknown
income and poverty status categories.

Limitations of the Data

Although the data are presented for
various age groups, estimates for other
sociodemographic subgroups are not
age-adjusted. Therefore, differences
between groups should be interpreted
with caution. Also, as mentioned above,
the 1997 NHIS is different in content,
format, and mode of data collection
from previous versions of the survey.
These changes make it difficult to
compare some 1997 NHIS estimates
with those from earlier years.

In addition, it is important to note
that frequencies are underestimates due
to item nonresponse and unknowns,
both of which are excluded from the
tables (with the exception of the “All
Persons” or total population columns
shown in each table). See appendix I for
more information about the number of
unknowns with respect to each health
characteristic.

Variance Estimation and
Significance Testing

The NHIS data are subject to
sampling error because they are based
on a sample of the population. Standard
errors are reported in all tables to
indicate the reliability of the estimates.
Estimates and standard errors were
calculated using SUDAAN software that



takes into account the complex sampling
design of the NHIS. The Taylor series
linearization method was used for
variance estimation in SUDAAN (23).

Standard errors are shown for all
percents or rates in the tables. Estimates
with relative standard errors of greater
than 30% are considered unreliable and
are indicated with an asterisk. The
statistical significance of differences
between point estimates was evaluated
using two-sided t-tests at level 0.05 and
assuming independence. These tests did
not take multiple comparisons into
account.

Additional Information

Data users can obtain the latest
information about the National Health
Interview Survey by periodically
checking the Web site:

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm

The Web site features downloadable
public use data and documentation for
recent National Health Interview
Surveys as well as important
information about any modifications or
updates to the data and/or
documentation.

Researchers may also wish to join
the NHIS electronic mail list. To do so,
g0 to

http://www.cdc.gov/subscribe.html

Fill in the appropriate information
and click the “National Health
Interview Survey (NHIS) researchers™
box, then click the “Subscribe’ button
at the bottom of the page. The list serve
consists of approximately 3,000 NHIS
data users located around the world who
receive e-news about NHIS surveys
(e.g., new releases of data or
modifications to existing data),
publications, and conferences.

Highlights

In the following section, brief,
bulleted summaries of the estimates
shown in tables 1-29 are presented. All
estimates were calculated using the
appropriate weight variable, which is
calibrated by NCHS staff to produce

numbers consistent with the population
estimates of the United States by age,
sex, and race/ethnicity, based on
projections from the 1990 U.S. Census
Bureau.

Respondent-Assessed
Health Status (tables 1, 2)

® Opverall, nearly 40% of Americans
had “‘excellent” health in 1997,
while almost 9% had either ““fair”
or “poor” health.

® Younger persons reported better
health than older persons. However,
almost 70% of Americans aged 75
years and over had “‘excellent,”
“very good,” or “good” health.

® Health status is associated with
race/ethnicity: 71% of non-Hispanic
white persons had either “excellent”
or “very good” health compared
with 60% of non-Hispanic black and
64% of Hispanic persons.

® Education is positively associated
with better health, as are income and
poverty status.

® Among persons under age 65 years
with some form of private health
insurance, 78% had “excellent” or
“very good” health as opposed to
55% with Medicaid or other public
insurance coverage and 64% without
health insurance coverage.

® Among older Americans, a far
greater percent of those with
Medicaid in addition to Medicare
had either “fair” or “poor’” health
(56%) than older Americans with
any other form of coverage.

Activity Limitations
(tables 3, 4)

® Americans with any limitation in
activity were more likely to be
older, less educated, and poorer.

® Roughly one quarter of persons
under age 65 years with Medicaid or
some other public health insurance
coverage had a limitation in activity,
with the vast majority of these being
chronic compared with 7% of
persons under age 65 years with
some form of private health
insurance coverage and 9% of
persons with no coverage.
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® Among Americans aged 65 years
and over receiving Medicaid in
addition to Medicare, 72% had an
activity limitation (most were
chronic) as opposed to 36% of those
with some form of private coverage,
40% of those with Medicare-only
coverage, and 19% of those with no
insurance coverage.

® Disaggregations by age and sex
indicate that young males had
slightly higher percents of activity
limitation than young females: 8%
of males under age 12 years had a
limitation as opposed to 4% of girls
in this age group.

® Among older Americans, women
were more likely to have a
limitation than men: 41% of women
aged 65 years and over had an
activity limitation (most of which
were chronic) compared with 36%
of men aged 65 years and over.
These differences in age-related
percents were true across race/ethnic
groups.

® Twenty-seven percent of
non-Hispanic white persons living
below the poverty line experienced
an activity limitation in 1997 as
opposed to 21% of poor non-
Hispanic black and 12% of poor
Hispanic persons. Ten percent of not
poor, non-Hispanic white persons
had a limitation compared with 8%
of not poor, non-Hispanic black and
7% of not poor Hispanic persons.

Limitations in Activities of
Daily Living (ADL) and
Instrumental Activities of
Daily Living (IADL)
Requiring the Help of
Another Person

(tables 5, 6)

® Overall, 2% of females and 1% of
males had a limitation in their daily
activities (ADL) requiring the help
of another person, and 5% of
females and 2% of males had a
limitation in their instrumental
activities of daily living (IADL)
requiring the help of another person.

® Nearly 11% of persons aged 75
years and over had a limitation in
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one or more ADLs for which the
help of another person was needed,
and over one-fifth had a limitation
in one or more IADLs.

® Persons with some form of private
health insurance coverage were
much less likely to have ADL or
IADL limitations requiring the
assistance of another individual than
persons with other types of
coverage. Among younger persons
(under age 65 years) with some
form of private health insurance
coverage, 0.3% had ADL limitations
and 1% had IADL limitations. Five
percent and 12% of persons in this
same age group with Medicaid
and/or other public coverage had
ADL and TADL limitations,
respectively.

® Among persons aged 65 years and
over with Medicaid in addition to
Medicare coverage, 20% and 37%
had limitations in their ADLs and
IADLs, respectively. In contrast, 5%
and 11% of persons aged 65 years
and over with some form of private
insurance coverage had ADL and
IADL limitations, respectively.

® Disaggregations by race/ethnicity,
sex, and age indicate that 14% of
non-Hispanic black females aged 65
years and over had ADL limitations,
and 25% had IADL limitations.
Among Hispanic females in the
same age group, 11% had ADL
limitations and 18% experienced
IADL limitations. Finally, 7% of
non-Hispanic white females aged 65
years and over had ADL limitations,
and 16% had IADL limitations.

Work Limitations (table 7)

® QOverall, 9% of non-Hispanic black
persons were unable to work due to
a health problem compared with 5%
of non-Hispanic white and 5% of
Hispanic persons who had this
limitation.

® Four percent of non-Hispanic black
and 4% of non-Hispanic white
persons were limited in working due
to a health problem in contrast to
3% of Hispanics having a health
problem.

® Persons with less than 12 years of
school had noticeably higher

percents of work limitations than
those with more education, as did
persons with lower family income
and those living below the poverty
line (as opposed to persons with
more income or those living at or
above the poverty line).
® Among persons under age 65 years,
those with Medicaid and/or other
public coverage and those with
“other coverage” (that is, not
Medicaid and/or other public
insurance coverage or private
coverage) were more likely to have
work limitations than either persons
with some form of private health
coverage or the uninsured.
Disaggregations by race/ethnicity,
age, and sex indicate that among
non-Hispanic black males aged
45-64 years, 17% were unable to
work, and 6% were limited in
working. Among non-Hispanic black
females of the same age, the
comparable percents were 19% and
5%, respectively.
® Among Hispanic men (45-64 years
of age), 11% were unable to work
(3% were limited); among Hispanic
women, 12% were unable to work
(nearly 5% were limited).
® Among non-Hispanic white males
aged 45-64 years, 8% were unable
to work (5% were limited). Among
non-Hispanic white females, 9%
were unable to work (6% were
limited).

Special Education or Early
Intervention Services
(table 8)

® Boys under age 18 years were twice
as likely as girls to be receiving
special education or early
intervention services (EIS), and
children aged 12-17 years were
more likely to receive these services
than children under 12 years of age.

® Approximately 6% of non-Hispanic
white children and 6% of
non-Hispanic black children
received special education or EIS, as
opposed to 4% of Hispanic children.

® Seven percent of poor children and
7% of near poor children received

special education or EIS, as did 5%
of not poor children.

® Children with Medicaid or other
public coverage were more likely to
receive special education or EIS
than children with other forms of
health insurance coverage or
children with no coverage.

® Disaggregations by race/ethnicity
and poverty status indicate that 10%
of non-Hispanic white children
living below the poverty line
received some form of special
education or EIS as opposed to 6%
of non-Hispanic black children
living below the poverty line and
4% of Hispanic children living
below the poverty line.

Medically Attended Injury
and Poisoning Episodes
(table 9)

® Opverall, males had higher rates of
medically attended injury/poisoning
than females, as did non-Hispanic
white persons (relative to
non-Hispanic black and Hispanic
persons).

® Persons with some college had
elevated rates of medically attended
injury/poisoning (as opposed to
persons in other education
categories).

® Disaggregations by current health
status suggest that injury/poisoning
episodes were inversely related to
overall health: the rate per 1,000
persons in poor health was 287, as
opposed to 174 per 1,000 persons in
fair health, 134 per 1,000 persons in
good health, 128 per 1,000 persons
in very good health, and 111 per
1,000 persons in excellent health.

Cause of Injury and
Poisoning (tables 10, 11)

® Overall, falls were the most
common source of injury, followed
by being struck by or against a
person or an object.
More females than males were
injured from falls and poisonings;
more males than females were
injured from transportation causes,
being struck by or against a person



or an object, overexertion, a °
cutting/piercing instrument, or other
unspecified causes.

® Persons aged 75 years and over had
the highest rates of injury from falls,
children aged 12-17 years had the ]
highest rates of injury from being
struck by or against a person or an
object, and children under 12 years
of age had the highest rates of
poisoning.

® Non-Hispanic white persons had ]
higher rates of injury from falls,
overexertion, and cutting/piercing
instruments than non-Hispanic black
or Hispanic persons. Non-Hispanic
black persons had higher rates of ]
injury from transportation-related
causes (21 per 1,000) than Hispanics
(13 per 1,000), but not when
compared with non-Hispanic white
persons (16 per 1,000).

® Persons with the lowest levels of
educational attainment experienced
higher rates of injury from falls
(relative to persons in other
education categories), and poor
persons also experienced higher
rates of injury from falls (relative to
either near poor or not poor

persons). °
® Disaggregations by age and sex
reveal that young males aged 12—17 °

years had relatively high rates of
injury from being struck by or
against a person or an object (78 per
1,000) relative to males in other age
groups. The same was true of
females aged 12—17 years (27 per
1,000) relative to females in other
age groups.

® Rates of injury from falls were
highest for females over age 65 °
years (115 per 1,000) relative to all
other age groups regardless of sex.

Activity at Time of Injury
(tables 12, 13)

® Persons aged 12-17 years had the
highest rates of injury while
attending school (19 per 1,000) and
engaging in sports (67 per 1,000)
relative to other age groups (for ]
these particular activities).

Persons aged 18—44 years had
higher rates of injury while working
at a paid job (43 per 1,000) than
persons aged 45-64 years (27 per
1,000).

Persons aged 65-74 years and those
aged 75 years and over experienced
the highest rates of injury as a result
of working around the house or yard
(relative to persons in other age
groups).

Persons considered not poor
experienced higher rates of injury
from sporting activities (22 per
1,000) than either poor or near poor
persons (12 per 1,000).
Disaggregations by age and sex
reveal that rates of injury while
engaged in leisure activities were
highest for males aged 17 years and
younger (compared with all other
males). Females aged 65 years and
over were more likely than females
in other age groups to be injured
while working around the house or
yard.

Place of Occurrence of
Injury (tables 14, 15)

Injuries occurring at home were
most common.

Those injured inside the home and
at hospitals (or other residential
institutions) were more likely to be
female than male, and those injured
outside the home, at school (or a
childcare facility), at a sports facility
or recreational area, and in an
occupational setting (e.g.,
industrial/construction sites) were
more likely to be male than female.
Persons aged 75 years and over had
the highest rates of injury inside the
home (91 per 1,000), followed by
persons aged 65-74 years (46 per
1,000) and children under 12 years
of age (35 per 1,000).
Non-Hispanic black persons had
higher rates of injury while on a
street/highway/parking lot than
non-Hispanic white and Hispanic
persons.

Persons in the lowest family income
category experienced the highest
rates of injury at home (as opposed
to persons with more income).
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Disaggregations by age and sex
reveal that rates of injury occurring
inside the home were highest for the
oldest females (88 per 1,000)
relative to all other age groups
regardless of sex.

Males aged 18—44 years were more
likely to be injured in an
occupational setting than males in
other age groups (or females in any
age group).

Medical Care Delays Due
to Cost (tables 16, 17)

® Overall, 7% of Americans delayed

medical care in the past year for
reasons associated with cost,
whereas almost 5% did not receive
needed medical care due to cost.
Females were slightly more likely to
delay medical care or not receive it
when necessary than males, and
persons aged 18—44 years and 45-64
years were more likely to delay care
than persons in other age groups.
Persons with the least education and
persons in the lowest income group
were more likely to delay medical
care or not receive needed care than
persons with more education and
those in higher income groups,
respectively. (Note that 10% of
persons with a family income of
$20,000-$34,999 also delayed care.)
Twelve percent of poor persons and
12% of near poor persons delayed
medical care, and 10% of poor
persons and 8% of near poor
persons did not receive needed care.
Among persons under age 65 years,
11% of those with “‘other coverage”
and 21% of uninsured individuals
delayed medical care for reasons
associated with cost, and 7% of
those with ““other coverage” and
16% of the uninsured population did
not receive needed medical care.
Among older Americans, 8% of
persons with Medicaid in addition to
Medicare coverage delayed care as
did 9% of uninsured persons age 65
years and over, whereas 6% of those
with Medicaid in addition to
Medicare coverage did not receive
needed medical care.
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Seventeen percent of those with fair
or poor health delayed medical care,
whereas 14% of persons with fair or
poor health did not receive needed
medical care.

Sixteen percent of poor
non-Hispanic white persons and
14% of near poor non-Hispanic
white persons delayed medical care,
whereas 13% of poor non-Hispanic
white persons and 9% of near poor
non-Hispanic white persons did not
receive needed care.

Among non-Hispanic black persons,
8% of those classified as poor
delayed care as did 9% of the near
poor. Nine percent of poor
non-Hispanic black persons and 7%
of near poor non-Hispanic black
persons did not receive needed care.
Nine percent of poor Hispanics
delayed care as did 9% of near poor
Hispanics. Eight percent of poor and
8% of near poor Hispanics did not
receive needed medical care.

Overnight Hospital Stays
(tables 18, 19)

Overall, 91% of the U.S. population
had no overnight stays in the
hospital during the past 12 months,
whereas 7% had one stay and nearly
2% had two or more stays.
Eighteen percent of persons aged 65
years and over had one or more
overnight stays in the hospital
during the past 12 months, as
opposed to 10% of persons aged 12
years and younger. (Note that
childbirth deliveries are included in
these figures.)

Fourteen percent of persons with 12
or fewer years of school were
hospitalized at least once during the
past 12 months (as opposed to 7%
of persons with a college degree),
whereas 13% of persons with a
family income of less than $20,000
were hospitalized overnight at least
once (as opposed to 6% of persons
with a family income of $75,000 or
more).

Sixteen percent of persons under age
65 years with Medicaid or other
public coverage and 14% of those
with other coverage (that is, not

Medicaid and/or other public
coverage or private coverage) were
hospitalized for at least one night
during the past 12 months as
opposed to nearly 7% of persons
with some form of private coverage
and 6% of those with no insurance
coverage.

® Among persons aged 65 years and
over, 28% of persons with Medicaid
in addition to Medicare had at least
one overnight hospital stay during
the past year. In contrast, 18% with
some form of private coverage, 15%
with Medicare only, and 5% with no
health insurance had at least one
overnight hospital stay during the
past year.

Health Care Professional
Contacts (tables 20, 21)

® Overall, females had higher rates of
contact (regardless of type) with
health care professionals than males,
while rates of contact (again,
regardless of type) generally
increased with age, starting with age
12 years.

® Non-Hispanic white persons had the
highest rates of telephone contacts
and office visits (relative to other
race/ethnicity groups), while the
rates of home care contacts among
non-Hispanic black and white
persons were comparable.

® Persons with the least education had
the highest rates of home care and
office visits (as opposed to those
with more education), while persons
with some college had the highest
rates of telephone contact (as
opposed to persons in the other
education categories).

® Persons with a family income less
than $20,000 had the highest rates
of home care and office visits
relative to persons with more
income.

® Among persons older than age 65
years, those with Medicaid in
addition to Medicare coverage had
higher rates of home care visits than
persons with any other form of
health insurance coverage.

® Regionally, rates for home care
visits were highest in the South and

Northeast and lowest in the West,
while rates for office visits were
highest in the Northeast.

Health Care Coverage
(tables 22, 23)

Overall, 20% of children under age
12 years were covered by Medicaid
or some other form of public health
insurance coverage, as opposed to
12% of children aged 12-17 years,
6% of adults aged 18—44 years, and
4% of adults aged 45-64 years.
Among persons aged 65 years and
over, 6% had Medicaid in addition
to Medicare coverage, while 20%
had Medicare only.

Disaggregations by race/ethnicity
indicate that 78% of non-Hispanic
white persons under age 65 years
had some form of private health
insurance coverage, as opposed to
55% of non-Hispanic black persons
under age 65 years and 46% of
Hispanics under age 65 years.
Fourteen percent of non-Hispanic
white persons under age 65 years
were uninsured, as opposed to 20%
of non-Hispanic black persons under
age 65 years and 35% of Hispanics
under age 65 years.

Among persons aged 65 years and
over, 75% of non-Hispanic white
persons had some form of private
insurance coverage, compared with
43% of non-Hispanic black persons
and 32% of Hispanics.

One percent of non-Hispanic white
persons aged 65 years and over
were uninsured, as opposed to 2%
of non-Hispanic black persons and
5% of Hispanics (in this same age
group).

Better-educated, higher income, and
not poor persons were much more
likely to have some form of private
health insurance coverage, whereas
those with less education and lower
income were more likely to have
some form of public coverage or to
be uninsured.

Disaggregations by poverty status
and race/ethnicity indicate that
among those under age 65 years,
45% of poor Hispanics and 43% of



near poor Hispanics were uninsured.
In contrast, among persons aged 65
years and over, 7% of poor
Hispanics were uninsured. Poor and
near poor non-Hispanic black and
white persons were much less likely
to be uninsured.

Periods Without Health
Insurance Coverage for
Those With Coverage at
Time of Interview
(tables 24, 25)

Overall, 5% of persons with health
insurance coverage at the time of
interview experienced a period
without coverage at some point
during the preceding 12 months;
most periods did not last longer than
6 months.

Those persons with lower family
incomes or poor or near poor
poverty status were more likely to
experience a period without health
insurance coverage than those with
higher family incomes or not poor
poverty status.

Disaggregations by race/ethnicity
and poverty status indicate that 11%
of poor and 9% of near poor
non-Hispanic white persons, 6% of
poor and 7% of near poor
non-Hispanic black persons, and 9%
of poor and 12% of near poor
Hispanics (all of whom had health
insurance when interviewed)
experienced a period without
insurance coverage during the 12
months prior to the interview.

Time Since Coverage
(Among Those Lacking
Health Insurance at Time
of Interview) (tables 26, 27)

Overall, 16% of the U.S. population
did not have any health insurance
coverage when they were
interviewed in 1997; of these
persons, one-quarter had never had
it, while 31% had not had coverage
for 3 or more years.

Twenty-two percent of persons aged
18—44 years were without coverage.

Nineteen percent of non-Hispanic
black persons and 33% of Hispanics
were without coverage, as opposed
to 12% of non-Hispanic white
persons.

Persons with lower socioeconomic
status (e.g., lower income, less
education) were more likely to be
without coverage than persons with
higher socioeconomic status (e.g.,
higher income, more education).
Disaggregations by age, sex, and
race/ethnicity suggest that 31% of
non-Hispanic black males aged
18—44 years of age were without
coverage (compared with 22% of
non-Hispanic black females aged
18-44 years), while 47% of
Hispanic males aged 18-44 years
were without coverage (compared
with 38% of Hispanic females aged
18—44 years). In contrast, 20% of
non-Hispanic white males aged
18—44 years were without coverage,
compared with 16% of non-Hispanic
white females aged 18—44 years.
Dissagregations by race/ethnicity
and poverty status indicate that 43%
of poor Hispanics, 40% of near poor
Hispanics, and 16% of not poor
Hispanics were without coverage at
the time of the interview, as opposed
to 26% of poor non-Hispanic white
persons and non-Hispanic black
persons, 22% of near poor
non-Hispanic white persons and
24% of near poor non-Hispanic
black persons, and 7% of not poor
non-Hispanic white persons and
10% of not poor non-Hispanic black
persons.

Reasons for no Health
Insurance Coverage
Among Persons Not
Covered at Time of
Interview and Without
Coverage for 3 Years or
Less (tables 28, 29)

® Overall, when Americans did not
have health care coverage, it was
most often due to a change in
employment status or the
person/family could not afford the
insurance premiums: 481 out of
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every 1,000 persons without
coverage when interviewed and
without coverage for 3 years or less
cited a change in employment status
as a reason, while 202 out of every
1,000 persons cited an inability to
afford the premiums.

Among children under 12 years of
age lacking health care coverage, a
change in parental employment
status (407 per 1,000), an end to
Medicaid/Medicare coverage (249
per 1,000), or the family’s inability
to afford the premiums (204 per
1,000) were the most frequently
mentioned reasons for not having
health insurance coverage.

Among families with a combined
annual income of $75,000 or more,
lack of health care coverage was
most often a result of a change in
employment status (409 per 1,000),
followed by ineligibility due to age
or left school (334 per 1,000).
Among all persons aged 65 years
and over, 512 out of every 1,000
persons lacking coverage said they
couldn’t afford the insurance
premiums (note that all other rates
for persons in this age group were
statistically unreliable).

Among males aged 65 years and
over, 916 out of every 1,000 cited
inability to afford insurance
premiums as the reason why they
lacked health insurance coverage. In
contrast, the comparable rate for
females in this same age group is
statistically unreliable.

References

Bloom B, Tonthat, L. Summary
Statistics from the National Health
Interview Survey 1997: Health
Measures for Children in the United
States. National Center for Health
Statistics. Vital Health Stat 10(203).
2002.

Blackwell DL, Collins JG, Coles R.
Summary health statistics for U.S.
adults: National Health Interview
Survey, 1997. National Center for
Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
10(205). In preparation.

Summary health statistics technical
report: National Health Interview



Page 8 O Series 10, No. 204

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Survey, United States. National Center
for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
2(134). In preparation.

Kovar MG, Poe GS. The National
Health Interview Survey design,
1973-84, and procedures, 1975-83.
National Center for Health Statistics.
Vital Health Stat 1(18). 1985.
National Center for Health Statistics.
Current estimates from the National
Health Interview Survey: United States,
1982. Vital Health Stat 10(150). 1985.
Massey JT, Moore TF, Parsons VL,
Tadros W. Design and estimation for
the National Health Interview Survey,
1985-94. National Center for Health
Statistics. Vital Health Stat 2(110).
1989.

Moss AJ, Parsons VL. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey: United States, 1985.
National Center for Health Statistics.
Vital Health Stat 10(160). 1986.
Botman SL, Moore TF, Moriarity CL,
Parsons VL. Design and estimation for
the National Health Interview Survey,
1995-2004. National Center for Health
Statistics. Vital Health Stat 2(130).
2000.

Current estimates from the National
Health Interview Survey: United States,
1983. National Center for Health
Statistics. Vital Health Stat 10(154).
1986.

Ries P. Current estimates from the
National Health Interview Survey:
United States, 1984. National Center
for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
10(156). 1986.

Dawson DA, Adams PF. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey: United States, 1986.
National Center for Health Statistics.
Vital Health Stat 10(164). 1987.
Schoenborn C, Marano MA. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey: United States, 1987.
National Center for Health Statistics.
Vital Health Stat 10 (166). 1988.
Adams PF, Hardy AM. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, 1988. National
Center for Health Statistics. Vital
Health Stat 10(173). 1989.

Adams PF, Benson V. Current estimates
from the National Health Interview
Survey, 1989. National Center for
Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
10(176). 1990.

Adams PF, Benson V. Current estimates
from the National Health Interview
Survey, 1990. National Center for

16.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
10(181). 1991.

Adams PF, Benson V. Current estimates
from the National Health Interview
Survey, 1991. National Center for
Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
10(184). 1992.

Benson V, Marano MA. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, 1992. National
Center for Health Statistics. Vital
Health Stat 10(189). 1994.

Benson V, Marano MA. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, 1993. National
Center for Health Statistics. Vital
Health Stat 10(190). 1994.

Adams PF, Marano MA. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, 1994. National
Center for Health Statistics. Vital
Health Stat 10(193). 1995.

Benson, V, Marano MA. Current
estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, 1995. National
Center for Health Statistics. Vital
Health Stat 10(199). 1998.

Adams PF, Hendershot GE, Marano
MA. Current estimates from the
National Health Interview Survey,
1996. National Center for Health
Statistics. Vital Health Stat 10(200).
1999.

U.S. Bureau of the Census. National
Health Interview Survey Field
Representative’s Manual. HIS-100-C.
U.S. Department of Commerce acting
as a collecting agent for the U.S. Public
Health Service. 1997.

Shah BV, Barnwell BG, Bieler GS.
SUDAAN User’s Manual: Software for
Analysis of Correlated Data, Release
7.5. Research Triangle Institute,
Research Triangle Park, N.C. 1997.
Warner M, Barnes PM, Fingerhut LA.
Injury and poisoning episodes and
conditions; National Health Interview
Survey, 1997. Vital Health Stat
10(202). 2000.

Lamison-White, L. U.S. Bureau of the
Census. Current Population Reports,
Series P60-198. Poverty in the United
States, 1996. U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington. 1997.



Series 10, No. 204 O Page 9

Table 1. Frequency distributions of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics: United States, 1997

Respondent-assessed health status’

All Very
Selected characteristic persons Excellent good Good Fair Poor
Number in thousands?
Total . . .. 266,629 101,487 80,275 59,972 17,738 5,786
Sex
Male . ... ... . .. 130,212 52,145 39,230 27,914 7,762 2,570
Female . . ... ... .. . . ... ... 136,417 49,342 41,045 32,057 9,976 3,216
Age
Under12years ......................... 47,979 26,584 12,820 7,235 833 142
1217 years .. ... ... 23,379 12,143 6,587 4,030 410 76
18-44years . .......... ... .. 108,389 43,481 35,801 22,844 4,824 926
4564 years ... ... 54,876 14,968 17,116 14,765 5,625 2,172
B5-74years . ... ... ... 18,105 2,848 4,768 6,263 3,003 1,155
75yearsand OVer . . . . . ... 13,902 1,463 3,184 4,834 3,042 1,316
Race/ethnicity 2
White non-Hispanic . . . .................... 192,518 76,942 58,5632 40,286 11,906 3,963
Black non-Hispanic . . ... .................. 32,542 10,182 9,308 8,686 3,148 1,010
Other non-Hispanic . . . .................... 11,646 4,439 3,348 2,921 624 199
Hispanic . . ... ... . ... . . ... .. 29,923 9,924 9,087 8,079 2,060 614
Mexican American . . .. .................. 15,875 5,142 4,560 4,732 1,042 312
Education 4
Less than 12 years of school . . ... ... ......... 31,796 5,092 7,197 10,734 6,069 2,656
High school graduate/GEDS® recipient . . . . ........ 51,496 18,270 16,517 15,206 5,017 1,454
Somecollege ... ... ... 43,354 14,514 14,804 10,308 2,834 867
Bachelor of Arts or Science degree/graduate or
professional degree . . ... ........... . ..... 39,762 18,499 13,198 6,352 1,372 303
Family income®
Less than $20,000 . ... ................... 60,522 15,628 16,033 17,758 7,711 3,089
$20,000 0F MOE . . . vt it e e 189,309 81,219 59,350 37,320 8,577 2,218
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . ... ... 44,126 14,657 13,155 11,714 3,450 1,011
$35,000-$54,999 . . . . ... 47,460 19,687 15,287 9,732 2,151 491
$55,000-$74,999 . . . ... 32,017 15,099 10,620 5,068 940 205
$75,000 0 MOre . . . .o vt 38,506 21,006 11,517 5,008 744 120
Poverty status”
Poor . ... 30,733 8,737 7,929 8,924 3,519 1,456
NEAr POOF . . o o oot et e e e 41,675 13,305 11,496 11,143 4,101 1,429
Notpoor . ... ... ... . ... ... 140,022 61,452 44,481 26,064 6,191 1,532
Age and health insurance
Under 65 years®:
Private . ....... ... . ... 163,707 74,268 53,005 29,628 5,481 1,222
Medicaid/other public . . ... ............... 21,444 6,298 5,371 6,239 2,495 1,016
Othercoverage . . ...................... 6,006 1,962 1,366 1,396 846 423
Uninsured . . ... ... .. ... ... ... 40,512 13,670 11,690 10,949 2,748 617
65 years and over®:
Private . ... ... .. .. ... 22,073 3,248 5,973 7,829 3,745 1,253
Medicaid and Medicare . .. ................ 1,767 85 218 476 603 385
Medicareonly ... ...................... 6,450 787 1,476 2,221 1,333 596
Othercoverage . . ... ....... ..., 1,113 12 169 376 276 179
Uninsured . . ... ... ... ... .. .. 346 54 64 86 47 36
Place of residence
Large MSA™ . . . . L 125,313 49,405 38,474 26,947 7,485 2,294
Small MSA™ . . . . ... 87,186 33,370 26,347 19,405 5,716 1,921
Notin MSA™ . . . . . .. ... 54,131 18,712 15,454 13,619 4,537 1,571
Region
Northeast . . ... ... ... ... . . ... ... . .. ... 52,428 20,145 16,643 11,238 3,259 942
Midwest . . ... ... . . 65,715 25,482 20,512 14,345 4,023 1,108
South . ... ... 95,172 34,811 27,398 22,559 7,103 2,741
West .. ... 53,314 21,049 15,722 11,830 3,353 996

See footnotes at end of table.



Page 10 O Series 10, No. 204

Table 1. Frequency distributions of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Respondent-assessed health status’

All Very
Selected characteristic persons Excellent good Good Fair Poor
Sex and age Number in thousands?
Male:
Underi12years . ....................... 24,480 18,309 6,616 3,827 472 86
12-17years . ... ... 12,053 6,414 3,355 1,984 208 44
18-44vyears . .. ... .. ... ... 53,652 22,811 17,479 10,623 2,091 432
45-B4 years . . . ... 26,555 7,678 8,426 6,850 2,490 1,010
65yearsand over . ............ ... 13,471 1,933 3,354 4,631 2,501 998
Female:
Under12years .. ...................... 23,498 13,275 6,204 3,409 361 56
12-17years . . ... ... 11,326 5,730 3,231 2,047 202 32
18-44vyears . .. ... ... ... .. 54,736 20,670 18,322 12,221 2,733 494
4564 years . .. ... 28,321 7,291 8,690 7,915 3,136 1,162
65yearsand over . ............ ... 18,536 2,377 4,598 6,466 3,544 1,473
Race/ethnicity, sex, and age
White non-Hispanic male:
Underi12years . ....................... 15,654 9,460 4,028 1,863 189 34
12-17years . . ... ... 8,134 4,687 2,215 1,058 117 26
1844 vyears . . ... .. .. 37,799 16,989 12,512 6,692 1,256 216
45-B4years . .. ... 21,021 6,529 6,852 5,154 1,713 699
65yearsandover ... .. ... 11,475 1,730 2,910 3,946 2,054 792
White non-Hispanic female:
Underi12vyears . ............ ... . 15,044 9,486 3,715 1,550 145 28
12-17years . . ... .. .. 7,552 4,183 2,129 1,076 103 1
18—44years . ... ... 38,220 15,547 13,052 7,553 1,560 301
4564 years . .. ... 21,991 6,185 7,039 5,903 2,008 762
65yearsandover .. .......... ... 15,627 2,147 4,081 5,490 2,760 1,093
Black non-Hispanic male:
Underi12vyears . .......... ... ... . 3,728 1,639 1,090 794 142 24
12-17years . . ... . ... 1,746 703 528 460 41 1
1844 vyears . . ... .. .. 6,195 2,273 1,859 1,496 435 105
4564 years . .. ... 2,435 436 661 745 409 170
65yearsandover .. .......... ... 1,013 85 215 350 226 133
Black non-Hispanic female:
Underi12vyears . .......... ... ... 3,620 1,609 1,044 821 112 7
12-17years . . ... ... ... 1,730 694 500 441 60 14
1844 vyears . . ... .. .. 7,447 2,214 2,346 2,106 647 90
45-B4years . .. ... 3,068 430 768 1,003 622 226
65yearsandover . .......... ... 1,561 101 298 470 455 229
Hispanic male:
Underi12vyears . ......... ... ... . 3,873 1,605 1,166 923 115 28
12-17years . . ... ... 1,599 697 492 354 42 6
1844 vyears . . ... .. .. 7,104 2,530 2,275 1,881 316 67
45-B4years . .. ... 2,017 434 615 612 244 105
65yearsandover . ..................... 695 94 149 205 183 64
Hispanic female:
Under12years . ....................... 3,716 1,603 1,117 868 83 14
12-17years . . ... . ... 1,470 576 465 376 39 3
18—44years . ... ... 6,359 1,907 2,086 1,855 418 71
45-B4years . ... ... 2,142 378 572 680 360 144
65yearsandover . ..................... 949 100 150 326 259 113
Race/ethnicity and poverty status
White non-Hispanic:
Poor . . .. 14,296 4,068 3,678 3,931 1,759 771
Near poor . .. ..... .. ... 27,008 8,505 7,656 6,965 2,780 982
Notpoor .. ... ... . ... ... .. 113,812 51,169 35,993 20,362 4,813 1,246
Black non-Hispanic:
Poor . . ... 7,407 2,124 1,739 2,183 966 353
Near poor . . ... ... ... ... 6,001 1,916 1,525 1,567 678 287
Notpoor ... ... ... .. . ... ... ... 11,352 4,074 3,705 2,710 703 135

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 1. Frequency distributions of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Respondent-assessed health status’

All Very
Selected characteristic persons Excellent good Good Fair Poor
Race/ethnicity and poverty status—Con Number in thousands?
Hispanic:
Poor . . ... 7,395 2,100 2,094 2,253 655 256
Nearpoor . ........ ... .. ... . ... . ... .. 6,944 2,384 1,847 2,048 498 136
Notpoor . ... ... ... . . . . ... ... ..., 9,313 3,789 3,074 1,861 471 87

"Data in this table are based on a question in the survey that asked respondents, “Would you say your health in general was excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?” Information was obtained from
all respondents; proxy responses from a knowledgeable family member were accepted for adults not taking part in the interview and for all children under 18 years of age.

2Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents, nor are they shown in the frequency distributions (see appendix | for more information). They
are, however, included in the “All persons” column. Hence, row frequencies may not sum to the total number of persons in column 1. Numbers may also be rounded.

3«Other non-Hispanic” includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons
of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

“Highest educational attainment is shown only for persons ages 25 years and over.

5GED is General Educational Development high school equivalency diploma.

64 ess than $20,000” and “$20,000 or more” include both respondents reporting specific dollar amounts and respondents reporting that their incomes were within those categories (see appendix I).
The indented categories include only those respondents who reported specific dollar amounts. Persons with unknown family income are not shown.

7Poverty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau'’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined as below the povery threshold. “Near poor” persons have
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold. “Not poor” persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold.

8Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons under age 65, “Medicaid/other public” includes those with Medicaid or other public health
insurance coverage (e.g., most State-sponsored coverage). “Other coverage” includes Medicare, military health insurance coverage, and/or another form of government-sponsored health insurance
coverage. Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured.

Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons aged 65 years and over, those with Medicaid and Medicare coverage are distinguished from
those with Medicare only; “Other coverage” includes those with Medicaid only, other forms of public health insurance coverage (such as State-sponsored coverage), military coverage, or other forms of
government-sponsored health coverage (in all cases, without Medicare). Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured

1OMSA is Metropolitan Statistical Area. Large MSAs have a population size of 1,000,000 or more; small MSAs have a population size of less than 1,000,000. “Not in MSA” consists of persons not living
in a Metropolitan Statistical Area.
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Table 2. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics:
United States, 1997

Respondent-assessed health status’

Selected characteristic Total Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor
Percent distribution? (standard error)
Total Lo 100.0 38.3 (0.29) 30.3 (0.25) 22.6 (0.22) 6.7 (0.11) 2.2 (0.06)
Sex
Male .. ... ... 100.0 40.2 (0.32) 30.3 (0.29) 21.5(0.25) 6.0 (0.14) 2.0 (0.07)
Female ... ... ... 100.0 36.4 (0.32) 30.3 (0.28) 23.6 (0.25) 4(0.13) 2.4 (0.08)
Age
Under12years . ........................ 100.0 55.8 (0.56) 26.9 (0.49) 15.2 (0.39) 7 (0.11) 0.3 (0.04)
12-17 YOArS . . o oo 100.0 52.2 (0.70) 28.3 (0.61) 17.3 (0.54) (o 15) 0.3 (0.06)
18—44years ... ... ... 100.0 40.3 (0.37) 33.2(0.33) 21.2(0.28) 5(0.12) 0.9 (0.05)
A5-BAYEArS . o oo 100.0 27.4 (0.43) 31.3(0.41) 27.0 (0.40) 10 3 (0.26) 4.0 (0.16)
B5-74years .. ... ... 100.0 15.8 (0.53) 26.4 (0.61) 34.7 (0.65) 16.6 (0.50) 6.4 (0.32)
75years and OVEr . . . . . . oot 100.0 10.6 (0.48) 23.0 (0.69) 34.9 (0.75) 22.0 (0.64) 9.5 (0.45)
Race/ethnicity®
White non-Hispanic . . .. ................... 100.0 40.2 (0.35) 30.5 (0.29) 21.0 (0.25) 6.2 (0.13) 2.1 (0.08)
Black non-Hispanic . . ... .................. 100.0 31.5(0.74) 28.8 (0.70) 26.9 (0.61) 9 7 (0.34) 3.1(0.18)
Other non-Hispanic . . .. ................... 100.0 38.5 (1.42) 29.0 (1.17) 25.3 (1.19) 4 (0.46) 1.7 (0.25)
HISpanic . . . ..o oo 100.0 33.3 (0.64) 30.5 (0.63) 27.1 (0.59) 6 9 (0.27) 2.1(0.12)
Mexican American . . .. .................. 100.0 32.6 (0.90) 28.9 (0.94) 30.0 (0.85) 6.6 (0.37) 2.0 (0.13)
Education 4
Less than 12 years of school . . ... ... ... ...... 100.0 16.0 (0.41) 22.7 (0.46) 33.8 (0.50) 19.1 (0.40) 8.4 (0.30)
High school graduate/GEDS® recipient . . .. ........ 100.0 25.8 (0.38) 32.1 (0.42) 29.5 (0.40) 9.7 (0.24) 2.8 (0.13)
Somecollege ... ... ... 100.0 33.5 (0.47) 34.2 (0.44) 23.8 (0.38) 6.5 (0.22) 2.0 (0.12)
Bachelor of Arts or Science degree/graduate or
professional degree . . .. .................. 100.0 46.6 (0.55) 33.2 (0.50) 16.0 (0.36) 3.5(0.18) 0.8 (0.08)
Family income®
Less than $20,000 . ... ................... 100.0 26.0 (0.46) 26.6 (0.45) 29.5 (0.42) 12.8 (0.28) 5.1 (0.18)
$20,000 0F MO . . o vt e e e e e 100.0 43.0 (0.34) 31.5(0.30) 19.8 (0.25) 4.5 (0.10) 1.2 (0.05)
$20,000-$34,999 . . ... ... 100.0 33.3 (0.59) 29.9 (0.54) 26.6 (0.51) 7 8 (0.25) 2.3(0.13)
$35,000-$54,999 . . .. ... 100.0 41.6 (0.63) 32.3 (0.57) 20.6 (0.46) 5(0.19) 1.0 (0.09)
$55,000-$74,999 . ... ... 100.0 47.3 (0.78) 33.3 (0.69) 15.9 (0.52) 2 9 (0.20) 0.6 (0.08)
$75,000 0 MOre . . . oo vt 100.0 54.7 (0.73) 30.0 (0.65) 13.0 (0.44) 1.9 (0.14) 0.3 (0.05)
Poverty status”
POOT .\ 100.0 28.6 (0.71) 25.9 (0.68) 29.2 (0.65) 11.5 (0.37) 4.8 (0.24)
Nearpoor . . ........... ... ... . ... . ... 100.0 32.1 (0.59) 27.7 (0.56) 26.9 (0.52) 9.9 (0.29) 3.4 (0.18)
NOtPOOr .« . oo e e e 100.0 44.0 (0.39) 31.8 (0.34) 18.7 (0.26) 4.4(0.12) 1.1 (0.05)
Age and health insurance
Under 65 years®:
Private ... ... ... .. ... 100.0 45.4 (0.36) 32.4 (0.31) 18.1 (0.26) 4 (0.09) 0.7 (0.04)
Medicaid/other public . .. ................. 100.0 29.4 (0.80) 25.1 (0.81) 29.1(0.72) 11 6 (0.41) 4.7 (0.28)
Othercoverage . .. ..................... 100.0 32.7 (1.68) 22.8 (1.18) 23.3(1.18) 14 1(0.94) 7.1 (0.61)
UNINSUred . .. oo oot 100.0 34.5 (0.63) 29.5 (0.56) 27.6 (0.55) 9(0.24) 1.6 (0.11)
65 years and over®:
PAVALE . . o oo o 100.0 14.7 (0.46) 27.1 (0.58) 35.5 (0.60) 17.0 (0.47) 5.7 (0.29)
Medicaid and Medicare . .. ................ 100.0 4.8 (0.93) 12.3 (1.36) 26.9 (1.83) 34.1 (1.72) 21.8 (1.67)
Medicareonly . .. ... ... ... . ... . ... .. 100.0 12.3 (0.78) 23.0 (0.98) 34.6 (1.11) 20.8 (0.90) 9.3 (0.61)
Othercoverage . .. ..................... 100.0 10.1 (1.59) 15.2 (1.83) 33.8 (2.53) 24.8 (2.20) 16.1 (1.90)
UniNSUred . .o oo 100.0 18.8 (3.99) 22.2 (3.85) 30.0 (4.36) 16.5 (3.54) 12.4 (3.29)
Place of residence
Large MSA™ . . . ... 100.0 39.6 (0.42) 30.9 (0.35) 21.6 (0.30) 6.0 (0.14) 1.8 (0.07)
Small MSA™ . . . 100.0 38.5 (0.52) 30.4 (0.41) 22.4 (0.37) 6.6 (0.20) 2.2 (0.11)
Notin MSA™ . . . . ... ... .. 100.0 34.7 (0.66) 28.7 (0.61) 25.3 (0.62) 8.4 (0.29) 2.9 (0.16)
Region
Northeast . . ... ... ... ... .. ... . ... . ... .. 100.0 38.6 (0.66) 31.9 (0.58) 21.5(0.43) 2(0.24) 1.8 (0.12)
Midwest . . ... ... L 100.0 38.9 (0.58) 31.3(0.51) 21.9 (0.46) 1(0.23) 1.7 (0.12)
South ... ... .. 100.0 36.8 (0.52) 29.0 (0.43) 23.8 (0.41) 5 (0.20) 2.9 (0.11)
West .. ... 100.0 39.8 (0.56) 29.7 (0.48) 22.3 (0.46) 3(0.22) 1.9 (0.10)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 2. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics:
United States, 1997—Con.

Respondent-assessed health status’

Selected characteristic Total Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor
Sex and age Percent distribution® (standard error)
Male:
Under 12 years . . .........ooiui 100.0 54.7 (0.68) 27.2 (0.61) 15.7 (0.46) 1.9 (0.14) 0.4 (0.06)
12-17years . ... ... 100.0 53.4 (0.85) 28.0 (0.76) 16.5 (0.65) 1 .7 (0.22) 0.4 (0.09)
1844 YEarS . . o oo oo 100.0 42.7 (0.43) 32.7 (0.39) 19.9 (0.32) 9 (0.15) 0.8 (0.07)
4564 years . . . ... 100.0 29.0 (0.52) 31.9 (0.52) 25.9 (0.49) 9 4 (0.31) 3.8 (0.21)
B5yearsand over . .. ......... ... 100.0 14.4 (0.53) 25.0 (0.66) 34.5 (0.74) 18.6 (0.59) 7.4 (0.39)
Female:
UNder 12 Years . . ..o 100.0 57.0 (0.67) 26.6 (0.57) 14.6 (0.47) 1.5 (0.14) 0.2 (0.05)
12-17years . ... ... 100.0 51.0 (0.94) 28.7 (0.83) 18.2 (0.68) 1 .8 (0.20) 0.3 (0.08)
1844 YEAIS . o o oo oo 100.0 38.0 (0.42) 33.7 (0.39) 22.4 (0.35) 0(0.16) 0.9 (0.07)
45-B4 years . . . ... 100.0 25.9 (0.48) 30.8 (0.48) 28.1 (0.49) 11 1 (0.32) 4.1 (0.21)
B5yearsand over . .. ......... ... 100.0 12.9 (0.43) 24.9 (0.57) 35.0 (0.59) 19.2 (0.49) 8.0 (0.35)

Race/ethnicity, sex, and age
White non-Hispanic male:

Under12years .. ...................... 100.0 60.7 (0.81) 25.9 (0.76) 12.0 (0.53) 1.2 (0.16) *0.2 (0.07)
12-17years . . ... 100.0 57.8 (1.05) 27.3 (0.96) 13.1 (0.74) 1 4 (0.27) *0.3 (0.11)
18—44years . ... ... ... 100.0 45.1 (0.53) 33.2(0.48) 17.8 (0.39) 3(0.18) 0.6 (0.07)
45-B4years . . . ... 100.0 31.2 (0.61) 32.7 (0.59) 24.6 (0.54) 8 2 (0.35) 3.3 (0.25)
65yearsand OVEr . . .. ... ... .. ... 100.0 15.1 (0.59) 25.5 (0.75) 34.5 (0.83) 18.0 (0.65) 6.9 (0.43)
White non-Hispanic female:
Under12years . ....................... 100.0 63.6 (0.88) 24.9 (0.76) 10.4 (0.55) 1.0 (0.15) *0.2 (0.07)
12-17years . . ... 100.0 55.8 (1.17) 28.4 (1.05) 14.3 (0.79) 1 4 (0.23) *0.2 (0.08)
18—44years . . ... ... 100.0 40.9 (0.51) 34.3 (0.48) 19.9 (0.40) 1(0.19) 0.8 (0.08)
45-B4 years . .. ... 100.0 28.2 (0.57) 32.1 (0.56) 27.0 (0.58) 9 2 (0.34) 3.5 (0.24)
65yearsandover .. ............... . ..., 100.0 13.8 (0.49) 26.2 (0.65) 35.3 (0.65) 17.7 (0.54) 7.0 (0.38)
Black non-Hispanic male:
Under12years . ....................... 100.0 44.4 (1.81) 29.5 (1.84) 21.5(1.19) 3.9 (0.50) 0.7 (0.21)
12-17years . .. ... 100.0 40.3 (2.07) 30.3 (1.95) 26.4 (2.00) 2 4 (0.60) *0.6 (0.29)
18—44years . ... ... .. 100.0 36.8 (1.14) 30.1 (1.07) 24.3 (1.00) 1(0.60) 1.7 (0.26)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 18.0 (1.18) 27.3(1.37) 30.8 (1.43) 16 9(1.08) 7.0 (0.78)
65yearsandover . ................ . ..., 100.0 8.4 (1.38) 21.3(1.95) 34.7 (2.28) 22.4 (2.03) 13.2 (1.65)
Black non-Hispanic female:
Under12years . ....................... 100.0 44.8 (1.65) 29.1 (1.39) 22.8 (1.38) 3.1 (0.51) *0.2 (0.10)
12-17years . . ... 100.0 40.6 (2.09) 29.3 (1.96) 25.8 (1.89) 3.5(0.72) *0.8 (0.31)
18—44years . . ... ... 100.0 29.9 (0.96) 31.7 (0.99) 28.5(0.91) 8.7 (0.52) 1.2 (0.20)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 14.1 (0.97) 25.2 (1.14) 32.9 (1.26) 20.4 (1.11) 7.4 (0.69)
65yearsandover .. ............... . ..., 100.0 6.5 (0.94) 19.2 (1.59) 30.3 (1.73) 29.3 (1.89) 14.8 (1.42)
Hispanic male:
Under12years . ....................... 100.0 41.8 (1.29) 30.4 (1.14) 24.1 (1.06) 3.0 (0.34) 0.7 (0.17)
12-17years . .. ... 100.0 43.8 (1.73) 30.9 (1.66) 22.3 (1.40) 2 6 (0.49) *0.4 (0.16)
18-44years .. ....... ... 100.0 35.8 (0.96) 32.2 (0.87) 26.6 (0.83) 5(0.36) 0.9 (0.17)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 21.6 (1.20) 30.6 (1.37) 30.4 (1.37) 12 1(1.03) 5.2 (0.61)
65yearsandover . ..................... 100.0 13.5 (1.82) 21.5(2.04) 29.4 (2.31) 26.4 (2.46) 9.2 (1.38)
Hispanic female:
Under12years . ....................... 100.0 43.5 (1.26) 30.3 (1.13) 23.6 (1.07) 2.3 (0.34) *0.4 (0.12)
12-17vyears . .. ... ... ... 100.0 39.5 (1.93) 31.9 (1.77) 25.8 (1.57) 2 7 (0.45) *0.2 (0.11)
18-44years .. ....... ... 100.0 30.1 (0.79) 32.9 (0.87) 29.3 (0.84) 6 (0.43) 1.1 (0.16)
4564 Years . . . ... 100.0 17.7 (1.07) 26.8 (1.26) 31.9 (1.30) 16 9(1.07) 6.8 (0.67)
65yearsandover .. .................... 100.0 10.6 (1.39) 15.9 (1.62) 34.3 (2.14) 27.3 (2.28) 11.9 (1.25)
Race/ethnicity and poverty status
White non-Hispanic:
Poor . . ... 100.0 28.6 (1.01) 25.9 (0.95) 27.7 (0.94) 12.4 (0.62) 5.4 (0.40)
Nearpoor . ........ ... ... .. ... 100.0 31.6 (0.79) 28.5(0.71) 25.9 (0.65) 10.3 (0.37) 3.7 (0.26)
Notpoor . ....... ... ... ... . ... . ... .. 100.0 45.0 (0.43) 31.7 (0.37) 17.9 (0.29) 4.2 (0.13) 1.1 (0.06)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 2. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of respondent-assessed health status by selected characteristics:
United States, 1997—Con.

Respondent-assessed health status’

Selected characteristic Total Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor
Race/ethnicity and poverty status—Con. Percent distribution® (standard error)
Black non-Hispanic:
POOK .« o e e 100.0 28.8 (1.66) 23.6 (1.51) 29.6 (1.24) 13.1 (0.69) 4.8 (0.45)
Nearpoor . ........ ... . ... ... ..., 100.0 32.1 (1.55) 25.5 (1.46) 26.2 (1.35) 11.4 (0.83) 4.8 (0.46)
NOt POOF . . o o e e 100.0 36.0 (1.14) 32.7 (1.04) 23.9 (0.92) 6.2 (0.47) 1.2 (0.17)
Hispanic:
Poor . . . 100.0 28.5(1.19) 28.5(1.33) 30.6 (1.24) 8.9 (0.50) 3.5 (0.29)
Nearpoor . ......... ... . ... ..., 100.0 34.5(1.22) 26.7 (1.10) 29.6 (1.22) 7.2 (0.45) 2.0 (0.23)
NOt POOF . o v o e e e 100.0 40.8 (1.08) 33.1(0.92) 20.1(0.82) 5.1 (0.42) 0.9 (0.14)

* Figure does not meet standard of reliability or precision.

Data in this table are based on a question in the survey that asked respondents, “Would you say your health in general was excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?” Information was obtained from
all respondents; proxy responses from a knowledgeable family member were accepted for adults not taking part in the interview and for all children under 18 years of age.

2Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents. Additionally, percents may not add to 100% because of rounding.

3«Other non-Hispanic” includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons
of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

“Highest educational attainment is shown only for persons ages 25 years and over.

SGED is General Educational Development high school equivalency diploma.

84Less than $20,000” and “$20,000 or more” include both respondents reporting specific dollar amounts and respondents repondents reporting specific dollar amounts and respondents reporting that
their incomes were within those categies (see appendix I). The indented categories include only those respondents who reported specific dollar amounts. Persons with unknown family income are not
shown.

"Poverty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined as below the povery threshold. “Near poor” persons have
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold. “Not poor” persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold.

8Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons under age 65 years, “Medicaid/other public” includes those with Medicaid or other public health
insurance coverage (e.g., most State-sponsored coverage). “Other coverage” includes Medicare, military health insurance coverage, and/or another form of government-sponsored health insurance
coverage. Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured in this table.

9Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons ages 65 years and over, those with Medicaid and Medicare coverage are distinguished from
those with Medicare only; “Other coverage” includes those with Medicaid only, other forms of public health insurance coverage (such as State-sponsored coverage), military coverage, or other forms of
government-sponsored health coverage (in all cases, without Medicare). Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured in this table.

1OMSA is Metropolitan Statistical Area. Large MSAs have a population size of 1,000,000 or more; small MSAs have a population size of less than 1,000,000. “Not in MSA” consists of persons not living
in a Metropolitan Statistical Area.
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Table 3. Frequency distributions of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status, by selected
characteristics: United States, 1997

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
All Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic persons in any way limitations conditions?
Number in thousands®
Total . . ... 266,629 231,136 35,493 33,792
Sex
Male . . .. 130,212 113,833 16,379 15,599
Female . ... ... .. . . ... 136,417 117,303 19,114 18,193
Age
Under12years ... ... ... ... 47,979 45,034 2,944 2,742
12-17 years . . . . . 23,379 21,358 2,021 1,930
18-44 years . . ... ... 108,389 100,313 8,075 7,499
A5—B4 YEAIrS . . i i i 54,876 45,102 9,774 9,402
B5—T4 YEArS . . . . 18,105 12,581 5,524 5,363
75years and OVEr . . . . . .ottt 13,902 6,748 7,154 6,856
Race/ethnicity*
White non-Hispanic . . . ............ . ... . ..., 192,518 165,374 27,144 25,870
Black non-Hispanic . . .. ........ . ... ... ..... 32,542 27,823 4,720 4,486
Other non-Hispanic . . ... ..................... 11,646 10,757 889 833
Hispanic . . . . . . . .. 29,923 27,183 2,740 2,603
Mexican American . . . . ... .. ... 15,875 14,613 1,262 1,188
Education®
Less than 12 years of school . . .. ... ............. 31,796 21,657 10,139 9,734
High school graduate/GED® recipient . . .. ... ........ 51,496 42,837 8,659 8,304
Somecollege . ... ... 43,354 37,099 6,256 5,986
Bachelor of Arts or Science degree/graduate or professional
degree . ... 39,762 36,316 3,446 3,285
Family income”
Less than $20,000 . .. ... .. ... ... 60,522 45,619 14,903 14,330
$20,000 0r MOIE . . . v o 189,309 171,087 18,221 17,320
$20,000-$34,999 . . . ... 44,126 37,420 6,706 6,444
$35,000-$54,999 . . . ... ... 47,460 43,043 4,417 4,156
$55,000-$74,999 . . . . ... 32,017 29,727 2,290 2,197
$75,000 OFMOE . . .. oo oo 38,506 36,263 2,242 2,124
Poverty status®
Poor . .. 30,733 24,006 6,727 6,441
Near poor . . . ... ... 41,675 33,892 7,783 7,533
Notpoor . . . ... . 140,022 126,235 13,787 13,140
Age and health insurance
Under 65 years®:
Private . . ... ... .. 163,707 151,897 11,811 11,163
Medicaid/other public . . . ... ......... ... ..... 21,444 16,119 5,325 5,070
Othercoverage . . . ... ... .. ... 6,006 4,121 1,885 1,816
Uninsured . .. ... ... . . ... 40,512 36,921 3,591 3,358
65 years and over'°:
Private . . ... ... ... ... 22,073 13,967 8,106 7,796
Medicaid and Medicare . .. ................... 1,767 484 1,283 1,257
Medicareonly . .. ... ... .. ... ... . ... .. ... 6,450 3,854 2,596 2,499
Othercoverage . . ... ..... ... . 1,113 551 561 546
Uninsured . . ... ... .. ... 346 280 65 64
Place of residence
Large MSA™ . . . L 125,313 110,723 14,589 13,780
Small MSA™ . . .. 87,186 75,067 12,119 11,580
Notin MSA™ . . . . . ... .. ... 54,131 45,346 8,785 8,432

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. Frequency distributions of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status, by selected

characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
All Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic persons in any way limitations conditions?
Region Number in thousands®
Northeast . . . ... ... . ... ... .. .. 52,428 45,323 7,105 6,727
Midwest . . ... ... 65,715 57,073 8,642 8,252
South . . ... 95,172 82,056 13,116 12,497
West . ... 53,314 46,684 6,630 6,317
Sex and age
Male:
Underi12years . .......................... 24,480 22,540 1,941 1,808
12-17years . . ... ... . 12,053 10,761 1,291 1,226
1844 vyears . . ... ... .. ... 53,652 49,903 3,749 3,489
45-BAyears . . . ... 26,555 22,047 4,508 4,358
65yearsandover . ......... ... ... ... .. 13,471 8,581 4,890 4,719
Female:
Underi12years ... ........................ 23,498 22,495 1,004 934
12-17years . . ... ... 11,326 10,596 730 704
1844 vyears . .. ... ... ... 54,736 50,410 4,326 4,011
45-BAyears . . . ... 28,321 23,055 5,266 5,044
65yearsandover . . ........ ... ... ... .. 18,536 10,747 7,788 7,501
Race/ethnicity, sex, and age
White non-Hispanic male:
Under12years . .......................... 15,654 14,339 1,315 1,220
1217 years . . . . . 8,134 7,179 955 917
18—44years . . ... ... 37,799 35,191 2,608 2,431
4564 YEArS . . . .. 21,021 17,591 3,430 3,318
B5yearsandover ... ...... ... 11,475 7,325 4,150 4,011
White non-Hispanic female:
Underi12vyears . ........... .. ..., 15,044 14,374 670 623
1217 years . .. . .. 7,552 7,035 517 493
18—44years .. ...... .. ... 38,220 35,042 3,178 2,961
4564 YEArS . . . .. 21,991 18,097 3,894 3,713
B5yearsandover . ........ ... 15,627 9,201 6,425 6,182
Black non-Hispanic male:
Underi12years . . ....... ..., 3,728 3,379 349 329
12-17years . .. ... 1,746 1,564 182 169
18-44years .. ........ ... 6,195 5,596 599 563
4564 YeArsS . . . .. 2,435 1,838 596 574
B5yearsand Over . ... ..... ... 1,013 607 406 386
Black non-Hispanic female:
Underi12years . .. ...... ..., 3,620 3,442 178 172
12-17years . . . ... 1,730 1,610 120 120
1844 years . . . ... .. . ... 7,447 6,790 656 593
4564 Years . . . ... 3,068 2,243 825 802
B5yearsand over . ... ....... .. 1,561 752 809 779
Hispanic male:
Underi12years . . ....... ..., 3,873 3,646 227 214
12-17years . .. ... 1,599 1,476 122 112
18—44years . . ... .. 7,104 6,704 401 374
4564 Years . . . ... 2,017 1,680 336 324
B65yearsandover . ............. .. ..., 695 417 277 267
Hispanic female:
Underi12years .. ....... ... ... 3,716 3,591 125 114
12-17years . .. ... 1,470 1,401 69 66
18—44years . . . ... ... ... 6,359 5,981 378 343
4564 Years . . . ... 2,142 1,747 395 386
65yearsandover .. ........... ... ... 949 539 409 403

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. Frequency distributions of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status, by selected
characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
All Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic persons in any way limitations conditions?
Race/ethnicity and poverty status Number in thousands®
White non-Hispanic:
Poor . . . . 14,296 10,349 3,947 3,776
Near poor 27,008 21,097 5,911 5,737
Not poor 113,812 101,941 11,871 11,339
Black non-Hispanic:
Poor . . . . 7,407 5,801 1,606 1,544
Near poor . ... ... ... ... 6,001 4,949 1,051 1,012
Notpoor . ... .. . . . . 11,352 10,380 973 911
Hispanic:
Poor . ... ... .. 7,395 6,460 935 897
Near poor 6,944 6,321 623 593
Not poor 9,313 8,649 664 623

Data in this table are derived from a number of questions in the survey that ask whether respondents have an activity limitation, what condition(s) or health problem(s) cause the limitation, and how
long they have had the condition(s). Conditions lasting over 3 months are considered chronic, with the exception of particular conditions (e.g., arthritis, diabetes, cancer, heart conditions) that are
considered chronic regardless of their duration. Pregnancy is not considered to be chronic.

2Persons “limited with one or more chronic conditions” are a subset of the “total with limitations.”

3Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents, nor are they shown in the frequency distributions (see appendix | for more information). They
are, however, included in the “All persons” column. Hence, row frequencies may not sum to the total number of persons in column 1. Numbers may also be rounded.

4“Other non-Hispanic” includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons
of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

5Highest educational attainment is shown only for persons ages 25 years and over.

SGED is General Educational Development high school equivalency diploma.

7“ess than $20,000” and “$20,000 or more” include both respondents reporting specific dollar amounts and respondents repondents reporting specific dollar amounts and respondents reporting that
their incomes were within those categies (see appendix I). The indented categories include only those respondents who reported specific dollar amounts. Persons with unknown family income are not
shown.

8Pover’ty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined as below the povery threshold. “Near poor” persons have
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold. “Not poor” persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold.

Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons under age 65 years, “Medicaid/other public” includes those with Medicaid or other public health
insurance coverage (e.g., most State-sponsored coverage). “Other coverage” includes Medicare, military health insurance coverage, and/or another form of government-sponsored health insurance
coverage. Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured in this table.

"%Private health insurance may be obtained through the workplace or purchased directly. Among persons ages 65 years and over, those with Medicaid and Medicare coverage are distinguished from
those with Medicare only; “Other coverage” includes those with Medicaid only, other forms of public health insurance coverage (such as State-sponsored coverage), military coverage, or other forms of
government-sponsored health coverage (in all cases, without Medicare). Persons with only Indian Health Service coverage are considered uninsured in this table.

"MSA is Metropolitan Statistical Area. Large MSAs have a population size of 1,000,000 or more; small MSAs have a population size of less than 1,000,000. “Not in MSA” consists of persons not living
in a Metropolitan Statistical Area.
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Table 4. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status,
by selected characteristics: United States, 1997

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic Total in any way limitations conditions?
Percent distribution® (standard error)
Total . . ... 100.0 87.0 (0.17) 13.4 (0.17) 12.8 (0.17)
Sex
Male .. ... ... ... . . 100.0 87.7 (0.19) 12.7 (0.19) 12.1 (0.19)
Female . .... ... .. .. . . ... . . . ... .. 100.0 86.3 (0.20) 14.1 (0.21) 13.5 (0.21)
Age
Under12years ....................... 100.0 94.1 (0.20) 6.2 (0.19) 5.8 (0.18)
12-17years . ... ... .. 100.0 91.6 (0.34) 8.7 (0.35) 8.3 (0.34)
18-44vyears . .......... ... . ..., 100.0 92.8 (0.16) 7.5 (0.16) 7.0 (0.15)
45-B4 years ... ... 100.0 82.5 (0.34) 17.9 (0.33) 17.3 (0.33)
B65-74years .. ... ... 100.0 69.9 (0.69) 30.7 (0.72) 30.0 (0.72)
75yearsandover . ... ... 100.0 49.3 (0.79) 51.6 (0.80) 50.2 (0.82)
Race/ethnicity *
White non-Hispanic . . ... ................ 100.0 86.2 (0.21) 14.2 (0.22) 13.6 (0.21)
Black non-Hispanic . . ................... 100.0 85.9 (0.40) 14.7 (0.40) 14.0 (0.40)
Other non-Hispanic . . . ... ............... 100.0 92.6 (0.51) 7.8 (0.51) 7.3 (0.49)
Hispanic . . ... ... ... . ... . ... . 100.0 91.0 (0.28) 9.3 (0.29) 8.8 (0.29)
Mexican American . . .. ... ... . 100.0 92.0 (0.31) 8.1 (0.32) 7.6 (0.31)
Education®
Less than 12 years of school . . ... .......... 100.0 68.6 (0.55) 32.2 (0.54) 31.2 (0.54)
High school graduate/GEDS® recipient . . .. ... ... 100.0 83.6 (0.31) 16.9 (0.32) 16.3 (0.31)
Somecollege . .......... ... 100.0 85.8 (0.31) 14.5 (0.32) 14.0 (0.31)
Bachelor of Arts or Science degree/graduate or
professional degree . . ... ............... 100.0 91.5 (0.26) 8.7 (0.26) 8.3 (0.25)
Family income”
Less than $20,000 .. ................... 100.0 75.8 (0.43) 24.9 (0.44) 24.1 (0.44)
$20,000 0rMOre . . . v vt 100.0 90.6 (0.15) 9.7 (0.15) 9.2 (0.14)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . ... ... 100.0 85.1 (0.34) 15.3 (0.35) 14.8 (0.33)
$35,000-$54,999 . . . . ... 100.0 90.9 (0.27) 9.4 (0.28) 8.8 (0.27)
$55,000-$74,999 . . . . ... 100.0 93.0 (0.29) 7.2 (0.30) 6.9 (0.29)
$75,000 0rMOre . . . oo v 100.0 94.3 (0.24) 5.8 (0.23) 5.5 (0.22)
Poverty status®
Poor . . ... 100.0 78.6 (0.55) 22.1 (0.57) 21.3 (0.56)
NEAr POOF . . . o oo e e et e 100.0 81.6 (0.41) 18.8 (0.41) 18.3 (0.41)
Notpoor . ...... ... . ... ... .. 100.0 90.4 (0.17) 9.9 (0.18) 9.4 (0.18)
Age and health insurance
Under 65 years®:
PAVAIE © o o o o oo e e 100.0 92.9 (0.13) 7.3 (0.14) 6.9 (0.14)
Medicaid/other public . . ... ............. 100.0 75.8 (0.59) 25.1 (0.57) 24.1 (0.56)
Othercoverage . ... .................. 100.0 69.2 (1.42) 31.6 (1.39) 30.7 (1.35)
Uninsured . . ....................... 100.0 91.4 (0.27) 9.0 (0.29) 8.5 (0.28)
65 years and over'®:
Private . ....... ... ... ... . . .. 100.0 63.9 (0.66) 36.8 (0.67) 35.8 (0.67)
Medicaid and Medicare . . ............... 100.0 27.6 (1.90) 72.8 (1.87) 71.8 (1.94)
Medicareonly . .. .................... 100.0 60.3 (1.14) 40.5 (1.14) 39.4 (1.14)
Othercoverage . ... .................. 100.0 50.1 (2.68) 50.8 (2.59) 50.0 (2.59)
Uninsured . . ....................... 100.0 81.5 (3.48) 19.9 (3.90) 19.4 (3.85)
Place of residence
Large MSA™ . . ... 100.0 88.7 (0.20) 11.7 (0.21) 11.1 (0.20)
Small MSA™ . . .. 100.0 86.4 (0.32) 14.0 (0.32) 13.4 (0.32)
Notin MSA™ . . . .. .. ... 100.0 84.1 (0.44) 16.4 (0.46) 15.8 (0.44)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status,
by selected characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic Total in any way limitations conditions?
Region Percent distribution® (standard error)
Northeast . . .. .........iiueoo... 100.0 86.8 (0.34) 13.7 (0.31) 13.0 (0.31)
Midwest . . ... ... . . 100.0 87.1 (0.36) 13.3 (0.39) 12.7 (0.38)
South . ... ... .. 100.0 86.6 (0.29) 13.9 (0.30) 13.3 (0.29)
West .. ... 100.0 87.9 (0.33) 12.6 (0.35) 12.0 (0.35)
Sex and age
Male:
Under 12 Years . ... .................. 100.0 92.4 (0.30) 8.0 (0.30) 7.4 (0.28)
12-17years . . ... . ... .. 100.0 89.6 (0.52) 10.7 (0.52) 10.2 (0.52)
1844 YEarS . . oo oo 100.0 93.2 (0.20) 7.1 (0.20) 6.6 (0.19)
45-64years . . ... 100.0 83.3 (0.44) 17.1 (0.44) 16.6 (0.44)
65yearsandover . ................... 100.0 64.3 (0.78) 36.5 (0.78) 35.5 (0.77)
Female:
Under 12 Years . ... ............ooun.. 100.0 95.9 (0.24) 4.3 (0.23) 4.0 (0.28)
12-17years .. ...... ... ... 100.0 93.7 (0.39) 6.5 (0.42) 6.3 (0.41)
1844 YEarS . . o oo oo 100.0 92.3 (0.21) 8.0 (0.21) 7.4 (0.20)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 81.8 (0.42) 18.7 (0.42) 18.0 (0.41)
65 years and OVer . ... ................ 100.0 58.6 (0.72) 422 (0.74) 411 (0.73)
Race/ethnicity, sex, and age
White non-Hispanic male:
Underi12years . ..................... 100.0 91.9 (0.41) 8.4 (0.43) 7.9 (0.40)
12-17years . ... ... 100.0 88.6 (0.68) 11.8 (0.68) 11.3 (0.67)
18-44wyears .. .......... . ... ... 100.0 93.3 (0.25) 7.0 (0.24) 6.5 (0.23)
45-B4 years . .. ... 100.0 83.9 (0.52) 16.4 (0.53) 16.0 (0.53)
65yearsand Over . .. ................. 100.0 64.4 (0.86) 36.3 (0.87) 35.4 (0.86)
White non-Hispanic female:
Under12years . ..................... 100.0 95.8 (0.32) 4.5 (0.31) 4.2 (0.31)
12-17years . .. ... ... 100.0 93.4 (0.52) 6.9 (0.57) 6.6 (0.55)
18—44wyears .. .......... . ... ... ... 100.0 91.9 (0.27) 8.4 (0.26) 7.9 (0.25)
45-B4years . . ... 100.0 82.7 (0.48) 17.8 (0.49) 17.1 (0.47)
65yearsand over . .. ......... ... ..., 100.0 59.5 (0.80) 41.3 (0.83) 40.2 (0.82)
Black non-Hispanic male:
Under12years . ..................... 100.0 90.9 (0.73) 9.4 (0.76) 8.9 (0.73)
12-17years . ... ... . 100.0 90.1 (1.30) 10.5 (1.32) 9.8 (1.29)
18-44vyears .. .......... ... ... ... 100.0 90.6 (0.68) 9.8 (0.67) 9.3 (0.67)
45-64years . . ... 100.0 76.0 (1.41) 24.7 (1.42) 24.0 (1.39)
65yearsandover . ................... 100.0 60.5 (2.38) 40.3 (2.38) 38.7 (2.41)
Black non-Hispanic female:
Underi12years . ... .................. 100.0 95.1 (0.65) 5.0 (0.68) 4.8 (0.68)
12-17years . ... ... ... 100.0 93.1 (0.92) 7.0 (0.93) 7.0 (0.93)
1844 YEArS . o o o oo 100.0 91.6 (0.50) 8.9 (0.51) 8.1 (0.49)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 73.5 (1.33) 27.1 (1.34) 26.5 (1.35)
65yearsand over . .. .......... .. ..., 100.0 48.8 (2.06) 52.1 (1.91) 50.8 (1.94)
Hispanic male:
Underi12years . ... .................. 100.0 94.4 (0.50) 5.9 (0.54) 5.6 (0.52)
12-17years . .. ... .. .. 100.0 92.6 (0.85) 7.7 (0.86) 7.1 (0.81)
1844 YEAIS . o o v oo 100.0 94.5 (0.40) 5.8 (0.42) 5.4 (0.40)
45-B4years . . ... 100.0 83.6 (1.09) 16.8 (1.02) 16.2 (0.99)
65yearsand over . ............ .. ..., 100.0 60.4 (2.43) 40.2 (2.54) 38.9 (2.50)
Hispanic female:
Underi12years ... ................... 100.0 96.7 (0.38) 3.4 (0.36) 3.1 (0.37)
12-17years . .. ... ... 100.0 95.4 (0.66) 4.7 (0.65) 4.5 (0.65)
1844 YEAIS . o o oo i 100.0 94.2 (0.41) 6.0 (0.41) 5.5 (0.41)
45-B4years . .. ... 100.0 81.7 (1.10) 18.6 (1.13) 18.2 (1.11)
65yearsand over . . ............. ..., 100.0 57.1 (2.37) 43.5 (2.47) 43.1 (2.50)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. Percent distributions (with standard errors) of activity limitation status and, for those with limitations, of chronic condition status,
by selected characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.

Activity limitation status’

Limited due to

1 or more
Not limited Total with chronic
Selected characteristic Total in any way limitations conditions?
Race/ethnicity and poverty status Percent distribution® (standard error)
White non-Hispanic:
Poor . . .. 100.0 72.9 (0.96) 27.8 (0.97) 26.8 (0.96)
Near poor 100.0 78.3 (0.54) 22.1 (0.55) 21.5 (0.54)
Not poor 100.0 89.8 (0.20) 10.5 (0.21) 10.0 (0.20)
Black non-Hispanic:
POOT © o o et e 100.0 78.7 (0.94) 21.9 (1.04) 21.2 (1.02)
Nearpoor . ........................ 100.0 82.8 (0.86) 17.7 (0.88) 17.1 (0.88)
Notpoor . ...... ... . ... ... 100.0 91.6 (0.51) 8.6 (0.52) 8.1 (0.46)
Hispanic:
Poor . . ... . . . 100.0 87.6 (0.67) 12.8 (0.69) 12.3 (0.68)
Nearpoor . ........................ 100.0 91.1 (0.53) 9.1 (0.51) 8.6 (0.49)
NOt POOF . o v v oo 100.0 93.0 (0.46) 7.2 (0.47) 6.8 (0.47)

"Data in this table are derived from a number of questions in the survey that ask whether respondents have an activity limitation, what condition(s) or health problem(s) cause the limitation, and how
long they have had the condition(s). Conditions lasting over 3 months are considered chronic, with the exception of particular conditions (e.g., arthritis, diabetes, cancer, heart conditions, etc.) that are
considered chronic regardless of their duration. Pregnancy is not considered to be chronic.

2persons “limited with one or more chronic conditions” are a subset of the “total with limitations.”

3Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents. Additionally, percents may not add to 100% because of rounding.

4“Other non-Hispanic” includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons
of