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Highlights *

· The older population (65+) numbered 36.3 million in 2004, an increase of 3.1 million or 9.3%
since 1994.

· The number of Americans aged 45-64 – who will reach 65 over the next two decades – increased

by 39% during this decade.
· About one in every eight, or 12.4 percent, of the population is an older American.

· Persons reaching age 65 have an average life expectancy of an additional 18.5 years (19.8 years

for females and 16.8 years for males).
· Older women outnumber older men at 21.1 million older women to 15.2 million older men.

· In 2004, 18.1% of persons 65+ were minorities--8.2% were African-Americans.**  Persons of

Hispanic origin (who may be of any race) represented 6.0% of the older population.  About 2.9%

of the elderly were Asian or Pacific Islander,** and less than 1% were American Indian or Native
Alaskan.**  In addition, 0.6% of persons 65+ identified themselves as being of two or more

races.**

· Older men were much more likely to be married than older women--72% of men vs. 42% of
women (Figure 2).  Almost half of all older women in 2004 were widows (43%).

· About 31 percent (10.7 million) of noninstitutionalized older persons live alone (7.9 million

women, 2.8 million men).

· Half of older women age 75+ live alone.
· About 415,000 grandparents aged 65 or more had the primary responsibility for their

grandchildren who lived with them.

· The population 65 and over will increase from 35 million in 2000 to 40 million in 2010 (a 15%
increase) and then to 55 million in 2020 (a 36% increase for that decade).

· The 85+ population is projected to increase from 4.2 million in 2000 to 6.1 million in 2010 (a

40% increase) and then to 7.3 million in 2020 (a 44% increase for that decade).
· Members of minority groups are projected to increase from 5.7 million in 2000 (16.4% of the

elderly population) to 8.1 million in 2010 (20.1% of the elderly) and then to 12.9 million in 2020

(23.6% of the elderly).

· The median income of older persons in 2004 was $21,102 for males and $12,080 for females.
Median money income of all households headed by older people (after adjusting for inflation)

rose by 0.3% from 2003 to 2004.  Family households headed by older people reported a median

income in 2004 of $35,825.
· Major sources of income for older people were:  Social Security (reported by 90 percent of older

persons), income from assets (reported by 56 percent), private pensions (reported by 30 percent),

government employee pensions (reported by 14 percent), and earnings (reported by 23 percent).

· For one-third of Americans over 65, Social Security benefits constitute 90% of their income.
· About 3.6 million elderly persons (9.8%) were below the poverty level in 2004 which was a

statistically significant decrease from the rate of 10.2% in 2003.

· About 11% (3.7 million) of older Medicare enrollees received personal care from a paid or unpaid
source in 1999.

*Principal sources of data for the Profile are the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the National Center on Health Statistics,
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Profile incorporates the latest data available but not all items are updated on

an annual basis.
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The Older Population

The older population--persons 65 years or older--numbered 36.3 million in 2004 (the most recent year
for which data are available). They represented 12.4% of the U.S. population, about one in every eight

Americans. The number of older Americans increased by 3.1 million or 9.3% since 1994, compared to an
increase of 13.3% for the under-65 population.  However, the number of Americans aged 45-64 – who

will reach 65 over the next two decades – increased by 39% during this period.

In 2004, there were 21.1 million older women and 15.2 million older men, or a sex ratio of 139 women
for every 100 men. The female to male sex ratio increases with age, ranging from 115 for the 65-69 age

group to a high of 222 for persons 85 and over.

Since 1900, the percentage of Americans 65+ has tripled (from 4.1% in 1900 to 12.4% in 2004), and the

number has increased almost twelve  times (from 3.1 million to 36.3 million).  The older population itself

is getting older. In 2004, the 65-74 age group (18.5 million) was over eight times larger than in 1900, but
the 75-84 group (13.0 million) was 17 times larger and the 85+ group (4.9 million) was 39.8 times larger.

In 2003, persons reaching age 65 had an average life expectancy of an additional 18.5 years (19.8 years

for females and 16.8 years for males).

A child born in 2003 could expect to live 77.6 years, about 30 years longer than a child born in 1900.

Much of this increase occurred because of reduced death rates for children and young adults.  However,
the period of 1980-2003 also has seen reduced death rates for the population aged 65-84, especially for

men – by 32.5% for men aged 65-74 and by 24.8% for men aged 75-84.  Life expectancy at age 65

increased by only 2.5 years between 1900 and 1960, but has increased by 4.2 years from 1960 to 2003.

Over 2.0 million persons celebrated their 65th birthday in 2004. In the same year, about 1.8 million

persons 65 or older died.  Census estimates showed an annual net increase of over 375,000 in the number

of persons 65 and over.

There were 64,658 persons aged 100 or more in 2004 (0.18% of the total population).  This is a 73%

increase from the 1990 figure of 37,306.

(Data for this section were compiled primarily from Internet releases of the U.S. Bureau of the Census

and the National Center for Health Statistics).

- 2-
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Future Growth

The older population will continue to grow significantly in the future (see Figure 1). This growth  slowed
somewhat during the 1990's because of the relatively small number of babies born during the Great

Depression of the 1930's. But the older population will burgeon between the years 2010 and 2030 when

the "baby boom" generation reaches age 65.

The population 65 and over will increase from 35 million in 2000 to 40 million in 2010 (a 15% increase)

and then to 55 million in 2020 (a 36% increase for that decade).  By 2030, there will be about 71.5 million

older persons, almost twice their number in 2004. People 65+ represented 12.4% of the population in the
year 2004 but are expected to grow to be 20% of the population by 2030.  The 85+ population is projected

to increase from 4.2 million in 2000 to 6.1 million in 2010 (40%) and then to 7.3 million in 2020 (44%

for that decade).

Minority populations are projected to increase from 5.7 million in 2000 (16.4% of the elderly population)

to 8.1 million in 2010 (20.1% of the elderly) and then to 12.9 million in 2020 (23.6% of the elderly).

Between 2004 and 2030, the white** population 65+ is projected to increase by 74% compared with
183% for older minorities, including Hispanics (254%), African-Americans** (147%), American Indians,

Eskimos, and Aleuts** (143%), and Asians and Pacific Islanders** (208%).

Figure 1: Number of Persons 65+, 
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(Sources: Projections of the Population by Age are taken from the January 2004 Census Internet

Release.  Historical data are taken from "65+ in the United States," Current Population Reports,

Special Studies, P23-190  Data for 2000 are from the 2000 Census and 2004 data are taken from the

Census estimates for 2004.)
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Marital Status

In 2004, older men were much more likely to be married than older women--72% of men, 42% of women
(Figure 2).  Almost half of all older women in 2004 were widows (43%). There were over four times as

many widows (8.2 million) as widowers (2.0 million).

Divorced and separated (including married/spouse absent) older persons represented only 10.6% of all
older persons in 2004.  However, this percentage has increased since 1980, when approximately 5.3% of

the older population were divorced or separated/spouse absent.

Figure 2: Marital Status of Persons 65+ - 2004
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Living Arrangements

Over half (54.7%) the older noninstitutionalized persons lived with their spouse in 2004. Approximately
10.7 million or 72.4% of older men, and 8.2 million or 41.6% of older women, lived with their spouse

(Figure 3). The proportion living with their spouse decreased with age, especially for women. Only 29.2%

of women 75+ years old lived with a spouse.

About 30.8% (10.7 million) of all noninstitutionalized older persons in 2004 lived alone (7.9 million

women, 2.8 million men). They represented 39.7 of older women and 18.8% of older men. The proportion

living alone increases with advanced age. Among women aged 75 and over, for example, half (49.9%)
lived alone.

About 671,000 grandparents aged 65 or over maintained households in which grandchildren were present
in 2004.  (Another 231,000 elderly were spouses of such people.)  In addition, 618,000 grandparents over

65 years lived in parent- maintained households in which their grandchildren were present.  A total of

about 1.53 million older people lived in household with a grandchild present in the house.  About 415,000

of these grandparents over 65 years old were the persons with primary responsibility for their
grandchildren who lived with them.

While a relatively small number (1.56 million) and percentage (4.5%) of the 65+ population lived in
nursing homes in 2000, the percentage increases dramatically with age, ranging from 1.1% for persons

65-74 years to 4.7% for persons 75-84 years and 18.2% for persons 85+.  In addition, approximately 5%

of the elderly lived in self-described senior housing of various types, many of which have supportive

services available to their residents.

Figure 3:  Living Arrangements of Persons 65+: 2004
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(Based on data from U.S. Bureau of the Census including the 2004 Current Population Survey and the

2003 American Community Survey.  See:  March 2004 Current Population Survey Internet releases,

Detailed Tables. and “The 65 Years and Over Population: 2000, Census 2000 Brief, October, 2001” as

well as other Census 2000 data and unpublished data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services.)
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Racial and Ethnic Composition

In 2004, 18.1% of persons 65+ were minorities--8.2% were African-Americans.**  Persons of Hispanic

origin (who may be of any race) represented 6.0% of the older population.  About 2.9 were Asian or

Pacific Islander,** and less than 1% were American Indian or Native Alaskan.** In addition, 0.6% of

persons 65+ identified themselves as being of two or more races.

Only 6.8% of minority race and Hispanic populations were 65+ in 2004 (8.3% of African-Americans,**

8.4% of Asians and Pacific Islanders,** 7.2% of American Indians and Native Alaskans,** 5.2% of
Hispanics), compared with 15.0% of whites.**

(Data for this section were compiled from Internet releases of the Census 2004 Estimates).

Geographic Distribution

The proportion of the older persons in the population varies considerably by state with some states

experiencing much greater growth in their older populations (Figures 4 and 5).  In 2004, about half (52%)

of persons 65+ lived in nine states. California had over 3.8 million; Florida 2.9 million; New York 2.5
million; Texas 2.2 million; and Pennsylvania 1.9 million.  Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, and New Jersey each

had well over 1 million (Figure 6).

Person 65+ constituted approximately 14% or more of the total population in 8 states in 2004 (Figure 6):

Florida (16.8%); West Virginia (15.3%); Pennsylvania (15.3%); North Dakota (14.7%); Iowa (14.7%);

Maine (14.4); South Dakota (14.2); and Rhode Island (13.9%).  In eight states, the 65+ population
increased by 20% or more between 1994 and 2004 (Figure 6): Nevada (58.1%); Alaska (47.9%); Arizona

(30.9%); New Mexico (26.4%); Colorado (22.2%); Delaware (22.2%); Utah (22.1%); and Idaho (20.9%).

The ten jurisdictions with the highest poverty rates for elderly over the period 2002-2004 were

Mississippi (17.2%); Arkansas (16.2%); Texas (15.0%); South Carolina (13.9%); the District of
Columbia (13.8%); New York (13.6%); Louisiana (13.1%); North Carolina (13.0%); Alabama (12.8%);

and New Mexico (12.4%).

Most persons 65+ lived in metropolitan areas in 2003 (77.4%). About 50% of older persons lived in the

suburbs, 27.2% lived in central cities, and 22.6% lived in nonmetropolitan areas.

The elderly are less likely to change residence than other age groups.  During the year 2004 only 4.4% of
older persons moved as opposed to 14.3% of the under 65 population.  Most older movers (53.7%) stayed

in the same county and 76.0% remained in the same state.  Only 24% (of the movers) moved to out-of-

state.  However, five year Census migration data from 1995-2000 show that the 85+ segment of the older
population had a higher rate of moving over time.  During that five year period, 32.3% of the 85+

population moved (as opposed to 22.8% of the overall 65+ population), 61.1% of them within the same

county.

(Data for this section and for Figure 4 were compiled primarily from the Census Population Estimates

for 2004 as well as other Internet releases of the U.S. Bureau of the Census including tables from the

March 2004 Current Population Survey and “Internal Migration of the Older Population:  1995 to

2000,” Census 2000 Special Report, CENSR-10, August 2003).

- 6 -
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Figure 4: Persons 65+ as a Percentage of Total Population  - 2004

Based on Census 2004 Population Estimates from the U.S. Bureau of the Census

- 7 -
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Figure 5:  Percentage Increase in Population 65+ -- 1994 to 2004

Based on Census 1994 and 2004 Population Estimates from the U.S. Bureau of the Census

- 8 -
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Figure 6: The 65+ Population by State - 2004

Numbers
Number of
Persons

Percent of All
Ages

Percent Increase from
1994 to 2004

Percent Below
Poverty 2002-2004

US Total (50 States + DC) 36,293,985 12.4% 9.3% 10.2%

Alabama 597,959 13.2% 8.5% 12.8%

Alaska 41,887 6.4% 47.9% 7.7%

Arizona 732,071 12.7% 30.9% 7.1%

Arkansas 381,106 13.8% 6.0% 16.2%

California 3,822,957 10.7% 12.7% 8.2%

Colorado 450,971 9.8% 22.2% 9.5%

Connecticut 473,693 13.5% 2.2% 6.4%

Delaware 108,961 13.1% 22.2% 5.7%

District of Columbia 67,171 12.1% -12.4% 13.8%

Florida 2,927,583 16.8% 13.1% 9.6%

Georgia 847,082 9.6% 19.6% 9.6%

Hawaii 172,008 13.6% 18.6% 9.3%

Idaho 158,695 11.4% 20.9% 5.2%

Illinois 1,520,629 12.0% 2.1% 8.7%

Indiana 772,010 12.4% 5.8% 7.6%

Iowa 433,139 14.7% -0.1% 8.8%

Kansas 354,579 13.0% 0.4% 9.2%

Kentucky 519,327 12.5% 7.4% 11.8%

Louisiana 527,644 11.7% 7.6% 13.1%

Maine 189,751 14.4% 10.6% 10.6%

Maryland 634,743 11.4% 13.0% 10.7%

Massachusetts 854,343 13.3% 0.1% 12.0%

Michigan 1,246,595 12.3% 5.0% 9.1%

Minnesota 615,179 12.1% 7.7% 8.5%

Mississippi 352,867 12.2% 6.7% 17.5%

Missouri 765,692 13.3% 3.4% 7.9%

Montana 126,549 13.7% 11.9% 10.2%

Nebraska 231,803 13.3% 1.6% 10.7%

Nevada 262,079 11.2% 58.1% 8.2%

New Hampshire 156,672 12.1% 15.7% 7.2%

New Jersey 1,126,141 12.9% 4.0% 9.4%

New Mexico 229,474 12.1% 26.4% 12.4%

New York 2,492,816 13.0% 3.6% 13.6%

North Carolina 1,032,249 12.1% 16.3% 13.0%

North Dakota 93,171 14.7% -0.1% 9.5%

Ohio 1,524,916 13.3% 2.8% 7.7%

Oklahoma 464,440 13.2% 5.4% 11.3%

Oregon 459,821 12.8% 9.1% 5.8%

Pennsylvania 1,896,503 15.3% -0.3% 8.4%

Rhode Island 150,587 13.9% -2.8% 10.6%

South Carolina 520,392 12.4% 19.5% 13.9%

South Dakota 109,493 14.2% 4.2% 11.4%

Tennessee 738,053 12.5% 13.0% 12.2%

Texas 2,216,610 9.9% 18.4% 15.0%

Utah 207,711 8.7% 22.1% 6.7%

Vermont 80,762 13.0% 15.6% 7.0%

Virginia 846,921 11.4% 17.0% 10.4%

Washington 703,145 11.3% 13.3% 8.8%

West Virginia 278,354 15.3% 0.7% 10.3%

Wisconsin 715,568 13.0% 5.4% 8.2%

Wyoming 61,113 12.1% 17.5% 7.5%

Population data is from Census Bureau Population Estimates.  Poverty data is from the 2002, 2003, and 2004 figures of

the Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

- 9 -
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Income
The median income of older persons in 2004 was $21,102 for males and $12,080 for females. Median
money income of all households headed by older people rose by 0.3% from 2003 to 2004; however, this

difference was not statistically significant.  Households containing families headed by persons 65+

reported a median income in 2004 of $35,825 ($37,375 for non-Hispanic Whites, $26,282 for African-
Americans, $40,120 for Asians, and $25,179 for Hispanics).  About one of every ten (9.9%) family

households with an elderly householder had incomes less than $15,000 and 51.5% had incomes of

$35,000 or more (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Percent Distribution by Income: 2004*

Family Households 65+ Householder
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Persons 65+ Reporting Income

21.3%

9.2%

7.9%

22.3%

10.2%

23.3%

5.8%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Under $5,000

$5,000 - $9,999

$10,000 - $14,999

$15,000 - $24,999

$25,000 - $34,999

$35,000 - $49,999

$50,000 and over
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For all older persons reporting income in 2004 (34.2 million), 28.1% reported less than $10,000. Only

27.3% reported $25,000 or more. The median income reported was $15,193.

The major sources of income as reported by older persons in 2003 were Social Security (reported by 90%

of older persons), income from assets (reported by 56%), private pensions (reported by 30%), government

employee pensions (reported by 14%), and earnings (reported by 23%).  In 2003, Social Security benefits
accounted for 39% of the aggregate income of the older population.  The bulk of the remainder consisted

of earnings (25%), asset income (14%), and pensions (19%).  For one third of older Americans, Social

Security constituted 90% or more of their income.

(Based on data from Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, "Income,

Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2004," P60-229, issued August, 2005, 

by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, related Census detailed tables on the Census Bureau web site, and

from Fast Facts and Figures About Social Security, 2005, Social Security Administration)

Poverty

About 3.6 million elderly persons (9.8%) were below the poverty level in 2004. This change in the

poverty rate was a statistically significant decrease from the poverty rate in 2003 of 10.2%.  The historic

lowest level of 9.7% was reached in 1999.  Another 2.3 million or 6.7% of the elderly were classified as

"near-poor" (income between the poverty level and 125% of this level).

One of every twelve (7.5%) elderly Whites** was poor in 2004, compared to 23.9% of elderly African-

Americans, 13.6% of Asians, and 18.7% of elderly Hispanics. Higher than average poverty rates were

found in 2003 for older persons were found among those who lived in central cities (13.1%), outside

metropolitan areas (i.e. rural areas) (11.0%), and in the South (11.9%).

Older women had a higher poverty rate (12.0%) than older men (7.0%) in 2004. Older persons living

alone were much more likely to be poor (17.9%) than were older persons living with families (5.7%).
The highest poverty rates (39.9%) were experienced by older Black women and also among Hispanic

women who lived alone.

(Based on data from Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, "Income,

Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2004," P60-229, issued August, 2005, 

by the U.S. Bureau of the Census and related Census detailed tables on the Census Bureau web site)

Housing

Of the 21.6 million households headed by older persons in 2003, 80% were owners and 20% were renters.

The median family income of older homeowners was $25,353. The median family income of older renters

was $13,540.  In 2003, 42% of older householders spent more than one-fourth of their income on housing

costs - 35% for owners and 76% for renters - .as compared to 41% of all householders.

For homes occupied by older householders in 2003, the median year of construction was 1965 (it was

1971 for all householders) and 5.2% had physical problems.  In 2003, the median value of homes owned
by older persons was $122,790 (with a median purchase price of $32,905) compared to a median home

value of $140,201 for all homeowners. About 72% of older homeowners in 2003 owned their homes free

and clear.
(Source:  "American Housing Survey for the United States in 2003, Current Housing Reports"

H150/03)

- 11 -
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Employment

In 2004, 5.0 million (14.4 %) Americans age 65 and over were in the labor force (working or actively

seeking work), including 2.8 million men (19.0%) and 2.2 million women (11.1%). They constituted

3.4% of the U.S. labor force. About 3.6% were unemployed.  Labor force participation of men 65+
decreased steadily from 2 of 3 in 1900 to 15.8% in 1985, and has stayed at 16%-18% since then. The

participation rate for women 65+ rose slightly from 1 of 12 in 1900 to 10.8% in 1956, fell to 7.3% in

1985, and has been around 8%-10% since 1988.

(Source:  Current Population Survey, labor force statistics.  See:  Bureau of Labor Statistics web-site:

http://www.bls.gov/cps/home.htm)

Education

The educational level of the older population is increasing. Between 1970 and 2004, the percentage who

had completed high school rose from 28% to 73%.  Almost 19% in 2004 had a bachelor's degree or more.

The percentage who had completed high school varied considerably by race and ethnic origin in 2004:

78% of Whites**, 65% of Asians and Pacific Islanders, 53% of African-Americans, and 38% of
Hispanics.  The increase in educational levels is also evident within these groups.  In 1970, only 30% of

older Whites and 9% of older African-Americans were high school graduates.

(Source:  Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2004 and related

tables on the Census Bureau web site)

Health and Health Care

In 2004, 36.7% of noninstitutionalized older persons assessed their heath as excellent or very good

(compared to 66.0% for persons aged 18-64). There was little difference between the sexes on this

measure, but African-Americans** (25.1%), older American Indians/Alaska Natives (28.2%) and older

Hispanics (28.6%) were less likely to rate their health as excellent or good than were older Whites**
(39.6%) or older Asians (34.6%).****  Most older persons have at least one chronic condition and many

have multiple conditions. Among the most frequently occurring conditions of elderly in 2002-2003 were:

hypertension (51%), diagnosed arthritis (48%), all types of heart disease (31%), any cancer (21%),
diabetes (16.0), and sinusitis (14%).

Almost 65% reported in 2004 that they received an influenza vaccination during the past 12 months and

57% reported that they had ever received a pneumococcal vaccination.  About 24% (of persons 60+)

report height/weight combinations that place them among the obese.  Over 27% of persons aged 65-74

and 16% of persons 75+ report that they engage in regular leisure-time physical activity.  Only 9%
reported that they are current smokers and only 4% reported excessive alcohol consumption.  Only 2.2%

reported that they had experienced psychological distress during the past 30 days.

In 2003, over 13.2 million persons aged 65 and older were discharged from short stay hospitals.  This is a

rate of 3,679 for every 10,000 persons aged 65+ which is more than three times the comparable rate for
persons of all ages (which was 1,195 per 10,000).  The average length of stay for persons aged 65+ was

5.8 days; the comparable rate for persons of all ages was 4.8 days. The average length of stay for older

people has decreased by 5 days since 1980. Older persons averaged more office visits with doctors in
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2003 – 5.9 for those aged 65-74 and 7.5 for persons over 75 while persons aged 45-65 averaged only 3.8

office visits during that year.  Almost 96% of older persons reported that they did have a usual place to go
for medical care and only 2.6% said that they failed to obtain needed medical care during the previous 12

months due to financial barriers.

In 2003, older consumers averaged $3,899 in out-of-pocket health care expenditures, an increase of 46%

since 1993. In contrast, the total population spent considerably less, averaging $2,574 in out-of-pocket

costs. Older Americans spent 12.5%of their total expenditures on health, more than twice the proportion
spent by all consumers (5.9%). Health costs incurred on average by older consumers in 2003 consisted of

$2,142 (55%) for insurance, $920 (24%) for drugs, $678 (17%) for medical services, and $158 (4%) for

medical supplies.

(Sources:  Advanced Data From Vital and Health Statistics and other data releases from the National

Center for Health Statistics web site including the Data Warehouse on Trends in Health and Aging;

and the Bureau of Labor Statistics web site)

Health Insurance Coverage

In 2004, almost all (96%) non-institutionalized persons 65+ were covered by Medicare.  Medicare

covers mostly acute care services and requires beneficiaries to pay part of the cost, leaving about half of
health spending to be covered by other sources.  About 61% had some type of private health insurance.

Over 7% had military-based health insurance and 9% of the non-institutionalized elderly were covered

by Medicaid.  Less than 1% did not have coverage of some kind.  Over 87% of non-institutionalized
Medicare beneficiaries in 2002 had some type of supplementary coverage.  However, among Medicare

beneficiaries residing in nursing homes, almost 58% were covered by Medicaid in 2001.

Figure 8:

Health Insurance Coverage of Persons 65+: 2004
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Note:  Figure 8 data is for the non-institutionalized elderly.  A person can be represented in more
than one category. (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2005 Annual Social

and Economic Supplement.  Based on Detailed Tables on Health Insurance Coverage, U.S. Bureau of

the Census web site.  Medicare beneficiary data is from the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey)
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Disability and Activity Limitations

In 1997, more than half of the older population (54.5%) reported having at least one disability of some

type (physical or nonphysical).  Some of these disabilities may be relatively minor but others cause

people to require assistance to meet important personal needs.  Over a third (37.7%) reported at least one
severe disability.  The percentages with disabilities increase sharply with age (Figure 8). Disability takes a

much heavier toll on the very old. Almost three-fourths (73.6%) of those aged 80+ report at least one

disability. Over half (57.6%) of those aged 80+ had one or more severe disabilities and 34.9% of the 80+

population reported needing assistance as a result of disability.  There is a strong relationship between
disability status and reported health status.  Among those 65+ with a severe disability, 68.0% reported

their health as fair or poor.  Among the 65+ persons who reported no disability, only 10.5% reported their

health as fair or poor.  Presence of a severe disability is also associated with lower income levels and
educational attainment.

In another study which focused on the ability to perform specific activities of daily living (ADLs),

over 27.3% of community-resident Medicare beneficiaries over age 65 in 1999 had difficulty in

performing one or more ADLs and an additional 13.0% reported difficulties with instrumental activities

of daily living (IADLs).  By contrast, 93.3% of institutionalized Medicare beneficiaries had difficulties
with one or more ADLs and 76.3% of them had difficulty with three or more ADLS.  [ADLs include

bathing, dressing, eating, and getting around the house. IADLs include preparing meals, shopping,

managing money, using the telephone, doing housework, and taking medication].  Limitations on
activities because of chronic conditions increase with age.  As shown in Figure 9 (from a more recent

survey), the rate of limitations on activities among persons 85 and older are much higher than those for

persons 65-74.

Figure 9:

Percent of Persons with Limitations in Activities of Daily 

Living by Age Group: 2003
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It should be noted that (except where noted) the figures above are taken from surveys of the
noninstitutionalized elderly.  Although nursing homes are being increasingly used for short-stay post-
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acute care, about 1.6 million elderly are in nursing homes (about half are age 85 and over). These

individuals often have high needs for care with their ADLs and/or have severe cognitive impairment, due
to Alzheimer's disease or other dementias.

(Sources:  Internet releases of the Census Bureau and the National Center on Health Statistics,

including the NCHS Data Warehouse on Trends in Health and Aging)

Caregiving

About 11% (3.7 million) of older Medicare enrollees received personal care from a paid or unpaid source

in 1999.  Almost all community resident older persons with chronic disabilities receive either informal

care (from family or friends) or formal care (from service provider agencies).  Over 90% of all these older

persons with chronic disabilities received informal care and/or formal care; and about two thirds received
only informal care.  About 9 % of this chronically disabled group received only formal services.

(Source: National Long Term Care Survey)

Special Topic:  Computer and Internet Access

Among the 23.0 million households where the householder was 65 or older, 8.0 million
households (34.7%) had a computer, slightly more than half the figure for the general population
(61.8%).  Internet access was present in 6.8 million (29.4%) of the elderly households which is
53.7% of the figure for the general population (54.7%).  On an individual basis, 13.8 million
(40.1%) of the older persons had home computer access and 11.8 million (34.4%) had home
Internet access, which is 58.4% of the figure for the general population.  As shown in Figure 10,
these figures represent a substantial increase in computer and internet access among older
persons in the four years from 2000 to 2003.  Of these people, 8.6 million (25.1% of the elderly)
used the Internet, mostly for email, information on and purchase of products and services, and
health information.

Figure 10:  Computer and Internet Access:  2000 and 2003
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(Sources:  Computer and Internet Use in the United States: 2003, Current Population Reports, P23-

208, Bureau of the Census, October, 2005 and related Detailed Tables; and Computer and Internet Use

in the United States: 2000, Current Population Reports, P23-207, Bureau of the Census, September,

2001)
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Notes:
*Principal sources of data for the Profile are the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the National Center on Health
Statistics, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Profile incorporates the latest data available but not all

items are updated on an annual basis.

**Excludes persons of Hispanic origin.

***Calculated on the basis of the official poverty definitions for the years 2002-2004

**** Census 2000 figure

***** 2002-2004 combined data

A Profile of Older Americans: 2005 was prepared by the Administration on Aging (AoA), U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services.  The annual Profile of Older Americans was originally

developed and researched by Donald G. Fowles, AoA. Saadia Greenberg, AoA, developed the 2005
edition.

AoA serves as an advocate for the elderly within the federal government and is working to encourage and
coordinate a responsive system of family and community based services throughout the nation. AoA

helps states develop comprehensive service systems which are administer by 56 State and Territorial

Units on Aging, 655 Area Agencies on Aging, 226 Native American and Hawaiian organizations, and
more than 29,000 local service providers.
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The following listing is intended to assist readers 

in understanding some of the acronyms used by 

delegates during individual implementation sessions 

at the 2005 WHCoA. 

AAHSA:	 American Association of Homes and 

Services for the Aging

AAAs:	 Area Agencies on Aging

AAA:	 American Automobile Association

AARP:	 Organization formerly known as 

American Association of  

Retired Persons

AA/PI:	 Asian American/Pacific Islander

AASHTO:	 American Association of State 

Highway and Transportation Officials

ACES:	 Association for Children for 

Enforcement of Support

ADA:	 Americans with Disabilities Act

ADEA:	 Age Discrimination in Employment Act

ADLs:	 Activities of Daily Living

ADRC:	 Aging Disability Resource Center

ADRD:	 Alzheimer’s Disease and  

Related Dementias

AFDC:	 Aid to Families with  

Dependent Children	

AHA:	 American Hospital Association

AHCA:	 American Health Care Association

AHRQ:	 Agency for Healthcare Research  

and Quality

AI/AN:	 American Indian and Alaska Native

AMA:	 American Medical Association

ALF:	 Assisted Living Facility

ALFAA:	 Assisted Living Facilities Association 

of America

AoA:	 Administration on Aging 

APDA:	 American Parkinson Disease 

Association Inc.

APS:	 Adult Protective Services

AT:	 Assistive Technology

BIA:	 Bureau of Indian Affairs

CAST: 	 Center for Aging Services Technologies

CBO:	 Congressional Budget Office	

CBOC: 	 Community Based Outpatient Clinic

CCRC:	 Continuing Care  

Retirement Communities

CDBG:	 Community Development  

Block Grants

CDC:	 Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention

CEUs:	 Continuing Education Units

CM:	 Certified Manager

CME:	 Continuing Medical Education

CMHSA:	 Community Mental Health  

Services Act

CMS:	 Centers for Medicare  

& Medicaid Services

CNA:	 Certified Nursing Assistant

CNCS:	 Corporation for National and 

Community Service

COBRA:	 Combined Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act

COLA:	 Cost of Living Adjustment

CPI:	 Consumer Price Index

CTAA:	 Community Transportation 

Association of America

DB:	 Defined Benefit

DC:	 Defined Contribution

DHS:	 U. S. Department of Homeland 

Security

DI:	 Disability Insurance

DME:	 Durable Medical Equipment

DNR:	 Do Not Resuscitate

DOL:	 U.S. Department of Labor
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DOT:	 U.S. Department of Transportation

DRC:	 Disability Rights Commission

DRC:	 Disaster Recovery Centers

DRGs:	 Diagnosis Related Groups

EDEA:	 Excellence in Distance  

Education Awards

EEOC:	 Equal Employment  

Opportunity Commission

EJA:	 Elder Justice Act

EMT:	 Emergency Medical Technician

EPA:	 Environmental Protection Agency

EOC:	 Emergency Operation Center

ERISA:	 Employee Retirement Insurance Act

FAST:	 Fiduciary Abuse Specialist Teams

FCoA:	 Federal Council on Aging

FEMA:	 Federal Emergency Management 

Administration

FGP:	 Foster Grandparent Program

FHA:	 Federal Housing Administration

FHWA:	 Federal Highway Administration

FICA:	 Federal Insurance Contributions Act 

FMAP:	 Federal Medical  

Assistance Percentages

FMLA:	 Family and Medical Leave Act

FQCC:	 Federally Qualified Community Clinic

FQMC:	 Federal Qualified Medical Centers

FSA:	 Flexible Spending Account

FTA:	 Federal Transit Administration

GECs:	 Geriatric Education Centers

GIS:	 Geographical Information Systems

GPO:	 Government Printing Office

GPO/WEP:	Government Pension Offset and 

Windfall Elimination Provision

GPS:	 Global Positioning System

GSL:	 Guaranteed Student Loan

HSA:	 Health Savings Account

HCBS:	 Home and Community Based Services

HCFA:	 Health Care Financing Administration, 

previous name of the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services

HDM:	 Home Delivery Meal Program 

HEDIS:	 Health Plan Employer Data and 

Information Set

HHS:	 U.S. Department of Health  

& Human Services

HICAP:	 Health Insurance Counseling and 

Advocacy Program

HIPAA:	 Health Insurance Portability & 

Accountability Act 

HIT:	 Health Information Technology

HIV:	 Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HMO:	 Health Maintenance Organization

HOOPS:	 Hospital Outpatient Payment System

HRSA:	 Health Resource  

Services Administration

HUD:	 U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development

IADL:	 Instrumental Activities of Daily Living

IHS:	 Indian Health Service

IOM:	 Institute of Medicine

IRA:	 Individual Retirement Account

IRS:	 Internal Revenue Service

IRDS:	 Issue Resolution Development Session

ISTEA:	 Intermodal Surface Transportation 

Efficiency Act

IT:	 Information Technology

ITN:	 Independent Transportation Network

JTPA:	 Job Training Partnership Act

LCAO:	 Leadership Council of  

Aging Organizations

LCD:	 Local Coverage Determination

LEP:	 Limited English Proficiency
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LIHEAP:	 Low-Income Heating and Energy 

Assistance Program

LPN:	 Licensed Practical Nurse

LTC:	 Long Term Care 

LTCI:	 Long Term Care Insurance

LTCO:    	 Long Term Care Ombudsman

MAC:	 Medical Administrative Contractor

MA/SA:	 Mental Health and Substance Abuse

MBS:	 Medicare Benefits Schedule

MR/DD: 	 Mental Retardation Developmental 

Disabilities

MFT:	 Marriage and Family Therapist

MSSP:	 Multipurpose Senior Service Program

MNT:	 Medical Nutrition Therapy

MOU:	 Memorandum of Understanding

MTMS:	 Medication Therapy  

Management Services

MUAS:	 Medically Underserved Areas

MMA:	 Medicare Prescription Drug, 

Improvement and Modernization Act 

(MMA)

NADONA/LTC:   

National Association Directors  

of Nursing Administration/Long  

Term Care

NAHASDA:	

	 Native American Housing Assistance 

& Self-Determination Act

NAHC:	 National Association of Home Care

NAMI:	 National Alliance for the Mentally Ill

NCD:	 National Coverage Determination

NCOA:	 National Council on Aging

NCSA:	 National Community Service Act

NEI:	 National Eye Institute

NFCSP:	 National Family Caregiver Support 

Program

NHANES:	 National Health and Nutrition 

Examination Survey

NIA:	 National Institute of Aging

NICOA:	 National Indian Council on Aging

NIH:	 National Institutes of Health

NIMH:	 National Institute of Mental Health

NISC:	 National Institutes of Senior Centers

NORC:	 Naturally Occurring  

Retirement Community

NSF:	 National Science Foundation

NSIP:	 Nutrition Services Incentive Program

NSSC:	 National Senior Service Corps

OAA: 	 Older Americans Act 

OASDI:	 Old Age, Survivors and Disability 

Insurance (Social Security)

OBRA:	 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act

OMB:	 Office of Management and Budget

ONCHIT:	 Office of the National Coordinator for 

Health Information Technology

OWL:	 Older Women’s League

PACE:	 Program of All-Inclusive Care for the 

Elderly (PACE)

PAS:	 Program Assistance Services

PASRR:	 Pre-Admission Screening and Resident 

Review

PMA:	 President’s Management Agenda

POA:	 Power of Attorney

POLST:	 Physician Orders for Life Sustaining 

Treatment

PPO:	 Preferred Provider Organization

PSAs:	 Planning and Service Areas

PSO:	 Provider Sponsored Organizations

OT:	 Occupational Therapy

PT:	 Physical Therapy

QIO:	 Quality Improvement Organization

QMB:	 Qualified Medicare Beneficiary
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RHIO:	 Regional Health  

Information Organization

RD:	 Registered Dietician

RN:	 Registered Nurse

ROTH IRA:    

Roth Individual Retirement Account

RSVP/SCP:	  

Retired Senior Volunteer Program/ 

Senior Companion Program

SAFTEA-LU:	  

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy 

for Users 

SAMHSA:	 Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration

SCORE:	 Service Corps of Retired Executives

SCP:	 Senior Companion Program	

SCSEP:	 Senior Community Service 

Employment Program (Title V, OAA)

SECTION 202:	

	 Supportive Housing for Seniors 

(federally funded structures)

SEE:	 Senior Environmental Employment 

Program (EPA)	

SEP:	 Simplified Employment Pension

SCHIP: 	 State Children’s Health Insurance 

Program 

SFMNP:	 Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 

Program

SHIPS:	 State Health Insurance Counseling 

and Assistance Programs

SIMPLE IRA:	

	 An Individual Retirement Account 

offered by small business employers 

under a Savings Incentive Match Plan 

for Employees 

SLIMB:	 Specified Low-Income Medicare 

Beneficiary

SMI:	 Supplemental Medicare Insurance

SNF:	 Skilled Nursing Facility

SBA:	 U.S. Small Business Administration

SOP:	 Standard Operating Procedure

SPOE:	 System Point of Entry

SPIA:	 Single Premium Immediate Annuity

SSA:	 Social Security Administration

SSBG:	 Social Services Block Grant

SSDI:	 Social Security Disability  

Insurance Program

SSI: 	 Supplemental Security Income 

Program

SUA:	 State Unit of Aging

Title III:	 Grants for State and  

Community Support Programs,  

Older Americans Act

Title VII:	 Vulnerable Elder Rights Protection 

Activities (OAA)

TRIAD:	 Partnership involving Sheriffs, Police 

Chiefs and AARP

TriCare: 	 Military Health Care System

UD:	 Universally Designed

USDA-NRCS:	  

U.S. States Department  

of Agriculture – Natural Resources 

Conservation Service

UT:	 Universally Designed Technology

VA:	 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

VAC:	 Volunteer Action Centers

VAWA: 	 Violence Against Women Act

WEP:	 Windfall Elimination Provision

WHCoA:	 White House Conference on Aging

WIA:	 Workforce Investment Act






