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AROUND THE REGIONS

EPA/VISTA Alaska Project:
A Novel Approach to Solid Waste Management

EPA and ACTION joined recently in an
nnovative, two-year pilot project that
focuses on solid waste management
issues in Native Alaska. The idea for
the project grew out of the Office of
Solid Waste's {06W) participation in a
meeting of the Rural Alaska Sanitation
Task Force, held in Washington, DC in
June, 1993, At the meeting, representa-
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tives of federal and state agencies
offered a variety of suggestions for
concented governmental approaches to
the broad scope of environmental
issues among the Native Alaskan
villages,

ACTHOM, like EFA, is no stranger to
Alaska, Currently] there are nearly 40
VISTA (volunteers In Service To
America) serving in the state, providing
a wide range of services to both Native
and mon-Native communities. “Environ-
mental VISTAS® were a8 new concept for
ACTION and a challenge the agency
readily accepted,

In developing the project, several
factors were key to ensuring its
success, First, project objectives had o
be reasonable and achlevable. No one
project could possibly address all the
villagers' ervironmental concerms.
“small steps, large victories® became
the project’s anthem. Secondly
COMMUNIty acceptance of and partici-
pation in the project was vital: without

It, the project could easily-and prob-
ably would-fail. And finally project
activities had to be sustainables i.e.,
they would continue after the project
was aver. Few can argue that there are
an abundance of “federal monuments®
in the Mathve villages: programs that
falled and buildings that fell to disuse
or disrepair once federal dollars and
attention ceased,

The project workplan developed by EPA
indudes actvites that culminate in 2
village-wide, comprehensive solid
Wwase management plan. Thess
activities include assessing village
waste streams, developing waste
reduction and recycling programs,
explaring and inidating, where pos-
sible, altermative waste dispaosal
rmethods, and promating environmen-
@&l education. The workplan also
inclades several water-relaced activi-
ties, designed to engage the comimu-
nity in discusslons on setting priorites
for addressing water issues. The
workplan is envisioned as a dynamic m
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EPA/VISTA Alashka
Project: A Novel Approach
to Solid Waste Management

document; one that can be-and is
expected to be-revised as the project
proceeds.

Project leaders from both ERA and
ACTION recognized early on the need
to assemble a SUpport team to assist
the volunteers in their work. Staff from
EFA Headguarters, EPA's Alaska Opera-
tions Office in Anchorage, ACTION in
Seatrle and various departments within
the Alaska Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation are available to
provide a wide variety of assistance
{e.g., resource materials and technical
assistance) to the voluntesrs on an as-
reguested/needed basis.

But, perhaps, the most impartant
members of the suppaort team are the
three regional non-profit corperations
that act as “host” to the woluneers.
These corporations are among the 5 in
the stare that provide a variegy of
services to the villages under their
“umnbrelks®, Currenthy VISTA, are suppored
by Kawerak (Home), the Association of
Village Council Presidents (Bethel) and
Chugachmuit (Anchorage). To the VISTA,
the corporations are their link to the
villages — an important link no one else
could provide,

The VISTA were recryited nationally
and locally by ACTION, with final
salections made by EPA. Knowledge of
EPA programs and a college degree
were not required, What was required
was a commitment to the enviran-
ment and o the communities theyr
would serve, 3 willingness to work and
live in often cold, remote areas, the
abilioy to live “simply™ (volunteers
receive a $750 monthily stipend for

houising, food and personal expenses)
and . . a sense of humar! Chosen were
Mardell Gunn {an ex-Peace Corps
Californian), Christine Moran (who
recently received a Mastars In Matural
Resource Boonomics from Colorado
State University), Amelie Redman
ipreviously irvolved with recycling
programs in Oregon) and George Seal
{a Yupik Eskimo from Bethel.

Afeer their selection, the volunteers
received VISTA orientation in Seattle
and then travelled to Anchorage for an
extensive, week-long EPA training
prograrm. EPAVHO and Region 4, 6 and
10 staff presented the training stane
agency staff also participated. And
then...off to their respectve duty
stations, armed wich boxloads of
respurce materials, office supplies and
a fair amount of trepidation.

Since their arrival in Novemiber, the
volunteers have been busy acclimating
themselves o their new sumroundings
and the corporation staff they will be
working with over the course of the
mExt year. They have discussed the
wiorkplan with staff and suggested
revisions to it based on these discus-
sions. Visits have been made to

villages. Several have taken an “Arctic
survival® course to prepare them for
the extreme weather conditions they
most certainky will face. One has
already instituted a series of radio
spots about solid waste that is broad-
cast by sarellice across the polar north.
‘es, EPA and VISTA are in Alaskal

The volunteers are only a fax or phone
call away from the project co-leaders at
EPS hieadquarters and ACTION. In addi-
tion, each voluntéer submits monthiy
reponts and participatas in monthly
ponference calls with the project oo-
leaders, The conference calls provide the
entre team with an up-to-date assess-
mment, of the project and an opportunity
to get ideas for resolving problems they
might be having.

Undoubredly the distances among the
team members are great. We at EPA
fizel far removed from the Alaska
voluntesrs. BUt as ane wolunteer
remarked recently, “You are always
with us In spirit”, And indeed we are...

(For more information, Concact project
co-leaders judi Kane (708-30B-8644) and
Lilian Bagus (202-260-4058) ar EPA
headaquarters and Billy Caldwell (206-553-
1558) at ACTION in Seatte) =

22 Tllegal Dump Sites Get Dumped
Hamilton and Crew Post “No Dumping Signs”

legal dump sites are rapidly becoming a sight of the past on the Omaha Indian
Reservation thanks to the efforts of Jim Hamilton and his crew:

Jerry Henscheid, Omaha Tribal Planner, and Jim had identified 22 llegal dumpsites

when the work began in early October,

“We have currently finished 12 of the major sites and will have the remaining
smaller sives done by the spring of 1994," said Jim.

Thurston County Roads Department s cooperating in the clean up effort by
donating “No Dumping Signs® which are being posted at the cleaned up sites. The
3'x5" signs were painted by Jim and his crew and posted at each site. w
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22 Nlegal Dump Sites Get
Dumped: Hamilton and
Crew Post "No Dumping
Signs"

“We have had some vandalism of these
signs and some fllegal dumping is still
DoOUrTing,” said Jim. “Amyone caught
dumping at the cleaned up sites will be
prosecuted. We are serious about
keeping these sites clean™

Before: An llegal dumpsite thres miles west of Macy
close to the Tribal farm.

Tribal residents are allowed to dump
until April 1, #9594, ar the Omaha Tribal
dump site. This site will close on April 1
and must be property coverad by October of 1994 acoord-
ing to Jerry Henscheid.

“We are in the process of putting together a solid waste
management study to develop a plan for waste manage-
ment on the reservation,” said Tom Rice.

This project is being financed by $25,000 worth of profits
from CasinOmaha according to Henschaid,

The ASCS of Walthill also helped by contributing $350
worth of switch and brormegrass to be planted at the sites
for erasion and wildlife cover.

[Reprintad from Ormaha Signals, Fage 5, December 1993 b ol L
Edition, with permission of Carl Hardy, Editor.] m ] Urnpsite rLji-m Hamila] ]

INSIDE OSW

Meet Our New

Office Director:
Mike Shapiro

Before joining O5W, Mike Shapiro most recently served as Deputy Assistant
Administrator and then as Acting Assistant Administrator in EPA's Office of Alr and
Radiation, where he directed the implementation of the Clean Air Act Amend-
ments of 1990. From 980 to 1989, Mike held a variety of positions in the Office of
Pesticides and Toxie Substances, where one of his responsibilities was developing
EPA"s Toxic Release Inventory,

Mike has a B5. degree in mechanical engineering fram Lehigh and a Fh. in
emvironmental engineering from Harvard, He has @ught in the public policy
program at the john F Kennedy School of Government in Boston. &

q
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WHaT WERE TuE Top
THREE SUBJECT AREAS

INQUIRING MINDs

wanNTED To Know Apout?

Number Three %Wﬁs Hazardous Waste Identification
WITH 24,860 REQUESTS. - gpmams =

-

e e E
Number Two @WASGHHHIRCRA ~E

WITH 25,851 REQUESTS. —gppiaisB = AND THE
o0 e
Number One @SUBJECT AREA IN 1993 was:
(DRUMROLL) % Solid Waste Recycling
WITH AN AMAZING 107,500 REQUESTS! —spoiafSE =
oo e

AND WHO WERE THOSE INQUIRING MINDS %?
7.3% caME FrRoM THE Regulated Commumity, 15.1% :

weRE Citizens, AND 65.1% WERE EMPLOYEES OF Local
and State Government.

AND WHAT TYPES OF INQUIRIES DID THEY MAKE?

8L 2

1,809 FOlAs 103,839 Holline 72,699 RIC
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House hcﬂd
Hazardous

Waste

o9 ®
Toxic Trash?

Mozt of us have products around that
We use to clean, repair, or improve our
hmes. Such produces may inchude
certain paints, cheaners, stains and
varnishes, batteries, motor ofl, and
pesticides. The used or leftover partion
of these products are often referred to
&5 “household hazardous waste™ (HHW
and may pase a danger if improperly
used, stored, or disposed,

LUnder fedaral law, we do mot have to
treat the hazardouws portion of our
household trash any differently than
the rest of the trash. Household waste
is exempt from federal regulation as a
hazardous waste. Some landfills and
incnerator operators, however, have
special requirements for certain
materials. Check with your local landfill
or ncinerator operatar @ leam about
any restrictions they may have,

The best way 1o reduce HHW I8 to use
A less hazardous product to do the
desired job. For example, using less
toxic batteries or avoiding the use of
batteries altogether can reduce the
armount of HHW in your trash can.
Some hazardous products (motor ol,
for exarmple) simply can not be
avpided, For these products, buy and
use only the amount of product
needed. Lefoover marerials can be
sharad with nelghbars or donated o a

R, -

program. For example, exoess pesti-
cides might be offered to a greenhouse
OF garden center. Some communities
have organized waste exchanges to
SWaEp or g@ive away usable household
products.

Recycling Is another option for handling
some types of HHW Automobile
batteries, used oil, antifreeze, house-
hold batteries, latex paint, and fores-
cent bulbs are examples of HHW that
can be recycled, The Porable Re-
chargeable Battery Association has
‘offered to accept all household nickel
cadmium and small lead ackl batteries
fiar recycling; these batteries are
collected through municipal programs.
Salvage businesses, auto parts stores
and service stations often accept
automobile lead acid batwaries and
used oll for recycling. Hundreds of local
governiments working with civic
organizations and privace firms have
implemented successful used ofl
recycling programis.

It is important to remember that HHW
I5 potentially toxic; HHW must always
e carefully used, stored, and disposed,
Always read and follow label instruc-
tons for use, storage, and disposal.
Eeep products in thelr orginal contain-
ers and never remove the labels,

Containers that are weakened or
corroding, however, should be wrapped
or repackaged and labeled as to the
contents. Mever mix leftover HHW with
other products. Incompatible chemicals
may react, ignite, or explode; contami-
nated HHW may be made unrecyclable.
if available, take HHW to a household
hazardous waste collection program.

Meirlrer Fha 48EAc mmarer o e oo

household hazardous waste. On
collection days, qualified professionals
collect hazardous wastes at a central
location to ensure safe waste dispasal.
Owver 3,000 collection programs hawve
been undertaken in the Unied States,
Check with the local chamber of
COMmMErce, county or state emviron-
memntal or solid waste agency to see if
there is a household hazardous waste
collection program in your area,

For mare information call the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act Hotline,
(800} 424-9346. =

INFORMATION SOURCES

Three Videos
Available on
MS\W

Down in the Dumps: America’s
Garbage Crisls shows viewers what
types of items are commonly thrown
away, where they go, and options for
future management of these materials,
This documentary was produced by
Maryland Public Television with funding
from ER8. Toples covered include
landfll siting and closing, combustion,
and recycling. Additional subjects
range from the history of solid waste
management in the United States to
garbage museums. The documentary
has been licensed for airing by over 100
public television stations across the
country. It is also available on video-
cassette for $19.95 (plus 54 for shipping
and handling by calling E00-858-8478
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neeged, LErIOVET MANenals can be hazardous waste collection program. cassette for $19.95 (plus 54 for shipping
shared with nelghbars or donated o a i -B58-
charity or busin During the 19505, many communities &nd ha.l'ld'llnE‘J by calling 800 8578
oy £s5 Or taken to a started special collect] or writing FP Videos, 4415 Sanjuaro Trail,
household hazardous waste collection pe on days or Indianapolis, IN 46268,
permanent collection sites for handling Pe '
5
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Three Videos Available on  requirements of Subtitle 0. Options composting and services as a valuable
MSsWwW explared include privatizing a landfill, educational tool on how to develop a

i fanal facility, or going it compasting facilicy appropriate to a
Deadline on D: A Landfill Update 0ing to a reg
informs local ﬂecishnTnake;:ﬁ about glone, To crder copies of the video for rnuni-:inglmr‘s needs, what technolo-
successful strategies for rmeeting the £15.95 plus shipping and handling, gies are available for mized MW
new subtitle D landfill regulations. This contEct ICMA at BO0-#5-BPE0. For more Facilities, and how composting com-
video was produced by the Interna- information, contact June Beictsl of ICMA. pares with other waste management
tional City/County Management at 202-962-3615. options. & puidebook also is avallable
Association (CMA) and funded by EPA.  Municipdl Solid Waste Composting: s~ ™° “'::gp‘:i'ge "'“_j;'t‘l;xl: _‘::g‘;ﬁ
It provides a conclse 25-minute cver- It Right for Your Community? intro- c‘“"”'m& |a menf;”ﬁ m'ﬂm o
view of the Subtitle D regulations. Shot  duces municipal solid waste (MSW)} F':" oraering iormation, contact i
on location in Arizona, Texas, and composting to interested communities.  MinANesota Extension Service Distribu-
Virginia, the video shows how two treated by the Minnesota Extension tion Center at 62-625-5173. |
countles and one small city already service, the 22-minute video s a
have met the rechnical and financkal detalled averview of mixed MSW
UPCOMINGEVENTS

1994 International Hazardous Materials
Spills Conference

Buffalo, Mew York is hosting the 1994 The conference offers the opporiunity  and the New York S{ate Emergency
International Hazardous Material Spills  for groups with common, as well a3 Response Commission.

Conference from October 31 - Novem- disparats, concerms to exchange and
ber 3, 1994, The Hyatt Regency Hotel develop |deas. in addition, state-of-
and the Convention Center in Buffalo i the-art training on various aspects of
the site for this bi-annual conference.  pooorgaus materials safety will be
Communities, 5tate and local govermn-
ments, industry; and international
guests will have the opportunity to 410 atend
learn more about how to prevent, through thelr participation in both the aEE_ o _
prepare for, and respond to hazardous large presentations and small group Registration materials will be available

materials accidents. discussions scheduled to take place i the near future, To ensure that you

years since the Bophal are on the mailing list, contact Angela
In the 10 : s SEE . ph Considerable resources and energy are ... 03 443.9824. 1f you have
tragedy, significant strides have been - ) arsure the il - I you
made in hazardous materials safene D8 Comimitied to overal  questions regarding the conference,

If your work, requires your knowiledge
of hagardous materials safery, this is
one conference you won't want to
miss! Firefighters, government officials,
plant or ransportation managers and
other interested parties are enoour-

provlded throughout the conference.
Conference attendess can influence
future directions of these Esues

These positive changes resulted from  S1CCcRsS of the meeting. The confer- contact Sarah Bauer (202) 260-8247. W
proactive partnerships formed by al ence sponsors include The National
private, public and intemational Manufacturers Association and the
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INE VESTed INTETESE graups i me
privace, public and intemational
arenas. The theme for this year's
conference is Partnerships for Hazard-

Manufacourers Association and the
American nstituce of Chemical Engi-
neers, in cooperation with the Cana-

dian chemical Producers Associatian

ous Materials Safecy

6
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The scheduled ¥%4 emvironmental
conference is off o an exciting start.
The conference will address multi-
media issues throughout indian coun-
tri¢ All indications are that € will be
even betier than the 1992 conference.
Currently, there are 27 1-1/2 hour ses-
sions planned around tribally-submit-
ted topics. Many of the sesslons have
tribal moniters and participants. An
emvironmental vendor exhibit is also

{ Planned. iF youw would lke more infor-
mation regarding the conference,
please call Ed Almond, Director, Tribal
Ervironmenital Office, Cherodkee, Morth
Caroling on {-800-45(-2754.

Badlands
The highest court in South Dakota denled the
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Compensation for Native Americans

The Department of Health and Human Services ([DHHS),
announced December 29, 1693 (58 Fed. Reg. 45106 (19531}
the availability of funding for mitlgadng ervironmental
Impacts o Indian lands due 1o Deparmment of Defense
acovitles. indlan lands is defined as all lands of American
Indian tribes and Alaska Mathve Vilages.

Recognizing that certain health and safety activities may
have caused emAronmental hazards on Indian lands and
negatively impacted the social and economic welfare of
the Marlve Americans that live on the land, Congress took
steps 00 asslst Mative Americans in planning, developing
and implementng programs designed to mitigate these
Impacts.

The clasing date for submession of applications ks August
28, 1994,

For mare information, please contact Sharon MoCully at
(203 690-5780 or Rita LeBeau, (202) §90-5700,
Administration for Mative Americans, DHHS,

appeals of two men convicted of illegaily durmping
medical waste, sending them o prison and ordering
them oo pay 520,000 In restitution. South Dakota
officlals found o dumps filed with scalpels,
syrimges, blood products, rubber gloves, needles and
rabes. The Rosebud Siowx had requested an Imeesti-
gation following remors about body parts dumped
on Indian lands, The dumps were found to be on
non-indian lands, but Telford Toffelmire and Willard
Hurst were senfenced oo four and two years in
prison, respectively; for theft by deception, con-
spiracy; and lllegal dumping. They had buried 38
trallers full of the waste and pocketed 530000 from
generalors in Minneapolis and Dernver,

[‘Badlands® was reprinted from Medical Waste News,
Yol 5. No. 35, Dec. 4. 1993 with nermission of
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Era's Office of General Counsel and
the Bureaw of Indian Affalrs con-
firmed that Indlan grantees can use
638 funds, Indian Seif Determination
Education Assistance Act (PLY3G3E as
amended), a5 a match for gl ERA
Granes. This s meant to clarify an
earllier misunderstanding that these
funds could anly be used to meatch
the multi-media grants.
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funds could only b2 used to match
the multi-media grants.

["Badlands" was reprinted from Medlcal Waste News,
Wol. §, Mo, 25, Dec. 4, 1993, with permission of
Business Pubdishers, Inc, %51 Pershing Deive, Silver
Spring, MD 20940.]

MATIVE AMERICAN NETWORK

Native American Network is published by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Solid Waste.
Editor: judi Kane (703-308-8544); Asslstant to the Editor: Anita Nickens (703-308-7049).

The views expressed in Native American Network are thase of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect or
represent EPA policy The intent of Native American Network is to provide a diverse array of Information for those
interested in environmental Issues In Indian country, and to provide a forum for information exchange among tribal
governments, EPA, other federal agencies, and state and local governments.

U.S. Environmental Proteciion Agendy
Office of Solild Waste [(5308)

401 M Streat. W

Washington, DC 20460

Official Business
FPenalty for Private Lise $300
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