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The mission of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Economic Research Service (ERS) is to provide public and
private decisionmakers with economic and related social sci-
ence information and analysis that helps them achieve five
key goals:
• a globally competitive agricultural production system

• a safe and secure food production system

• a healthy and well-nourished public

• harmony between agriculture and the environment

• enhanced economic opportunity and quality of life for 
rural Americans

The ultimate beneficiaries of ERS programs are the American
people, whose well-being is improved by informed public and
private decisionmaking.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sex-
ual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Agricultural
Outlook
Forum
2003
Arlington, Virginia
February 20-21, 2003

Mark your calendar
USDA's 79th

Agricultural Outlook Forum

Watch for details at www.usda.gov/oce/waob/agforum.htm

To receive program updates by email

send requests to agforum@oce.usda.gov

An open market for issues and ideas

http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/agforum.htm
http://www.ers.usda.gov
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America’s Older Population
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Older Americans Need To Make
Every Calorie Count
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Food Spending and the Elderly
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Food Security Rates Are High
for Elderly Households
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Food Stamp Participation
by Eligible Older 
Americans Remains Low
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Older Adults at Risk
of Complications From
Microbial Foodborne Illness
$!��������!��
�	��!����	"��!�%�
�
	������

�����
����
��������������
����	�������
��	��������
�	!!�����
�	����
�����������	
�
��
��!
��!������	"����������������
�
��"�
������!
�	�
�����
���������
����&
�
�����C�%�
	�������
�����
����	������	
�&
!��������������!��
!�8����
���	��
���
	��
�	������������	��!
���	�����������&
�����
�����	��������
���
������B�%�"�
�
���
����

�
���	������
�	������������&

�����
��������
����%
�����
�	!�	��&

�!	�������
�	����
��
�����������������&
�
��
�����	��%�	�����!��
�	��!��8 	�
!
��
����
����������
����	�������������	
�
��&
!	
�������!��
!��	
����
��"�!��
	�!������	�&
�
�����

�
�&
���������	���� Jean C. Buzby;
(202) 694-5370; jbuzby@ers.usda.gov

Several Strategies May
Lower Plate Waste in
School Feeding Programs
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ERS Information is now 
available on the web:

www.ers.usda.gov/News/

/publications/FoodReview/Sep2002/
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Wealth and Income Contribute
Jointly to the Economic 
Well-Being of Farm 
Operator Households
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Income Inequality in America:
Nonmetro Income Levels 
Lower Than Metro, But 
Income Inequality Did Not 
Increase as Fast
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Population Change in the
Midwest: Nonmetro Population
Growth Lags Metro Increase
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Rural Health Issues for 
the Older Population
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Implications of Medicare
Restructuring for Rural Areas
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Rural Updates:

Rural Development Policy:
Transition Year Brings Changes
for Rural Development
Richard J. Reeder; (202) 694-5360;
rreeder@ers.usda.gov

Federal Tax Policy:  Numerous
Changes Lower Income and
Estate Taxes
James Monke; (202) 694-5358;
jmonke@ers.usda.gov

Earnings: Nonmetro Earnings
Continue Upward
Robert M. Gibbs; (202) 694-5423;
rgibbs@ers.usda.gov
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Pork Production to Reach 
Record Levels in 2002 & 2003
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U.S. Sugar Policy
Under the 2002 Farm Act
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Demand Strong for Tree Nuts
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Strong Competition & 
Rising Prices Confront
U.S. Soybean Exports
��������������	���
�����
������
����
�&
�	���	����,�'��
!!
��������!���%�!!���!�%
!	�����	
F��
���
���������
��	���
��!�����	
���!
���
��������!	��
����	����1������
�
�!���9
���
��	�
�����
��
�"������

���
�����
���
���	���������
��	���%�	��&
�
�����
�
����
��%����
����	���������
	���
�
�	��
��!	��
��������
��	�������!�%���
����������	��	
�	��
����#++'��C�%�
����&
��	������!
���%
!!��
������	��	
��
��
�	�


������������	���1��
����B
���
�����
�

����%
!!��
��������	�
!
�������������
%
���!
��!��	��
���
"���1��
���	��	
���
���5
	:
!�	���$
����
�	� Mark Ash; (202) 694-
5289; mash@ers.usda.gov

Cabbage Heads Higher
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The Ongoing Reform of Land
Tenure Policies in China
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Trade Among Unequal Partners:
Changing EU Trade Arrangements 
with Developing Countries
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Genetically Engineered Crops:
U.S. Adoption & Impacts
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Does Off-Farm Work
Hinder "Smart" Farming?
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Sophia Huang; (202) 694-5257;
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Find the latest ERS outlook reports on the web at: www.ers.usda.gov/publications/outlookreports.htm
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The new ERS magazine will debut in February 2003, replacing Agricultural Outlook, FoodReview, and  
Rural America and continuing the mission and focus of those magazines. Published five times a year, with an  
Internet edition updated and supplemented more frequently, it will deliver high-quality, timely information to readers.

Food     Farms     Rural communities     Environment     Trade      

. . .in a new magazine from
USDA's Economic Research Service

 Feature articles with in-depth coverage of timely issues
 Brief reports on key research findings and implications
 Data and discussion
 Upcoming research reports, events, and activities 
 Internet edition with updates and additional articles and data

Watch for more details on the ERS website: www.ers.usda.gov

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE
U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ERS

A collage of issues and analysis

Questions? Comments?
Contact us at (202) 694-5139 or ersinfo@ers.usda.gov

http://www.ers.usda.gov

