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Each year, USDA agencies make 10-year projections of the
food and agriculture sector. The commodity projections are

used to forecast farm program costs and to prepare the
President's budget. The projections reflect a set of assumptions
and cover major agricultural commodities, agricultural trade, and
aggregate indicators of the U.S. farm sector, such as farm
income and food prices. One key use of the projections is as a
"baseline" from which to analyze the impacts of potential policy
changes affecting U.S. agriculture. 
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Macroeconomic assumptions, 2003-2012
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International macroeconomic data set
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Agricultural Baseline Projections for 2003-2012

Did You Know...?

����Retail Scanner Prices for Meat
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The mission of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Economic Research Service (ERS) is to provide public and
private decisionmakers with economic and related social sci-
ence information and analysis that helps them achieve five
key goals:
• a globally competitive agricultural production system

• a safe and secure food production system

• a healthy and well-nourished public

• harmony between agriculture and the environment

• enhanced economic opportunity and quality of life for 
rural Americans

The ultimate beneficiaries of ERS programs are the American
people, whose well-being is improved by informed public and
private decisionmaking.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sex-
ual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

How to Obtain a ReportThe ERS Mission
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Agricultural
Outlook
Forum
2003
Arlington, Virginia
February 20-21, 2003

Mark your calendar
USDA's 79th

Agricultural Outlook Forum

Watch for details at www.usda.gov/oce/waob/agforum.htm

To receive program updates by email

send requests to agforum@oce.usda.gov

An open market for issues and ideas

http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/agforum.htm
http://www.ers.usda.gov
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The new ERS magazine will debut in February 2003, replacing Agricultural Outlook, FoodReview, and  
Rural America and covering the full range of ERS research and analysis. Published five times a year, with an 
Internet edition updated and supplemented more frequently, it will deliver high-quality, timely information to readers.

Food     Farms     Rural communities     Environment     Trade      

A New Magazine from the Economic Research Service

 Feature articles with in-depth coverage of timely issues
 Brief reports on key research findings and implications
 Data and discussion
 Upcoming research reports, events, and activities 
 Internet edition with updates and additional articles and data

Watch for more details on the ERS website: www.ers.usda.gov

A collage of issues and analysis

Questions? Comments?
Contact Sheila Sankaran at (202) 694-5010 or ssankaran@ers.usda.gov

Coming in February

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE
U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ERS
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Find the latest ERS outlook reports on the web at: www.ers.usda.gov/publications/outlookreports.htm
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