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FF light Line Safety
Award of Distinction

On the night of 4 Nov 04 at approximately 2100 hrs, TSgt 
Hall, SSgts Farnell & Womack and SrA Hess were performing 
end-of-runway (EOR) checks on a two-ship of  F-15Es.  TSgt 
Hall discovered the landing light on aircraft 87-0484 was cracked, 
presenting a major FOD potential, and he quickly directed the 
aircrew to shut the aircraft down.  Upon further inspection, SSgt 
Womack noticed several pieces of glass missing from the light 
assembly.  SSgt Farnell immediately inspected both engines for 
evidence of FOD while SSgt Womack and SrA Hess replaced the 
light assembly.  Upon removal of the light assembly, the unit came 
apart spreading glass across the EOR area.  TSgt Hall immediately 

began marshalling aircraft around the affected area to alleviate 
FOD to any other aircraft while SSgts Farnell and Womack and 
SrA Hess cleaned and inspected the entire area.  After finding no 
immediate damage to the engine, they turned their attention to 
the landing gear and wheel and tire assemblies. After a thorough 
inspection of the aircraft, TSgt Hall had the aircraft re-start and 
continue its launch sequence, resulting in an on-time takeoff.  The 
EOR team then reported possible FOD on the taxiway and directed 
a sweeper to ensure no potential FOD had been left behind.  
Failure to identify this 
unsafe condition could 
have resulted in severe 
engine damage due 
to FOD ingestion, or 
catastrophic damage 
due to tire damage on 
takeoff or landing.  

TSgt David Hall, SSgt Jamie Farnell, SSgt Aaron Womack, 
SrA Aaron Hess, 379th USCENTAF Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

round SafetyGG
Award of Distinction

SSgt Krista Patton is the Unit Safety Representative for the 
31st Combat Communications Squadron and has aggressively 
taken the “seat belt awareness campaign” for the 3rd Combat 
Communications Group (3 CCG) head on.  During the first quarter 
of FY05 SSgt Patton led a three-man seat belt compliance team 
in accomplishing an astonishing 1,093 seat belt compliance 
checks.  She strategically placed the seat belt compliance team 
at rotating checkpoints throughout the compound to ensure every 
3 CCG member was aware of the program.  SSgt Patton’s seat 
belt awareness efforts exemplified community partnership by 

combining resources with the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office, 
Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center Safety Office, and the 3 CCG 
Safety Office in an all inclusive educational effort to increase seat 
belt safety awareness.  She led an aggressive seat belt awareness 
promotional blitz prior to the holiday season via safety briefings, 
e-mails, informational flyers, and unit safety boards to ensure 100 
percent awareness of the dangers of not wearing seat belts.  SSgt 
Patton’s sustained 
efforts are the driving 
force behind the 3 
CCG’s 99 percent seat 
belt compliance rate 
and the efforts of SSgt 
Patton ensure seat belt 
wear is a habit for the 3 
CCG members on and 
off duty. 

SSgt Krista M. Patton, 31st Combat Communications Squadron
3rd Combat Communications Group, Tinker AFB, Okla.
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On 10 Nov 04, Capt Christina Szasz was taking off on the 
third Surface Attack sortie of her initial F-117 qualification training 
at Holloman AFB, N.M.; only her seventh sortie in the aircraft.  
At 150 feet above ground level, the left Bleed Duct Overheat 
light illuminated, along with the Master Caution light.  Similar 
bleed duct leaks have resulted in the loss of two F-117s in the 
past, so the situation is treated very seriously and is a boldface 
procedure.  Capt Szasz applied the boldface, turning off the bleed 
duct switch associated with the light and went 100 percent oxygen 
on the regulator to avoid breathing possible smoke and fumes in 
the cockpit.  She then maneuvered the jet away from populated 
areas and gained altitude while simultaneously dumping fuel to 
reduce gross weight for landing.  The accompanying instructor 
pilot in the chase T-38 provided mutual support and backed up 
Capt Szasz with the F-117 checklist.  Once on downwind, Capt 
Szasz referenced the Bleed Duct Leak checklist.  The bleed duct 

overheat light had not extinguished when she turned off the switch; 
indicating a possible bleed air leak between the engine and the 
shutoff valve.  This could mean the existence of high pressure air at 
750º Fahrenheit burning through critical components in the engine 
bay which could quickly result in the loss of aircraft control.  The 
checklist called for an engine shutdown and immediate landing.  
Single engine flight is difficult in the F-117 due to thrust limitation, 
and the high density altitude at Holloman AFB.  Following the 
checklist, Capt Szasz shut down the left engine and flew a perfect 
single engine approach and landing.  When Capt Szasz activated 
the drag chute upon landing, she noted a distinct lack of immediate 
deceleration, indicating that the drag chute did not deploy.  
Realizing the need to slow the jet immediately, Capt Szasz quickly 
applied maximum braking, stopping the jet with just a thousand 
feet remaining.  Despite being 
very inexperienced in the F-117, 
Capt Szasz performed flawlessly 
in a worst-case scenario straight 
out of an emergency procedures 
evaluation, preventing further 
damage to the aircraft.   

Capt Christina G. Szasz, 7th Combat Training Squadron, 
49th Fighter Wing, Holloman AFB, N.M.

under construction and a tight host-country deadline looming, 
AMMO initiated the 2-week long relocation process, traversing 
nearly 600 miles over mostly unpaved roads with explosive-laden 
vehicles.  Nearly 200 trips were required to transport the 75 million 
dollar inventory.  AMMO safely relocated 185 2,000-pound bombs, 
316 500-pound bombs, 120 missiles, chaff, flare, and 20MM 
ammunition.  Additionally, nearly 5 million dollars of sensitive test 
equipment and accountable items made the trip without incident.  
This move, into an active construction site, was finished with NO 
injuries, incidents, or damage to equipment while maintaining 100 
percent on-time munitions delivery and uninterrupted munitions 
flow in support of the Air Tasking Order.

379th Expeditionary Maintenance Squadron,
USCENTAF

AMMO absolutely made it happen!  From 01 - 15 Nov 04, the 
379 EMXS Munitions Flight successfully transitioned production 
operations for 98 personnel, 52 vehicles, 70 munitions trailers, 
test/support equipment, and 585,500 pounds of explosives from 
its former facilities to a newly constructed 550-acre munitions 
storage area with ZERO mishaps.  With the new facilities still 
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Capt Knight was number two of a two-ship night Close Air 
Support (CAS) sortie supporting Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  
During takeoff in full afterburner at approximately 120 knots, Capt 
Knight hit an unknown dip in the runway followed 3-5 seconds 
later by his landing light extinguishing.  After takeoff, Capt 
Knight suggested his flight lead inform the Supervisor of Flying 
(SOF) to warn follow-on missions of the hazard.  The SOF, Capt 
Baumgartner, had the runway searched for debris/damage while 
preparing for a shift change with Capt Lyons, the incoming SOF.  
The search discovered a large piece of tire, likely from an F-16 
nose tire, on the runway at a distance coincident with the dip.  With 
weather conditions expected to approach near zero-zero within 

30 minutes, and anticipating the need for an approach end cable 
arrestment, the SOFs relayed through CRC to have the flight return 
to base.  Due to poor visibility across the AOR and Capt Knight’s 
lack of a landing light, divert options were limited.  Using a bit of 
ingenuity, the SOFs had the Base Ops truck shine its headlights 
onto the arresting cable, thereby illuminating it.  The SOFs then 
led Capt Knight through the applicable checklists, and coordinated 
with CRC to jettison his bombs.  After successful bomb jettison, 
Capt Knight lowered his landing gear and his flight lead verified 
with NVGs what the SOFs had expected -- the tire was gone, but 
thankfully the rim was still in place.  Poor weather was now over the 
airfield’s north end, and time was of the essence.   The flight lead 
landed first, relayed conditions on final, and offered techniques to 
help Capt Knight find the dimly lit runway.  Following the SOF and 
flight lead’s guidance, Capt Knight landed the jet 400 feet down the 
runway without a landing light, on-speed.  He engaged the cable in 
a textbook three-point attitude per the checklist.  The aircraft came 
to rest 10 feet from the edge of the runway with minimal damage.  
Capt Knight, Capt Smith, Capt Lyons, and Capt Baumgartner 
displayed superior CRM in handling this complex nighttime 
emergency situation in a hostile AOR with deteriorating weather.

Award of Distinction

AAirCrew Safety

Capts Todd T. Knight, Jason L. Smith, Andrew T. Lyons, and 
Dylan S. Baumgartner, 421st EFS, USCENTAF

On 1 Dec 04, A1C Mitchell prevented extensive F-16 
airframe and engine damage while launching an aircraft for a 
training mission.  Just after engine start, Airman Mitchell identified an 
aircraft ladder sliding across the parking ramp toward his airplane.  
Without hesitation Airman Mitchell directed the pilot to immediately 
shut down.  The ladder had been blown across the parking ramp 
by another F-16 and came to rest directly under the intake of 
Airman Mitchell’s aircraft.  The quick thinking by Airman Mitchell 
prevented possible structural damage and ingestion of the ladder 

by the aircraft engine.  After this event, Airman Mitchell was quick 
to inform the pilot of the reason for the shutdown and immediately 
began a thorough aircraft inspection.  His quick analysis allowed 
the aircraft to quickly launch after it was determined that there was 
no damage.  Following this incident Airman Mitchell took proactive 
steps to identify the hazards 
associated with the current aircraft 
parking configuration, highlighted 
these hazards to his supervisor, and 
ensured that a similar event would 
not take place in the future.  This 
was an overall outstanding effort by 
a professional warrior.

A1C Brian J. Mitchell, 57th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
57th Wing, Nellis AFB, Nev.
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Maj Jay O. Aanrud
Flight Commander, Current Operations
20th Operations Support Squadron, 20th Fighter Wing
Shaw AFB, S.C.

A1C Jesse A. Wells
Air Traffic Control Apprentice
7th Operations Support Squadron, 7th Bomb Wing
Dyess AFB, Texas

ACC Safety Salutes Superior Performance




