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In honor of Black History Month, this issue highlights the

TSceT BEN BLOKER contributions made by The Tuskegee Airmen, and the impact they
AssociATE PHoro EDITOR have made on the Air Force. Under tremendous pressure to
1s7 COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON succeed, their commanders understood that success lays in the
The Combat Edge (USPS 0531-170) details gnd elimin_ating mistakes by st_riving for excellence in
(ISSN 1063-8970) is published monthly everything they did. The Tuskegee Airmen shattered stereotypes
by Air Combat Command, HQ ACC/ . . . . . .
SEM, 175 Sweeney Blvd, Langley AFB that helped end segregation while setting impressive unit re_cords
VA 23665-2700. Periodical Postage of excellence — their mark of over 200 bomber escort missions
paid at Niagara Falls NY 14304, and H H H R o : ”
atadditional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: without Iosmg a single bomber is o_nly _the tl_p of the iceberg.” The
Please send changes of address to HQ Tuskegee Airmen took personal pride in their work, and empha-
QES/SVEAM,Z;gSSSWeeny vl ey sized strict air discipline during all phases of flight to eliminate
' mistakes and compile an impressive combat record by stressing
DISTRIBUTION: F. OPR: HQ ACC/ operations safety, from the crew chiefs to the pilots and opera-
SEM. Distribution is based on a ratio . i Il bef f b he f | o
of one copy per 10 persons assigned. tions officers — all before safety became the formal program it is
Air Force units should contact 7#e today. The Tuskegee Airmen are “Trailblazers” in every sense of

g‘gﬁ??gﬁ‘;ﬁ?a” to establish or change the word and for that, we salute them.
A Another story in this issue connecting WWII to present is
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Available “Pineapple Juggling” which points out the hidden dangers posed

tonon-DoD readers for $51.00 ($71.40

outside the U.S.) from the Superintendent by old war souvenirs hidden away in many forgotten closets and
of Documents, PO Box 371954, Pittsburgh attics. No matter what condition they are in, treat all munitions as
PA 15250-7954. All subscription service R . « ”
correspondence should be directed live, from the artillery shell at the local flea market, to the “found
tSOE:VfI‘e Superintendent, not HQ ACC/ munitions discovered during construction. Like our predecessors,
' there’s always the temptation to collect mementos of our travels
CO'NTRIBUTIOITI(S: Pleasﬁ send artigles and experiences — consider the dangers; don't bring the war
it r DSN . H «, H ”
e.mall and complete malling address home with you. Know the rules when it comes to “war trophies.
and comments to: Risk mitigation is a large part of the safety effort, and is
Executive Editor, The Combat Edge featured in both of the safety posters in this issue. The first
HQ ACC/SEM focuses on the “Fast and Furious” consequences of illegal street
i;ig?:/yee:ﬁé E‘/'/;’d23665_2700 racing; a dangerous, negative trend affecting everyone. The
second features the Motorcycle Mentorship program, which is
ges'ﬁpggzeégg?) 764-8868 being implemented to reduce two-wheel mishaps by allowing
FAX: (757) 764-8975 experienced riders to demonstrate
e-mail: acc.sem@Ilangley.af.mil responsible motorcycle riding habits

The celtens fesame the Mt o oc and skills to new riders while having fun
all manuscripts for readability and in the process.

good taste. Finally, we need your stories
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