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mmediately after takeoff the aircrew of B-52 aircraft 60-020 received
a master caution and engine oil overheat indication.  The engine oil
temperature on the number two engine read 163 degrees Celsius.

The aircrew shut down the engine in accordance with Dash 1 check-
list procedures.  After a successful shutdown, the aircrew decided to
continue with the mission.  En route to the Lancer Air Traffic Control
Assigned Airspace (ATCAA), the master caution and alternating current
circuit breaker open light illuminated and the number one generator kicked
off-line.  After running the applicable Dash -1 checklists, the aircrew was
unable to restore the generator.  The aircrew decided to continue the
mission and proceeded to the Lancer ATCAA for bombing and Electronic
Attack (EA) activity.  Both area and air refueling activity occurred un-
eventfully.  On the initial descent into Barksdale AFB, the master caution
light once again illuminated and indicated a generator-drive-overheat on
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 Aircrew Safety

Capts Samuel Smith, Marcus Halbritter, Jesse Lamarand and Damon Brewer, 1Lt James Torres,
20th Bomb Sqdn., 2nd Bomb Wing, Barksdale AFB, Lousiana

the #5 generator.  The aircrew ran the appropriate Dash 1 checklists and
successfully decoupled the #5 generator.  While operating on reduced elec-
trical capability, the aircrew reduced electrical loads in order to provide enough
power for flap extension.  The aircrew successfully configured the aircraft and
proceeded with a full-stop landing.  After touchdown, the aircraft’s drag chute
malfunctioned during deployment.  Using excellent situational aware-
ness, the aircrew successfully slowed the aircraft to a safe stop without
exceeding aircraft brake energy limits.  This aircrew was faced with mul-
tiple malfunctions and abnormalities during the sortie.  Their exceptional
systems knowledge, aircrew coordination, and situational awareness al-
lowed them to prevent these malfunctions from developing into a serious
airborne emergency.  Additionally, the aircrew’s superb decision making
allowed them
to accomplish
their mission
and then safely
recover one of
the most vital
weapons sys-
tems in the
Combat Air
Force today.

apt Busch was the wingman of a two-ship of F-16CG close air support
fighters training in the north Utah Test and Training Range.  Thirty
minutes into the flight, just as Capt Busch’s flight checked in with the

Forward Air Controller-Airborne (FAC-A), the aircraft warning systems in-
dicated a problem with the oil system.  As he called a knock-it-off for the
flight and turned towards Wendover Airport, Capt Busch analyzed the situ-
ation as an engine lube low condition.  With the knowledge that the engine
may have impending failure due to oil starvation, Capt Busch immediately
started a climb to achieve altitude suitable for gliding with a flamed-out
engine into Wendover.  Once the aircraft was in a safe gliding position,
Capt Busch focused his efforts on the flame-out approach while simulta-

neously coordinating with Wendover traffic and ground crews for the
imminent emergency landing.  His communication efforts were compli-
cated due to an inoperative VHF radio.  Capt Busch worked with his
flight lead to relay information to the crash crews awaiting his arrival.
After flying a flawless flame-out approach, Capt Busch landed 500 feet
down the runway, on speed, and was able to stop the heavyweight
aircraft on the short Wendover runway (8,000 feet is the minimum re-
quired for F-16 aircraft).  Due to Capt Busch’s earlier coordination, the
crash crews were able to respond immediately to the emergency and
secure the aircraft safely.  The entire situation amazingly spanned less
than 4 minutes from first indication to engine shutdown in the chocks.
Upon inspection of the aircraft engine, maintenance technicians found
that the engine was losing oil through a bad main engine control shaft
seal when RPM was above 85 percent.  The engines lube low level is
displayed to the pilot when the engine oil levels drop below 40 percent
of capacity.  The aircraft had lost at least 60 percent of the total oil
capacity within 30 minutes of a planned hour and a half flight.  Without
Capt Busch’s quick reactions, expert procedural knowledge, and pro-
fessional flying skills, the engine would have failed due to oil starvation.
Capt Busch’s actions prevented the loss of an Air Force weapons
system and a national asset.

Capt James W. Busch, 4th Fighter Sqdn.,
388th Fighter Wing, Hill AFB, Utah

  Pilot Safety
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  Flight Line Safety

1C Enyeart was launching aircraft number 90-0234 for the first go
on Day 2 of a scheduled 192 sortie surge.  With engines running

he started performing his launch inspection and quickly noticed a hy-
draulic leak coming from the right Airframe Mounted Accessories Drive
(AMAD) bay.  Amn Enyeart notified the flight line expediter of the leak
in the right AMAD bay.  SSgt Hemberger and SSgt Salisbury quickly
exited the expediter truck and did a quick inspection of the bay.  With
smoke starting to billow, SSgt Salisbury looked into the bay through an
inspection panel and saw the AMAD bay was now on fire in the area of
the right utility hydraulic pump.  MSgt Blakemore saw the smoke and
went over to evaluate the situation and preposition a 150-pound Halon
fire extinguisher closer to the aircraft.  SSgt Salisbury immediately
alerted the expediter of the fire, who declared a ground emergency
through the Maintenance Operations Center (MOC) who, in turn,
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MSgt Scott D. Blakemore, SSgts Aaron J. Hemberger and Joseph C. Salisbury (not in photo),
A1C Adam T. Enyeart, 366th Aircraft Maint. Unit, 366th Fighter Wing, Mt Home AFB, Idaho

notified the fire department.  With MSgt Blakemore holding open the
inspection panel, SSgt Salisbury charged the fire extinguisher and SSgt
Hemberger took control of the nozzle and began to fight the fire.  A1C
Enyeart, who was still in communication with the aircrew, directed them
to execute an emergency shutdown of both engines and immediately
egress the aircraft.  The fire was quickly extinguished and the aircrew
moved to safety.  A few minutes later the fire department arrived to
evaluate the scene and verified the aircraft was safe.  All individuals
were evaluated by medical personnel for possible Halon inhalation
and were cleared of any medical conditions associated with the inci-
dent.  Sergeants Blakemore, Salisbury, Hemberger and Amn Enyeart’s
exceptional ability to recognize and react to the fire displayed great
poise under pressure
and superior situational
awareness.  Together,
they saved an Air Force
asset valued at over $39
million and prevented
the potential loss of life
to the aircrew and
other maintenance
technicians.

  Crew Chief Safety

hile launching an F-16C, MSgt Thomas distinguished himself by
discovering an engine problem that could have resulted in an

aircraft mishap.  During the launch sequence, Sergeant Thomas no-
ticed vapors coming from the aircraft exhaust.  After confirming that the
pilot did not have any abnormal indications in the cockpit, Sergeant
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MSgt Randall Thomas,
187th Fighter Wing, Montgomery, Alabama

Thomas took a closer look at the exhaust and noticed oil pooling in
the tail pipe.  Sergeant Thomas informed the pilot that the launch
would have to be aborted.  After an uneventful shutdown, he re-
checked the oil level and discovered it to be excessively low.  If
Sergeant Thomas had not noticed the oil pooling in the tailpipe, the
aircraft would have
launched with an en-
gine that was sus-
ceptible to seizure.
MSgt Thomas’ vigi-
lance and quick ac-
tion prevented the
potential loss an
F-16C aircraft and
combat ready pilot.
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he Egress section of the 1st Component Repair Squadron was
called upon to inspect a T-37 from Columbus AFB that had
the canopy jettison system inadvertently activated by Tran-

sient Alert personnel.  The Egress section had personnel with pre-
vious T-37 experience who immediately responded and worked
with QA, the pilot of the aircraft, and 1 FW weapons safety to
coordinate an action plan.  Upon inspection of the aircraft, MSgt
Burns and SSgt Morin determined that the door for the external
canopy jettison handle had been mis-marked as the normal canopy
opening control handle.  They also discovered that the canopy
jettison initiator was not safed correctly, and that although
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 Weapons Safety

MSgt Timothy A. Burns (not in photo) and SSgt Scot J. Morin,
1st Component Maint. Squadron, 1st Fighter Wing, Langley AFB, Virginia

the jettison system had been activated, a material failure in the
canopy system prevented the canopy from safely separating from
the aircraft.  This resulted in a partially jettisoned canopy with ex-
tensive structural damage to the cockpit area.  MSgt Burns and
SSgt Morin determined that even though the canopy had not sepa-
rated from the aircraft, all explosives for the canopy jettison sys-
tem had been expended and the aircraft was safe to tow.  They
also coordinated with Columbus AFB Egress section, 1 FW weap-
ons safety, and the local Munitions accountability section to ac-
quire replacements for all expended explosive items and to provide
storage of them as well as the ejection seats in the Egress section
until repairs were
completed.  As a re-
sult of this incident, a
one-time inspection
was accomplished at
Columbus AFB which
found three other T-37
aircraft with mis-
marked doors.

 ACC Safety Awards Program Helpful Hints
- Gather the facts and draft nominations when the event occurs
- Prepare and coordinate final nomination package well ahead of suspense date
- Provide specific accomplishments.  State specific facts, statistics, or methods used
- Avoid gross generalizations
- Ensure appropriate photographs or unit patch illustrations are included with nomination package
- Nominations must be sent electronically
- Ensure the actions of the individual/group/unit nominated are notable and not just doing their job
- Ensure nominations are routed through the proper channels (WG/SE, WG/CC, NAF or DRU/SE)
- Contact your NAF or DRU for internal suspenses and specifics

Due on the 1st of each month
 Monthly Awards

Due on the 1st of Feb, May, Aug & Nov
 Quarterly Awards

Due on 1st of November
 Annual Awards

  * All awards due to ACC/SE on the specific date.  Photos for monthly and quarterly awards should be environmental shots with individuals facing
    straight ahead; annual photos should be an official photo or equivalent.

See AFI 36-2833, or visit us on the web for specific criteria and eligibility requirements.
POC is Barbara Taylor, DSN 574-8846 or e-mail to: barbara.taylor@langley.af.mil
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