Mas AnToN KomATZ
Execurive Epiror

Mas WENDY HAMILTON
EDpiTOR

Ms. BARBARA TAYLOR
AssocliATE EpiTor

SScT CARRIE ATWOOD
PuBLicATIONS DESIGNER

TScT BEN BLOKER
AssocliATE PHoro EbpiTor
157 COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON

The Combat Edge (USPS 0531-170)
(ISSN 1063-8970) is published monthly
by Air Combat Command, HQ ACC/
SEM, 175 Sweeney Blvd, Langley AFB
VA 23665-2700. Periodical Postage
paid at Niagara Falls NY 14304, and
at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER:
Please send changes of address to HQ
ACC/SEM, 175 Sweeny Blvd, Langley
AFB, VA 23665

DISTRIBUTION: F. OPR: HQ ACC/
SEM. Distribution is based on a ratio
of one copy per 10 persons assigned.
Air Force units should contact 7#/e
Combat Edge staff to establish or change
requirements.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Available
to non-DoD readers for $51.00 ($71.40
outside the U.S.) from the Superintendent
of Documents, PO Box 371954, Pittsburgh
PA 15250-7954. All subscription service
correspondence should be directed
to the Superintendent, not HQ ACC/
SEM.

CONTRIBUTIONS: Please send articles
with name, rank, DSN phone number,
e-mail and complete mailing address
and comments to:

Executive Editor, 7he Combat Edge
HQ ACC/SEM

175 Sweeney Blvd

Langley AFB VA 23665-2700

Telephone: (757) 764-8868
DSN 574-8868

FAX: (757) 764-8975

e-mail: acc.sem@Ilangley.af.mil

The editors reserve the right to edit
all manuscripts for readability and
good taste.

DISCLAIMER: This magazine is an
authorized publication for members
of the DoD. Contents of 74e Combat
Edge are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the DoD, or the United
States Air Force. Information contained
in any article may not be construed
as incriminating under Article 31,
UCMJ.

Front Cover:

SSgt Samuel Rogers

I TACCent

- .
"#' W -:_ll"i‘\-

L .
Mhyy €0

BASH, IT'S NOT JUST FOR
THE BIRDS ANYMORE

When you hear “Bash,” what comes to mind? If your answer is “Bird
Strikes,” then you aren't seeing the whole picture, and there’s a lot you're
missing. BASH (Bird/Wildlife Avoidance and Strike Hazard) programs have
grown and are evolving to encompass all wildlife that pose a hazard to aircraft
operations. The programs consider not only wildlife within the confines of the
airfield but also in the neighboring areas. It includes predatory birds, their
prey, the nuisance flocking birds (gulls), migratory geese and ducks, but also
beaver, coyotes, deer, moose, rabbits, etc.

The main focus of BASH remains the bird hazard; however, Wildlife Bi-
ologists from the Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services Division in con-
junction with the individual bases are beginning to treat each airfield as its
own ecosystem to map and design an effective BASH program based on that
base’s requirements. The first half of this issue of THE COMBAT EDGE fo-
cuses on BASH to educate aviators on the changes to the programs and bring
attention to the upcoming
BASH Conference in Balti-
more, Maryland, September
13-16. The agenda and de-
tails concerning the confer-
ence are on the Bird Strike
Committee USA website at
http.//www.birdstrike.org/
birds.him

Many people may not be
aware that the Pacific Air
Force (PACAF), unlike other
commands (USAFE, AMC,
and ACC), does not publish its
own safety magazine. Since
its infancy, THE COMBAT EDGE has
served as PACAF’s voice on safety, but it
has never published an edition dedicated
solely to the PACAF Theater of Operations.
The second half of this month’s issue fea-
tures articles written by PACAF service
members about safety in general and the-
ater-specific safety topics. For future plan-
ning, August 2005 is designated as our next
PACAF Edition. Between now and June
2005, the challenge to our PACAF readers
and Safety Offices is to fill that magazine from cover to cover with PACAF
specific Flight, Ground, and Weapons safety articles.

Remember: Keep safety proactive — make it your Combat Edge!

Colonel Creid K. Johnson,
ACC Director of Safety
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