MONTHLY AWARD WINNERS

Winds were gusting to 25 knots and a crosswind existed. It
was determined to land with a left crosswind to allow for a
e more controlled touchdown of the damaged right tire. After
lrc reW a ety additional coordination with the SOF, it was decided to jetti-
son all ordnance. Due to the erratic instruments, a forma-
tion TACAN penetration was performed to descend below
the weather. It was still light above the clouds but very dark
below and the flight donned NVGs after the descent. The
ishap aircraft (MA) was number two in a two-ship tasked to re-  conditions below the weather were disorienting due to re-
spond to a Troops-in-Contact (TIC) situation. At rotation, the mis-  duced visibilities from blowing dust and a low level of illumi-
hap pilot (MP) noticed, in the rearview mirror, a single self-protection  nation. Ceilings were ragged at 5,000 feet AGL. During the
flare bounce down the runway. The flight climbed through the weather  holding time the MP made a low approach to evaluate the
and leveled at Flight Level 270. ATC, contacted the flight on UHF  visibility and illumination conditions for the landing. The
Guard, and advised there were pieces of tire on the runway where  MP concluded the illumination and visibility during the low ap-
the flare had dropped. The MP visually inspected the tires from the  proach would facilitate an NVG landing. The landing turned
cockpit and discovered the right tire had significant tread separation  out to be uneventful as the tire did not fail. Directional control
but appeared to be holding air. The aircraft handled normally and  was maintained and the aircraft was taxied clear of the run-
because of the nature of the tasking, the Flight Lead (FL) and MP  way. By rapidly assessing the situation and taking action, and
decided to continue towards the TIC until the Alert A-10s could be by skillful handling of the aircraft by the MP with the assistance
scrambled. Contact was made with the Supervisor of Flying (SOF)  of the SOF and FL, Lt Col Smith minimized damage to the
and considerations were listed with respect to landing at this airfield.  aircraft and prevented a potentially catastrophic situation.

Lt Col William E. Smith, Jr., Lt Col Daniel B. Marino, Maj Edward S. Jones,
Maj Kevin J. Campbell, 104th EFS, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing

October's Aircrew Safety Award of Distinction was printed incorrectly. The picture accompanying the award was incorrect.  The indiviauals
n the photo were Capt Bryan Wickering and Lt Col Richard Vanderburg who won the previous award in September. There /s no photo of the
Oclober winners. Therefore, we are reprinting the October Aircrew Award without the photo.

ACC Safety Salutes
Superior Performance

Lt Col Mark J. Alvarez, A1C Jacob B. Nugent,

Inst. Elect Warfare Officer TMDE Apprentice
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