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TSgt Michael Roney always puts people and their safety at the forefront of mission completion.  He is an F-16 Avionics Craftsman at Detachment 2, 28th Test Squadron, which conducts ground-based operational test and evaluations on F-15 and F-16 radar and avionics systems for Headquarters Air Combat Command's $102 million Integrated Avionics Test Facility (IATF).  The high-powered radar systems combined with all the support equipment necessary for ground operations pose several potential hazards to the unit's personnel:  electrical, hazardous material, and Radio Frequency (RF) energy.  TSgt Roney volunteered for the Hazardous Communication section as an additional duty and revamped the entire program.  He spent several months updating regulations and procedures and purchasing waste management equipment that was critical for the base's May Environmental Compliance Assessment and Management Program (ECAMP) inspection.  He turned in hazardous waste materials, replaced unserviceable waste storage drums, updated the detachment's chemical authorizations listing, and labeled hazardous materials and supplies throughout the IATF with the appropriate hazardous warning labels.  The detachment's program was singled out by base officials as a "benchmark program" for others to follow.  In addition, to help alleviate the threats of RF exposure, TSgt Roney added danger signs and enforced the abatement plan, making sure that radar technicians notified all personnel in the test facility prior to RF transmissions so they could stay well clear of all posted radar emission zones.  The efforts of TSgt Roney, working hand-in-hand with the safety NCO, were key to the unit's "above and beyond" approach to safety.  As a result, the detachment received "Outstanding" ratings for the 53rd Wing and 325th Fighter Wing ground safety and base ECAMP inspections.














