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Air Combat Command


Flightline Safety Award of Distinction











361st Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron 





Mr. Ernest G. Gentry, Mr. Cory L. Edson, SSgt Christopher D. Thomas, 


A1C Louis J. Ciaramello, A1C Colin T. Smith, Elias S. Carlon, Mr. Darwin G. Tiarks 








While performing systems ground maintenance on an RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft, the maintenance team noticed a burning smell coming from the aircraft reconnaissance crew compartment.  A1C Elias Carlon immediately turned off all equipment in the compartment in an attempt to locate the source of the burning smell.  At the same time, Mr. Cory Edson glanced out the aft aircraft hatch and noticed smoke and fire coming from the air conditioning ground equipment cart positioned next to the aircraft.  He immediately told everyone to emergency ground egress the aircraft.  A1C Carlon egressed the aircraft through the crew entry chute and ran to the front of the aircraft to shut down the external ground power cart.  Mr. Ernest Gentry, and A1Cs Louis Ciaramello and Colin Smith followed and assisted in the shutdown while unplugging the electrical cord from the aircraft.  After egressing the aircraft, Mr. Edson ran to the air conditioning cart, immediately shut down its power, and opened the front panel so they could access the growing fire.  SSgt Christopher Thomas, who had egressed last to ensure all personnel were safe, grabbed the aircraft’s ground Halon fire extinguisher located in front of the aircraft and ran towards the burning cart.  A1C Carlon and Mr. Edson assisted him in extinguishing the fire in the clutch section of the cart, minimizing any further damage.  Mr. Darwin Tiarks, who was walking out to the aircraft to assist with the maintenance, saw what was happening and called the fire department.  SSgt Thomas continued to coordinate emergency response efforts until the arrival of crash and fire response personnel.  The quick actions and coordinated team effort of the ground maintenance crew minimized damage to the ground air conditioning cart and averted a potentially catastrophic mishap to a high-value reconnaissance aircraft.














