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GLOSSARY

As used in 40 CFR 141, the term:

Best available technology or BAT means the best technology, treatment techniques, or other means
which the Administrator finds, after examination for efficacy under field conditions and not solely under
laboratory conditions, are available (taking cost into consideration). For the purposes of setting MCLs for
synthetic organic chemicals, any BAT must be at least as effective as granular activated carbon. 

Community water system means a public water system which serves at least 15 service connections used
by year-round residents or regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents. 

Compliance cycle means the nine-year calendar year cycle during which public water systems must
monitor. Each compliance cycle consists of three three-year compliance periods. The first calendar year
cycle begins January 1, 1993 and ends December 31, 2001; the second begins January 1, 2002 and ends
December 31, 2010; the third begins January 1, 2011 and ends December 31, 2019. 

Compliance period means a three-year calendar year period within a compliance cycle. Each
compliance cycle has three three-year compliance periods. Within the first compliance cycle, the first
compliance period runs from January 1, 1993 to December 31, 1995; the second from January 1, 1996 to
December 31, 1998; the third from January 1, 1999 to December 31, 2001. 

Contaminant means any physical, chemical, biological, or radiological substance or matter in water. 

Initial compliance period means the first full three-year compliance period which begins at least 18
months after promulgation, except for contaminants listed at §§ 141.61(a) (19)-(21), (c) (19)-(33), and §§
141.62(b) (11)-(15), initial compliance period means the first full three-year compliance period after
promulgation for systems with 150 or more service connections (January 1993-December 1995), and first
full three-year compliance period after the effective date of the regulation (January 1996-December
1998) for systems having fewer than 150 service connections. 

Maximum contaminant level means the maximum permissable level of a contaminant in water which is
delivered to any user of a public water system. 

Maximum contaminant level goal or MCLG means the maximum level of a contaminant in drinking
water at which no known or anticipated adverse effect on the health of persons would occur, and which
allows an adequate margin of safety. Maximum contaminant level goals are nonenforceable health goals. 

Non-community water system means a public water system that is not a community water system. A
non-community water system is either a "transient non-community water system (TWS)" or a "non-
transient non-community water system (NTNCWS)." 

Non-transient non-community water system or NTNCWS means a public water system that is not a
community water system and that regularly serves at least 25 of the same persons over 6 months per
year. 
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Point-of-entry treatment device (POE) is a treatment device applied to the drinking water entering a
house or building for the purpose of reducing contaminants in the drinking water distributed throughout the
house or building. 

Point-of-use treatment device (POU) is a treatment device applied to a single tap used for the purpose
of reducing contaminants in drinking water at that one tap. 

Public water system means a system for the provision to the public of water for human consumption
through pipes or, after August 5, 1998, other constructed conveyances, if such system has at least fifteen
service connections or regularly serves an average of at least twenty-five individuals daily at least 60 days
out of the year. Such term includes: any collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facilities under
control of the operator of such system and used primarily in connection with such system; and any
collection or pretreatment storage facilities not under such control which are used primarily in connection
with such system. Such term does not include any "special irrigation district." A public water system is
either a "community water system" or a "noncommunity water system." 

State means the agency of the State or Tribal government which has jurisdiction over public water
systems. During any period when a State or Tribal government does not have primary enforcement
responsibility pursuant to section 1413 of the Act, the term "State" means the Regional Administrator,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Surface water means all water which is open to the atmosphere and subject to surface runoff. 

Transient non-community water system or TWS means a non-community water system that does not
regularly serve at least 25 of the same persons over six months per year. 


