UX0 L

", ..totally, total.

anger lies just undee the feet of
D mosl soldiers deployed to the

Bosnia theater, One wrong step
and the threat of land mines becomes #
deadly reality.

Used byallwarring parbies in lhe Bos-
nia-Herzegovina conflict, land mines are
pne of the bippest dangers [acing U5,
forees, An estimated 4 to 6 million anti-
tank and anti-personnelmines have heen
randamly laid in mountain roads, fields,
forests and villages. Soldiers aften dan’t
reihze whal they're Jooking at isa deadly
explosive until it's too late. Army olfi-
cials have continually stressed one fact:
mine awarcness prevents mine casual-
ties.

Mow, thanks (o the efflorts of officials
al Redstone Arsenal, AL, mine recogni-
lion just got a little casicr.

Thraugh the comhined efforts of the
U5, Army Ordnunce Missile and Muni-
tions Centerand School (USAOMMCS)
and the Traming Support Cenler ol the
Corporatc  Informaton  Center-LLS.
Army  Missile  Command  {(CIC-MI-
COM), a set ol seven ammunition reeog-
nitionboards is now available to all Army
personnel.

To effectively augment the current
unexploded ordnance (X0 ) identifico-
tion training =o that it would be casily
understond hy snldiers, the new training
ilem was sugeested by SGM Gary Samp-
son of the Explosive Ordnance [isposal
Training Department, USACQMMCS,

Sampson's innavation was o lake
mine identification models ot the tdat
paee and make them three-dimensional,

“These arc nice, but thev're pictures,
they're little line drawings,” Sampson
said as he tipped through a mine data
pamphlet. “Why not show soldiers what
the actual items look like™?™

That's exactly what he and other ofh-
cials a1t Redstone Armsenal have done
with the pew ammunition recognitian
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Samples from ammo and mine recognition boards
, | THROWN
The new recognition boards illustrate ST R vof— |
grenades, rockets, projectiles, submuni- { 5 :

tions, mortars and a variety of mines in
their true-to-ife colors and sizes.

’r
uﬂﬂﬂﬂ&pt&bl&. M Through the combined efforis of

boards which use plastic, vacuum- USAOMMCS and CIC-MICOM, a : n .ﬁ:". |
formed, examples of ordnance soldiers  collection of regional mines, mine fuzes  § e | -
might typically encounter on the battle-  and delay firing and booby trap devices ’ 184 ¥ 10 o
field. were obtained from ULS. and foreign

The UXO issue became a greater sources, making the models on the MORTARS
concern to Army officials in the after- boards even more realistic. W
math of Operation Desert Storm in As troops deployed to Bosnia are un- = -
which an estimated 20 percent of all GI  comfortably familiar with, land mines "
casualties were caused by mines and un-  can take on a variety of shapes and sizes m
exploded munitions, The deaths of 26 and can be hidden anywhere. “We're | ]
soldiers were attributed 1o UXO. talking tens of hundreds of thousands on

“These are totally, totally unaccept-  a battlefield,” Sampson said. “The
able casualties,” Sampson said. Most of  trouble is, they don't look like picces of
the incidents in Desert Storm involved  ordnance. They're literally everywhere,
soldiers picking up material they naively  This is probably the biggest hazard our
planned to bring home as souvenirs to .S, soldiers face.”
hang on the rear-view mirrors of their Production of 229 sets of ammunition
cars, he added. recognition boards (DVC-T 05-50) be-

UXO was identified as a battlefield gan in December 1995 and production
deficiency. An Army-wide training pro- of mine recognition boards (DVC-T
gram was put into effect. Videotapes, a  05-51) began in February 1996, Both
plastic ordnance training aid kit, field items can now be requested through lo-
manuals and graphics training aids were  cal training support centers. il
distributed. Sull, Sampson felt there
could be more — something to make For more information, contact Sampson
identification even easier. at DSN 746-4654 or (205) 876-2796.
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