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Il =oldiers should be Faml-
iar with the importance of
physical Niness.

Soldiers do physical training
(T three to five times perweek
whether they want to or nef. A
physically Iit soldier does a better
job both in peacetime and com-
bat. A healthy soldier is more re-
sistant to sickness and can oper-
ate for longer perods ol tme
vnder stresshul combat condi-
tions, The Army leadership reul-
1zes this important correlabion
and thus has placed a command
emphasis an weekly 'L

Unfortunately, another basic
soldiering skill which is more im-
porlanl Lo saldiers surviving in i
combar situation 1s being serious-
lv neglected in peacctime. | am
referring to ritle marksmanship,
soldizrs do PT every weck, but
rille marksmanship Lraining isconducted
semi-annually at best in maost units and
ustally only in conjunction with senm-
annual weapons qualification. That is
just not aften enougl,

Clperation Desert Storm was soquick
and decisive that most soldiers never
lircd their rifle at an enemy seldier. The
mechanized mfantry and cavalre nnits
relisd on the 23min caiibon and Tubee-
Lavoched, Opticallv-Tracked.,  Wire-
Guided (TOW ] mssiles of thear Bradley
Fighting Wehicles. The tankers relicd on
|-I'|L!|-|' IFI"-\.I.!I |'.EJF|JI_'I_'--||||RIUIH |_i_1 L‘:|]g“gL'- I:,If—
pets al 4,000 meters, That “war™ may,
unfortunately, have given our Army's
latest combat velerans the nolion thal an
individnal saldier's marksmanship skills
may be less importunt and therefore re-
quire less training. That line of thought
for anv leader may be considared bor-
derhine cnminal negligence,

Are We
Neglecting

Rifle
Marksmanship?

Jadly. the one training event the
Army leadership is petting away from is
rifle marksmanship. Hesearch is heing
conducted to replace the highly accuraie
BM16AZ rille with 4 weapon that fires o
thiree-round burst cach time mslead of
slressing well-mimed single shots, The
Marksmanship Training Units (MTL)
which n=ed tobe an integral part of most
aelive Army divisions scem o be disap-
pearing. Most soldiers have never heard
of the compebitive marksmanship pro-
prams (found in AR 920-15} that mosi
combal divisions used to host annoally
and are therefore unable to compete for
rIII.":‘:\.l'i_I;'iI"IIIﬁ marksmanshap badpes au-
thorized for wear on uniforms, True, the
pooled experlise the MTUs provaded Lo
their installations has heen dispersed
throwghout the units. Also true is Lhe
Faet that all MCOs should be proficient
shooters and therefore proficient as

6

tramers o lrain thear soldiers,
But the expertise of senior NOOs
to train the traincrs is rapidly fad-
g, Moew tramers have 1o be re-
fered (o FM 23-%, M16A1 Rille
and MI16A2 Rifle Marksman-
ship, dated July 549,

Hereare 100 hasic questions on
rifle marksmanship  that  all
MOCOs should be famulae with. 1
have provided the page and para-
graph of FM 13-% where the an-
swers cant be found, 1t vour an-
awers don't match the puidelines
af the field manual, then scody
Lthe EM until vou understand it so
you can teach your soldiers, by
point is not to embarrass anyone,
but 1o have leaders realize that
mare emphasis needs to be given
to marksmanship training  and
sustainment o keep  soldiers’
marksmanship skills within the
“band of excellence.” [t's time to
pel setious and smart abouat
markamanahip and vour ol

I, Whaet ix ofve crentva! siefit seffing for a
mewly issued MI6A2 riffe? (pe. G-14 and
Fig. (z-25)

a. rear sight all the way night, fronc

sight flush.

b. rear sight 17 clicks right, front

sight 11 up from flush, windage

drum one click past &3,

c. front sight Hush, rear sizhi

aligned with index mark, clevation

one chick past &5,

d. frant sight 11 up, rear sight sci

at 25 meters.

2. To zoro the MT6A2 rifle at 25 maiers,
tie frowd sight is: {pg. G-14, 25 melers,
para f)

a. moved to flushed and no longer

adjusled.

b. moved L1 clicks up and no long-

er adjusred.
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c. used for all elevarion adjust-

ments until zeroca,

d. none of the above,

J. Tor engape pop-up targels afier zero-
ing, the MIGA2 rear vight is;: (pg G-14, 25
mieters, pora 2)

a. Hipped o short range becousa

all targers o MW meters arc con-

sidered chort range.

b. left alone because s already

zeroed.

¢, adjusted by moving the cleva-

lion wheel io the 8¢5 mark,

4. Hefore being allowed fo make ooy
sight adjustreents on the M16 nfle when
ereing, the firer must: (pr G-10, para §)

a. complete suslainment training

before going to the range.

L. fire two consecutive thrae-

ronnd shot proups within a four-

conbimeler area.

v muve the sights 1o mechanical

ZETD,

d. fire a threc-round shot group on

the zero targct.

A, Fhe recorded battlesight zero of on
M6 vifle is: (pg. G- 11 and G=16, Record-
ing of Zeea)

a, the Tast sight adjustments made

priar to conlirming zero.

b the sum of all sight adjusimenls

made during zeroing,

¢, the last sizhr adjustinen! made.

o, the resulling sizht secting after

all sipht adjustments have been

madc during zeroing,

€. the same us the mechanienl

PLTL,

6. Fhe badtlesipht zere on fie M164 2 al-
lows the firer to: (pg. 322, perre 2, eonil Fig,
I=-5)

a. bt all Taraels oul 1o 300 maters

by wiming cencer mass.

b. aim center mass at the 300-me-

ter tarpod and hil cenler mass.

. increase chances of taroet hnsin

combat out to S00 meters,

d. all of the abowe.

7. The battbesight zevo sight setitug of un
MG e ipg. 3-23, Concept of Zeroing)

4. trunstorable from one weapon

Lo anether.

b transterable from one soldicr to

another.

c net transtarable an all

oo 17 clicks right and 11 clicks up.

&, Before o soldier is allowed to quelily,
fie or she must have o confirmed zero. A
contfivieed zero is; (pe, G-11, para 2, Fis.

G-22 and pg. G-16, para 4, Fip. (;-2V)

. three rounds anvwhere within

the silhouctte of the zero tarsel,

b, lwo consccutive three-round

shot groups within the circle on

the zero tarpet.

e six rounds within the four-centi-

meler circle of the zere tarpet,

d. one three-round shot proup

within the four-centimeter circle

of the zero target.

9. A promolable specialist fires on a re-
cord fire range it the maraiig and does not
quealify. The specialist roqualifies apain
that afiernoon and fires an Fxpert score,
Witk quadification bodge is the specialisi
deetliorized fo wear? (pp, G-45, para 4 anid
Ci-48, poen 2]

a, Expert.

b. Sharpshoarer,

e Marksman.

I Al newly assigned solidfiers issiied a
previausly zerovd M TG rifle muast move the
siphis to the iridiol sight setfing before -
fesn v to zeve. (pe. 3-22, pare 2, 3, 4)

a. True,

b, False.

Lack of command
emphasis and
opportunity... to
reqgularly
practice... rifle
marksmanship
skills is appalling.

The FM o specifics marksmanship
stancdards that all soldiers are expected
to meet, There aren’t any acceptablc
reasons for not mesting 1he standardy.
With proper and frequent marksman-
ship lraining, the unit can save taining
dollars, which wre wasted by allowing
seldiers 1o burn up ammunition at-
rempting 1o re-zero or re-gualify without
the infense bul patienl remedial training
required Lo teach snldiers to shoar bet-
[&r,

The lack of command cmpheasis and
appostunily tor saldicrs 1o repularly
practice their rifle marssmanship skills
i uppaliing. What would hapoen if the
Army gave FT the same emphoasis thal
rifla marksmanship now geis? Don't do

any organizcd PT, but still administer re-
cord  Army  Physical Fitness  Teats
[APFT) semi-annually? The ourcome
wold be the same, Many soldiers would
perform peorly and would barely be ahle
te meet standards. Luckily, most sal-
diers can maintain nn acceptable level of
fiiness withoul haviog to buy any extra
cquipment. It's nol the same with rifle
marksmanship. A soldier cannnot get
proficient with a weapon if he or she
can't praciice witk it. Practice doesn’t
neccssanily mean live fire, There are sol-
diers of all ranks who cannol perform
combat survival skills like immediate ac-
tion 1o clear a malfunction or 4 rapid re-
load magazine change. And because sol-
diers can't afford to go out and boy their
own M16 or its civilinn version, the
AR-13, the Army and its leadership is
gvien mare liahle for ensunng promaotion
points — especially ro thase deploved in
harm's way, Weo claim 1o be the best
trained lighling [orce in the world, Are
we? Not if our soldiers are deficient in
one of the mnst basic soldizring skills,

A well-trained  soldier thoroughly
proficient in individual weapon lraming
will be better able to perform in n com-
har environment, A saldicr’s ability to
eneaee o ot targels at more than 300
meters instills o confidence in his weap-
on that sigmficantly increases survivabil -
tly 10 combat. Tf all soldiers were given
the chanee o artain a high level of
marksmanship proficiency, our Army
would be trulv awesome incombat, Rifle
marksmanship iz a skill thatwill, like any
other skill, deteriorats without repular
sustnnvment traming. [ s also o proud
American heritage handed down from
Lhe [irst boatload of our Ameriean an-
cestars who had (o be able to shoot o
survive in the New World, Thal herilage
has passed on through the infancy of our
preat Army to our shill-developing 21st-
century fighting loree. A soldier and his
rifle will alwavs be crucial factors on our
battlelields, N
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