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Vietnam veferans and war prolest-
ers alike have vilified former Secretary
aof Defense MoMNamara for not apolo-
gizing in this book. Unfortunartely, they
seemmn Lo have missed the pomnt, McNa-
mura appears not to have written this
book toapologize, but rather to explain,
He describes in detail the difficulties he
and other policy makers in the Kennedy
and Johnson administrations experi-
enced as they Ined Lo decide what to do
m Vietnam.

IHe describes the climate of a United
States that had just suffered WW 11, the
Korean conftlict and the rise of Sovier
and Chirese communism,

Many veteran diplamats subscribed
to the “Domino Theory” and honestly
believed that il Vietnam lell 1o commu-
nism, then Thaland, Laos, Cambodia,
Milaysia and the Philippines would
also fall. They believed whaleheartedly
that by stopping the communists in
Vietnam they could save the world [or
democracy,

MeMamara describes how he, then
mecreraty of State Dean Rusk and oth-
ers agonmized over how best Lo defeat the
MNorlh Vietnamese and Viet Cong. He
also Lells us thal as early as 1063 he and
olthers started to feel that they conld not
win the war and started instead 1o worry
aboul how net to lose e war

McMamara gives us insight into the
questions he, Jlohn E Kennedy, Lyndon
Johnzon, Dean Rosk and other policy
makers tried (0 answer, With the bene-
it of over 25 years of hindsight, he also
tells us the questions and issucs that
they cither ignored or didn’t even bolh-

er to consider. He also shows us that
we must consider these same issues
and questions in this post-Cold War
warld.

MeMamara readily admits the mis-
takes he and others made from 1963 1o
1064, Morzover, he doesn™ rational-
izc the mistakes botl delails [he way
those  mislakes  could have been

avoided. He may nol have apologized,
bul he i accepling responsibility, He
also vividly reminds us that those who
fail to learn [rom hislory are doomed to
repeal 1l Lot us hope that we use his ac-
count to help us learn.

MWi=0 B O dYherlender

Show—daon’t tell! That's what a
practical soldier demands io his day-1o-
day lile and thal's precisely what is
found in William Bainbridge's down-to-
earth, plain-spoken autobiography. Th
understand the enlisted Army, the most
effective memoir is one that creates a
lasting mental hkeness of the NCOL Au-
thors Bainbridge and Crapgg largely
sueceedin painting avivid and revealing
portrait. This narra-

prragnetisd, The way Lhe author saw it
his duty was to “fix things at the source,
before the company commander had to
take action. This is just what any pood
sergeant does...” Fromone hase assipn-
ment to the next, the education of a sal-
dier prepared Hainbridge for the moral
convulsions and sell-doubl imposed on
the Army during the Vietnam War.
This  wvalwable chapter “Wiet-
nam”—concludes

tive takes ils place
among those histories

with the clasgic ha-
rangue thatif the mil-

Lhat really picture, not
just describe, the ex-
ceptional lives of os-
tensihly common men

Haorn in Knox
County, L, in 1925,
the man who would
bacome the lonpest-
tenured sergeant ma-
jor ol lhe Army
worked on a farm,
Bainbridee seems to
be the personification
of  MNorman Hock-
well's rural America, WWII inlroduced
young Bill to the art of soldiering and
lradibons that would, with few inter-
ruptions, last 31 yenrs with the Army.

Bainbridge fought in Europe, was
captured by the Germans at the Battle
of the Bulge and endured the privations
of the prisoner of war until liberated on
Crond Friday, 1045,

“Iwentinto captivity weighing aboul
140 pounds and came out weighing anly
B9 pounds,™ he recalls, He returned 1o
life on a Midwestern farm until the Ko-
rean War “compelled™ him kack to ser-
vice, In retraspect, he writes, .1t was
the greatest thing that ever happened to
me"”

The Army developed Dainbridge
into the perfect MOO: the  witlifarian
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itary had becen al-
lowead 10 run the cain-
paien as # wat and not
a palitical holding ac-
lion, “the final ont-
come would have
been different,”

After selection as
sergeant major of the
Army by a board of
ecneral  officers,
Bamnbridge oblained
improved profession-
al NUO tramning, fur-
thered the acceptance of the enlisced
COrps as co-partners in the malitary mis-
sion with offieers and other reforms,
Hisview ofwomen in the military shows
through when be unabashedly declares,
“T have absolutelv no problem with
women incombat units,” He poes on lo
wrile that, “The wdea thut womoen can't
make good soldiers is a mindset, not an
inconlroverhble fact.”

As SMA, Banbridge sought respect
for MCOs with a show-don't-tell sim-
plicity that supported his leadership
while simultanecusly intimating 1o his
commanders that "Officers command
the Army but XC0s run it
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