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Talking with
Victor charlie:
An Interrogator's Story

Iiv
Sedpwick 1. Tourison Ir.

Batlaniine Books, §9%0,
I pages, 34,85 (PD)

BC0s made significant contributions in
establishing intellipence systems to ex
tract infommnation from eneiny prisoners
and olthers during the Vielnam War, ac-
cording to Tourison. He recounts MO
contributions to intelligence collection,
threaseh inlerropalion, amd 1he value of the
infermation to deciding levels of pricrities
and the order of intel distnbution.

NCDY interropation teams develaped an

index system (currently referred to as the
Enetmy Order of Baltle) (o verify infomoa-
tion collected Trom various suspects and
prizeners of war, mfommahon which op

etatiotis plannets used 1o larget enciiy
positions, tunnel complexes and food or
weapons caches, Trmnslating thousands of
vaptured documnents, inlermegalion leams
identified enemy cadre and verified loca

tions of major enemy units.

The author also raises the izsue of the
lreatinent ol prisoners. He conztantly emn-
phasizes thal humane treatinent of sus-
pects and prisomers results in obtaining
more information than does brutality, This
is one of two important lessons NCOs can
liarn Trom this book, The ether lessan is
thal the combination of initiative, simplic-
ity and hand work can produce anefTective,
functional svstern at any level,

I highly recommend this book and be-
lieve it should be required reading for the
MCOs mointellipence operations,

SGM Koy T. Akiyama

Kiss theBoys
Goodbye

1143
Measikn Jensen Stevensos

T I—'ﬂrrgm'li l';.r'n.r.rjr:!
(AAL-Thetton), 9N,
512 pages, $21.95 1L,
L1095 (Ph)

If even a siiall percentage of the infor-
mation in this book is aceursate, hundreds
of American soldiers might have bean
“sold out™ m Vietnam to protect covert
CLA and military operations in Narth Vist-
tan, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand,

Accordingtothe anthor, the Vietnameasa
aovernment had 8 well-docuwmented his-

lory ol selling French POWs for cach
tipdyy years afler the French abandoned
their military efforts. In 1973, President
Mixon promised 54.5 billion in aid o
Marth Vielnam, Jensen-Stevenson says,
arel it is her theary that ULS. POWeara still
baing heldas ransomfor this unpaid reeon-
struction aid.

Jensen-Stevenson, who worked for 60
Minutes™ as it prepated & 1985 segment of
the program pedaining to POWs, elaims
that the armed services and other govern
ment agencies constantly blocked her ef
forts to prepare that story, including threats
of violence and burglary to her home, Her
interviews seem to confirm that over 370
U5, POWs were being held by the Pathet
Lao and that none were ever refeased,

I almost wizh the book were fiction.
Assuming the accuracy of this book, it
should ke required reading far all soldiers.

MEG Charles B, Carter

On Scrategy II:

A Critical Analysis
of the Gulf War

DOy
COL [Bet] Hamry Sumimers Jr.

Dl Publishing, 1992,
205 pages, 5499 (F8)

The author asks: Will the United States
stay prepared to Fee future mililary chal-
lenges, or revisit past approaches that in-
vited renewed ageressian, Analvzing pasl,
present and future military postures, Sum-
mers brings past failures and the Gulf war
into focus by using Carl von Clausewitz”
“remarkable trinity,” theory that strength
i lhe resuli of unity among the people, the
covernment and the military,

Part one locks at the “Vietmam svn
drome™ in light of this theory and part twa
reviews the major changes that marked the
renaissanee of the U.S. fghting force. Part
three focuses on how the Gulf war joined
the “trimity"” to achieve a clear and deci-
sivie vichory,

I the United States, as the world s only
military superpower, is to be responzikle
for maintaining worldwide peace, the au-
Ther mnaintains it cannot return 1o the past.
He places the reader on notice that drastic
reducti ors in our armed forces or poor pre-
pesitioning of forces and equipment is a
slep backward, The enemy s studying the
steps that were taken to achieve victory in
the Gulf war. The United States might not
have the same advantages in the future.

Senior NCOs and officers must read this
bock to compare its content to measures
being taken today by our political leaders
and ask themselves, "Deja vo?”

MSG Felix L. Santiago

Here are some guidelines for read-
ers who are inlerested in reviewing
bowoks for this columin:

Books should be contemporary,
with copyrights in the 1990z,

Keep the lenpth of reviews abouat

Book Review Guidelines for Journal Contributors

the same size as you see here and in past
issues of the Joumnal.

Includke the full title, publisher, price,
copyright year, number of pages, whether
hardback (HRE) or paperback (PE) and 1he
single eopy price,

Be cntical, but back up your im-
pressions and views with facts.

stick to subjects for which you
have some expertise.

slay with subjects thatshould have
broad importance or appeal.
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