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WATERSHED BOUNDARY DATASET FOR MISSISSIPPI

By K. Van Wilson, Jr., Michael G. Clair Il, D. Phil Turnipseed, and Richard A. Rebich

The U.S. Geological Survey, in cooperation with the Mississippi Department
of Environmental Quality, U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Mississippi Department of Transportation,
U.S. Department of Agriculture-Forest Service, and the Mississippi Auto-
mated Resource Information System developed a 1:24,000-scale Watershed
Boundary Dataset for Mississippi including watershed and subwatershed
boundaries, codes, names, and areas. The Watershed Boundary Dataset for
Mississippi provides a standard geographical framework for water-resources
and selected land-resources planning. The original 8-digit subbasins
(Hydrologic Unit Codes) were further subdivided into 10-digit watersheds
(62.5 to 391 square miles (mi?)) and 12-digit subwatersheds (15.6 to 62.5 mi?)
—the exceptions being the Delta part of Mississippi and the Mississippi
River inside levees, which were subdivided into 10-digit watersheds only.
Also, large water bodies in the Mississippi Sound along the coast were not
delineated as small as a typical 12-digit subwatershed. All of the data—
including watershed and subwatershed boundaries, subdivision codes and
names, and drainage-area data—are stored in a Geographic Information
System database, which are available at: http://ms.water.usgs.gov/.

This map shows information on drainage and hydrography in the form of
U.S. Geological Survey hydrologic unit boundaries for water-resource 2-digit
regions, 4-digit subregions, 6-digit basins (formerly called accounting units),
8-digit subbasins (formerly called cataloging units), 10-digit watershed, and
12-digit subwatersheds in Mississippi. A description of the project study area,
methods used in the development of watershed and subwatershed boundaries
for Mississippi, and results are presented in Wilson and others (2008). The
data presented in this map and by Wilson and others (2008) supersede the
data presented for Mississippi by Seaber and others (1987) and U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey (1977).
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