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Introduction

The bowhead whale, Balaena mysticetus, is now an endangered species following an
intensive commercial fishery for this cetacean for about 300 years, first in the North Atlantic
Arctic from 1610 to 1910, then in the North Pacific Arctic from 1848 to 1910. The intensive
annual hunt by hundreds of whaling vessels reduced the estimated residual bowhead
population in the North Atlantic Ocean to a few hundred animals and that in the North Pacific
Ocean to one or two thousand.

Because of the precarious status of the bowhead, beginning in 1972 the Scientific
Committee of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) expressed concern about the lack
of information on the status of the western Arctic bowhead, especially because of the
continuing annual harvest by Alaskan Eskimos for subsistence and cultural purposes. The
IWC was specifically concerned by the lack of information on population abundance, on the
size of and trends in the subsistence harvest, and on the number of whales which were
struck and lost during the hunt. As part of a research program begun in 1973 by the National
Marine Mammal Laboratory, an extensive search of the literature was conducted to obtain
information needed by scientists studying the natural history and historical record of the
shore-based whaling effort and catch for this endangered species. References on
commercial whaling also were collected. The results of the literature search are presented
here as an annotated bibliography of selected references on the bowhead whale covering the
period of 1767 to 1983.

Scope

The principal objective of this bibliography is to reference early day sources generally not
familiar to or readily available by the public. The list is not comprehensive because of
constraints on time, travel and funds. Many of the references cited were written by first-hand
observers and therefore present original and unique observations on the natural history and
behavior of bowhead whales. Additionally, references were selected from as broad a range of
sources as possible to provide a survey of the various disciplines containing information on
the bowhead. Also, since it was desirable to present a wide range of articles, it was not
practical to list a complete series for each (e.g., a list of works by each author). Lastly,
because of the increasing tempo of research conducted by numerous principals beginning in
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the late 1970s, which was accompanied by a plethora of literature, the bibliography does not
include articles produced beyond 1983.

Because so few publications dealing specifically with the natural history of bowheads
have been produced in past years, it has been necessary to examine a multitude of articles of
diverse origins and topics to compile fragments of information useful to the various ongoing
studies of this cetacean. Some examples of written material containing information on
bowheads includes letters, diaries, journals, logbooks, school newspapers, newspapers,
church records, miscellaneous reports, periodicals, books and scientific papers, published
and unpublished. The subject content in these references ranges from a single statement to a
general discussion of whales and whaling. The references concentrate primarily on bowhead
whales and whaling in the western Arctic (Bering, Okhotsk, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas), but
several from other regions of the Arctic also have been included.

This compilation of selected references chronicles the beginning and ending of the
commercial fishery for bowhead whales in the western Arctic from the early 1840s to about
1910. This fishery was so intense that in a mere 50 years the bowhead population, estimated
to originally number between 10,000 to 20,000 whales, was reduced nearly to extinction.

This bibliography also provides a collection of references from diverse sources on
Eskimo whaling for bowhead whales. Important information collected includes data on
whaling locations, seasons, numbers of crews, whaling gear used, numbers of whales
captured and for those struck but lost or killed and lost. Also, information was noted on whale
products obtained and how they were utilized by the natives.

Several references pertaining to ethnological studies of Eskimos during the period also
have been noted. Many references reveal how seriously the natives were impacted, both
culturally and in their subsistence patterns, by the severe reduction of the bowhead
population by commercial whaling. Some references may be anecdotal in nature but they
provide insight into the complicated Eskimo culture during an important time when outsiders
(whalemen, explorers, missionaries, etc.) began to exert considerable influence upon this
previously isolated population. Sources of this information may be located and expanded
upon by exploring those noted in the acknowledgement section of this publication.

Information in some references occasionally has been cited verbatim because of the
uniqueness of content or method of presentation, some of which may require a bit of
interpretation by the reader. Also, since Eskimos did not have a written language until
modern times, early day authors used phonetic spelling for native words, a practice that
resulted in a variety of spellings for the same subjects. Additionally, an anonymous author
category has been avoided when possible in favor of designating the publisher as the author
to expedite location of such material.

The reader should be aware that numerous colloquial names have been given to
bowhead whales and caution is required when reading some accounts, especially for
references to “right whale(s)” or “whale(s)”. The term right whale generally was used by
whalemen to denote the bowhead because of its abundant oil and baleen, it was relatively
timid and easy to kill, and it usually floated when dead so it was the right whale to kill.

In conclusion, the annotations in this bibliography reflects only that information which the
articles contain on bowhead whales, they do not necessarily represent a complete summary
of the reference. To reiterate, the information presented herein includes only that on the
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natural history of bowhead whales and data on the whale fishery by both natives and
commercial whalers for this species, with emphasis on early day literature.
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Authors of, subject matter, biographical
DISTRIBUTION
Former and present — sightings, carcasses, specimens, factors affecting, limiting and changing, differential,
habitat, oil exploration effects, history — affecting
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Age determination
census — aerial, vessel, counting stations
devices — tracing, activity recording, acoustics, photography
experimental techniques
field recognition — characteristic signs of activity, coloration, scars, voice
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measurement — data recording, physical and chemical properties
miscellaneous — specimens collected
museums — artifacts, baleen, skeletal parts
GROWTH
Length, periodic, maximum attained, age
IDENTITY
Description
Nomenclature — common and scientific, names, ingutuk, Eskimo names
Races or subspecies — genetics, karyotyping
Taxonomy — classifications, systematics
MORPHOLOGY (Form and structure without regard to function)
Measurements — body, parts, estimated weight
Anatomy — histology, comparative serology, cytomorphology, chromosomes-no., etc.
Structure — baleen, skeleton, coloration
NUTRITION
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Feeding behavior
Feeding ground
PATHOLOGY
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Disease
Injuries — scars, wounds
Parasites
Pollution — effects
PHYSIOLOGY (functions and vital processes)
Alimentary — digestion & absorption, blood & lymphatic
Endocrines
Excretory
Integument — skin, glands
Metabolism and diving
Muscle
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Nerve
Receptors
Respiratory
Thermoregulation
POPULATION
Abundance & density — status, numbers observed
Age composition
Age dynamics
Recruitment — theory, calculated, calf counts
Sex ratios — sex of whales caught
Size composition — calves, young, adult (or small, medium, large)
Mortality
Natural — entrapment in ice, strandings (and utilization by people, etc.)
Whaling — struck/lost, killed/lost, stinkers, numbers of whales captured, entrapped in nets
PREDATORS & COMPETITORS
Scavenging
REGULATION & CONSERVATION
Conservation — Greenpeace, etc.
Legislation
Management — quotas for harvest
Regulation — Acts, Treaties, Governments, Eskimo self-regulation
Research agencies
REPRODUCTION
Anatomy
Embryology
Fecundity
Gestation
Lactation
Mating & fertilization
Maturation
Parturition
Periodicity — seasonal and timing
Sex ratio (see Population)
Aberrant phenomena
SKELETAL REMAINS (Also see Archaeology, Field & Laboratory Techniques, Morphology)
Beachcast
Utilization (also see: Whaling: utilization)
WHALING
History
Geographical areas:
Western Arctic = Bering, Chukchi, Beaufort, Okhotsk, East Siberian, Laptev
Eastern Arctic = Atlantic, Barents, Kara
Gear — boats, floats, weapons, cost, tools
Native — crews, techniques, costs
Shore stations
Catch — statistics on whales caught, oil, baleen products, recorded by Eskimos
Film, photographs & drawings — whales, equipment
Utilization — food, houses, implements, fuel, illumination, trade, products (oil, baleen, bones, etc.), arts &
crafts, alternate food sources
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ABBOTT, JEANNE (Anchorage Daily News).

1978. U.S. bowhead regulations up for review. Tundra Times, Fairbanks, AK, Mar. 15,
15(11):16.

Summarizes the imposition of regulations on the Alaskan Eskimo hunt for bowhead whales by the
International Whaling Commission and the U.S. government. The village allocation during 1978 is:
Kaktovik, one whale landed or two struck, whichever occurs first; Nuiqsut, 1-2; Barrow, 3-3;
Wainwright, 2-2; Point Hope, 2-2; Kivalina, 1-2; Gambell, 1-2; Savoonga, 1-2; Wales, zero. Federal
officials said the Eskimo Whaling Commission was instrumental in helping develop the regulations.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, regulation; WHALING-western Arctic, native.

ABDELBAKI, Y. Z., W. G. HENK, J. T. HALDIMAN, R. W HENRY, F. K. AL-BAGDADI, and
D. W. DUFFIELD.

1980. Morphology of the kidney of the bowhead whale (Balaena mysticetus) of Alaska.
(Abstr.) Am. Zool. 20(4):963.

“The gross, subgross, light and electron microscopic morphology of chunks of kidney from 6 Eskimo
harvested bowheads is being studied. Preliminary findings show that the bowhead kidney, as that of
other cetaceans, is highly lobulated. The renicules range from 8.3-14.1 mm in diameter. On the
other hand, it is different from those of other cetaceans as follows: 1) the renicules are each almost
completely invested with relatively thick peritoneal coverings with an extensive layer of areolar CT, 2)
two renal papillae may share one calyx, 3) the intrarenicular sporta muscularis does not contain any
muscle fibers, and 4) extensive branching large diameter and thin walled veins course along side
renicular arteries and ureteral branches. This results in complete investment of these structures by
veins. It is hoped that the significance of these comparative findings will be understood after more
detailed studies are completed.” (From author's abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-anatomy.

ABEGGLEN, CARL E.

1977. Sea mammals: resources and population. /n Melvin L. Merritt and R. Glen Fuller
(editors), The environment of Amchitka Island, Alaska, p. 493-510. U.S. Energy
Res. Dev. Admin., Div. Mil. Appl. Available U.S. Dep. Commer., Natl. Tech. Inf.
Serv., Springfield, VA 22161, as TID-26712.

Archaeological and historic data on animal populations indicate that the species formerly present
were the same as those present today. The bowhead whale is extremely rare in the Aleutians.
Bowheads (p. 505) spend the winter in the loose southern edge of pack ice, which usually extends
across the central Bering Sea from Kuskokwim Bay to the northern shores of Kamchatka Peninsula.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-Bering Sea, winter.



ACHICHA, JIMMY No. 1.

1910. Business letters from two Eskimos. The Nome Daily Nugget, Nome, Alaska.
December 21, 11(7):4.

In a letter to a business associate in Nome, the writer, a Point Hope resident, stated “Cape Simpty
people killed two big whales this fall.” [No other information included on the location, which may be
Cape Simpson, east of Barrow, since whales were taken during the fall.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

ACOUSTICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA.

1981. San Diego workshop on the interaction between man-made noise and vibration
and Arctic marine wildlife, February 25-29, 1980. Unpub. rep. by Acoust. Soc.
Am., [Washington, D.C.], for Alaska Eskimo Whaling Comm., Barrow, AK 99723. 84

p.

Results of workshop convened at request of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission to assess the
state of knowledge of the effects of man-made noise and vibration on Arctic marine wildlife, and to
recommend a research plan to provide the information required for assessing potential
environmental impacts. Subject groups consisted of Biology and Bioacoustics; Arctic Environment,
Engineering, and Acoustics; and Conservation Policies and Programs. Biological information on the
bowhead whale is summarized (p. 6-7), but the frequency range of maximum acoustic sensitivity for
the species is not known (p. 21). Appendix 2 contains abstracts (11 refer specifically to bowheads)
of invited and contributed presentations by individuals.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration, acoustics; DISTRIBUTION-present, Bering, Chukchi, Beaufort Seas, sightings; FIELD &
LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-acoustics; MORPHOLOGY-length at sexual maturity and birth; NUTRITION—food;
REPRODUCTION-mating, gestation, birth, lactation, reproductive cycle, sexual maturity; WHALING-native, Bering, Chukchi,
Beaufort Seas.

ADAMS, JACOB.
1979. The IWC and bowhead whaling: An Eskimo perspective. Orca 1(1):11-12.

Adams, a 31-year old Inupiat Eskimo resident of Barrow, Alaska, Chairman of the Alaska Eskimo
Whaling Commission (AEWC) and a whaling captain, reviews the dilemma facing the Eskimos who
favor continuation of their subsistence and cultural hunt for the bowhead whale as opposed to
concerns by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and the United States Government for the
preservation of the bowhead population. The U.S. proposal at the 1978 meeting of the IWC to limit
the harvest level at 2% of the population estimate was rejected by the IWC, voting instead to grant
the Eskimos 18 whales for 1979 (and 2 additional whales for 1978), less than two-thirds of the
Eskimo declared needs for subsistence. The AEWC subsequently filed an objection to the INC
action and for the Fall hunt and for 1979 the Eskimo whalers will ignore the IWC limits and proceed
as follows:

1.They will continue to engage in their own research on the bowhead whale;

2.Hunting methods and subsistence need limits will be established under AEWC management;
3.The United States regulations implementing the IWC quota will be ignored; and

4.The jurisdiction of the IWC over bowhead whaling by Alaskan Eskimos will be challenged in court.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION—-abundance, recruitment; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING—western
Arctic, native, crews, catch, utilization.



ADAMS, MARIE, and RAY DRONENBURG.

1980. Why not the gray whale? Substitution would affect nutrition, food chain. Arct.
Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 30:9-11.

Responding to present day pressures by external sources, article temporarily presents the position of
the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission regarding the substitution of gray whales for bowheads as
recommended by Storro-Patterson report (1980). Authors state importance of the bowhead whale to
Eskimo culture, religion and nutrition, and how timing of the migration fits into an intricate annual
pattern of subsistence for the people. A number of dietary studies exist on the value of bowhead
whales in the Eskimo diet but no such studies are available at this time for gray whales. Also, all
available evidence indicates that gray whale products are not generally acceptable to the natives,
much waste accompanies the harvest of these animals, and hunting of these whales would result in
an unreliable source of food because of their erratic appearance off whaling villages and would also
severely disrupt normal subsistence activities. Finally, grays are not hunted by Eskimos unless
bowhead hunting fails for some reason and hunger dictates a need for meat.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migrating, timing, relationship with gray whales; DISTRIBUTION—Factors affecting; FIELD & LABORATORY
TECHNIQUES—census; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING-Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch,
utilization, alternate food sources.

ADAMS, RALPHT.
1966. Sailing north for whalebone. Alaska Sportsman 32(7):10-13.

Describes commercial whaling for bowhead whales in the arctic waters of Alaska and the eastern
Beaufort Sea during the period 1848 to 1915. The largest catch made by American whaling vessels
during this period occurred between 1893-1895 when the Narwhal took 69 whales, the Balaena
caught 67, and the Beluga captured 64. Totaling 200 whales with a value of $1,800,000, each whale
was worth $9,000 on the market.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea; MORPHOLOGY-measurements, jaws, baleen; NUTRITION—food and feeding;
WHALING-commercial, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, gear, crews, catch, photographs, utilization.

AGER, THOMAS.

1982. Raven's works. In William W. Fitzhugh and Susan A. Kaplan, Inua: spirit world of
the Bering Sea Eskimos, p. 39-56. Natl. Mus. Nat. Hist., Smithson. Inst. Press,
Washington, D.C.

A description of the geology, flora and fauna of Beringia including Eskimo tales recorded by E. W.
Nelson (1887) that recounted past experiences and events of the area. Tables 13 through 16
present the land and marine mammals, fish, birds, and edible plants utilized by the Eskimos of the
Yukon-Kuskowim Delta-Norton Sound Region; the tables list the common name, genus and species,
and Eskimo name for each. Nelson reported that the bowhead whale, Balaena mysticetus, was
called arveq by the Eskimo (p. 47). The animal resources available to hunters in western Alaska and
eastern Siberia and the seasonal food cycle of these resources are presented in figures 19 and 20
on pages 50-51. “The village of Wales, located at Bering Strait, specializes in hunting large sea
mammals, often including whales (although none were caught in 1972.)".(p. 56)

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, utilization.
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AINLEY, DAVID G., GARY W. PAGE, LISA T. JONES, LYNNE E. STENZEL, and RONALD
L. LEVALLEY; drawings by HELEN C. STRONG.

1980. Beached marine birds and mammals of the North American West Coast: A manual
for their census and identification. U.S.Dep. Inter., Fish Wildl. Serv., Biol. Serv.
Program, Washington, D.C., FWS/OBS-80/03. 207 p.

Key to marine mammals, including bowhead (pp. 168, 180, 190). Skull narrow and long, a regular
semicircular arch; head about one-third of total body length; mouth slit arch-shaped; upper margin of
lower lip bordered by a smooth curved line, without scallop like outgrowths; no outgrowth on upper
side of snout, between its tip and the blowhole; average number of baleen plates 330 per side,
length in the middle of the jaw up to 3.5 m, black in color. Occurs in association with sea ice in the
Arctic Ocean and Bering Sea. It reaches a maximum length of 21 m.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-western Arctic Ocean and Bering Sea; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-field recognition;
MORPHOLOGY-baleen count, measurement.

AIRAPET'YANTS, E. SH., and A. |. KONSTANTINOV.

1970. Ekholokatsiya v prirode (Echolocation in animals). 1zd.”"Nauka,” Leningrad. In
Russian. (Translated by Isr. Program Sci. Transl., 1973, 309 p., avail. U.S. Dep.
Commer., Natl. Tech. Inf. Serv., Springfield, VA., as TT72-50012.)

Reviews existing knowledge of echolocation in animals, including cetaceans (chapters 13-17) and
pinnipedia (chapter 18). Contains information that the swimming speed of bowheads is 7-8 km/hr.
(p. 219) and when diving they can stay down for 60 minutes and even longer (p. 221). Sounds
produced by the bowhead have been recorded by Schevill and Watkins (1962)(p. 235). Also
contains an extensive bibliography.

CIRCUMPOLAR
BEHAVIOR-acoustics, diving, swimming; BIBLIOGRAPHY-acoustics; IDENTITY-drawing.

ALASKA AIRLINES PRIVATE LINE.

1980. Eskimos look toward alternative food sources. Alaska Airlines Private Line, Bus.
News 7(7):3.

Alaska's Bureau of Indian Affairs is providing approximately $90,000 to the Inupiat Community of the
Arctic Slope (ICAS), the regional Indian Reorganization Act Council, to fund a one year project aimed
at finding alternative food resources. So far the money has gone to purchase a 40-ft. fishing vessel
which will be based at Pt. Barrow with crew members from various villages. Goal of the project,
funded by an Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act grant, is to explore the
Beaufort and Chukchi Seas for king crab, bottomfish and clams to supplement the bowhead whale.
The whale has been the mainstay of the Eskimo diet for centuries. Current international agreements
limit the number of whales which can be slaughtered yearly. (From Alaska Airlines Private Line).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, utilization, alternate food sources.



ALASKA AIRLINES PRIVATE LINE.

1982. Whales studied. Alaska Airlines Private Line, Bus. News, Dec., [vol. and no.
omitted], p. 4.

“The petroleum industry and the state of Alaska have recently released the results of a bowhead
whale study completed last summer which shows that the western Arctic bowhead population is at
least 60 percent larger than previously believed. The three-month aerial study conducted by LGL
Ltd. of Toronto, Canada, estimated a maximum of 3,850 animals, more than 1,500 higher than the
2,300 listed by the National Marine Fisheries Service. Since bowheads are considered a rare and
endangered species under both U.S. and international standards, the study directly affects many
groups who hunt the whales for subsistence and the oil and gas industry, which is interested in
offshore exploration.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, aerial; POPULATION—abundance.

ALASKA COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.

1981. Cultural resources in the mid-Beaufort Sea region, a report for the North Slope
Borough's coastal zone management plan, 114 p. North Slope Borough,
Anchorage, Alaska.

Report is a continuation of efforts by the North Slope Borough to identify, preserve, and manage the
historical and cultural resources in the American Arctic. Using the oral data collected by the
Borough's Commission on History and Culture as a base, former residents accompanied scientists to
make on-site determinations for as many cultural sites as possible. The first part of the report is an
article by D. Libbey on cultural resource site identification, and the second part is on cultural
resource site potential by E. S. Hall Jr. Bowhead whaling sites, catches, whale bones and whaling
artifacts are located and discussed.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY-artifacts; DISTRIBUTION—former and present; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; REPRODUCTION-calf;
SKELETAL REMAINS; WHALING-history, western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, gear, photographs, utilization.

ALASKA CONSERVATION REVIEW.
1977. Bowhead hunting stopped. Alaska Conserv. Rev., Summer 1977, p. 8-9.

Discusses implications of the United States decision not to object to the International Whaling
Commission ban on bowhead whaling by Alaskan Eskimos. Article is accompanied by two
photographs from the files of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game showing (1) an Eskimo boat
and crew close to a bowhead whale that either has just been shot or is about to be shot by a darting
or shoulder gun and (2) Eskimos beginning to cut up a landed bowhead whale. Unfortunately, no
additional information accompanies the photographs.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native, gear, catch, photographs (unidentified).

ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING COMMISSION.

1978. Report to the Alaska Eskimo whaling captains by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission. Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, Barrow, Alaska. Various
pagination [23 p.]. Mimeographed. [Unpublished]

The Commission presents a management plan and self-regulation proposals for bowhead

subsistence hunting in 1978 in reference to International Whaling Commission resolutions and U.S.
government regulations.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION—-Regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives.



ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING COMMISSION.

1981. Report on the fall 1981 bowhead whale hunt. Unpub. rep. by Alaska Eskimo
Whaling Commn. to the Administrator, Natl. Ocean. Atmos. Admin., Dep. Commer.
Washington, D.C., December, 5 p.

This unpublished report, prepared by the AEWC in compliance with the March 26, 1981 Cooperative
Agreement between NOAA and the AEWC, supplements the report on the spring hunt submitted in
July 1981. Fourteen whales were landed and 11 struck but lost during the spring hunt. Five strikes
were available to the three fall whaling villages - three for Kaktovik, one for Nuiqsut, and Barrow had
one strike remaining from its spring and fall allocation of 10. During the fall hunt Kaktovik used three
strikes and landed all three whales; one each on September 8, 11 and 22, 1981.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION-management, regulation; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas,
native, catch.

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES.
n.d. Native Alaska: Deadline for justice. Alaska Federation of Natives, Anchorage. 16 p.

Contains two photographs by Howard Rock of bowhead whaling by Eskimos. One photo shows
whaling crew near boat on ice and dead whale in water alongside ice; second photo shows whalers
pulling whale up on ice with block and tackle.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, native, catch, gear; PHOTOGRAPHS-dead bowhead, whalers.

ALASKA FISHERMAN's JOURNAL.
1977. Eskimos vs. federal marshals? Alaska Fisherman's J., 1(1):19.

Briefly reviews the dilemma facing Alaskan Eskimos and the United States Government when the
International Whaling Commission rescinded its outright ban on the native subsistence hunt for
bowhead whales and decided on December 7 to limit the Eskimos to 12 whales killed or 18 struck.
In 1976 and 1977 the harvests were 48 and 29, respectively. The IWC and others are concerned
over the high number of whales that are struck and lost, as in 1976 when 48 were harvested but an
additional 35 were struck and lost and more were killed and lost. The natives cannot ignore the very
real concern for the bowhead whale, and the government should not support or enforce quotas
which are below the Eskimo's nutritional needs unless supported by hard data on the whale stocks.
Present information on the numbers of bowheads is not sufficiently accurate to justify the present 12
whale quota.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, killed and lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas;
WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch.

ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC.
1978. Alaska whales and whaling. Alaska Geogr., vol. 5, no. 4, 144 p.

Describes the distribution, behavior and physical characteristics of the 15 major species of whales,
including the bowhead (p. 63-67), that occur in Alaskan waters. Contains information on the history
of both commercial and Eskimo whaling for bowhead whales including modern day hunting for this
species by Alaskan natives. lllustrated profusely with excellent photographs and drawings.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR—-swimming, diving, migration; DISTRIBUTION-former and present; IDENTITY-description, nomenclature, ingutuk;
MORPHOLOGY-measurements, body, color, baleen; NUTRITION—food and feeding; POPULATION-abundance, mortality,
whaling; REPRODUCTION-mating; WHALING-Bering Sea, Okhotsk Sea, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, history, commercial,
native, gear, shore stations, catch, photographs and drawings, utilization.



ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1970a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The first whale Kkill of the season at
Barrow... Alaska 36(8):26.

A 55-foot bowhead was first whale kill of the season at Barrow, Alaska, in early May. By early May,
Point Hope whalers were reported to have taken four bowheads.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Native, western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1970b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): “Much muktuk” was the word... Alaska
36(9):A1.

“Much muktuk' was the word flashed along Alaska's arctic coast in early June as Barrow whalers
harvested 16 whales and Point Hope hunters added eight more to the season's catch.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1974a. Photograph. Alaska 40(4):40-41.

(Photograph caption). “Success flag flying and red float marking quarry, four skin boats of Luther
Leavitt's whaling crew tow a 20-ton bowhead whale to Barrow.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crew, gear, catch, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1974b. Alaska-Yukon Magazine (News items): Gambell. Alaska 40(7):A12.

Measuring 40 feet, a bowhead whale was taken here on April 26 by Allen Kulukhon, who captained a
skin boat with a two-man crew.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, crews, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1974c. Alaska-Yukon Magazine (News items): Barrow-Biologists spotted 82 bowhead
whales... Alaska 40(12):A2.

Biologists flying over the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas in September spotted 82 bowhead whales in a
single flight. Sighting of more than 40 in a 24-hour period is unusual.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; DISTRIBUTION-sightings, western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea.



ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1975a. These whales are found in Alaska. Alaska 41(2):30-31.

Brief descriptions of whales found in Alaska, with outline drawings of each. Notes that in 1974, two
bowheads were taken by Eskimos from Gambell (St. Lawrence Island), Alaska; seven by Point
Hope crews; one from Wainwright; and six by Eskimo crews from Barrow. A seventh was sighted as
a dead whale at Barrow but could not be retrieved.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-Mortality, killed and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, whale drawings, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1975b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): First whales on Alaska's arctic coast...
Alaska 41(7):22.

Eskimo whalers killed first bowhead of season at Point Hope, Alaska, on April 23, and another was
taken a few days later. Whalers at Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, shot two whales in April but lost
both.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-Mortality, struck and lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1975c. Photograph. Alaska 41(8):A14.

A photograph by Mike Dalton of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner with the caption: “Eskimo whalers
at Barrow had taken 10 of the huge mammals [bowhead whales] by the end of May. Twenty camps
were set up on the edge of the Arctic ice pack near Barrow. This camp scene was photographed in
mid-May 2 miles out on the ice from the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory at Barrow.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews, gear, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1975d. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Better deal for whales. Alaska 41(11):25.

International Whaling Commission quotas for whales have been reduced by 20% for 1976. Alaskan
Eskimos, allowed to kill bowheads for subsistence, harvested 10 whales in spring 1975 at Barrow, 4
at Point Hope; and 1 on St. Lawrence Island. Total catch was 15 compared to 17 for the same
period in 1974.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1976. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Bowhead whale harvest. Alaska 42(10):37.

Alaskan Eskimos in spring 1976 harvested 8 bowhead whales at St. Lawrence Island, 12 at Point
Hope, 3 at Wainwright, and 13 at Barrow for a total of 36. The 1975 kill was 15, and in 1974 it was
20.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.



ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1977a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska 43(6):10.

(Photograph caption) “A whaleboat purchased from Alaskan Eskimos is maneuvered into the
Whaling Museum in New Bedford, Massachusetts. It is one of two found on racks in the Arctic and
purchased for the museum. One of the boats is believed to have come from the steam whaling bark
Balaena, which went aground and broke up in the Bering Strait in 1901. The boat is on display at
the museum through September 6 as part of a “Steam Whaling in the Western Arctic” exhibit.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, commercial, native, gear, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Scientists were expected to resume
counting bowhead and beluga whales. Alaska 43(6):16.

“Scientists were expected to resume counting bowhead and beluga whales in the Arctic this spring
as part of a continuing study of the effects of offshore oil development. The project, begun last
spring by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, counted 1,300 belugas and more
than 350 bowheads in the spring of 1976.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—census.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977c. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Natives took more bowhead whales.
Alaska 43(6):18.

“Natives took more bowhead whales last season than in any since the hunts were first tallied in
1850. Hunters along the Arctic and Bering Sea coasts took 48 of the endangered whales. Meat
from four whales was reported wasted at Barrow, but an official of the National Marine Fisheries
Service said the spoilage was not deliberate. The official said whalers got too far from shore and
when they ran into rough weather on the way back, the meat began to spoil even before the whales
were landed.

Bowheads have been protected from commercial harvest since 1946 and biologists believe there are
only about 1,500 to 3,000 left worldwide. Subsistence hunting is all that has been allowed.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch, utilization.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977d. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Alaska's Eskimo hunters killed 48 bowhead
whales. Alaska 43(6):71, 73.

“Alaska's Eskimo hunters killed 48 bowhead whales, an endangered species, during 1976, state and
federal marine mammal biologists reported last March. It was the largest kill of bowheads in a single
year by Eskimo hunters since records have been kept, about 1850.

Bowheads have been protected from commercial whalers since 1947, but the International Whaling
Commission permits Natives to take bowheads for subsistence.

However, the meat of four bowheads killed at Barrow last fall spoiled before it could be cut up,
according to Dr. George Harry of the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Of the 48 bowheads taken, 23 were killed at Barrow, and marine biologists think that for every whale
killed by Eskimo hunters, 3 to 5 are struck by harpoons but escape, although not all die.

An estimated 1,500 to 3,000 bowheads are left worldwide, mostly in the Bering Sea and the Arctic
Ocean. Bowheads average about 30 feet in length, and weigh about a ton a foot.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance, mortality, struck and lost; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch, utilization.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977e. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Unusually good whale hunting... Alaska
43(8):16.

Alaskan Eskimos of Wainwright, Point Hope, Barrow, Gambell and Kivalina had unusually good
hunting by early June 1977, with 26 bowhead whales killed and retrieved. Another 73 were struck
but not recovered. Two decades ago the average annual take was about 10 but it is now 23. In
1976, 48 were taken, highest total since early 1900s.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, struck & lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1977f. Six bowhead whales in the Arctic. Alaska 43(9):52-53.

(Photograph caption) “Aerial photograph taken during early May flight over the Beaufort Sea, 17
miles east of Barrow, Alaska, shows six bowhead whales engaged in mating activity. Aspects of
reproductive behavior are clearly evident.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR; DISTRIBUTION-Beaufort Sea; REPRODUCTION-mating, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977g. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Bowhead whales were sighted...Alaska
43(10):43-44.

Bowhead whales were sighted in the Mackenzie River estuary in 1976, first in 5 years, by a survey
firm. As many as 45 were seen in a single day during August and September. Total sightings were
almost 90.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-sightings, Beaufort Sea; POPULATION-abundance, density.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1977h. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimos: “We will hunt the bowhead
whale.” Alaska 43(12):34-35.

A complex political/environmental battle over Eskimo bowhead whale hunting --- forbidden by the
International Whaling Commission last June --- will continue this month in Tokyo. After several court
appearances regarding whether the U.S. would or would not object to the ban, the government was
allowed to remain silent, thus implementing the ban. Eskimo whalers, stunned by the June IWC
moratorium, formed the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and announced that the hunt would
continue. A review of events leading up to the December 6-7 meeting of the IWC in Tokyo is
presented.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978a. Letters, Notes and Comments: Letter to Lael Morgan from Craig Van Note.
Alaska 44(1):12-13.

Letter from Craig Van Note, Monitor, to Lael Morgan of Alaska Magazine, inquired whether her
photograph on p. 11, Alaska, September 1977, showed an Eskimo aiming a rifle or shoulder gun at a
bowhead whale from the ice edge. Van Note, during testimony on September 8, 1977 before U.S.
Department of Commerce, cited the photograph as an example of the Eskimo's wasteful hunting.
Text of Van Note's testimony is included.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION—Monitor; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, weapons.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The International Whaling Commission
in early December... Alaska 44(2):33.

The International Whaling Commission in early December 1977 set a yearly quota of 18 bowhead
whales struck, or 12 landed, for Eskimo hunters in Alaska, after earlier banning bowhead hunting.
Alaskan Eskimos said 12 whales were half the nutritional need for people of 8 villages, and they
would not abide by the decision.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, legislation; WHALING-utilization, drawings.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978c. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission... Alaska 44(3):32.

The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission plan for management of bowhead hunting is outlined.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978d. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): One cup of whale flesh meets
nutritional needs... Alaska 44(3):32-33.

Alaska's Cooperative Extension Service reports one cup of whale flesh meets nutritional needs for 1
day in protein, riboflavin, niacin and iron. One-half cup gives U.S. recommended daily allowance
(RDA) of iron. A 3-1/2 ounce serving provides 50% of the RDA of riboflavin and 40% of the RDA of
both protein and niacin. Muktuk, a high energy food, provides some protein, vitamin A, thiamine and
niacin.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Utilization, food.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978e. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers voted in January to
abide... Alaska 44(4):24.

The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) voted in January to abide by the International
Whaling Commission quota of 12 whales landed or 18 struck. The AEWC also assigned quotas to
eight whaling villages. They claim the bowhead population is actually higher than estimate of
between 680-1300.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance & density; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western
Arctic, natives.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978f. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Whaling regulations calling for $100
license... Alaska 44(5):33-34.

The U.S. Department of Commerce in March proposed whaling regulations calling for $100 license
fees for captains and $10,000 fines for violations. Village limits on bowhead whales, matching those
of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, also were set.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978g. Point Hope Eskimos slice sections off the flipper of a bowhead whale
(Photograph). Alaska 44(5):45.

Natives, who prize the flipper as one of the more tasty parts of the whale, cut strips of flipper
composed of equal amounts of skin and blubber to eat raw. In the barrels are mikiag, meat from the
body of the whale fermented in blood.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Western Arctic, native utilization, food.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1978h. The students who went whaling. Alaska 44(5):A30-A32.

Five students from Kodiak, Alaska, visited Point Hope whaling camps in spring 1977 and describe
briefly their experiences and whaling activities observed. The first whale taken this spring at Point
Hope was a 29-footer, captured by Billy Weber and his crew a couple of days before the students
arrived there on May 3. Another whale was taken a day after they departed [approximately May 14].
Other whaling captains identified were Henry Nashukpuk, Elijah Rock, and Joe Tawksjhea.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING-Chukchi sea, native, catch, crews, gear, photographs, utilization.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978i. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimos of Gambell and Savoonga on
Saint Lawrence Island took two bowhead whales... Alaska 44(6):34.

After a late start due to heavy ice conditions and a mid-April storm, the first two whales of the 1978
season were landed by whalers at Gambell and Savoonga. The whalers also wanted to wait until
the larger whales reached the island; the migration of younger, smaller whales had passed the
Bering Sea island in March. Both villages were granted quotas of one whale struck or one landed
each under village quotas set by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and the U.S. Department
of Commerce.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, segregation, timing; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION-
management, quotas; WHALING—-Bering Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978j. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): By mid-May Eskimo whalers.... Alaska
44(7):34,36.

By mid-May Eskimo whalers had taken nine bowhead whales during the first season under an
International Whaling Commission quota of 12 taken or 18 struck. Barrow whalers, allowed only
three bowheads under the quota, took four, and an argument developed with National Marine
Fisheries Service officials over whether the whales were bowheads or what the Eskimo call ingutuq.
Other villages that successfully landed whales included Gambell (1), Savoonga (1), Point Hope (2),
and Wainwright (1). Additionally, two whales at Gambell and one at Point Hope were struck and lost.
At Wainwright, a 2-foot fetus was discovered in the 53-foot, 6-inch female landed there. It was the
fourth fetus known to have been taken from a pregnant bowhead. Two years ago Barrow whalers
removed a 7-foot [sic] fetus from a whale and in the late 1960s a 5-inch and a 10-inch fetus were
found. A census crew at Barrow reported 500 bowheads sighted by May 7, and during the same
period an Eskimo crew reported an additional 200 whales. Estimates of the bowhead population
range from 600 to 3,000. The lack of an accurate count is partially responsible for the
implementation of the quota.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—census; IDENTITY-nomenclature, ingutuq; REPRODUCTION- fetuses; WHALING—
western Arctic, native, catch, photographs.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978k. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Specimens from a whale Barrow
Eskimos call ingutuk were sent to a laboratory... Alaska 44(8):54-55.

“Specimens from a whale Barrow Eskimos call ingutuk were sent to a laboratory to determine if the
animal is a different species from the bowhead. Barrow whalers took four whales last spring, one
over the quota set by the U.S. Department of Commerce, but they claimed two of the whales were
ingutuk, not bowheads. A statement from the North Slope Borough said the whales were black right
whales and not covered by the quota.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-specimens; IDENTITY—-nomenclature, Eskimo, ingutuk;— POPULATION—mortality,
whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING—Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978l. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers will be allowed to...
Alaska 44(9):26.

The International Whaling Commission in June granted an increase of two bowhead whales to
Alaskan Eskimo whalers in 1978 and increased the 1979 quota to 18 whales taken or 27 struck.
Eskimos had requested 37 killed or 45 struck based on scientist's beliefs that 2% harvest of
estimated population of 2,264 (1,700 were counted in spring migration) would not harm the
population.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-Abundance & density; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING-western
Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978m. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Nineteenth century whalers in the
North Pacific and Arctic Oceans... Alaska 44(11):20,22.

Early whalers in the Arctic Oceans reported three different kinds of black whales, today collectively
called “right whales”: A large black whale resembling the right whale (Eubalaena glacialis); a “great
polar (or ice) whale”; and the bowhead (Balaena mysticetus). Early whalers and Eskimos
recognized the ‘ice whale’ as smaller and distinct from the bowhead and called it Poggy, Inito, Inyuto,
Inutok, or today's term Ingutuk. Dr. Floyd Durham, reviewing morphological characteristics of the
Ingutuk and bowhead, concluded the evidence seems overwhelmingly in favor of continuing to
recognize Balaena mysticetus as a monotypic species. (Reprinted from Northwest and Alaska
Fisheries Center Monthly Report, May 1978; National Marine Fisheries Service, Seattle, WA).

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-Nomenclature.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1978n. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Barrow whalers... Alaska 44(11):24.

Eskimo whalers at Barrow, Alaska, planned to begin a fall bowhead hunt to satisfy nutritional needs
of the community despite a prohibition by the government. Villagers at Nuigsut and Kaktovik were
allowed one whale each during the fall hunt because ice conditions in spring prevent them from
whaling. The National Marine Fisheries Service would not interfere with the banned hunt but would
turn information on whales killed over to the Justice Department.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, natives.



15

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

19780. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): In mid-September the state
postponed... Alaska 44(11):53.

The State of Alaska in mid-September postponed indefinitely an oil lease sale in the Point
Thompson-Flaxman Island Area of the North Slope. One of five main reasons was that Eskimos and
the Greenpeace Foundation opposed the sale for fear oil activity and possible drilling accidents
would harm wildlife stocks, including bowhead whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION—conservation, management, Beaufort Sea.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1978p. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers at Kaktovik took two
bowhead whales... Alaska 44(12):22.

Eskimo whalers at Kaktovik, Alaska, killed two bowhead whales during the fall migration, but winds
and ice conditions prevented Barrow and Nuigsut crews from hunting. By early October the total
was 12 for the year, although the International Whaling Commission had set a quota of 14.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, natives, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1978q. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska 44(12):24.

(Photograph caption) “North Slope School District employees Steve Mello and Stuart Johnson swam
near a bowhead whale in the Arctic Ocean off Barrow. While the whale wouldn't let them approach
too close, they got close enough to be tumbled around in the wake of the flukes.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-reaction to humans, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A planned gravel island for an offshore
oil well ... Alaska 45(1):65.

Eskimos of Barrow, Alaska, and villages of Nuigsut and Kaktovik sued the Exxon Oil Company, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Alaska Department of Natural Resources claiming a planned
gravel island for an offshore oil well near Duck Island in the Beaufort Sea threatens to alter bowhead
migrations, and the company and agencies had not filed an environmental impact statement.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION—-conservation, management, Beaufort Sea.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers lost a round in their
court battle... Alaska 45(3):27.

Alaskan Eskimo whalers, who had sought an injunction against a quota of 18 bowhead whales set by
the International Whaling Commission in 1979, had their challenge dismissed by a federal district
court judge in January.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979c. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Bowhead quotas for Alaska's whaling
villages... Alaska 45(4):36. (From Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)

Bowhead quotas for Alaska's whaling villages were proposed by the National Marine Fishery [sic]
Service (NMFS) in January and Eskimo whalers quickly reiterated their vow to ignore the quotas,
which were a refinement of the 18 whales landed or 27 struck allowed by the International Whaling
Commission. Village quotas set by the NMFS are: Gambell, 2 landed or 3 struck; Savoonga, 2/3;
Wales, 1/1; Kivalina, 1/2; Point Hope, 2/3; Wainwright, 2/3; Barrow, 5/7; Kaktovik, 2/3; and Nuiqgsut,
1/3. The NMFS also proposed regulations prohibiting killing a calf or whale with a calf, setting
license-registration procedures and setting penalties for violators. Eben Hopson, North Slope
Borough mayor and outspoken critic of the quotas, stated whalers would ignore the quotas and
regulations, particularly the struck-and-lost provision. He said whalers would stick to their own quota
of 2% of the known whale population, which, according to various reports, is estimated at less than
3,000.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING-western Arctic, native, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE, with photographs by BILL BACON.
1979d. The long wait: Eskimo spring bowhead whaling. Alaska 45(6):6-8.

Brief article on Eskimo subsistence whaling based upon photographs taken by Bacon over a 30 year
period. One photograph shows a dead bowhead floating alongside the ice edge preparatory to
being pulled up on the ice for butchering (no identification of village or year.); another shows two old
brass shoulder guns; and a photograph of the nulakatuk celebration shows two flags but neither can
be identified.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Bering, Chukchi Seas, native, catch (unidentified), gear, photographs.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979e. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Saint Lawrence Islanders were at sea in
mid-April searching for the first bowhead whales of the season. Alaska 45(6):26.

Although no whales had been taken by April 13, the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Polar Sea reported
seeing bowheads 50 miles south of the island. The vessel with a group of scientists aboard was
cruising the Bering Sea in an effort to obtain data on the population of bowhead whales. Others were
working out of Barrow for the same purpose. More accurate figures on the population are needed for
better management of the Eskimo take of whales, a matter of some disagreement between scientists
and the hunters. Twelve whales were taken last year under a quota extended to 14 after the season
began. Barrow whalers were unsuccessful during their fall hunt last year.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration, timing; DISTRIBUTION-sightings; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, vessel, stations;
POPULATION-mortality, whaling; REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi &
Beaufort Seas, native, catch.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979f. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Whalers at Point Hope had taken three
bowheads by mid-May... Alaska 45(7):22.

Eskimo whalers at Point Hope, Alaska, had taken three bowheads by mid-May 1979, the only three
taken on the northwest Alaska coast in the spring hunt to that time. The catch violated the village
quota of two set by the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Alaska quota of 18 established
by the International Whaling Commission. The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, however,
intends intentionally to ignore the IWC quota and take 2% of the estimated population of about 2,300
bowheads.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979g. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): By early June Eskimo whalers... Alaska
45(8):22.

By early June Eskimo whalers had taken seven bowheads: three at Barrow, one at Wainwright, and
three at Point Hope. At Barrow, the William Kaleak crew took the first, a 27-footer. Horace
Ashogeak and Burton Rexford took the other two. One bowhead was taken at Wainwright by two
crews in combination captained by Fred Ahmoagak and Andrew Ekakh. Hunters at Gambell took a
gray whale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, natives, crews, catch, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979h. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Commercial whaling would be
stopped... Alaska 45(9):22,24.

Alaskan Eskimos did not fill the bowhead quota allowed in spring 1979 because of ice conditions.
Three were taken at Point Hope and three at Point Barrow. An article is quoted from the Arctic
Coastal Zone Management Newsletter reporting strange behavior of four bowhead whales taking
away a probably dead whale, one bowhead even flipping the dead whale into the air with its flippers
before it was pulled under the water.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, natives,
catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979i. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers were held to the same
limit... Alaska 45(10):20.

The International Whaling Commission, at a meeting in London in July 1979, set a limit of 18
bowhead whales taken or 26 struck by Alaskan Eskimos for 1980, the same as during 1979. The
quota is about 1% of the estimated bowhead population while Eskimos wanted 2%. Only nine
bowheads were taken in the 1979 season.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; WHALING—western Arctic, natives, catch.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979j. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A petroleum lease sale on 514,000
acres in the Beaufort Sea. Alaska 45(11):34.

Under conditions of a petroleum lease sale scheduled for Dec. 11, 1979, drillers on 514,000 acres in
the Beaufort Sea could operate only between November 1 and March 31, pending outcome of a
study of bowhead and gray whale migrations.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, Beaufort Sea.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1979k. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Manmade obstacles don't disturb
whales... Alaska 45(11):36.

Two scientists brought to Alaska by Sohio-BP Alaska to talk with North Slope villagers about
concerns over the effects of offshore drilling on bowhead whale migrations reported manmade
obstacles don't disturb whales from their migration paths.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-conservation, management.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

19791. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Three U. S. scientists boarded a Soviet
research vessel... Alaska 45(12):38.

Three U.S. scientists boarded a Soviet research vessel at Saint Lawrence Island in September to
participate in the first joint research project on bowhead whales. The scientists, representing the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, expected to spend a month
in the Chukchi Sea aboard the 200-foot research vessel Avangard.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-sightings, Chukchi Sea; POPULATION—-abundance and density.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1979m. Introduction to Alaska 1980: Arctic. Alaska 45(12):110-111.

An old photograph shows a Barrow crew, flying a flag of success, as the crew tows a 20-ton
bowhead back to the village. A second photograph shows children eating slices of raw bowhead
whale flipper during the Point Hope Whaling Festival.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, photographs, utilization.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Whalers from Kaktovik on Barter
Island... Alaska 46(1):18-19.

The bowhead whale catch of Alaska Eskimos totaled 12 of 18 allowed under the quota. Crews at
Kaktovik on Barter Island and at Point Hope exceeded their village quotas, however. Kaktovik crews
took five in the fall hunt. Fog and wind hampered whalers at Nuigsut and Barrow. The violation at
Point Hope was submitted to the legal department of the National Marine Fisheries Service. A 45-
foot male bowhead beached 15 miles east of Barrow but cause of death could not be determined.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, stranding; WHALING—-western Arctic, natives, catch.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1980b. The Six Alaskas: Arctic. Alaska 46(2):28-29.

Subsistence whaling is still an important part of Eskimo life. Some Eskimos hunt bowheads from
oar-powered walrus skin boats using harpoons and equipment adapted from ancestral models,
coordinating their efforts with modern radios. Charles Brower, who came north in days when Barrow
was a supply point for the Yankee whalers who hunted the bowhead almost to extinction for their
baleen and oil, stayed to become the town's most famous resident and titled his autobiography “50
Years Below Zero.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, history, native, gear.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1980c. Alaska-Yukon Magazine: Nome. Alaska 46(3):A14.

Three American scientists landed here last October after four weeks aboard the Soviet whaling ship
Avangard observing bowhead whales in the Chukchi and Bering Seas. They followed the icepack
and whales to as far as 74° north latitude between Wrangel and Herald Islands and took sections of
blubber from some whales. They hoped to learn if bowheads of the Siberian side were at all different
from those in American waters.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-present; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-biopsy; IDENTITY-races.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980d. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A federal judge... Alaska 46(4):22.
(From the Anchorage Daily News)

“A federal judge has blocked issuance of nearly $500 million in federal and disputed oil lease tracts
in the Beaufort Sea. U.S. District Court Judge Aubrey Robinson in January said the federal
government must do more research on the possible impact of Beaufort Sea oil and gas drilling on the
bowhead whale and on the North Slope Inupiat Eskimos...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, Beaufort Sea.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980e. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Disagreement over the appropriate
Eskimo take of bowhead whales... Alaska 46(4):25. (From the Anchorage Times)

“Disagreement over the appropriate Eskimo take of bowhead whales, an endangered species, may
lead to a showdown this year, according to a National Marine Fisheries Service enforcement official.
Proposed NMFS regulations released in January include the quotas set by the International Whaling
Commission: 18 whales landed or 26 struck, whichever comes first. However, the Eskimo Whaling
Commission have set a quota of 45 whales. That commission refuses to recognize the authority of
either the International Whaling Commission or NMFS ... The Eskimo Whaling Commission has
disputed the data upon which federal quotas have been set and has said there are legitimate needs
for a higher quota.”

This year's quotas by village are: Kaktovik (2 landed or 3 strikes), Nuiqsut (1/1), Barrow (5/7),
Wainwright (2/3), Point Hope (2/3), Kivalina (1/2), Gambell (2/3), Savoonga (2/3), and Wales (1/1).

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, quota; WHALING—-western Arctic, natives.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980f. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The 1980 bowhead whale harvest...
Alaska 46(5):14,16. (From the Anchorage Times)

The 1980 bowhead whale harvest should be no more than 2% of the best population estimates,
according to a resolution adopted by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission in February. Under
the quota set in the resolution each village will take no more than is needed for the community. The
commission also asked the federal government to fund research to improve chances of landing
whales with hand-held weapons. A bowhead whale study by the Institute of Arctic Biology at the
University of Alaska was to be completed by April 30 for presentation to the International Whaling
Commission. The $35,800 contract issued by the Bureau of Indian Affairs calls for six factors to be
considered: importance of the bowhead in the diet; possible adverse effects of shifts to non-native
foods; availability and acceptability of nontraditional foods; historical take of bowheads by Eskimos;
integrative function of the bowhead hunt in the native community; and ecological considerations.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native, gear, utilization.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980g. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Although the bowhead whale... Alaska
46(8):23, 64-65.

Fifteen bowhead whales were taken and 26 struck this spring. Although the statewide quota set by
the International Whaling Commission had not been violated, its village quota was exceeded at
Barrow by four whales. The harvest was ordered halted May 29 and National Marine Fisheries
Service investigative reports on the violations were sent to Washington, D.C. for deliberation. The
scientific coordinator for the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission stated that “we do not like the idea
of a quota per village, nor the particular overall quota set by the IWC. The commission has set its
quota at 48 whales or 2% of the known population and has not exceeded that.” In another village
quota departure, Shaktoolik got a whale when none was allocated to it, the first time in recent history.
This catch was attributed to an ice barrier in the Bering Strait that delayed the spring migration.
Additional village catches were Savoonga, 2; Gambell, 1; Wales 1; Wainwright, 1; and Barrow, 9.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING—-western Arctic, native, catch, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980h. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A decision on whether to prosecute two
Barrow whaling crews... Alaska 46(9):69.

The over-all International Whaling Commission (IWC) quota of bowheads struck and whales taken
was not exceeded, but natives at Barrow took nine whales rather than the seven assigned. A
decision on whether to prosecute two whaling crews for taking whales beyond the federal quota
assigned to their village was expected from the federal government after a July meeting of the IWC.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-harvest quota; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1980i. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The bowhead whale ... Alaska
46(11):27. (From Anchorage Daily News)

The bowhead whale quota for Alaska's Eskimos was reduced by the International Whaling
Commission in late July. The IWC allocated a 3-year catch quota of 65 bowhead whales struck and
45 landed, with no more than 17 landed in a single year. The 1980 quota is 36 bowheads struck and
18 landed. To date the Eskimos have struck 31 and landed 16. New data indicating the bowhead
herd is declining reportedly prompted the decision for a reduced quota.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, harvest quota; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1981a. Alaska-Yukon Magazine: Barrow. Alaska 47(3):A28-A29.

Eskimo whalers continue to contest bowhead harvest quotas set by the International Whaling
Commission and enforced by the United States. Individuals subpoenaed to appear before a grand
jury convened in November still refuse to appear. The IWC's limit of 18 bowheads taken and 26
struck in a season was denounced by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, whose quota allows
45 bowheads to be taken in a year.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native, gear, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1981b. Alaska-Yukon Magazine: Photograph. Alaska 47(3):A36.

(Photograph caption) “Umiaks, the skin boats in which the Eskimos hunt the bowhead whales by
traditional methods, rest on a rack out of harm's way at Gambell on Saint Lawrence Island. The
whaling season begins in early spring when the giant mammals follow leads opening between shore
and pack ice in their annual migration along Alaska's northwest coast. (Chlaus Lotscher)”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, gear, photograph.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981c. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Kudos for Alaska filmmakers! Alaska
47(4):17.

The Sea is our Life, produced by Bo Boudart of Anchorage, was one of three Alaskan films to win top
honors at the Fifth Annual American Film Festival, held in San Francisco. The 16-minute
documentary [containing footage on bowhead whaling] focuses on North Slope Inupiat opposition to
the Beaufort Sea oil and gas lease sale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, film.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981d. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): We've never been conquered...Alaska
47(4):20.

In a class action suit filed in federal court, Inupiat Eskimos on the North Slope asked the court to
order all revenues from mineral development be held in trust for the Eskimos. They claim sovereign
jurisdiction over the Beaufort Sea beyond Alaska's three-mile limit and that their searches for
bowhead and other wildlife will be irreparably damaged by oil development in the area.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—factors; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981e. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): It may not be offshore oll
development... Alaska 47(4):21.

“It may not be offshore oil development but the International Whaling Commission that poses the
greatest threat to traditional Eskimo whaling. Proposed whaling quotas released by biologists in the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would bar two of the nine North Slope Native
villages from hunting bowhead whales by 1983. Nuigsut would not be allowed to hunt in 1982 or
1983, while Kivalina would be barred from the hunt in 1983.

Once the quotas are finalized, the United States is required to enforce them, and this has stirred up
intense controversy among Alaska's Inupiats who depend on subsistence whaling for food. In the
opposite camp are environmentalists, who claim even subsistence whaling will wipe out the
endangered bowhead whales, estimated to number about 2,264.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-western Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1981f. The rare beauty of baleen. Alaska 47(5):12.

To artists and craftsmen, the shell-like black or brown baleen is a valued medium for the creation of
fine decorative items. The baleen plates of the bowhead, numbering up to 600, are the longest of
any whale species, some reaching 12 feet or more in length. Photographs show residents of
Gambell gathered around a huge fan of baleen during the butchering of a bowhead whale and some
of the items made by artisans from baleen.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-museums; MORPHOLOGY-baleen; WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Sea, native,
catch, utilization, photographs.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1981g. Photograph. Alaska 47(5):34.

(Photograph caption) “During a whale hunt, Eskimos from the village of Gambell on Saint Lawrence
Island power their umiaks, walrus- or bearded seal skin-covered boats, with sails. After the whale is
struck and the need for silence is gone, the hunters switch to outboard motors. (Chlaus Lotscher)”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, gear, photograph.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981h. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): And in other whaling news... Alaska
47(7):25.

North Slope whalers and the federal government signed an agreement that reduced National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration management of the whale harvest and shifted responsibility
to the Eskimos through the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission. The cooperative agreement allows
whalers to land 17 whales or a total of 32 strikes. It allows whalers to land more than 17 simply by
paying a “civil assessment” for each whale over the quota, up to a limit of 32 strikes. The extra-
whale fee is designed to discourage unnecessary kills and is expected to range between $1,000 and
$5,000 per bowhead.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING—-western Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981i. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Two species of cetaceans... Alaska
47(7):56-57. From Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv. Northwest and Alaska Fish Cent., Monthly
Rep., Feb. 1981.

Pre-exploitation population levels have been recently estimated for the western Arctic Ocean stock of
bowhead whales and the North Pacific Dall's porpoise.

Pre-exploitation levels were estimated for bowhead whales in response to recommendations of the
International Whaling Commission Scientific Committee. To estimate the initial (1848) population
size, the population model was projected forward by computer with a “guessed” initial size and a set
of reasonable values for the natural mortality rate, maximum net recruitment rate, and lag time (time
from birth to age at which young become vulnerable to the fishery). The process was repeated with
revised initial values until the current population size projected by the model was equal to 2,250, the
best estimate of the current population. Preliminary results suggest that the historical population size
of the western Arctic bowhead whales ranged from 14,000 to 26,000.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance, model.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981j. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Concerned that seismic exploration...
Alaska 47(12):31.

“Concerned that seismic exploration for oil and gas was threatening the fall migration of bowhead
whales, Alaska's Commissioner of Natural Resources John Katz ordered a halt to the underwater
blasting offshore of Kaktovik in the Beaufort Sea. The commissioner's ruling affects only permits
granted by the state. The department has issued a permit to Energy Analysts Exploration 48, Inc., in
June; Katz was named DNR commissioner in July.

Katz said issuance of permits in the future will involve local officials. Kaktovik, a whaling village 75
miles from the Canadian border, is within the North Slope Borough. Borough officials had feared the
exploration work, which involves setting off small, underwater explosions and then charting the
sound waves to make a picture of the rock formations under the sea, would interfere with the whales
and fall whaling activities.

“We need to bear the responsibility for the exploration and development activity that we have
initiated,” said Katz, who is considering opening a DNR office in Barrow.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION—factors; WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1981k. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The International Whaling
Commission... Alaska 47(12):33.

“The International Whaling Commission, meeting in Brighton, England, commended Alaska Eskimos
for their “good will” in observing whale-catch quotas set by the 30-nation commission last year. The
commission also praised efforts of Alaska's whalers to reduce the number of strikes, which are hits
that injure but don't kill. Alaska's three-year quota is 45 whales killed and landed and 65 strikes. By
August of this year Alaska whalers had killed 14 and struck 25 whales, the Anchorage Daily News
reported.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1982a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): An organization that represents the
Eskimo populations... Alaska 48(1):39-40.

“The Inuit (Eskimo) Circumpolar Conference hopes to define the differences between commercial
and subsistence whaling and to have that definition accepted by the International Whaling
Commission. Attempts to impose IWC quotas on Eskimo subsistence whalers have raised strong
objections from the Eskimo community, which claims that declines in whale populations are related
primarily to commercial whaling, as opposed to subsistence hunting. The first meeting of the ICC
was held in 1977 in Barrow. The ICC is concerned with common problems related to whaling,
subsistence, and oil and gas development.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1982b. Alaska-Yukon Magazine (News items): Anchorage. Alaska 48(5):A13.

“Anchorage --The Eskimo's subsistence hunting of the bowhead whale could be banned sometime
next year, the chief executive of the International Whaling Commission said here at the conclusion of
a week-long conference of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission. The January meeting explored
more accurate methods of counting the whales, which are the most endangered of the whale
species.

Commission secretary Ray Gambell, whose organization represents 35 nations and regulates
whaling throughout the world, said higher counts of bowhead whales would stop pressure by the
international scientific community to ban hunting. The world's bowhead population is estimated at
2,500. The Eskimos say many bowheads are not counted.

The International Whaling Commission will meet in July on the world status of the bowhead whales,
and Gambell said he foresees a possible repeat of a previous commission ban on bowhead hunting.
That ban was reversed at the urging of Inupiat Eskimos and the U.S. government.

Gambell said the concern is that the species already is doomed. “It's really depressing,” he told the
Anchorage Daily News. “On the available evidence, the odds are against its [survival].”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-western Arctic, native.
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ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1982c. The Alaska Sportsman (News items): Nineteen bowhead whales... Alaska
48(8):56.

Nineteen bowhead whales may be killed this year under the agreement signed in March between the
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
Under the agreement, the Eskimos will manage their own hunt with technical assistance and
monitoring by NOAA. Quotas were established for each of the nine whaling villages: Barrow (5),
Point Hope (3), Savoonga (2), Gambell (2), Wainwright (2), Kaktovik (2), Kivalina (1), Wales (1), and
Nuigsut (1). The agreement prohibits the killing of calves or adult whales with calves. In hopes of
leaving the breeding stock intact, whaling captains are being encouraged to take whales under 39
feet which are presumably sexually immature. Mature bowheads may reach 50-60 feet in length.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; REPRODUCTION-maturity; WHALING—-western Arctic, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.
1982d. Alaska-Yukon Magazine (News items): Anchorage. Alaska 48(8):A28.

“Anchorage--A federal recommendation to lengthen the oil drilling season in the Beaufort Sea to 10
months has been met with mixed reactions from whalers and members of the oil industry. The
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission was disappointed with the recommendation, according to Marie
Adams, executive director. The commission sought retention of the five-month drilling limit, fearing
that oil spills or blowouts during the spring and fall months could cause significant harm to whales.
Although the opinion does require that no drilling be conducted when whales are in the area, the oil
industry was pleased with the recommendation. “It's about 80% of what we wanted,” said Roger
Hererra, exploration officer for Sohio Alaska Petroleum Company.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—factors; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING—-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native.

ALASKA MAGAZINE.

1982e. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Six Eskimo whale hunters... Alaska
48(9):30.

Six Eskimo whale hunters, tossed into the cold Bering Sea by a 50-foot whale they had harpooned,
survived the incident without serious injury. The whale escaped and, as it was Savoonga's second
strike this season, it signaled the end of the village's bowhead whaling season because its quota had
been used. A week earlier a Savoonga crew had landed the first bowhead--a 44-foot female. In
1976 a similar accident near Barrow resulted in the death of one hunter.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA MISSIONARY CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.
1979. Letters to the Editor: Whaling. Tundra Times, June 27, 16(25):12.

A resolution was passed by the Alaska Missionary Conference of the United Methodist Church, in
session at Anchorage, June 16, 1979, in support of the recommendations of the Alaska (Eskimo)
Whaling Commission in reference to the subsistence harvesting of bowhead whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-native, utilization.
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ALASKA NATIVE TIMES.

1980. Alaska challenge: is the whale hunt over for Eskimos? Alaska Native Times,
7(6):4-5.

Article has been edited from the book Alaska Whales and Whaling by Alaska Geographic, and all
photographs were by courtesy of that publication except where noted. One photograph, however,
showing a landed whale being cut up by Eskimos, does not contain a source or caption and does not
appear in the Alaska Geographic issue cited. Three other photographs included in the article are
credited to Bill Marquette, National Marine Mammal Laboratory, NOAA [Identifying information on
these are on file at the laboratory located at Seattle, Washington.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, gear, photographs (one unidentified).

ALASKA OFFSHORE.

1982a. New study: Bowhead population greater. Alaska Offshore, Anchorage, AK,
November, p. 1, 6, 8.

A new survey commissioned by Sohio Petroleum and nine other oil companies and conducted by
LGL Limited of Toronto indicates a bowhead population conservatively estimated at 3,842. The
aerial census was conducted during the summer over open water of the eastern Beaufort Sea at a
height of 500 to 1,000 feet. In addition to providing new population information, aerial photography
revealed that the whales could be identified as individuals by distinctive patterns of markings and
colors, thus providing biologists the potential to learn details of the whales' movement patterns,
growth and calving intervals between years.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, swimming; DISTRIBUTION-sightings, summering area; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-
census, aerial, photography, field recognition, measurement; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; POPULATION-abundance.

ALASKA OFFSHORE.
1982b. Why whale research? Alaska Offshore, Anchorage, AK, December, p. 2.

Editorial on Sohio Petroleum Company's interest in financing research to obtain baseline biological
information on the bowhead whale and its passage through Alaskan waters.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION—conservation.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1937. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): To engage in the sport of hunting
whales... Alaska Sportsman 3(6):21.

“To engage in the sport of hunting whales, heretofore overlooked by big-game hunters, Joseph Lilly,
of Des Moines, lowa, went north late in April with James Allen, Wainwright, Alaska, trader, who has
killed thirty-two whales from lightweight skin canoes. They will hunt with Eskimos in the ice floes of
the Arctic.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1938. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): An abundant supply of winter meat...
Alaska Sportsman 4(4):19.

“An abundant supply of winter meat is reported to have been taken by natives in Interior and
Northern Alaska, including caribou from the large migration in the Koryukuk, 700 walrus at King
Island, 700 on the Diomede Islands, and 400 at St. Lawrence Island. Eskimos in villages along the
Arctic coast killed 15 whales.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1941. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A. D. Johnson, of the U.S. Reindeer
Service... Alaska Sportsman 7(10):21.

“A. D. Johnson, of the U.S. Reindeer Service, reports from Barrow that after last winter's lean
months, the Eskimos along the Arctic Coast gave whaling their serious attention and that twenty-
three whales were taken during the spring season, eight of them at Barrow and fourteen at Point
Hope. The twenty-third, a drifter that had been bombed at Barrow, drifted ashore at Wainwright
where the Eskimos worked it up and stored it against the coming winter.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, killed and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1943a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Eskimo whalers of the Arctic Coast...
Alaska Sportsman 9(1):19.

“Eskimo whalers of the Arctic Coast don't try to hang onto a harpooned whale. The moment the
harpoon is set the harpooner's helper tosses the harpoon line and float overboard. The line is about
a hundred feet long. The float is an inflated seal-skin. The whalers then follow the float with their
skin boats, setting more harpoons, if possible, until the whale is exhausted enough for them to
approach and use the lance. In 1941, Point Hope native whalers made thirteen strikes and landed
five whales in this manner.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, struck and lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, gear.
ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1943b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): A hunter from Barrow... Alaska
Sportsman 9(3):18.

“A hunter from Barrow got one whale during the last season. The hunters of Wainwright got 85
walrus, and those of Barrow, 117 walrus.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1946. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska Sportsman
12(11):25.

(Photograph caption) “Recently the British Government has been sponsoring the whale as a means
of helping relieve the food shortage in Europe, and has set to work to determine the nutritional value
and palatability of whale meat. To the Eskimos of the American Arctic, the whale has always been a
highly valued source of food, and the capture of a whale a good reason for rejoicing. The photo
below shows Barrow Eskimos turning out en masse to help drag a whale onto the beach and butcher
it. Besides meat the whale yields oil, bone, and baleen.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, utilization, photograph.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1947a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska Sportsman
13(3):22.

(Photograph caption) “After a successful whale hunt comes the gigantic though satisfying task of
dragging the animal onto the ice and butchering it. Shown in the photo below are two Point Hope
Eskimos and a small, newly captured whale which is being pulled by its tail onto the shore ice. The
choicest bits, the flukes of the powerful tail, have already been removed, and a strip of much prized
muktuk, or blackskin with a layer of blubber, has been cut off the belly.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, photograph.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.
1947b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Tokpuk. Alaska Sportsman 13(5):24.
“Tokpuk, the mightiest whale hunter of Barrow, died in March at the age of eighty-three. The aged

Eskimo had killed more than a hundred whales during his life, three of them during the last season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, native, crews, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.
1948. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska Sportsman 14(1):18.

(Photograph caption) “It is a glad day for the entire Eskimo village when its hunters return with a
whale. Everyone shares in the spoils. The photo below shows Eskimos on the beach at Point
Barrow butchering a freshly killed whale. On the shore are chunks of skin and blubber, which will
make hundreds of pounds of much relished muktuk. It is interesting to note that the two boats in the
foreground are not the traditional skin-covered oomiaks, but conventional wooden dories. Outboard
motors are popular among the Eskimos, who are mechanically skillful.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, native, gear, catch, photograph.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN

1949. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska Sportsman
15(10):21.
(Photograph caption) “Once caught, killed and dragged onto the shore, even a middle-sized whale
like the one shown below provides tons upon tons of edible meat and blubber. Even its baleen

strainer is useful in making baskets and tools, and its giant ribs are ready-made rafters for the
Eskimo's sod igloo.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch, photograph, utilization.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1950. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): There was great joy in Barrow... Alaska
Sportsman 16(9):21.

“There was great joy in Barrow last May when the village hunters brought in three whales, enough to
supply the 500 Barrow Eskimos with meat, oil and blubber for months. The whales, 26, 35 and 59
feet long, were captured in an open lead in the ice only half a mile from shore...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1951a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Point Barrow Eskimos... Alaska
Sportsman 17(8):28.

“Point Barrow Eskimos threw a whale of a nelikatuk June 11, a nelikatuk being a traditional
celebration after a successful whaling season. Barrow hunters took seven whales during the spring
season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1951b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Unique as English language
newspapers go... Alaska Sportsman 17(8):28-29.

Unique as English language newspapers go is the “Mukluk Telegraph,” published twice monthly in
Kotzebue. Most of its columns are devoted to “news of the villages,” published exactly as sent by
Eskimo correspondents. From the June 9, 1951 issue come the following:

Point Hope - “Sorry we are slow this time, too much whaling. No time to write any how we caught
four wright [sic] whales. | guess | better mention the names of the captain whales. Daniel Lisbourne,
Patrick Attungana, Lennie Lane and Sam Rock. There will be a big celebration June 11 to 13, we
better have some visitors...”

Little Diomede Island — “... One black whale was seen, also a few white whales. All boats needed for
spring hunting...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, native, catch, crews.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1953. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Point Barrow Eskimos celebrated...
Alaska Sportsman 19(11):29.

“Point Barrow Eskimos celebrated the “best Nalakatuk in years” last June, with the capture of
eighteen whales to cause rejoicing.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1955. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Every summer the Eskimos... Alaska
Sportsman 21(10):22.

“Every summer the Eskimos of the far north village of Point Barrow have a big festival to celebrate
their catch of whales in the spring and early summer. The festival is called a “Nulakatuk.” “The 1955
Nulakatuk was celebrated after fifteen whales had been taken.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1957. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The treacherous Arctic ice pack... Alaska
Sportsman 23(9):27.

Nine whaling crews at Barrow lost their hunting gear last April when the ice, driven by a strong wind,
began to heave and break up. About 50 men escaped to shore and no lives were lost. (Guy Okakok,
Barrow correspondent for the Fairbanks News-Miner).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, gear.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1962. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Mrs. Loraine Burdick of Puyallup,
Washington, sends this bit of Alaskana... Alaska Sportsman 28(1):39.

(Copied verbatim from the Boston newspaper, Flag of Our Union, for the week ending Saturday, July
23, 1853, titled “The following is a description of an Esquimaux bear-trap [taken from Travels in the
Northwest].).

Description of a bear-trap consisting of a thick, strong piece of whalebone about four inches broad
and two feet long, that is bent double and wrapped with pieces of blubber and allowed to freeze.
When eaten by a bear, the blubber soon loosens and allows the whalebone to spring back to its old
position, wreaking havoc with the animals intestines and causing its death.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, utilization.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.
1962. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Point Hope. Alaska Sportsman 28(8):38.

“Point Hope. The village of Point Hope has enjoyed a good whaling season. Five bowhead whales
were taken before the end of May, compared with only two last year. Allan Rock and his crew, who
got a 60-ton whale last year, got another this year. This is Rock's second whale and he was able to
select the best part of the whale, the breast portion which is rich in fine meat and tender muktuk.
Last year, as is traditional with the first whale, Rock got one of the whale's lips. The lip, however,
was 22 feet long and weighed three tons.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
ETHNOLOGY-whale culture; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.
1965a. June in Alaska's history: June 16, 1865. Alaska Sportsman 31(6):29.

The armed cruiser Shenandoah of the Confederate States Navy, commanded by Lieut. James I.
Waddell, sailed to the Bering and Chukchi Seas where it pursued and destroyed or captured Yankee
vessels, most of which were whalers. The Shenandoah cruised for 12 months and captured 38
Yankee ships, 25 of them after the Civil War was over.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering and Chukchi Seas, commercial, drawing.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1965b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): The little Eskimo village of Gambell...
Alaska Sportsman 31(10):39.

The little Eskimo village of Gambell on St. Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea got its first whale in
four years last spring. The last whale was caught in the spring of 1961. The whale captured this
spring was taken by John Apangalook.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, catch,crews.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1966. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): By the first of June, Point Hope Eskimo
whaler crews... Alaska Sportsman 32(8):29.

“By the first of June, Point Hope Eskimo whaler crews had captured five bowhead whales and
expected more with favorable ice conditions. Successful whaleboat captains were Patrick
Attungana, Amos Lane, Seymour Tuzroylke, and Allen Rock.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1967. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): It's a long way from Los Angeles...
Alaska Sportsman 33(5):4.

Dr. Floyd Durham, a biologist with the University of Southern California at Los Angeles, is making a
study of the bowhead whale and Eskimo whaling under a grant from the Arctic Institute of North
America. In exchange for Norwegian flensing knives, harpoons, and plastic floats to replace more
primitive equipment, Dr. Durham receives skeletal parts of bowhead whales. To date he has
amassed over three tons of bones, the largest collection in the country. Durham states Eskimo
whaling methods are inefficient and at present an average of only one in five of the whales struck are
recovered.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-museum, skeletal parts; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost;
WHALING—western Arctic, native, gear.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1968. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): There is a bountiful supply of muktuk...
Alaska Sportsman 34(9):45.

“There is a bountiful supply of muktuk in the villages of Alaska's northwest Arctic coast, but the
Eskimos of Kotzebue have found that appeasing a hankering for the whale delicacy is costly.
Caught in Point Hope up the coast, black muktuk is selling for $2.25 a pound in Kotzebue.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1969a. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Joash Tukle and his crew of Barrow
whalers... Alaska Sportsman 35(2):28.

Joash Tukle and his crew of Barrow whalers recently lost a big whale off the Barrow coast. Tukle's
boat ran out of gas while towing one of the largest whales taken off Barrow in recent years. The
crew was stranded in the ice pack for two days before rescue came. And just a few weeks after
Tukle lost his whale, Nome residents were busy carving up a 27-ton whale that had drifted to shore
five miles west of the town.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, killed and lost, stranding; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, crews, utilization.

ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1969b. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): Photograph. Alaska Sportsman
35(5):36.

(Photograph caption). “This fearsome fellow was carved by a Point Hope Eskimo from the vertebrae
of a whalebone. Relying on a buried supply of whalebones, the rare mask material is carved after
thorough drying. Most of the carving is done by men. Eyes of fresh bone or ivory are inserted, with
the iris usually made from black baleen of bowhead whales.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
SKELETAL REMAINS; WHALING-western Arctic, native, utilization.
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ALASKA SPORTSMAN.

1969c. From Ketchikan to Barrow (News items): “Quweasukpuktugut' ...”.Alaska
Sportsman 35(8):14. (From Tundra Times, and Nome Nugget)

“Quweasukpuktugut', which means, 'We are very thankful' in Eskimo was the headline used by the
Tundra Times to report a harvest of seven bowhead whales by Barrow whalers.” Also, an article in
the Nome Nugget reported that a whale was taken at Gambell on St. Lawrence Island by Stanley
Oogevaseuk.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Bering and Chukchi Seas, native, crews, catch.

ALASKANA.
1971. An Arctic tragedy. Alaskana 1(6):10-12.

Recounts an incident when 33 whaling vessels were lost to the ice between Icy Cape and Point
Belcher in 1871. All 1,219 survivors (one man elected to spend the winter there) travelled down the
coast in small whaling boats to be rescued by seven ships that had waited for them south of the ice.
The following summer a smaller whaling fleet made its way north and discovered the one sailor on
the beach waiting for them. Near Point Belcher the bark Minerva was found, still seaworthy, and it
was brought back to San Francisco.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, commercial, gear, catch.

ALBERT, THOMAS F.

1980. Tissue structure studies of the bowhead whale. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage.
Newsl. 28:15-19.

Describes a Bureau of Land Management research project with funding provided the University of
Maryland (T. F. Albert) to obtain basic biological information from bowhead (and to a lesser extent
gray whales) utilizing animals harvested by Eskimo hunters, including stranded whales. Reports on
whale 78KK1 taken by Herman Aishanna during the fall of 1978 at Kaktovik, including photographs;
five bowheads taken at Kaktovik during the fall of 1979, including food items found in their stomachs
and a nearly intact heart from whale 79KK1; and radiographic study of a gray whale flipper from an
individual found stranded near Barrow in the fall of 1978. Of particular interest was the finding of a
healed penetrating injury in bowhead 78KK1 suggesting the animal recovered from a wound possibly
inflicted by a harpoon or bomb. Includes a flow chart indicating types of tissue samples collected
from whales and studies conducted by principal investigators located at various institutions.

WESTERN ARCTIC

FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-age determination, measurements, specimens collected; IDENTITY—subspecies,
ingutuk; MORPHOLOGY-measurements, anatomy; NUTRITION—food; PATHOLOGY; PHYSIOLOGY; POPULATION-
mortality, natural, whaling, struck and lost; REPRODUCTION; WHALING—Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews,
photographs.
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ALBERT, THOMAS F., GEORGE MIGAKI, HAROLD W. CASEY, and L. MICHAEL PHILO.

1980. Healed penetrating injury of a bowhead whale. U.S. Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv., Mar.
Fish. Rev. 42(9-10):92-96.

A male bowhead whale 10.6 m in length landed at Kaktovik, Barter Island, Alaska, in September
1978, evidenced a healed, penetrating injury. Although positive proof is lacking, the authors believe
that a reasonable explanation is that the penetration was due either to a harpoon or a bomb fired
from a shoulder gun by an Eskimo whaler. The discovery is important because in recent years
increasing concern has been expressed over the rising number of animals taken or struck and lost
during the subsistence hunt for bowheads. A detailed histological study of the tissues involved with
the injury is described.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements, injury; POPULATION—mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING—western Arctic,
Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

ALDRICH, HERBERT L.

1889. Arctic Alaska and Siberia, or, eight months with the Arctic whalemen. Rand,
McNally & Co., Chicago and New York, 234 p.

A popular account of the author's voyage with a whaling ship to the Bering Sea, Pt. Hope, Pt.
Barrow, and the Chukchi Sea in 1887. Describes whaling gear and whaling techniques of
commercial whaling vessels and of natives of eastern Siberia and northern Alaska. Also describes
customs and lives of Eskimos of the area, including hunting, clothing, and storage and use of whale
meat as food. Includes comments that bowheads are believed to communicate by singing.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-vocalization; WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, history, commercial, natives, utilization, catch.

ALLEN, ARTHUR JAMES.

1978. A whaler and trader in the Arctic 1895 to 1944. My life with the bowhead. Alaska
Northwest Publ. Co., Anchorage, Alaska, 213 p.

Account of commercial and subsistence whaling for bowhead whales based upon personal
experience. Observations on life in the Arctic aboard whaling vessels and in Eskimo villages.
Describes native customs and traditions associated with the hunt for bowheads, equipment used,
time periods hunted, environmental conditions, whale behavior, catches and utilization of whale
products.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, when chased; DISTRIBUTION—former; IDENTITY-nomenclature; MORPHOLOGY-measurements;

PATHOLOGY-injury; REPRODUCTION-calves; WHALING—western Arctic, commercial, native, gear, catch, photographs,
utilization.

ALLEN, EDWARD W.

1947-53. Commercial fisheries of Alaska. 17 p. In: V. Stefansson (editor), Encyclopedia
Arctica, vol. 3, Zoology, pt. 2, no. 11. Avail. Dartmouth College Library, Hanover,
NH 03755. Unpubl. manuscr.

Describes importance of commercial fisheries, including sealing and whaling, to the state of Alaska.
Includes a brief summary of American whaling fleet operations in the North Pacific and Arctic
Oceans, with statistics on the fleet, fleet disasters and products obtained, chiefly from bowhead
whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, commercial, history, gear, catch, products.
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ALLEN, EVERETT S.

1973. Children of the light: the rise and fall of New Bedford whaling and the death of the
arctic fleet. Little, Brown and Co., Boston, 302 p.

Very interesting review of whaling based on literature, journals and letters of whalers. Includes
descriptions of bowhead size, migration, feeding, breathing, swimming. Preparations of Alaska
Eskimos for hunting, their gear and rituals, and the actual hunt are detailed. Letters from captains
and whalers provide observations and opinions about bowhead behavior, calving, ice breaking, food,
seasonal distribution, and other subjects. Commercial whaling gear, techniques, products, cutting
and rendering flesh are described in detail. The importance of the whaling industry to Hawaiian
history and development is discussed.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, respiratory, ice—breaking, migration; DISTRIBUTION-sightings; NUTRITION—food;
REPRODUCTION-parturition, embryology; WHALING—western Arctic, history, commercial, native, catch, gear, utilization.

ALLEN, GLOVER M.

1916. The whalebone whales of New England. Mem. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 8(2):106-
322.

The bowhead, being an Arctic species, is not certainly known from New England but was common in
former times as far south as Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Whales recorded as taken
near Cape Cod., Mass., in 1736 and near Chatham, Mass., in 1843, however, were unusually large
and yielded exceptional amounts of oil and whalebone, suggesting they may have been stray
bowheads (p. 134-135).

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-Former sightings; WHALING-Eastern Arctic (possible catch off New England), commercial, catch.

ALLEN, GLOVER M.
1930. The walrus in New England. J. Mammal. 11(2):139-145.

Occurrence of walrus off New England in historical and colonial days as determined from the
literature, including fossil remains. It formerly occurred in some numbers in the western Atlantic as
far south as the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Cape Breton, and Sable Island off southern Nova Scotia, and
penetrated into the Gulf of Maine, probably following the colder waters that enter this area from the
north, and form the natural boundary in a general way for a number of other northern animals,
including among mammals, the white whale, the Northern blackfish, and formerly the bowhead
whale.

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—former, factors; eastern Arctic, western Atlantic.

ALLEN, GLOVER M.
1941. Our rarer mammals. Audubon 43(2):150-160.

Summary of several rare mammals, including the bowhead (p. 158), with some information on
biology and events leading to the present status of each. Although all stocks of bowhead were
severely depleted by commercial whalers, this activity by most nations ceased in 1937 and there is
encouraging evidence [not presented] that the North Pacific group is once more slowly building up,
even though Eskimos continue to take a few each year for food.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION-historical and present; MORPHOLOGY-size; NUTRITION—food; WHALING—eastern
Arctic, western Arctic, commercial and native.
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ALLEN, GLOVER M.

1942. Extinct and vanishing mammals of the Western Hemisphere with the marine
species of all the oceans. Am. Comm. Int. Wild Life Prot., Spec. Publ. 11, 620 p.

Bowhead (Balaena mysticetus) is reviewed on p. 506-511. The whale is described, three
populations recognized by whalers in the eastern and western Arctic are listed, and the history of
whaling for the species is given. Includes some catch statistics and the present status of stocks.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY; DISTRIBUTION; POPULATION-abundance & density; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic; history,
drawings (whales), commercial, catch.

ALLEN, JOEL ASAPH.

1881. Preliminary list of works and papers relating to the Mammalian Orders Cete and
Sirenia. Bull. U.S. Geol. Surv. Territ. 6(3), Art. 18. 562 p. + index of authors.
Washington, D.C. (Reprinted by A.D. Lilly, Hythe, Kent, England, 1977.)

Annotated bibliography of a history of the species of North American Cete and Sirenia, believed by
the author to cover nearly everything of importance bearing upon their technical aspects. Few
papers dealing with their economic and commercial aspects have been included. The titles are
consecutively numbered and arranged chronologically. Includes about 1,000 published works 1495
through 1840. Because of illness, an additional 2,000 titles, comprising the most important part from
the systematic standpoint, was never published (see J.A. Allen, 1908, Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist.
24:279-280).

EASTERN ARCTIC
BIBLIOGRAPHY—general.

ALLEN, J. A.

1908. The North Atlantic right whale and its near allies. Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. 24(Art.
18):277-329, pl. 19-24.

Differences in ideas of the classification and identification of the right whale and the bowhead whale
detailed in quotations and review of literature of the 17th - 20th centuries.

EASTERN and WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-Nomenclature, taxonomy.

ALLEN, K. RADWAY.

1980. Conservation and management of whales. Wash. Sea Grant Publ., Univ. Wash.
Press, Seattle, 107 p.

Brief history of the whaling industry and its regulation by the International Whaling Commission.
Concepts and techniques scientists use to study whale populations and how information is used as
guide for management and conservation is discussed.

Recent observations on Bering Sea bowhead whales showed that calves sighted constituted only
about 1.3% of the population (p. 80). Unless this figure is a substantial underestimate it implies that
in this population, which is probably at about 10% of its original level, the pregnancy rate may be
only about 5%. This is so much lower than rates normally found in baleen whales and suggests that
in this badly depleted population a reversal of the usual density-dependent effect may have
occurred.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-habitat; IDENTITY-taxonomy; NUTRITION—food; POPULATION-estimated abundance; REGULATION &
CONSERVATION-regulation, management; REPRODUCTION—fecundity; WHALING-history, western Arctic, eastern Arctic.
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ALTMAN, PHILIP L., and DOROTHY S. DITTMER (compilers and editors).

1972. Biology data book, vol. 1, 2nd ed. Fed. Am. Soc. Exp. Biol., Bethesda, Maryland,
606 p.

The physical and chemical properties of whale oil from Balaena mysticetus are given on p. 348 as
follows: Specific gravity, 0.892; Refractive index, 1.460; lodine value, 120; and Saponification value,
195.

CIRCUMPOLAR
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—measurement of physical and chemical properties.

AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY

1977. Aboriginal Whaling: U.S. dilemma. . Am Cetacean Soc., San Pedro, California,
Action Lett. July, p. 2.

“The [International Whaling] Commission adopted a moratorium on the killing of bowhead whales in
the North Pacific by aboriginal peoples. Bowheads are thought to be the most depleted of the great
whales, having declined to as little as 10% of the unexploited level. This action means that the U.S.
will be in violation of IWC regulations unless Alaskan Eskimos end their bowhead harvest. This
year's Kill hit a record high of 26 killed and recovered, one killed and lost, and 77 struck and lost.
Since 1970, the number of whaling crews, the average annual take, and the percentage struck and
lost have all increased sharply.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION mortality, whaling killed/lost, struck/lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING—western
Arctic, native, catch, crews.

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS.

1978a. Whalers pass feds' quota. Anchorage Daily News, Anchorage, Alaska, May 5,
p.1.

Eskimo whalers at Barrow violated the village quota of three bowhead whales by taking a fourth one
on Wednesday evening. The last whale was taken by Jonathan Aiken. Jacob Adams, chairman of
the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, “... said the hunt would continue because only two
bowhead whales had been taken. He said the other two whales were 'ingutuk’, not bowheads.” The
International Whaling Commission allowed a quota of 12 whales killed or 18 struck for eight whaling
villages during 1978. The article is accompanied by a photograph showing an Eskimo at Point Hope
carving into the first bowhead taken in that village this year.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-nomenclature, Eskimo, ingutuk; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-
management, quota; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews, photograph.

ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS.

1978b. Editorial: An uncommon whaling hunt. Anchorage Daily News, Anchorage,
Alaska, May 10, p. 4.

Editorial on effect of the first catch quota imposed by the International Whaling Commission on the
hunt for bowhead whales by Alaskan Eskimos. Last year's take of 29 whales was cut to 12 this year
by the IWC, and the Eskimos are worried that food will run short in the villages. It appears unlikely
that the Eskimos will even take their full quota during this year's hunt as only nine whales have been
caught to date.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quota; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi,
Beaufort Seas, native, catch, utilization.
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ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS.

1979. Million spent studying whales produces no new information. Anchorage Daily
News, Anchorage, Alaska, September 21.

“A million dollar research effort by the National Marine Fisheries Service has failed to produce any
important new information about bowhead whales or to increase whale population estimates. A
major goal of the research was to estimate the number of newborn calves, but though an intensive
effort was made, only six calves were identified out of a sampling of 170 whales.” Poor weather
hampered observation of whales and whaling. The International Whaling Commission quota for this
year is 18 whales or 27 strikes but only seven were landed by the Eskimos during their spring hunt.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census; POPULATION-abundance, calves; REGULATION & CONSERVATION—
management, quota, WHALING—-Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, native, catch.

ANCHORAGE TIMES.

1978a. Barrow whalers get their quota. Anchorage Times, Anchorage, Alaska, May 3, p.
7.

Whalers from Barrow have taken three bowheads in two days, reaching the quota set for Barrow
under the newly established quota system. Robert Akin's crew took the first whale Monday. Crews
led by Harry Brower and Jake Adams, chairman of the [Alaska] Eskimo Whaling Commission, took
two whales Tuesday. The St. Lawrence Island villages of Savoonga and Gambell were the first to
report whale kills this year. Each village was entitled to one whale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING-Bering Sea,
Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ANCHORAGE TIMES.

1978b. Whale season means hard work for villagers. Anchorage Times, Anchorage,
Alaska, May 11.

Photo essay on the landing and cutting up of a 53-1/2 foot long bowhead whale landed at
Wainwright on May 6. It was the first whale of the season for the village.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements, length; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING—Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews,
gear, photographs, utilization.

ANDERSEN, HARALD T. (editor).
1969. The biology of marine mammals. Academic Press, New York and London, 511 p.

Summarizes the general biology of marine mammals including a review of the literature. Subjects
discussed by chapter are: age determination, hydrodynamics of swimming, deep diving,
physiological properties of blood, cardiovascular adjustments to diving, temperature regulation,
nervous system, reproduction, endocrine organs, echolocation and communication.

EASTERN and WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-communication, swimming; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-age; PHYSIOLOGY-blood, endocrines,
nerve, thermoregulation; REPRODUCTION.
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ANDERSON, GEORGE.
1947. A whale is killed. Beaver, Outfit 277(4):18-21.

Account of the capture and cutting up of a Greenland whale by two crews from Pangnirtung,
Cumberland Sound, in July, 1946. It measured 36 feet long, 23 feet in girth, and the baleen was
more than 5 feet in length. Hunting equipment, method of flensing, and tools used are described.

EASTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-when shot; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING—eastern Arctic, native, crews, gear, catch, photographs,
utilization.

ANDERSON, RUDOLPH MARTIN.

1926. Report on the natural history collections of the expedition. /n Vilhjalmur
Stefansson, My life with the Eskimo, p. 436-527. Macmillan Co., New York. (1st
ed., 1913.)

Reports the author's journeys, observations, and collections of plants and animals made on the
Stefansson-Anderson Arctic Expedition of the American Museum of Natural History, 1908-1912.
Section on the bowhead whale (p. 496-500) lists the historic Eskimo whaling areas of the region,
whale migrations and whaling seasons, commercial whaling techniques and equipment, behavior of
whales under pursuit, and a brief history of whaling and catches by white men in the region. The
author notes the size of a captured bowhead and remarks that the bowhead lacks parasites such as
barnacles and “lice.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, diving; DISTRIBUTION—former & present; MORPHOLOGY; PATHOLOGY- parasites; WHALING—
history, western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, gear, natives, catch.

ANDERSON, RUDOLPH MARTIN.

1939. Mammals of the Province of Quebec. Annu. Rep. (1938) Provancher Soc. Nat.
Hist. Can., p. 50-114.

The bowhead whale (p. 96) is hardly to be expected in Quebec waters except in Hudson Strait,
which according to Low (1906:257) was entered by the whalers as early as April, going to Repulse
Bay and Foxe Channel, and passing eastward of Hudson Strait late in autumn. The right whales
have no dorsal fin. (Author).

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—-Eastern Arctic, history.

ANDERSON, RUDOLPH MARTIN.

1946. Catalogue of Canadian recent mammals. Natl. Mus. Can., Bull. 102, Biol. Ser.
31, 238 p.

A distributional list of the different forms of mammals that are known to exist, or to have existed
within historic time, north of the southern boundaries of the Dominion of Canada, with exception of
Alaska. Includes a brief description of the range of the bowhead whale in the eastern and western
Arctic (p. 90-91). Time of migration and route in western Arctic is given. Commercial whaling began
in Bering Sea and neighboring arctic regions in 1848, reaching Canadian waters around Herschel
Island, Yukon, in 1888. The bowheads were soon reduced to limited numbers and whaling
discontinued in the western Arctic about 1912, although Eskimos with old whaling tackle occasionally
killed a bowhead along the shore for domestic uses for some years afterward.

EASTERN and WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION History; WHALING—-History, western Arctic, native.
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ANDREWS, CLARENCE L.
1918. Alaska whaling. Pac. Northwest Quart. 9 (1):3-10.

A general historical description of commercial whaling in Alaskan waters, including comment (p. 3)
“In the arctic near Point Barrow the Eskimo kill a smaller whale than the bowhead known to them as
the ing-ah-took, which is considered by them to be a separate species.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-history; IDENTITY-Eskimo, ing—ah—took; WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, Eskimo.

ANDREWS, CLARENCE L.

1939. The Eskimo and his reindeer in Alaska. The Caxton Printers, Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho,
253 p.

General account of Eskimo life and activities in Alaska observed first hand by author who was a
government employee in the School and Reindeer Service. Spring whaling for bowheads along an
open lead (called flaw whaling) off Wainwright is described. That year (1925 or 1926, text not
explicit) hunters at Wainwright took two bowheads, two walrus and six polar bears, and at Icy Cape
one bowhead was landed (p. 139, 148). At Cape Prince of Wales, once one of the greatest whaling
villages, no whales were taken between 1906 and 1915 (p. 242).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, photographs, utilization.

ANDREWS, CLARENCE L.

1972. Clarence L. Andrews collection. Collection accession number 72-154, Alaska and
Polar Regions Dep. Elmer E. Rasmuson Lib., Univ. Alaska, Fairbanks.

Collection of notebooks and photographs (in boxes number 3, 4 and 6) containing information on
commercial and native whaling for bowhead whales in Alaskan waters.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, native, catch, photographs.

ANDREWS, ROY CHAPMAN.
1911. Shore-whaling: a world industry. Natl. Geogr. Mag. 22(5):411-442.

A popular account on whales and shore-based whaling. “On the great bowhead, or Greenland right
whale, which lives in the intensely cold waters of the Arctic Ocean, the blubber is 12 or 14 inches
thick in some places.” (Author).

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-Commercial, shore stations.



41

ANDREWS, ROY C.

1914. Monographs of the Pacific Cetacea. The California gray whale (Rhachianectes
glaucus Cope). Its history, habits, external anatomy, osteology and relationship.
Mem. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. New Ser. 1 (Part 5): 227-287.

Reviews the knowledge of the gray whale to date including life history, external anatomy, osteology,
and classification of the species. The discussion on osteology contains numerous comparisons with
Eubalaena, Balaenoptera, and Megaptera, including a single reference (on page 282) to the
bowhead: “The presence of a foramen perforating the pelvic rudiment has been recorded by
Struthers in the case of Balaena mysticetus but it is rare in other cetaceans.”

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-structure, skeleton.

ANDREWS, ROY CHAPMAN.

1916. Whale hunting with gun and camera. D. Appleton & Co., New York and London,
333 p.

Popular style description of the author's observations about various species of whales, as well as
general information from scientific literature and observations of other individuals. Chapter about
bowhead and right whale (p. 245-257) gives very brief general facts about bowhead biology and
behavior, whaling customs and techniques of Alaskan Eskimos, and distribution. Appendix includes
a key to whales and brief scientific descriptions of the species.

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR; DISTRIBUTION; WHALING-history, gear, natives.

ANDREWS, ROY CHAPMAN.
1954. All about whales. Random House, New York, 148 p.

Popular style book written for young people. Chapter 9 (p. 90-102) presents general information on
right and bowhead whales including physical description, baleen length and industrial uses,
distribution, behavior, feeding and whaling by American whalers and Eskimos.

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-general; DISTRIBUTION—eastern and western Arctic; MORPHOLOGY—general; WHALING-commercial and

native, utilization.

ANSON, CHARLES LYMAN.
1949. Arctic man. Alaska Sportsman 15(12):20-23, 28-29.

Brief biography of Charles D. Brower by a person that assisted in the publication of Brower's book,
Fifty years below zero. In a letter Brower sent to Anson he stated that four whales had been killed
that year off Point Barrow [No date given, but possibly was during 1943.].

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ANTHONY, H. E.

1928. Field book of North American mammals. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York,
London, 674 p.

Descriptions of every mammal known north of the Rio Grande, together with brief accounts of their
geographical ranges, habits, etc. The bowhead (p. 559) is described as “a large whale, 50 to 65 feet
long, with very large head and highly arched upper jaw; head more than one-third of total length;
baleen very long, finely fringed. Geographical distribution circumpolar seas.”

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—circumpolar; MORPHOLOGY-general.

APPLEYARD, GLENN.
1979. Whales. Naut. Q. No. 3: 18-35.

Review of the whaling industry and whale species. The depletion of most stocks of whales led to the
formation of the International Whaling Commission in 1946 which developed self-imposed rules for
regulation of the industry. It prohibited killing the nearly extinct gray, bowhead and right whales
except aborigines were permitted to take them for subsistence. Before exploitation there were an
estimated 10,000 bowhead, but these have been reduced to about 2,000 today. In 1977 a ban was
declared by the IWC on the killing of bowheads by Eskimos, but this was subsequently modified in
December of that year when special limits were set for the Eskimos permitting the killing of 12
bowheads or the striking of 18, whichever came first. Population scientists are now attempting to
better estimate the size of the world stock of cetaceans. Based on these estimates, many
cetologists believe that current hunting quotas do not pose an extinction threat to any great whale
species.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch,
drawing.

ARCTIC.
1949. Archaeological work on Cornwallis Island. Arctic 2(3):201.

Scientists excavating old Eskimo sites in the region of Resolute Bay, Cornwallis Island, in summer
1948 found several examples of pictographic art, including one showing a whale being harpooned
from a umiak. Very few examples of pictographic art have been found at Thule sites in Canada or
Greenland. This one showing a typical Eskimo umiak, with the steersman in the stern, three
paddlers and the harpooner in the act of hurling a harpoon at a whale is a fine example. The Thule
people were primarily whale hunters, and from skulls and other evidence the bowhead whale
appeared to be abundant in their time. Today there are none in the region.

EASTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY-eastern Arctic; DISTRIBUTION—former and present; POPULATION-abundance; WHALING-native,
pictographs.
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ARCTIC BULLETIN.
1976. Marine research: [U.S.] Department of Commerce. Arctic Bull. 2(8):117-124.

Describes the Department of Commerce's arctic research responsibilities, including financial
expenditures to study the bowhead whale and other marine mammals. In 1974 and 1975 biologists
began assessing the bowhead whale population and the effect of the Eskimo harvest on the
population. Aerial surveys were conducted over the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas from September 12
to 25, 1974, to observe the fall distribution of marine mammals. Approximately 12,874 km of
trackline were flown between the Mackenzie Delta on the east and 174° W. and from the coast north
to the ice. The expenditure for bowhead research in fiscal 1975 was approximately $35,000 and that
for fiscal 1976 will exceed three times this amount.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—present, sightings; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES- census, aerial; POPULATION-mortality,
whaling; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi, Beaufort Seas, native, gear, catch.

ARCTIC BULLETIN.
1977. Marine research: [U.S.] Department of Commerce. Arctic Bull. 2(11):205-209.

Reviews the Department of Commerce's arctic research for fiscal 1976. Information on the
distribution and abundance of bowhead whales was obtained by aerial surveys for the population in
the Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas under the Outer Continental Shelf Environmental
Assessment Program. Aerial surveys were also conducted out of Point Barrow, Alaska, from May 27
to June 7 and June 17-20. The Eskimo spring harvest of bowhead whales was monitored by the
Marine Mammal Division from April 22 to June 3, 1976. The Eskimos harvested 8 whales on St.
Lawrence Island, 12 at Pt. Hope, 3 at Wainwright, and 13 at Barrow for a catch of 36 (preliminary
figures). Monitoring began in 1974, with 20 whales harvested; there were 15 in 1975.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-present, sightings; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES- census, aerial; POPULATION—mortality,
whaling; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi, Beaufort Seas, native, catch.

ARCTIC BULLETIN.
1978. Marine research: [U.S.] Department of Commerce. Arctic Bull. 2(15):369-378.

Reviews the Department of Commerce's arctic research for fiscal 1977. Assessment of the
bowhead whale population continued by a census station established on the ice at Point Barrow,
Alaska. From April 23 to June 3, an estimated 840 whales migrated past the station. Aerial surveys
were conducted from Barrow during late spring and again in the fall. The Eskimos harvested 26
whales during the spring and at least 3 more were taken in the fall. In the last 4 years the annual
harvest has varied from about 15 to 48 whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-present, sightings; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, ice station, aerial; POPULATION—
mortality, whaling; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, native, catch.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1977a. Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission organized at historic gathering of whaling
captains in Barrow. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 6:[3].

On August 29, 1977, 72 whaling crew captains from around the Arctic coast met in Barrow to discuss
the International Whaling Commission subsistence bowhead whaling moratorium and develop
defensive strategy. They organized the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, and authorized NSB
[North Slope Borough] Eben Hopson to speak for the commission. The new commission is expected
to develop any subsistence whaling regulations that may be needed.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, Eskimo.
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ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1977b. Whalers face-off opponents in Tokyo for IWC showdown. Arct. Coastal Zone
Manage. Newsl. 8:1-6.

Describes special meeting of the International Whaling Commission at Tokyo, Japan in December
1977 to reconsider the sperm whale quota and the moratorium imposed on Eskimo subsistence
whaling for bowheads during its annual meeting held this past summer. It was decided to allow a
quota of 12 bowhead whales landed or 18 struck for 1978. One concern of the opponents was how
the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission would prevent their crews from taking lactating females with
calves. “Arnold Brower responded by pointing out that the taking of females with calves was unusual
because such females customarily traveled together in the 3rd run which usually occurred when the
ice turned rotten. He said that this run occurred far offshore, and was customarily not hunted by
Inupiat whalers.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing, segregated, calves; REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION-management, quota.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.
1978a. Federal whaling regs published. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 10:11-12.

Contains published federal regulations on native subsistence whaling for bowhead whales by
Alaskan Eskimos for 1978, including quotas, prohibited acts and penalties. The quota of 12 whales
taken or 18 struck is to be distributed as follows: Gambell, 1 landed or 2 struck; Savoonga, 1 (2);
Wales, 0 (0); Kivalina, 1 (2); Point Hope, 2 (2); Wainwright, 2 (2); Barrow, 3 (3); Nuigsut, 1 (2); and
Kaktovik, 1 (2). The remaining strike may be allocated upon consultation with the whalers and any
unused landing or strike quota for a village may be transferred to another village.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quota.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.
1978b. The bowhead: The hunt is on! Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 11:5-6.

The year 1978 marks the beginning of a self-regulating regime of Eskimo subsistence bowhead
whaling by the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC). A state of Alaska legislative bill
granting the AEWC a $250,000 bowhead whale study appropriation was signed by Governor Jay
Hammond on April 20. The state funding for the study will be managed by the Arctic Environmental
Information and Data Center of the University of Alaska. "Meanwhile, off St. Lawrence Island in the
Bering Sea, whaling captain Roland Olowa and his crew took the first whale of the year April 16. It
was a large 40-ton whale that was struck at 7:30 a.m. and beached by 9:30 that same morning near
the village of Savoonga.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurement, estimated weight; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-bowhead whale study, Alaska State
funds, regulation, quota; WHALING-Bering Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1978c. The bowhead: Villages hit hard as quota prevails, whalers confront NOAA chief.
Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 12:1-3.

Brief account of visit by Richard Frank, Director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) to Barrow, Alaska on May 7 to resolve disagreement between NOAA
representatives and Eskimos over the status of small whales designated as ingutuks by the whalers.
The dispute arose when Jacob Adams, chairman of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, took a
so-called ingutuk and thereby exceeded the village quota of three bowhead whales. The Eskimos
agreed to stop whaling because of the possibility that the ingutuk was a type of bowhead and all
agreed that the incident was an honest difference of opinion and misunderstanding. By the end of
May all the whalers had taken a total of 10 bowheads compared to 27 last year and 48 the year
before. A photograph of a large whale (unidentified) pulled up on the ice in April accompanies the
article on page 2.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-Eskimo, ingutuk; MORTALITY-whaling, catch; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quota;
WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, photograph.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1978d. Elders Conference reveals possible westward shift of bowhead breeding habitat.
Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 12:3.

Elders spoke of reports over the past 2 years “... of seeing unusual numbers of bowhead breeding
and calving in the area between Kaktovik and Herschel Island, far west of their usual breeding
habitat near Banks Island. They speculate two things could account for this: population growth or
habitat displacement caused by Canadian Beaufort offshore oil and gas operations.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, habitat, influences; REPRODUCTION-mating, parturition.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1978e. The bowhead: Weather blocks bowhead hunt. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage.
Newsl. 15:4.

Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission Chairman Jacob Adams announced the commission's decision
to ignore the quota imposed by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) but Barrow whalers
were prevented from challenging the IWC quota because of wind, fog, and ice conditions. The IWC
had added another four to the 1978 quota of 12 whales for the year. During fall whaling Kaktovik
hunters caught two whales, with one struck but lost.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quota;
WHALING-Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.
1979a. The spring whaling season. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 20:10.

Only six whales were taken this spring on Alaska's arctic coast, a season hampered by bad weather.
Three whales were taken at Point Hope by Darrel Frankson, John Oktollik and John Tingnook. At
Barrow whales were taken by Horace Ahsogeak, William Kaleak and Burton Rexford. In an unusual
event, Ahsogeak's crew struck and apparently killed a whale, but four other whales came and took it
away. Spring whaling ended at Barrow on May 29th.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-protective; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, killed but lost; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.
1979b. The Beaufort Sea hearings. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage. Newsl. 21:7-18.

Contains comments made during public hearing during May-June 1979 at Kaktovik, Nuigsut and
Barrow on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the Beaufort Sea Federal/ State Oil and
Gas Lease Sale scheduled for December. One whaling captain reported that bowhead whales travel
in shallow water, smaller whales often entering areas as shallow as 10 feet. Other whalers
confirmed that whales often traveled inside the barrier islands in the lease area, especially when
wind and currents bring pack ice shoreward. Many residents expressed concern over the effects
that oil and noise pollution would have on bowhead behavior patterns, especially those of feeding
and traveling close to shore where they are available to whalers in the fall. One Kaktovik resident
stated that bowheads have been observed feeding all the way from Herschel Island to Kaktovik.
Another person recalled an incident in 1944 when a Navy ship grounded east of Barrow and dumped
its cargo of oil overboard to lighten the ship, causing the death of many animals.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, patterns, Beaufort Sea; NUTRITION-feeding ground; PATHOLOGY-pollution, oil, noise.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER

1980a. Bowhead in Norton Sound raise controversy. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage.
Newsl. 28:11-12.

An ice barrier at Bering Strait blocked the northward migration of bowhead whales until May 14 when
they were first sighted off Point Hope. Meanwhile, at Southwest Cape Savoonga captains Raymond
Toolie and Ray Gologergen each took a large whale in mid-April. Gambell whalers struck and lost
two bowheads before Alex Oosevals crew captained by Gordon Ooseveseuk took a whale. This
whale had been struck years before as bomb fragments, of an old type not used since the 1930s,
were found encased in scar tissue on the side of the head. Ice blockage of the entire bowhead
migration resulted in two unusual events: (1) Andrew Sitook of Wales took a whale, the first caught
there in a decade, and (2) a 33-foot bowhead was taken by Edgar Jackson of Shaktoolik and no one
could remember a bowhead being taken at that village. Due to this spring's unusual events, local
officials are concerned and see serious implications for future oil and gas development in the Norton
Sound area, and the use of inappropriate weapons to take bowheads.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration, schooling; DISTRIBUTION-factors affecting, ice blockage; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and
lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas, weapons; WHALING-Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, native, catch,
crews, gear.

ARCTIC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER.

1980b. Barrow celebrates successful bowhead season. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage.
Newsl. 30:1-6.

Thirty-four whaling crews took nine bowhead whales at Barrow during the spring season of 1980.
Whales were taken by Arnold Brower, Sr. (May 7), Ralph Ahkivgak, Arnold Brower, Harry Brower
and Pat Tukle (other crews were not named). One whale was taken by Wainwright hunters. The all
village quota for 1980 was 18 [8 total for Barrow]. Also reports the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission's viewpoints concerning the status of bowheads and Alaskan Eskimo subsistence
whaling at current meetings of the International Whaling Commission and the adoption of a three-
year quota of 45 whales, with the provision that no more than 17 can be taken in a single year.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, delayed by ice barrier; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census; POPULATION-mortality,
whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC DIGEST.
1978. Alaskan leases may stimulate transport hub. Arct. Dig.10(4):13.

Alaska Governor Jay Hammond announced that the scheduled Point Thompson (50 miles east of
Prudhoe Bay, Beaufort Sea) oil lease sale had been postponed. Public hearings revealed almost
unanimous opposition to the sale at this time. Among those groups known to be against the lease
sales are people concerned about the effects on bowhead whales which calve in the area. North
Slope natives who conduct subsistence hunts for the bowhead opposed the sale and are supported
by legal groups and the environmental Greenpeace organization. The whales may be covered by
proposals to amend the Endangered Species Act now being considered by the U.S. Congress.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-Beaufort Sea; REGULATION & CONSERVATION - regulation, conservation; REPRODUCTION-parturition;
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950a. April 29 [Two bowheads caught by Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska.] U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 10:6.

“Routine work at the laboratory was interrupted in mid-afternoon when word was received that one of
the whaling camps had a whale. A general exodus in the direction of the camps followed--and only
Harry remained to hold down the fort. By six o'clock about 300 Eskimos were at the camp with
approximately 50 dog teams. An acre of ice was occupied by family groups around their sleds or
around gasoline or oil stoves heating water in preparation for cooking muktuk.

The whale, a young bowhead not much over 25 feet in length, was drawn out of the water onto the
ice by means of block and tackle attached to the tail and anchored to the ice. Two triangular holes
were made in the ice about 18 inches apart and to a depth of 2 feet and then a hole was made under
this 18-inch by 2-foot section so that a rope could be drawn under it. The pulling is then done by
hand--many hands.

Even before the whale was out of the water pieces of muktuk had been cut off. Some of it is eaten
raw, but most of the Eskimos seem to prefer to cook it when it is fresh. Once out of the water the
animal was soon flensed and strips of the muktuk were dragged out of the way with hooks and later
hauled to the village on sleds.

About 7:30, with the aid of a telescope, some of the Eskimos sighted a flag at another whaling camp
some distance away. A flag announces the taking of a whale. There was vocal jubilation at the first
camp.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950b. April 30 [Length of second bowhead caught by Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska,
on April 29.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res.
Lab. Newsl. No. 10:6.

“Rex Rowray, the only ARL representative to visit the second whaling camp last night, came in 7:00
a.m. today. Natives had worked all night caring for the second whale, which was about 45 ft. long.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950c. May 1 [Another whale caught by Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 11:1.

“The Eskimos got another whale today and some ARL photographic fans loaded with equipment
arrived on the scene in the late afternoon in time to see the carcass after it had been flensed.
Several were daring enough to try eating raw muktuk; the chief requisite for which is a strong pair of
jaws and a good set of teeth--coupled with an open mind, of course.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950d. May 8 [Another whale caught by Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 11:3.

“The Eskimos have another whale. There should be much celebrating in Barrow village about June.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950e. May 18 [Another whale, a stinker, landed by Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska.]
U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No.
11:5.

“The Eskimos got another whale. This time it was one that had been shot several days ago and
came up under the ice. It was necessary to blast the ice to get at the whale. Such whales are called
“stinkers”, an appropriate appellation, we are informed by an ArCon lady who went to the scene to
take pictures. The muktuk from such “stinkers” is eaten, but the flesh is fed to the dogs. Muktuk
from a stinker is said to be superior to that from a fresh whale, no doubt because of a softening
process due to decomposition.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950f. June 13 [Barrow village celebrated the catching of whales.]. U.S. Dep. Navy,
Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 12:4-5.

“Barrow village was the scene of a celebration today--celebrating the catching of whales' Festivities
began in the afternoon, but, with the exception of Wennesland and Nelda Black, visitors from the
ARL could not attend until after dinner. Blanket tossing was in progress and continued until nearly
midnight, when the tossing gear was lowered and the dancing mat was put down. Pete was one of
the six or seven drummers and both Jake and Chester took part in the dancing. Unfortunately, the
sun was not cooperative and 1:00 a.m. saw most of the camera fans departing, although the
Eskimos danced for another hour.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950g. June 15 [Barrow villagers held another whale celebration today.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 12:5.

“Another whale celebration was held today--a bigger and better one it was reported. ARL visitors
were conspicuous by their absence, Wennesland being the chief representative, although the
Wickhams got over for a 20 minute stay. No sun. Several people who remained at camp stayed up,
watching and hoping that the sun would appear about midnight, the usual time for dancing to begin.
Still no sun.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950h. September 14 [A dead beached whale found near Barrow, Alaska.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 15:3.

“A whale about 25 feet long washed ashore near the sled shop today. It probably had been killed
last spring and trapped under the ice so was very ripe. However, it is being cut up for dog meat.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); POPULATION-mortality, stranding (utilization).

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950i. September 25 [Barrow villagers kill a whale]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 15:4.

“The Villagers killed a whale this evening. It was about 10:00 p.m. before they succeeded in getting
it on the beach so not many attended from ARL. We understand that it was about 30 feet long which
makes it one of the larger ones taken this year.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950j. October 12 [Point Barrow Eskimos killed but lost a whale yesterday.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 16:3.

“The Eskimos reported that another whale was killed late yesterday, but was lost owing to the onset
of darkness before it could be secured and kept afloat.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, killed/lost; WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1950k. October 13 [A small whale caught late yesterday by Point Barrow whaler.]. U.S.
Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No.
16:3.

“The Eskimo workmen reported that Ned Nusinginga's whaling crew got a small whale late
yesterday. It was hauled ashore and all cut up before midnight.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951a. April 19 [Whaling season begins at Point Barrow, Alaska.]. U.S. Dep. Navy,
Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 22:4.

“The Eskimo whaling season is beginning to get underway. With the advent of warm weather, leads
in the sea ice are beginning to open up and the whales are beginning to run. One whaling crew took
advantage of the well-packed trail to Rudy's offshore cable station to move an umiak to the open
water. At the present time, the open water nearest Camp lies about 7 miles offshore, beyond the
pressure ridge.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951b. May 3 [Two whales killed by Eskimos.] U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:1.

“Yesterday's rumors of a whale kill proved true and a second whale has been thrown in for good
measure. Jake and Miles didn't make it to work today: it's apparent that they've gone to the whaling
camps to haul in a load of meat. Neither of the whales was killed near the camp so no [one] has
gone sightseeing.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951c. May 6 [Another whale killed and two more struck but lost.]. U.S. Dep. Navy,
Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl|. No. 23:2.

“Another whale was killed this afternoon. The Eskimos now have three and two more have been
wounded. The Eskimos still hope to recover the carcasses of the wounded whales as the ocean
currents shift the ice about.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951d. May 9 [A dead whale (a stinker) is recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:2.

“The Lab is short-handed again. The Eskimo whalers caught a “stinker” last night and Jake and
Miles failed to put in their appearance. (“Stinker” is the Eskimo's term for a whale which has been
wounded and recovered by the hunters a number of days after death.) Pete tells us that whale meat
is now selling for 35 cents a pound in the village, and muktuk--the skin and several inches of the
attached blubber--is bringing 60 cents a pound.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951e. May 12 [Another whale taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:3.

“The Eskimos brought word today that another whale was killed at 3:00 a.m. Sleds loaded with meat
are coming in on the trail just off shore from camp.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951f. May 15 [A whale is killed but lost to moving ice.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:4.

“Another whale was killed last night. However, after the animal was hauled up onto the ice, the ice
broke off and the floe drifted out to sea. The Eskimos made it back to the shore-fast ice in their
boats, but were forced to let the whale go. They're in hope the floe will ground again farther down
the coast, making it possible for another crew to get the meat.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, killed but lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951g. May 16 [Whale lost yesterday is recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:4.

“Whale number six-the big one that got away yesterday-was recovered by another crew. The ice
flow on which it floated to sea, grounded some 20 miles south of the village and the meat is now on
its way to Barrow by the sledload.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951h. May 29 [Seventh whale taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 23:6.

“The seventh whale of the season was taken last night. What a celebration the village will have this
year.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951i. June 19 [First Nelakatuk held by villagers.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 24:5.

“ ... Nelakatuk. The entire Camp turned out almost en masse for the celebration. Two ArCon LVT's,
completely jammed, carried the crowd to the village to witness the festivities, which followed the
classic pattern: blanket toss, lots of free muktuk, and the native dance in the wee morning hours.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951j. June 21 [Second Nelakatuk held by villagers.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 24:6.

A second Nelakatuk to celebrate a successful whaling season was held at Barrow today.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951k. September 28 [Seven crews are whaling.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 27:6.

“Now that duck hunting is becoming passe, the Eskimos are turning to a greater thrill (and greater
reward) of whale hunting. Some seven crews now are operating from the Point. A number of
whales were reported sighted far offshore today, but none of the crews made kills.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

19511. October 5 [A 40-foot whale killed but lost.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 28:2.

“Pete returned from his annual leave today, bringing many a tall tale of the fall whaling season. His
stories of the whale which surfaced beneath the umiak and gave the boat crew a short, rough ride; of
the 40-footer, killed after a 2-hour battle, which finally was cut adrift and abandoned when the sea
became too rough to continue the tow...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-interaction with whaling boat; POPULATION—mortality, whaling, killed but lost; WHALING—western Arctic,
Beaufort Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1951m. October 28 [A whale was killed late yesterday.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 28:5-6.

“A whaling crew outfitted by Ned Nusunginya, the ArCon labor foreman, made a kill yesterday.
Three boats were sighted opposite camp, towing a small whale from the Point to the village. The
animal was beached at the water's edge and later was dragged well out of the water by a tractor.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952a. April 20 [No whales taken to date.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 34:5.

“Open water is only about 3 miles or less offshore NW of Barrow. No gulls or ducks have appeared
yet and, although 3 whaling camps have been established, no whales have been taken to date.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952b. May 19 [No whale catch to date.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 35:5.

“Chester Lampe allows this is a very poor whaling season. No catch yet...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952c. May 26 [No open water and no whales off Brower's whaling camp.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 35:6.

“An ArCon weaselful of Barrowites drove out to Brower's whaling camp in hopes of coming within
sight and smell (?) of muktuk. No open water, no whale, but thousands of king eider ducks flying

overhead.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952d. July 17 [Eskimo who singlehandly took a whale.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 37:7.

“Bert Carter hired five Eskimo assistants to help with the [archaeological] digging. Included in his
crew is John Quincy Adams, an older man held in great respect for his hunting ability. John took a
whale once from an oomiak, singlehanded.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crew.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952e. September 24 [Eskimos whaling unproductive.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 39:6.

“Eskimos are out whaling this month. Boats out for several days but not one flies the flag to show a
whale was caught.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952f. September 26 [No whales sighted to date.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 39:7.

“Eskimo crews report still no whale sighted.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1952g. December 4 [Polar bear kill eases lack of whales during the past season.]. U.S.
Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No.

42:2.

“Polar bears to the right of us, polar bears to the left of us! Next thing they will be parading down
main street. If this sort of invasion keeps on, the natives at the village will feel less keenly the lack of
whales during the past season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953a. March 30 [A good whaling year predicted.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 45:12.

“Ned Nusinginya declares that the Eskimo hunters are going to get a fine catch of whale this spring.
He doesn't say how he knows, but he's positive in his statements.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953b. April 9 [Nusunginya whaling crew out today.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:4.

“We hear that Ned Nusunginya and his whaling crew go out today. The Eskimos at ARL are excited
about the prospects for a good whaling season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953c. April 15 [Two crews set up whaling camps.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:6.

“Pete [Sovalik] reported this morning that two crews left the village to set up their whaling camps on
or near the lead. Pete said they and the others in the Village were greatly excited about the coming
season and all are hoping for many whales and an abundance of muktuk.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953d. April 19 [One whale sighted near Wainwright but none at Barrow yet.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:7.

“The Eskimo whalers are still at their stations on the ice, but no whales have been spotted yet. A
report came in that one had been seen near Wainwright, but only for a short time and a kill was not
made.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953e. April 27 [First whale of the season was struck but lost.). U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic
Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:11.

“The reports on the preparations and constant watching at the whaling camps continue to come in
each morning as the Eskimo men come to work. Ned Nusinginya makes a trip to the village once or
twice a day and today brought back word that one crew had shot a whale with a shoulder gun, but
that the bomb had failed to explode so they lost the first whale struck this season. He reported too
that Tom Brower had attempted to get a whale with a darting gun--a wooden harpoon-like tool with a
bomb ingeniously fastened to the tip of it so the contact of a protruding rod with the whale's body
explodes a small shell, which in turn drives a bomb into the animal where the bomb is supposed to
explode--but had missed as the whale was a little too far from the ice for Tom to make good his cast.
However, none of the Eskimos seem to be discouraged by the first miss or two for they believe that if
there are so many whales in the vicinity this early in the season they will have better luck soon.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck but lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, gear.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953f. April 28 [First whale of the season landed.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:11-12.

The first whale of the season was killed about a mile straight out from the village. The carcass was
examined by an ARL scientist for parasitic copepods but the animal proved to be exceptionally clean
and not a parasite was found. “Afterward Pete informed him that the “whale lice” were hardly ever
found on the bowhead whale, which this one was, but on the humpback [gray] whales that appear in
this vicinity later in the season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration (relationship with other species); PATHOLOGY- parasites; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea,
native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953¢g. April 29 [Two more whales taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:12.

“We learned at breakfast this morning that a second whale had been killed and all cut up during the
night. At coffee time, 9:30 A.M., more excitement marked the arrival of word that a third one had
been taken by Roxy's crew and that the “cutting in” process would begin shortly. The whale had just
been killed less than an hour earlier and it was tied up to the ice straight out from the AACS station.

Eventually the whale was pulled up on the ice, and it appeared to be somewhat smaller than the one
obtained the day before. The one taken yesterday was about thirty-four feet long, this one only 26
feet long, but a good deal broader in the beam, proportionally than the longer whale.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-nomenclature (ingutuk?); MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch,
crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953h. April 30 [Whale number four taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 46:13.

Just before midnight the ARL learned that whale number four for this season had been taken by
Alfred Hopson's crew offshore from the “Duck shooting station.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.



56

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953i. May 1 [A “stinker” is recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:1.

“The SDARL concluded the Newsletter for 30 April with an incomplete reference to another whale.
He, Chester, Chester's twelve-year-old son, and Adam Leavitt rode part way out to the camp in a
weasel, then proceeded on foot a distance of about a mile to the open lead where Alfred Hopson
had caught his second whale of the season. Although it was only a little after one o'clock in the
morning when they arrived at the whaling camp there was enough light by which to take black and
white pictures and Doc began “shooting” with the Speed Graphic immediately after arriving. The
whale was already out on the ice and the flukes had been cut off when the ARL group arrived but
Alfred Hopson delayed further “cutting in” until measurements could be taken. All of the laboratory
group helped cut up the carcass and both Chester and Adam received a share of the meat and
muktuk. They arrived back at camp at 0615 and Doc turned in for a few hours sleep. At 1000 he
returned to the laboratory, just to learn that still another whale, a “stinker”, had been hauled
alongside the solid ice almost straight out from camp, so Doc and Dorothy Wiggins, Marcella
Lawson, Mike Dalton, Olive DePrang and Bert Ames hiked through the snow to camp. It was a
strenuous hike, but not half as hard going out as it was returning at the end of the day! The whale
had been hit first on the 29th of April but had sunk and only came to the surface this morning. Joe
Sikvoygak and his crew had sighted it and hauled it ashore, having lost a whale on Tuesday at about
the place where this one came to the surface. When it was hauled out of the ice -- only after a series
of comical episodes involving the breaking of the rope tackle and some spills on the ice -- lively
interest in finding one of the bombs kept all hands working on the animal. One chap was standing
on top of the carcass when his flensing iron struck too deeply and punctured the body cavity of the
bloated “stinker”. The whale blew up like an over-inflated tire and a generous quantity of the viscera
rained down around his head and shoulders! The hilarity that accompanied the “blow-out is rarely
equaled!

When the bomb was finally located there was some uncertainty about the marking on it, so Joe and
Otis Ahkivgak both claim the whale and are still arguing about it.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews, gear,
utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953j. May 5 [Total whale catch to date is 12 at Barrow; none caught at Wainwright.].
U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No.
47:2.

“Three groups of Eskimos arrived in the Village today by dog team from Wainwright. They came to
buy whale meat, which is selling for fifty cents a pound. No whales have been caught at Wainwright
because the leads are all in shallow water.

The total catch of whales stands at twelve today, the Native Store crew having taking its second
whale today!”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews, utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953k. May 7 [Whale catch to date totals 14.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:2.

“The whaling crews now have a total of fourteen whales.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953l. May 11 [A “stinker” is recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:3.

“The Eskimos get another whale today but it turned out to be another “stinker”, one which had been
shot several days ago.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953m. May 18 [Some crews stop whaling.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab., Newsl|. No. 47:5.

“The whaling crews are beginning to break camp. There have been no whales caught in the past
week and it would seem that the first of the two annual whaling seasons is behind us.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953n. May 20 [Three polar bears sighted feeding on a whale carcass.]. U.S. Dep. Navy,
Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:6.

“General Van Fleet and Col. Waltz had attempted to hunt a polar bear and from the plane located
three of them feeding on the carcass of a whale.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck/lost, stranding; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-scavengers.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

19530. May 28 [Another whale struck but lost; 18 taken to date.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic
Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:7-8.

“Pete says the whalers shot a whale last evening but were unsuccessful in catching it. Seems they
did not have any harpoons around so Mr. Whale got away. He'll probably end up a “stinker”. Pete
didn't seem to mind too much though for they had a very good season so far. Eighteen whales have
been taken by the Barrow crews.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck/lost; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953p. May 29 [Whale number 19 is caught.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 47:8.

“Today there was much excitement around the lab again. The Eskimos got another whale. It turned
out to be a “baby whale” about twenty-five feet long.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953q. June 9 [Nulakatuk to be held-first in two years.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 48:5.

“This morning ARL received an invitation from the President of the Barrow Village Council, Mr. Eben
Hopson, to attend the “Nulakatuk”. This is a celebration given after a successful whaling season,
sponsored by the crews who got the whales. It is most interesting and colorful. This is the first big
celebration in the last two years, as no whales were caught during the 1952 whaling season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953r. June 11 [Nulakatuk tonight.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 48:5.

“Four of the successful whaling crews will stage the Nulakatuk in the Village tonight. Everyone at
ARL is invited.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1953s. June 12 [First Nulakatuk held last evening; two more to be held, one on Monday
and one on Thursday of next week.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 48:6.

“A number of the ARL people went to the Village for the Nulakatuk last evening. It was held on the
beach ... The Laboratory people have been invited to attend the next two celebrations, one on
Monday (the 15th], the next on Thursday [the 18th] of next week.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955a. April 25 [Some whaling crews on the ice.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 1:2.

“From Barrow Village we learn that whaling parties are out on the ice-but no flags hoisted as yet.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955b. May 6 (Friday.). [Season's first whale landed.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl|. No. 2:3.

“A pressure ridge is grounded out about two miles and beyond this is an extensive lead. The natives
have established several whaling camps along it and today they took their first whale, a small
bowhead, about six miles south of the Village. Horace Ahsogeak is the crew chief of the season's
first whale.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955c. May 7 (Saturday.). [Whale number two landed.] U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:3.

“Pete Sovalik and Chester Lampe were all smiles this morning, because Luther Leavitt brought in
whale no. 2 of the season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY

1955d. May 10 (Tuesday.): [Whales sighted in lead four miles offshore.]. U.S. Dep.
Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl|. No. 2:4.

“A Bush Plane coming in from southwest coastal area reports many whale visible in the lead about
four miles out, and the Eskimos have already made for that direction.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR- migration; WHALING western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955e. May 12 (Thursday.). [A whale is struck but lost.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:4.

“Word was received today that a third whale was shot today by Fred Ipalook's crew but that it got
away because the crew did not have enough bombs to finish it off. No doubt this whale will end up
as a “stinker”--the term used by the local Eskimos to describe a whale which is mortally wounded
and is found at a later date either at the surface of the ocean or below the ice. In such cases,
Chester Lampe reports that the muktuk is still good eating but the meat of the stinker is fed to the
dogs.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck/lost; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews, utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955f. May 13 (Friday.). [Whale number three landed.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:4.

“Muktuk tonight! Eli Solomon's crew bagged whale No. 3 today.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955g. May 14 (Saturday.). [Three more whales landed.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:5.

“Lots of muktuk tonight! Eli Solomon brought in No. 4 (his second whale of the season); Dan
Leavitt's crew killed whale No. 5; and Al Hopson came through with whale No. 6.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955h. May 15 (Sunday.). [Another three whales captured.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:5.

“Another field day for the Eskimo Whaling Teams, and much muktuk tonight for the Lab's Eskimo
assistants. Eli Solomon's crew got whale No. 7 (his third); Luther Leavitt got No. 8 (his second); and
Wyman Panigeo had to be satisfied with his first whale of this season, whale No. 9.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955i. May 16 (Monday.). [Tenth whale of season taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:5.

“The cry of “Muktuk” continues to ring throughout the Village and Camp, when word came through
that Edward Nukapigak killed whale No. 10.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955j. May 18 (Wednesday.). [Whale number 11 is taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:6.

“More muktuk! Al Hopson took possession of whale no. 11 (his second of the season.). However,
the whale was a “stinker”, having been shot by Al's crew about May 16 and identified today by the
bomb which was taken out of the whale in the process of butchering it. The dogs must be fed too; so
the stinker is hardly any loss at all insofar as the odorous meat is concerned.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews,
utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955k. May 19 (Thursday.). [Two stinkers recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab.,
Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:6.

“Two stinkers made an appearance. Steve Hopson (brother of Al Hopson) was in charge of the crew
that got Nos. 12 and 13 today. These two whales were shot by Steve's crew a few days ago and
were recovered today.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955]. May 23 (Monday.). [Two more stinkers recovered.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:7.

“Good o'l Joshua Sakegak brought the total of whales killed thus far this season to No. 14, even
though he had to be satisfied with a stinker. And whale No. 15-also a terrible stinker-was recovered
several miles south of the Village. In fact, the distance to be covered by dog teams was so
prohibitive that the Eskimos decided to salvage only the “muktuk” and left the rest of the stinker out
on the ice. The crew responsible for killing this 15th whale is unknown.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews,
utilization.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1955m. May 31 (Tuesday.). Recap of whales killed during the month of May in the
vicinity of Point Barrow. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska,
Arctic Res. Lab. Newsl. No. 2:10.

“‘RECAP OF WHALES KILLED DURING THE MONTH OF MAY IN THE VICINITY OF POINT

BARROW”
Whale number Crew Chief Date Whale Killed

1 Horace Ahsogeak May 6
2 Luther Leavitt May 7
3 Eli Solomon May 13
4 Eli Solomon May 14
5 Dan Leavitt May 14
6 Al Hopson May 14
7 Eli Solomon May 15
8 Luther Leavitt May 15
9 Wyman Panigeo May 15
10 Edward Nukapigak May 16
11 Al Hopson May 18 (“stinker”)
12 Steve Hopson (Al's brother)May 19 (“stinker”)
13 Steve Hopson May 19 (“stinker”)
14 Joshua Sakegak May 23 (“stinker”)
15 Unknown May 23 (“stinker”).”

WESTERN ARCTIC

POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinker; WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1956a. Monthly Progress Report for May. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Monthly Prog. Rep. for May:3.

“On May 19 a report reached the Laboratory just about noon that a whale had been taken at one of
the less distant whaling camps, so an attempt was made to secure pictures, specimens of parasites
and barnacles from the carcass. Most of the staff members, including Chester Lampe and Phil
Sovalik, drove as far as was deemed prudent then left the two weasels and walked about six miles
farther out on the ice. The trip was fruitless, for the two whales had been completely cut up by the
time the party reached the camp. This was the only concerted attempt on the part of the Laboratory
staff to participate in actual field work during the month.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1956b. Monthly Progress Report for June. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Monthly Prog. Rep. for June:3.

“Various members of the staff attended one or more of three nelakatuk celebrations staged during
the month by the natives of Barrow Village following a successful whaling season. A moderate
amount of Kodachrome 16mm movie film was exposed for addition to the ARL documentary film
during these celebrations.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, film.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1957. Ecology of crustaceans. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska,
Arctic Res. Lab. Monthly Prog. Rep. for May:6.

“Field work was planned with two-fold objective: a) observation of bowhead whaling for general data
and specifically for gathering parasitic materials, and b) under-ice measurements and collecting at
the halocline Nuwuk Lake, Point Barrow. The first objective was not achieved.

Only two beluga were taken before the writer [Dr. John L. Mohr] left and the subsequent destruction
of most of the whaling fleet by storm action removed the chances of getting bowhead specimens for
this year.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-relationship with other species; WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, gear.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1961. May 6 [First spring whale caught.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“The first spring whale was caught directly off Barrow village at 0640 [hrs.]. It was a 26 foot
bowhead.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1965. May 5 [First spring whale caught.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“The Barrow village whaling crews produced the first whale of the spring season today.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966a. April 15 [Spring whaling begins.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Whaling season opened today and several whaling parties put out from the village.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966b. April 23 [Five crews whaling.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point Barrow,
Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Dickerson reported five whaling camps sighted.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966¢. May 10 [First spring whale caught.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“The first whale of the season was caught by Harold lItta's crew.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966d. May 18 [Two more whales taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Two more bowhead whales were taken by the Barrow whalers today.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966e. June 24 [Three whales caught-Nalakatuk tonight.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res.
Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Barrow village nalakatuk was held tonight. Three whales taken so far this season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966f. October 7 [First autumn whale taken.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“First whale of season brought in by Whitlam Adams.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966g. October 11 [Another whale landed.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Another whale brought in.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966h. October 13 [Bowhead sighted off ARL.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Loralee Lance spotted a small bowhead whale about 20 yards offshore by the camp in the morning.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966i. October 22 [Five boats unsuccessfully pursue whale.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic
Res. Lab., Point Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“Ilce moved away from shore today for a few miles. A whale was seen close to shore at noon-up to
five boats were dispatched to the scene (no immediate luck).”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1966j. October 23 [A small whale caught.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“A small whale was brought in today at the village. It was quite small, but very tender and tasty
according to local source. Taken by a 14-year old boy in Whitlam Adam's boat.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY.

1967. May 22 [No whales captured to date.]. U.S. Dep. Navy, Arctic Res. Lab., Point
Barrow, Alaska, Arctic Res. Lab. Log.

“A N.E. wind, necessary to open the leads for the whalers, sprang up today, but lasted only a few
hours. No whales have yet been taken this season.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ARNASON, ULFUR.
1981. Localization of NORs in cetacean karyotypes. Hereditas 95:269-275.

A silver staining technique was used for locating the nucleolar organizing regions (NORs) in 7
cetacean species, four odontocetes and three mysticetes. In the introduction to this paper, the
author stated that the similarity between the 2n=44 odontocete and mysticete karyotypes was
demonstrated in studies of the fin whale. This species, along with the bottlenose dolphin and the
pilot whale, exhibited associations between the nomologs of the smallest pair of chromosomes.
Studies of additional species conforming to the general 2n=44 cetacean karyotype showed that the
occurrence of associations between the homologs of the smallest pair was ubiquitous. In karyotypes
not conforming to the general 2n=44 karyotype, associations involving one pair have been observed
in the sperm and pygmy sperm whales and in the bowhead whale. These species all have 2n=42.
The sperm and pygmy whale karyotypes differ radically from the general 2n=44 karyotype, whereas
the bowhead karyotype shows considerable similarities to it.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—karyotypes, nomologs; IDENTITY—genetics.
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ARNASON, ULFUR.

1982. Southern blot hybridization in cetaceans, using killer whale restriction fragment as
a probe. Hereditas 97:47-49.

“...Killer whale [Orcinus orca] DNA [deoxyribonucleic acid] was hybridized to different cetacean
DNAs according to the Southern blot technique. The DNAs originated from the whitebeak dolphin,
harbor porpoise, and the belukha, minke and bowhead whales ... Hybridizatin to the bowhead DNA
was virtually nonexistent.” (From author’s abstact.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-DNAs; IDENTITY—genetics.

ARNASON, ULFUR, IAN F. PURDOM, and KEN W. JONES.

1982. Cetacean molecular hybridization using balenopterid satellite DNA cRNAs as
probes. Hereditas 97:33-36.

“RNAs [ribonucleic acid] complementary to two unrelated DNA satellites of the mysticete genus
Balaenoptera were hybridized to total DNA of several cetacean species. The results showed that
sequences related to the light (0=1.702/1.703) balenopterid sallite [sic] were not present in the
odontocete materials investigated. Limited hybridization to bowhead DNA was registered ... In the
balenopterid karyotypes the heavy satellite (0=1.710/1.711) occurs in terminal C-bands; the same
general pattern occurred in the bowhead. The results of the molecular hybridization are consistent
with a monophyletic origin of odontocetes and mysticetes.” (From author’s abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—karyotypes; IDENTITY—genetics.

ARNOLD, CHARLES D.

1980. A Paleoeskimo occupation on southern Banks Island, N.W.T. Arctic 33(3): 400-
426.

“Archaeological remains found from the Lagoon site, on Banks Island, N.W.T., provide a new
perspective on the nature of changes that occurred within Paleoeskimo cultures during the first
millennium B.C. (From author’s abstract.)

Although rare, walrus and bowhead whales are known to occur in offshore waters of Banks Island.
Artifacts discovered include two baleen lashings and a scapula of an immature whale. As there is
nothing in the artifact inventory to indicate that whales were hunted, the author concludes it is likely
that the remains are those of a drift carcass.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; DISTRIBUTION-history; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-artifacts; SKELETAL REMAINS—
beachcast; WHALING-history, western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, natives.
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ARON, WILLIAM.

1981. International whaling management. /n Robert W. Schoning and Naomi Krant,
Science, politics, and fishing: a series of lectures, p. 41-46. Sea Grant College
Program ORESU-W-81-001, Ore. State Univ., Corvallis, OR 97331.

Briefly reviews evolution of the International Whaling Commission from an organization focused on
promoting the advancement of commercial whaling without concern for the status of the various
whale populations to a conservation orientated one recognizing the importance of intelligent
biological management of each species and its role in the ecology of the marine environment.
Includes the difficult problem the United States government faced in the 1970s concerning the
survival of the bowhead whale and the survival of a human population as well - the Eskimos of the
Alaskan North Slope community whose cultural tradition depends upon the bowhead whale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance, mortality, whaling, number landed, struck and lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-

management, quotas; WHALING—-Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, native, catch, gear, utilization.

ARSEN’EV, V. A,, V. A. ZEMSKII, and I. S. STUDENETSKAYA.

1973. Morskie mlekopitayushchie (Marine mammals). Pishchevaya Promyshlennost;
Moscow. 232 p. In Russian. [Seen and annotated by Paul Macy.]

“‘Reviews all marine mammals in chapters 1-5, ... B. mysticetus is discussed on p. 27-29. Includes
brief review of general knowledge on distribution, food, behavior, migration, reproduction, growth and
development, parasites, and abundance....”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOUR-swimming, respiration; DISTRIBUTION-Bering and Chukchi Seas; GROWTH-development; NUTRITION-food,
feeding; PATHOLOGY—Parasites; POPULATION-abundance.

ARUTYUNOV, S. A, I. . KRUPNIK and M. A. CHLENOV.

1982. “Kitovaya alleya.” Drevnosti ostrovov proliva Senyavina (“Whalebone alley.”
Antiquities of the islands in Proliv Senyavina.) Izd. Akad. Nauk SSR, Inst. Ethnogr.
N.S. Miklukho-Maklai, 174 p. In Russian, with English abstract.

In 1976 ethnographers in the U.S.S.R. discovered an ancient Eskimo ceremonial site containing
bowhead whale bones, stone structures and meat caches on the northern shore of Yttygran Island
off the southeast coast of the Chukchi Peninsula. The monument, named “Whalebone Alley,”
consisted of whale skulls aligned in a definite geometric pattern and arranged in 15 groups at regular
intervals of 10m and occasionally at 20m, that the authors surmised as representing a length and
double length of the traditional umiak and that each skull group represented a whaling crew.
Additionally, a bit farther inland is a row of mandibles stuck upright into the ground. The authors
dated the monument to the final Punuk period (ca. 1300 A.D.).

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY-skulls, mandibles, ceremonial site; WHALING-history, Bering Sea, native, crews, photographs and
drawings.
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ARVY, LUCIE.

1973-74a. Mammary glands, milk and lactation in cetaceans. In G. Pilleri (editor),
Investigations on Cetacea, 5:157-202. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

Reviews known information on mammary glands and secretions in cetaceans. Glass et al. (1967) is
included in table 1, containing authors of principal works published on this subject, and on p. 189
author states “The fatty acids of Balaena mysticetus (Glass et al., 1967) are also well known.”, but
complete reference was omitted at end of paper. Also, caption to Plate 2, figure 3 reads: “The
mammary gutterings (fe) on either side of the genital orifice in a Pterobalaena minor groenlandica (=
Balaena mysticetus), after Eschricht (1849).”

CIRCUMPOLAR.
IDENTITY-nomenclature; NUTRITION—food, milk; PHYSIOLOGY-glands, milk; REPRODUCTION-anatomy, lactation.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1973-1974b. The kidney, renal parasites and renal secretion in cetaceans. In G. Pilleri
(editor), Investigations on Cetacea, 5:231-310. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

A detailed study of the cetacean kidney. “The kidneys of adult B. physalus and B. musculus are
semicircular in outline and their greatest width is approximately at mid-length. Their section is
triangular. Similar conditions (Fig. 3) were found in the Greenland whale fetus examined by Meek
(1918).” (p. 237). Figure 3 (on p. 238) is a drawing from Meek showing the kidney of a 41 cm long
Balaena mysticetus fetus. Table 11 on page 270 shows Filariam crassicaudam as a parasite found
in the urinary passages of B. mysticetus.

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-anatomy; PATHOLOGY-parasites.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1977a. Asymmetry in cetaceans. In G. Pilleri (editor), Investigations on Cetacea, 8:161-
201. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

A review of asymmetry in cetaceans. “As De Luca (1878) observed in the Biscayan right whale,
there is apparently a slight asymmetry in cetacean ribs with a bias towards the left. The asymmetry
effects both the length and number of ribs. Differences in the length of the ribs in a Balaena
mysticetus and in Japanese grey whales are shown in Tables 13 and 14. (p.180). The asymmetry of
the thymus has been known since Simon(1845) in Balaena mysticetus.” (p. 185).

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-structure, asymmetry.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1977b. Contribution to the knowledge of morphological anomalies in cetacean teeth. In
G. Pilleri (editor), Investigations on Cetacea, 8:245-254. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne,
Switzerland.

Reviews dental anomaly in cetaceans. The first systematic French study of the teeth of whalebone
whales seems to have been made by Rousseau in 1856. Before him E. Geoffroy Saint Hilaire
(1807) had merely noted the existence, in the lower jaw of a right whale (Balaena mysticetus), of
tooth germs resembling those of the sperm whale.

MORPHOLOGY-tooth germs.
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ARVY, LUCIE.

1977c. La peau, les phaneres et leurs parasites chez les cetaces (Blubber, skin structure
and their parasites in cetaceans). Vie Milieu, Ser. A, Biol. Mar. 27(2):137-190. In
French.

This is a study, in Odontoceti and Mystacoceti, of the skin-structures (epidermis and dermis) and
adipose tissue (blubber, melon and jaw oils). Eye-lashes and eyebrows, as well as whale bones are
compared. Cutaneous commensals, parasites or predators (Cyamus, Coronella, Balanus, Pennella,
etc.) are also compared. The economical importance of skin (for leather) and blubbers (for oils) are
emphasized. (From author’s abstract in English).

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-structure; PATHOLOGY-parasites; WHALING-commercial, products, utilization.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1979. The abdominal bones of cetaceans. In G. Pilleri (editor), Investigations on
Cetacea, 10:215-227. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

Author reviews literature on the presence of abdominal or pelvic bones in cetaceans. Table 1 on
page 221 lists the species for which abdominal bones have been described together with the
reporting authors. Reinhardt (1846-1848) is shown as reporting on Balaena mysticetus, but
Reinhardt and Eschricht (1861) is the only reference shown for Reinhardt.

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-structure.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1980. Les cetaces du Canada: la baleine a tete d'arc (Balaena mysticetus) et le
marsouin blanc (Delphinapterus leucas) autemps de Charlevoix et de Maurepas
(Cetaceans of Canada: the great polar whale (Balaena mysticetus) and the white
porpoise (Dephinapterus leucas), at the time of Charlevoix and Maurepas. Ann.
Soc. Sci. Nat. Charente-Marit. 6(7):633-645. In French.

Contains information on the occurrence of the great polar whale and of the white porpoise during the
17th and 18th centuries off the coasts of Canada, their behavior and on their parasites.

EASTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR; DISTRIBUTION-history; PATHOLOGY—parasites.

ARVY, LUCIE.

1982. Phoresies and parasitism in cetaceans: a review. In G. Pilleri (editor),
Investigations on Cetacea, 14:233-335. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

Reviews the literature on external and internal parasites of cetaceans including Balaena mysticetus
(p. 274 -75, 283, and Table 1.). In this short review no account has been taken of possible
synonymies, and in most cases the name given to both host and parasite is the one used by the
observer who discovered them.

CIRCUMPOLAR
PATHOLOGY-parasites.
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ARVY, L., and G. PILLERI.

1977. The sternum in Cetacea. In G. Pilleri (editor), Investigations on Cetacea, 8:123-
148. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne, Switzerland.

A systematic comparison of the cetacean sternum. Previous descriptions of the sternum of the
bowhead were presented by Eschricht and Reinhardt (1866), Van Beneden and Gervais(1880),
Slijper (1936), and Nishiwaki and Kasuta (1970). Sternal articular surfaces vary according to species
with the exception of the whalebone whales (including Balaena mysticetus) where the sternum only
articulates with the first pair of ribs.

CIRCUMPOLAR
MORPHOLOGY-structure.

ASHLEY, CLIFFORD W.

1938. The Yankee whaler. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, Mass, 156 p., [112] pls.
(Copyright 1926 and 1938.)

Briefly reviews the history of whaling in various areas, its development in North America, the life of
the sailors, and the gear and whaling techniques for different species. The chapter on whales gives
limited descriptions of biology, behavior, physiology and other aspects of various species. The
chapter includes the author's opinion that the ability of smooth-bellied whales, including the
bowhead, to resist pressure at depth is explained principally by the ability to contract their bodies,
increasing their specific gravity. Other comments about bowheads include physical description,
feeding behavior and mouth structure, behavior when attacked, and how whalers adjust to take
advantage of that behavior.

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, diving, respiratory, vocalization; MORPHOLOGY; NUTRITION—feeding behavior; PHYSIOLOGY—
metabolism and diving; WHALING-history.

ASKINS, CHARLES, COL.
1982. The giant of the Chukchi Sea. Am. Hunter 10(1):24-25, 52, 60.

Describes an aerial hunt for trophy polar bears (prior to enactment of the 1972 Marine Mammal
Protection Act) during the month of April (year not given) over ice of the Chukchi Sea off the coast of
the Soviet Union. Routinely flying from their base at Kotzebue, Alaska, the hunters flew toward Mys
Dezhneva (East Cape) until the radar dome there was in sight, then flew to the northwest
approximately 50 miles offshore looking for bears. On the first day of their hunt, and about one hour
after turning northwestward from near East Cape, the carcass of a large whale frozen in the ice was
sighted. It was estimated that 30 or 40 feet of the animal was visible. There were 17 polar bears,
most sows with cubs, and four boars feeding. On the third day of the hunt they found three more
whales and two wolves frozen in the ice. The dead whales were not identified.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, strandings (bowheads?); PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-scavenging.
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AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES.
1978. Canada bans hunting of bowhead whales. Aust. Fish. 37(10):36.

“To honor Canada's obligation as a member of the International Whaling Commission to implement a
regulation adopted by the Commission in 1977, with the agreement of the Inuit people of Canada,
the hunting of bowhead whales in Canadian waters has been prohibited for 1978. As a result the
moratorium on the hunting of bowhead whales, which previously applied only to commercial whaling,
has been extended to cover aboriginal subsistence whaling as well. Commercial whaling for
bowhead whales has been banned in Canada since 1952 but native people have been permitted to
carry on traditional whaling activities for their own use.” (Fisheries and Environment Canada news
release.)

WESTERN ARCTIC, EASTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING-western and eastern Arctic, commercial, native.

AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES.
1979. Worldwide whale catches to be reduced. Aust. Fish. 38(9):25, 27-28.

A 20% reduction in the worldwide whale catch was made at the July meeting of the International
Whaling Commission in London. Agreement was reached to reduce the [Eskimo] take to 26
bowhead whales struck or 18 landed. J. D. Ovington, Australian Commissioner to the IWC meeting,
had expressed strong concern that the available scientific evidence indicated even this catch could
further reduce the bowhead whale population and would not be in the long-term interests of the
Eskimo people and their cultural requirements.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING—western Arctic, native.

BAILEY, ALFRED M.
1928. An unusual migration of the spotted and ribbon seals. J. Mammal. 9(3):250-251.

A resident of Cape Prince of Wales, Alaska, wrote a letter dated August 1, 1927, to the author
reporting an unusual overland migration of seals after the lagoon they had occupied froze over
suddenly, blocking their access to the open sea. The writer also stated that “I lost a whale in April on
account of the young ice.” (p. 250).

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING—Bering Strait, native, crews.

BAILEY, ALFRED M.

1943. The birds of Cape Prince of Whales, Alaska. Proc. Colorado Mus. Nat. Hist.
18(1):1-113.

During spring of 1922, the author collected bird and mammal specimens in an area around the
Eskimo village of Wales. A bowhead whale was sighted in Bering Strait waters on June 4 (p. 54).

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing; DISTRIBUTION-present, sighting.
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BAILEY, ALFRED M.
1948. Birds of Arctic Alaska. Colorado Mus. Nat. Hist., Popular Ser. No. 8, 317 p.

Author made collections of birds and mammals of Cape Prince of Wales during spring 1922. The
first bowhead whale of the season was sighted on April 13 (p. 109). There were at least three boats
at Wales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing; WHALING-Bering Strait, crews, photographs.

BAILEY, ALFRED M.
1971. Field work of a museum naturalist. Denver Mus. Nat. Hist., Mus. Pict. 22, 192 p.

A narrative account of field work in southeastern Alaska for the U.S. Biological Survey 1919-1921,
and in Arctic Alaska for the Denver Museum of Natural History 1921-1922. While at the village of
Cape Prince of Wales during the spring of 1922, the author noted that there were six hunters, each
with a skin oomiak (boat) and crew, but Arthur Nagorzruk was the only one who had a portable motor
which he could attach to the end of his skin boat for emergency use. The others had to depend

upon sailing their crafts when the winds were favorable. The first whale of the season was seen on
13 April and another on the next day (p. 159). Many white whales were sighted on April 28.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, gear, crews.

BAILEY, ALFRED M., and RUSSELL W. HENDEE.
1926. Notes on the mammals of northwestern Alaska. J. Mammal. 7(1):9-28.

Account of the Colorado Museum of Natural History expedition of 1921 and 1922 to Alaska. Hendee
worked from their winter base at Wainwright and Bailey departed on 12 March by dogteam to make
observations at Cape Prince of Wales on Bering Strait. Thirty-three species of mammals are
described, including a detailed account of whaling for bowheads at Wainwright where three were
landed and two more were struck but lost during the spring of 1922. One of the bowheads landed
was called “inito” by the Eskimos and it has long been recognized by them and Yankee whalers alike
to be a small form of the species. Hendee noted the external differences between the two animals
which he described in detail, and included information on internal differences that were provided by
Charles Brower of Barrow and James Allen of Wainwright. The natives at Wales informed Bailey
that many whales were formerly killed there as they passed through the strait, but the residents are
no longer successful whalers and the animals are rarely killed there. Figure 7 is a photograph of a
small bowhead taken off Point Barrow.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-nomenclature; POPULATION-mortality, struck and lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, commercial, native, gear,
catch, photograph.

BANDI, HANS-GEORG (translated by Ann E. Keep).

1969. Eskimo prehistory. Univ. Alaska Press, College, Alaska, distributed by Univ.
Washington Press, Seattle, 226 p. (First publ. by Gustav Fisher Verlag, Stuttgart,
Germany, 1964, as Urgeschichte der Eskimo).

Surveys Eskimo prehistory in Arctic Alaska and Canada. Describes and illustrates whaling
implements and theorizes about their use.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY-anthropology, ethnology; WHALING—eastern Arctic, western Arctic, gear, natives.
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BANFIELD, A. W. F.
1974. The mammals of Canada. Univ. Toronto Press, Toronto, Canada, 438 p.

Basic reference to the 196 mammalian species that occur in Canada or did in the past. Includes
description of the bowhead whale (p. 283-285), giving their distribution, migration, general biology, a
review of commercial and native whaling, and utilization. The annual catch of Alaskan Eskimos is 10
to 15 whales per season, but the Canadian catch is much smaller. Pond Inlet and Southampton
Island are two areas of native whaling in the Canadian Arctic.

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-general; DISTRIBUTION—eastern Arctic, western Arctic, history; IDENTITY—-description, MORPHOLOGY—
measurements, structure; NUTRITION-food; REPRODUCTION—gestation, mating, parturition, lactation; WHALING-history,
eastern Arctic, western Arctic, commercial, native, catch, utilization.

BARBOUR, JOHN A.

1969. In the wake of the whale. Crowell-Collier Press, Collier-Macmillan Ltd., London,
102 p.

Brief description of the bowhead, its size, and former commercial importance. It is now considered
endangered and an estimated 1,000 exist in the Bering Sea.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-western Arctic; IDENTITY-description; POPULATION-abundance.

BAUMAN, MARGIE.

1978. North Slope Borough hosts first elders conference. Tundra Times, May 31,
15(22):3.

Ernie Frankson, chairman of the Borough Commission on ancestry and culture, told the reporter that
the elders discussed the changing migration pattern of bowhead whales to the westward and the
reasons they believe this is happening are oil spills, an increasing population, and [industrial]
development

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, changes; POPULATION-abundance (observed); REGULATIONS & CONSERVATION-conservation,
industrial development.

BAYLIS, H. A.

1923. On Odontobius ceti, Roussel de Vauzeme, a nematode living on the baleen of
whales. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. Ser. 9, 12:617-623.

R. de Vauzeme described a number of organisms, including Odontobius ceti, living as parasites or
commensals on Antarctic whales. The host was clearly the southern right whale (Balaena australis),
although he gives the determination of his whales incorrectly as B. mysticetus. The author describes
and presents remarks on the biology of O. ceti.

CIRCUMPOLAR
PATHOLOGY-parasites.
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BAYLIS, H. A.
1932. A list of worms parasitic in cetacea. Discovery Rep. 6:393-418.

A three-section catalogue of the worm parasites of cetacea: (1) A list of parasites; (2) A list of hosts;
and (3) a bibliography. Balaena mysticetus is host for the following parasites: Lecithodesmus goliath
(found in the liver, p. 397); Phyllobothrium physeteris (found in blubber and skin, p. 399); and
Bolbosoma porrigens (found in the intestine, p. 406).

CIRCUMPOLAR
PATHOLOGY-parasites.

BEAN, TARLETON H.

1887. The fishery resources and fishing-grounds of Alaska. In G. B. Goode et al., The
fisheries and fishing industries of the United States, Sect. llIl, p. 81-115. Gov. Print.
Off., Wash. , D. C.

Contains information on fishing and fishery grounds of Alaska, including notes on gear used and
importance of other animals to the natives. “On St. Lawrence Island whales supply a large part of the
food of its people. Their catch of whalebone and walrus ivory is disposed of to traders for rum, rifles,
and ammunition (p. 102). In the spring of 1880, the Point Hope men sold the bone from five whales
which they had killed after the vessels left in 1879. The season of 1880 was a remarkable one for all
concerned in the fishery; the Eskimo were fairly gorged with blackskin and blubber, while every sail
carried away a heavy cargo of oil, bone, and ivory.” (p 110)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, native, gear, catch, utilization.

BEAN, TARLETON H.

1902. A naturalist's adventures. In R. Kersting (editor), The white world, p. 241-266.
Lewis, Scribner & Co., New York.

In 1880 the author made a voyage on the schooner Yukon from San Francisco to points along the
east coast of Siberia and the west coast of Alaska to Wainwright Inlet and return. They arrived at
Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, on August 11 where “.when whales ran up into this bay the
village was large and thriving; now it has dwindled to two canoe-loads.” On the cruise they met
several whaling vessels and the number of bowheads taken by each to date is given.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, native, catch, crews.

BEDDARD, F. E.
1900. A book of whales. G.P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 320 p.

Reviews knowledge about various species, citing scientific and popular literature. Observations
about Balaena mysticetus include physiology of muscle, stomach, skeleton, and existence of
rudimentary teeth. Also briefly reviews morphology, body color, diving behavior, food and feeding
behavior and maternal behavior. Considers the species B. australis and notes the existence of a
smaller variety of B. mysticetus, known as “Poggy,” in the Okhotsk Sea.

EASTERN & WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-maternal, swimming, diving, breeding; IDENTITY; MORPHOLOGY-skeleton; NUTRITION;
PHYSIOLOGY-alimentary, muscles.
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BEE, JAMES W., and E. RAYMOND HALL.

1956. Mammals of northern Alaska on the Arctic Slope. Univ. Kansas, Lawrence, Mus.
Nat. Hist. Misc. Publ. 8, 309 p.

Account of 42 species of mammals occurring on the Arctic Slope of Alaska. In addition to the
scientific names, the common and Eskimo names are given. A list of pertinent references precedes
each species account. A detailed description of the bowhead (Agvik), Balaena mysticetus, includes a
line drawing of the skull and measurements, records of occurrence, and remarks on the species.
Authors conclude from measurements presented that Eskimos took principally young whales. The
bowhead formerly was abundant but its numbers have been greatly reduced. Because the season
was at least 3 weeks late in the spring of 1952 the Eskimos of Point Barrow, on June 17, had not
taken a whale. These Eskimos at that time were depending on the meat of whales that were taken at
Wainwright. (p. 165-167)

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION-former and present; IDENTITY- nomenclature, description;
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, utilization.

BEECHEY, FREDERICK WILLIAM.

1832. Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific and Bering's Strait, to co-operate with the polar
expeditions: performed in His Majesty's ship Blossom, under the command of
Captain F. W. Beechey, R. N. in the years 1825, 26, 27, 28. Carey & Lea,
Philadelphia, Pa., 493 p. (Originally published in 1831 by H. Colburn and R.
Bentley, London. In 2 vol. (vol. 1, 392 p.; vol. 2, p. 393-742.1))

Expedition to Bering Strait and Chukchi Sea with object to meet with Franklin’s second overland

expedition. He explored the coast as far at 156.5°21' W long., just east of Point Barrow. Pack ice
and warlike Eskimos forced the party to turn back before they could meet with Franklin.

Beechey noted number of native boats at various locations, and stated (p. 232) that on August 9,
1826 they found “... the carcass of a dead whale. It had an Esquimaux harpoon in it, and drag
attached, made of an inflated sealskin...” [presumably a bowhead]. In describing Icy Cape (p 273) he
stated “Off here we saw a great many black whales--more than | remember ever to have seen, even
in Baffin's Bay.” While at Chamisso Island, two native boats from the vicinity of Cape Prince of Wales
arrived that had a quantity of whalebone, among numerous other items. He gives Ah-ow-look as the
Eskimo name for whale (bowhead?).

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-former, sightings; IDENTITY-Eskimo, Ah-ow-look; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost,
stranded; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, gear, utilization.

BELL, OLIVE JOSLIN.
1972. Nagroouk-A matter-of-fact whale hunt. Alaskana 2(3):4.

Description of the Eskimo hunt for bowhead whales during the spring at Barrow, Alaska. [This is an
abridged version of an article by Frank North titled “I was their talisman.” See: Alaska Sportsman
(1940) 6(10):18-20, 22.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, gear, catch, photographs, utilization.
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BERGER, CARL.

1977a. Poor wind conditions plague Point Hope whaling. Tundra Times, Jun 8, 14(23):1,
9.

The spring whaling season at Point Hope has been plagued by poor wind conditions and the lack of
open leads in the sea ice. The first whale of the season, about 36 feet in length, was taken by Billy
Weber’s crew. The second whale of the season was 48 feet, 5 inches and was caught by Luke
Koonook, Sr. on May 24. Elijah Rock’s crew struck but lost a whale on the evening of May 26. The
whaling feast for Point Hope is scheduled for June 10-12.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements, length; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native,
catch, crews.

BERGER, CARL.

1977b. Whalers pack Kotzebue hearings. Tundra Times, Fairbanks, Alaska, Sep. 21,
14(38):1, 3.

A hearing was held by the National Marine Fisheries Service on Sep. 15 to receive testimony in
response to the International Whaling Commission's ruling to ban the hunting of bowhead whales by
Eskimo subsistence hunters. Includes information that Billy Weber made one of two successful
strikes at Point Hope this past spring, and the Luke Koonook Sr. crew caught their first bowhead last
spring.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

BERING STRAIGHTS.
1980a. First whale of year landed. Bering Straights, Nome, AK, April 18, 5(7):1,12.

The first bowhead whale of the year was landed at Southwest Cape on St. Lawrence Island April 15
at about 4 P.M. by captain Raymond Toolie of Savoonga. The whale was 50 feet long. It was cut up
and divided equally by the captains and residents of both Savoonga and Gambell.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-Bering Sea, native, catch, crews, photographs, utilization.

BERING STRAIGHTS.
1980b. Wales lands whale! Bering Straights, Nome, AK., 5(11):1.

Andrew Seetook of Wales took a bowhead whale measuring over 30 feet on May 3rd, 20 to 30 miles
north of the village. This is the first whale taken by the 67 year-old boat captain. This was the first
whale taken in Wales since 1970, and only the second since 1934. Also, Gambell landed one whale
and Savoonga filled its quota of landing two whales this year.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-Bering Sea and Bering Strait, native, catch, crews, records.
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BERNARDI, S. ROGNON.

1902. An ultra-fashionable reception and dance of Kingegan Eskimos. The Nome News,
Nome, Alaska, Sep. 19, 4(65):2.

Author describes ceremony by Kingegan Eskimos that she attended early in the winter of 1901-1902.
During 1900 no whales were caught, so no ceremonies were held the previous year.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Bering Strait, native, catch.

BERNARDI, SUZANNE ROGNON.

1912. Whaling with Eskimos of Cape Prince of Wales. Woman teacher of local nativity
writes of the sport of the sea and attendant weird customs among the aborigines of
Alaska. Courier-dJournal, Louisville, KY, October 20, Sect. 4, p. 1, 12.

Author describes Eskimo whaling for bowheads at the village of Wales where she taught school in
the early 1900s. “During 1900 no whales were caught, so silence reigned in the queer old Kozga or
dancehouse all that winter. Not so the next winter. Eight whales were killed in seven days this year.”
[1901]. That year the vessel Alexander, in command of Capt. Tilton, struck and killed a large whale in
the middle of Bering Strait. It was nearly 70 feet long, the baleen was 12 feet long, and five men
stood abreast in its mouth. After the baleen was removed the carcass was given to the Eskimos.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurement; WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, commercial, native, gear, catch, photographs.

BERNARDI, SUZANNE R.
1981. Story of a whale hunt. Alaska 47(8):22-25.

The author made photo albums for friends one Christmas and, although each are similar, none is
quite like the others. How many she made is not known, but two exist at the University of Alaska
Archives [see Lusk, 1959; Bunnell, 1958] and a third, from which this material has been taken,
belongs to Mrs. Alizabeth McBride of Valdez. The text of this article was taken from her handwritten
captions beneath each photo. Eleven of those photos are reproduced for this article.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, gear, catch, photographs.

BERNARDI, SUZANNE ROGNON.

1981. Story of a whale hunt. /n Virginia McKinney (compiler and editor), The Alaska
Journal: a 1981 collection, p. 134-143. Alaska Northwest Publ. Co., Anchorage.

Essentially the same as an earlier article published in Alaska 47(8):22-25, except this one contains
20 photographs and a reproduction of page 1, section 4, of the original story as it appeared in the
Courier-Journal, Louisville, Kentucky, on October 20, 1912.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, gear, catch, photographs.
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BERTHOLF, E. P.

1899. Report of Second Lieut. E. P. Bertholf, R. C. S. In Report of the cruise of the U.S.
revenue cutter Bear and the overland expedition for the relief of the whalers in the
Arctic Ocean, from November 27, 1897, to September 13, 1898, p. 18-27, 103-114.
U.S. Gov. Print. Office, Washington, D.C. (Treas. Dep. Doc. 2101; also 56th Congr.,
2d Sess., House Doc. 511).

Notes (p. 25) that thirteen whaling stations, owned and run by white men, were located along the
shore between Point Hope and Cape Seppings, Alaska, during the winter of 1897-98.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, commercial, shore stations.

BERZIN, A. A., and A. A. KUZ'MIN.

1975. Serye i gladkie kity okhotskogo moria (Gray and right whales of the Okhotsk Sea).
In Morskie mlekopitaiushchie (Marine mammals), Part 1, p. 30-32. In Russian. |zd.
Nauk, Kiev. (Transl., by U.S. Dep. Commer., Off. Foreign Fish., Language Serv.
Div., Washington, D.C., 2 p.)

Classification of right whales in the Okhotsk Sea was a matter of dispute until A. A. Rovnin (1969)
clarified this problem. “Rovnin, relying on old data at hand, considered them typical Greenland right
whales. However, as our observations showed in 1974, significant morphological differences exist
between right whales of the western areas of the Okhotsk Sea and Greenland right whales. With
Greenland arctic right whales as with Pacific right whales, the spray from the spout, when observed
from front and back, disperses at an angle of 35-45%2 (Tomilin, 1957 and others, our observations).
We succeeded in observing right whales in the western Okhotsk Sea many times from various
distances (the smallest distance was at the ship's side) and at varied angles of approach. These
observations showed that the spray from the spout of all whales that we came upon without
exception was emitted practically parallel or at the smallest angle (up to 5%2)... The demonstrated
distinct (in 100% of the instances morphological and also ecological) differences of right whales of
the Arctic and Okhotsk Seas, until we receive additional morphological data, permit us to say only
that... (they) obviously belong to another subspecies of polar whales. Judging by the presence of
whales with relatively small dimensions alongside the grown ones, the whales obviously multiply
well.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-breathing; DISTRIBUTION-sightings; IDENTITY-races or subspecies; POPULATION-calf sightings.

BERZIN, A. A, and L. P. VLASOVA.

1982. Fauna of the Cetacea Cyamidae (Amphipoda) of the world ocean. In G. Pilleri
(editor), Investigations on Cetacea, 13:149-164. Brain Anat. Inst., Berne,
Switzerland.

Reviews the existing literature and original material collected during the last few years of the
cetacean parasite of the family Cyamidae which, including a new species found in 1980, now
consists of 6 genera and 22 species. Only one species, Cyamus ceti, has been found to date on
bowhead whales

CIRCUMPOLAR
PATHOLOGY-parasites.
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BILLS, PAUL.

1980. Alaska. A 20th Century saga north of the Yukon river. Radiant Books, Gospel Publ.
House, Springfield, Mo., 160 p.

The author, a missionary, served in Alaskan missions at North Pole, Beaver, Barrow, Nome, and
Anchorage, for twenty years. He resided at Barrow from 1958 to 1965. His grandfather had resided
in Connecticut where he served as a whaler. A brief, general description of whaling at Barrow is
provided (p. 125-128), including a statement that there may be 10 to 30 different whale camps set up
along the ice off the village during the spring season.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, swimming; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, crews, gear, utilization.

BIRD, JAMES E.

1977. Whales, whaling, dolphins and porpoises. An annotated bibliography. Am.
Cetacean Soc., San Diego, Calif., Pub. No. ACSSD-1, 85 p.

Contains nearly 500 references on books, magazine articles, records and tape recordings, and
audiovisual material. The references are annotated, indicating the reading level, interest level, and a
brief description of content.

CIRCUMPOLAR
BIBLIOGRAPHY.

BIRKET-SMITH, KAJ.

1933. Geographical notes on the Barren Grounds. Rep. Fifth Thule Exped., 1921-24, vol.
1, no. 4, 128 p. Gyldendal, Copenhagen.

A study of the area west of Hudson Bay lying between Churchill, Repulse Bay and Coronation Gulf.
“The right whale (Balaena mysticetus) (p 84) was formerly hunted as far south as Marble Island, but
the whaling grounds were later moved to Roe's Welcome. Now the right whale is rare, although in
the beginning of September 1922 the Eskimos at Repulse Bay succeeded in killing a young male
(Fig. 29). Here are measurements that may be of interest to zoologists:

Length from nose to tail-cleft 42' 2"
Distance from anus to tail-cleft 11' 4"
Distance from anus to penis-slit 0'6"
Penis slit. 10"
Distance from flipper to tail-cleft 24'9"
Length of flipper 6'0"
Breadth of flipper 2'"11"

The colour was black with irregular white patches on the underside. In each jaw were about 275
baleens of a length of up to 9'.”

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-former and present; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-eastern Arctic, native, catch, photograph.
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BIRKET-SMITH, KAJ.
1959. The Eskimos. 2nd ed. Methuen & Co., Ltd., London, 262 p. (Orig. publ. 1936).

Anthropological study of Eskimos. Most marine mammals including Balaena mysticetus, avoid firm
ice and therefore only approach the shore periodically (p. 71). Describes whaling areas, methods
and gear; but in none of the eastern regions was whaling as important as in northern Alaska where
up to 20 whales were killed in a single season (p. 100).

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
ANTHROPOLOGY-Eskimos; BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING-eastern and western Arctic, native, gear, catch, utilization.

BIXBY, WILLIAM.
1965. Track of the Bear. David McKay Co., Inc., New York, 390 p.

Popular account of the history of the northern whaling industry, the search for a Northwest Passage,
and the activities of the famous vessel Bear from its launching in 1874 to its sinking in 1963. As a
U.S. Revenue Marine Service ship the Bear patrolled the Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas,
frequently administering to the bowhead whaling fleet. Numerous events concerning whaling ships,
whalers, Eskimos, government employees, school teachers, explorers, villages, etc. are noted,
providing information such as dates, locations, names of ships and individuals, etc. An appendix
provides a chronological list of major events during the life of the vessel.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1975. Contacts between American whalemen and the Copper Eskimos. Arctic 28(4):298-
299.

It was generally believed that no contacts between white men and Copper Eskimos occurred before
about 1902-1908. The author cites several instances, however, strongly indicating that early day
whaling vessels probably made contact with these Eskimos during the period 1891 to 1905. It was
noted that Stefansson (1914) described a whaler's harpoon found by the Eskimos in a dead whale
that was stranded in Coronation Gulf.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-former; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stranding; WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea,
commercial, native.

BOCKSTOCE, [JOHN] R.

1976a. Alaskan Eskimo shore whaling: its impact on the bowhead whale, Balaena
mysticetus, of the western Arctic. (Abstr.) In Symposium Proceedings of Scientific
Consultation on the Conservation and Management of Marine Mammals and Their
Environment, August 31-September 9, 1976, Bergen, Norway, 2 p. Food Agric.
Organ. U.N., Rome, Advis. Comm. Mar. Resour. Res., ACMRR/MM/SC/70.

“The Eskimos of the western Arctic have hunted bowhead whales, Balaena mysticetus, for more
than 2,000 years. In response to external influences their hunting has evolved through [4] general
phases: |. Aborigianl phase (to 1885),..., [l. Commercial phase (1885-1910)...,lll. Subsistence phase
(1910-1960)...,IV. Recent phase (1960-present).” (From author’s abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, native, shore stations, crews, gear, catch, utilization.
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BOCKSTOCE, [JOHN] R.

1976b. Nineteenth Century commercial whaling: its impact on the bowhead whale,
Balaena mysticetus, of the western Arctic. (Abstr.) In Symposium Proceedings of
Scientific Consultation on the Conservation and Management of Marine Mammals
and Their Environment, August 31-September 9, 1976, Bergen, Norway, 1 p. Food
Agric. Organ. U.N., Rome, Advis. Comm. Mar. Resour. Res., ACMRR/MM/SC/71.

“A rich and untapped source of information on the bowhead whale of the western Arctic exists in
whaling logbooks and other records of the industry. There are about 400 extant logbooks spanning
the history of the fishery (1840-1910) which give information on about 600 seasonal voyages to the
western Arctic and thus cover about 100,000 days of observation...

From a preliminary survey of three years-at the beginning , middle and end of the fishery-it is
estimated that more than 30,000 whales were taken between 1840 and 1910 north of 55% N in the
Bering, Chukchi, East Siberian and Beaufort Seas. Of these, approximately 2,000 were taken by
shore-based Eskimo whalers.

The New Bedford Whaling Museum proposes to extract all relevant data from the extant logbooks
and printed sources for this fishery to establish a body of information which will allow estimates of the
size of the population before, during and after commercial exploitation as well as about its range,
migratory patterns, possible changes in behaviour due to hunting pressure and other relevant
topics.” (From author’s abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-reactions (when hunted), migration; DISTRIBUTION-former, sightings; POPULATION-mortality, whaling;
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, E. Siberian Sea, Beaufort Sea, commercial, native, catch.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.
1976¢. Speculations on the increase in bowhead population. Cetacean Times 2(1):8-9.

Recognizing that any effort to gain an accurate estimate of the number of bowheads alive today
would require an enormous expenditure of funds, the author relies on useful historical data from
published and manuscript sources to perceive indications that their numbers have been increasing
since about 1920. The author does “...not believe that the Eskimos today are putting a deleterious
pressure on the bowhead population in the Western Arctic.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance, mortality, whaling; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, commercial, native, catch,
crews, gear.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1976d. On the development of whaling in the Western Thule culture. Folk (Copenhagen)
18:41-46.

The development of Eskimo whaling in northwest Alaska and Bering Strait is discussed briefly in
relation to archaeological discoveries, native technology, human organizations, food resources,
population, climate, and land forms. Whaling developed in the Bering Strait region about 1,000 years
before it is known to have been practiced intensively in northwestern Alaska. It was not until about
A.D. 1,000 that climatological, biological, demographic, technological and organizational factors
coincided to allow the development of intensive whaling in northwestern Alaska.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; WHALING-history, natives, western Arctic.
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BOCKSTOCE, JOHN R.
1977a. An issue of survival: bowhead vs. tradition. Audubon 79(5):142-145.

Author describes the conflict between the survival of the bowhead whale, an endangered species,
and the traditional cultural and subsistence practices of the Alaskan Eskimo. Early day commercial
whaling by Yankee whalers and the effect upon Eskimo subsistence whaling is reviewed, including
catch statistics. Concludes with the total moratorium imposed by the International Whaling
Commission in 1977 because of its concern for this relict population and suggestions by the author
how this conflict may be resolved.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, native, gear, catch,
utilization.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1977b. The Arctic whaling disaster of 1897. Prologue (Journal of the U.S. National
Archives): 9(1):27-42. (Reprinted in 1978 by Explorers J. 56(1):38-44. Excerpts
printed in 1978 by Alaska Geogr. 5(4):27-33.)

Account of four whaling vessels lost to the ice in the vicinity of Point Barrow, Alaska, in 1897; four
others were frozen in the ice for the winter, and more than 100 men were forced to seek shelter for
eleven months at Point Barrow. Following the loss of 31 ships in 1871 and 12 ships in 1876, the
1897 disaster dealt a severe blow to the Arctic bowhead whaling industry. The great steam whalers
were never to be replaced because, although the price of baleen continued to climb, the catch
declined faster. Arctic whaling ended 10 years later when the demand for baleen plummeted due to
introduction of a substitute, spring steel.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.
1977c. Eskimo whaling in Alaska. Alaska 43(9):4-6.

Reviews the history of hunting in northwest Alaska for bowheads which probably was developed
nearly 2,000 years ago on St. Lawrence Island. Commercial whaling by foreigners began in 1848
and collapsed in 1908. That collapse started the third phase of Eskimo whaling, a return to
subsistence activity carried on nearly 60 years as the entire stock recovered from a severely reduced
level. The most recent phase, beginning about 1970, is controversial. Expansion in number of
Eskimo whaling crews has greatly increased the numbers of whales taken, causing conservationists
to protest that the whale population cannot withstand the hunting pressure.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance; WHALING-history, western Arctic, natives, crews, catch, photographs.
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BOCKSTOCE, JOHN R.

1977d. Steam whaling in the Western Arctic. Old Dartmouth Hist. Soc., New Bedford,
Mass., 127 p.

Describes commercial hunt for the bowhead whale, Balaena mysticetus, in the Chukchi and Beaufort
Seas from 1848 to 1910, with emphasis on the period 1880 to 1910 when steam whalers became
important because of declining numbers of bowhead whales. The inclusion of chapters on The
Design and Construction Of Steam Whalers by William A. Baker; Ship Biographies by John R.
Bockstoce; and, A Chronological List of Commercial Wintering Voyages, 1850-1910 by John R.
Bockstoce and Charles F. Batchelder; and numerous excellent photographs make this a valuable
reference book for researchers on this subject.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-when hunted, migrations; DISTRIBUTION—former and present; WHALING-History, commercial, vessels, catch,
photographs, utilization.

BOCKSTOCE, J. R.

1977e. Eskimos of northwest Alaska in the early nineteenth century. Edited by T. K.
Penniman. Univ. Oxford, Pitt Rivers Mus., Monogr. Ser. No. 1, 139 p.

Catalogue of ethnographic collections made by Captain Frederick Beechey and Lieutenant Edward
Belcher during the voyage of H. M. S. Blossom in 1826 and 1827 to Bering Strait and beyond.
Contains excellent photographs and descriptions of artifacts in the collections. Noteworthy are the
numerous uses made by Eskimos of baleen and bones from bowheads for fishing and hunting
equipment and for tools and manufacturing implements. Figures of whales or whales’ flukes have
been incised on bag handles, and possibly drilling bows, representing whales killed.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ANTHROPOLOGY-artifacts, Alaska Eskimos; WHALING-Bering, Chukchi Seas, native, gear, catch (recording of by
Eskimos), utilization.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1978. History of commercial whaling in Arctic Alaska. Alaska Geogr. 5(4), Alaska whales
and whaling: 17-25.

Author briefly traces history of commercial whaling in northwestern Alaska from the appearance of
whale ships in the Gulf of Alaska in 1835 to the sudden collapse of the industry in 1907. The
expansion and progress of whaling in relation to specific economic factors, evolution of whaling gear,
and industrial use of products is outlined.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, gear, catch, utilization.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1979. The Point Barrow refuge station. Am. Neptune 39(1):5-21. (Reprinted in 1979 by
the Peabody Museum of Salem, Salem, Mass.)

Historical account of the bowhead whaling industry in the western Arctic, including the establishment
of a refuge station in August 1889 near Cape Smythe, 11 miles south of Point Barrow. The refuge
station was sold in 1896 to the Pacific Steam Whaling Company. A year later it was sold to the Cape
Smythe Whaling and Trading Company and today remains under its ownership as Brower's
Restaurant-Arctic Alaska's oldest frame building.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial.
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BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.

1980a. A preliminary estimate of the reduction of the Western Arctic bowhead whale
population by the pelagic whaling industry: 1848-1915. Mar. Fish. Rev. 42(9-10):20-
27. Also unpubl. report prepared for U.S. Mar. Mammal Comm., Washington, D.C.,
Rep. No. MMC-77/08, (1978), 32 p., Processed. Also Int. Whaling Comm.,
SC/30/Doc. 47. Also avail. U.S. Dep. Commer., Natl. Tech. Inf. Serv., Springfield,
VA., as PB 286 797.

The report is the first systematic endeavor to estimate the kill of bowhead whales by whaling vessels
in the western Arctic, 1848-1915. Data from the ‘Whalemen’s Shipping List and Merchants’
Transcript’ was augmented and correlated with information from other newspapers, over 500 books,
magazines, manuscripts, government documents, and logbooks. It is estimated that the 2,609
whaling cruises identified represent 98% of all whaling cruises to the western Arctic from 1848 to
1915, and that 19,142 to 21,448 bowheads were killed. Tables present data on average size of
whales taken, average catch and effort per vessel, estimated number of whales taken by known
vessels, estimated number of whales killed and struck-and-lost by known vessels, and estimated
number of whales taken and killed by all whaling vessels.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, struck and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, history, commercial, catch.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN.
1980b. Battle of the bowheads. Nat. Hist. 89(5):52-61.

Historical review of the Alaskan Eskimo hunt for bowhead whale in the western Arctic, near
extirpation of this animal by commercial whalers during the last half of the nineteenth century, and
steps taken in the 1970s by the International Whaling Commission to regulate the Eskimo harvest by
placing an annual quota on numbers of whales taken. Notes that there were 12 crews whaling at
Point Hope [no date given, probably in 1978] (p. 53); and that 48 whales were taken in 1976 with
another 43 known to have been wounded; in 1977, 28 taken and an additional 77 wounded (p. 57).

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, killed and lost; WHALING-history, Bering Chukchi and Beaufort Seas,
commercial, native, catch, crews, gear, photographs, utilization.

BOCKSTOCE, J. [John].

1981. Man’s exploitation of the western Arctic bowhead. In FAO Advisory Committee on
Marine Resources Research Working Party on Marine Mammals, Mammals in the
Seas, Vol. 3, p. 163-170. FAO Fish. Ser. 5, Vol. 3.

Reviews effects of Alaskan Eskimo and commercial whaling on the population of bowhead whales in
the western Arctic, noting the near extinction of this whale by 1910, when commercial whaling
ended; a continuing hunt by natives with a relatively steady and low total number of whaling crews
until 1965, when the number of crews began to increase. Total catch also began to increase from
about 15 whales per year between 1910 and 1965 to numbers that caused concern throughout the
world: 20 whales captured, 3 killed but lost, and at least 28 struck and lost in 1974; 48 captured, 8
killed but lost, and at least 35 struck and lost in 1976; and with the autumn season still to come in
1977, 26 whales captured, 2 killed but lost, and 77 struck and lost during the spring season. To
determine whether the present population of whales can tolerate this level of harvest and unknown
effects of offshore oil development, it is important to know the present size of the population and its
size before 1948 [sic, 1848].

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, aerial, counting stations, historical vessel records; POPULATION—
abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; WHALING-history, commercial, native, catch, crews.
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BOCKSTOCE, JOHN R., and CHARLES F. BATCHELDER.

1977. A chronological list of commercial wintering voyages to the Bering Strait region and
Western Arctic of North America, 1850-1910. Univ. Saskatchewan, Saskatoon,
Can., Inst. Northern Studies, Musk-Ox No. 20:3-8, + frontispiece. Reprinted by The
Am. Neptune, 1978, 38(2):81-91.

“A chronological list of wintering voyages by American whalers to the Bering Strait-Beaufort Sea area
for the period from 1848 when the western Arctic whaling grounds were first discovered, until 1910
when the industry collapsed.” (From author’s abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial.

BOCKSTOCE, JOHN R., and CHARLES F. BATCHELDER.

1978. A gazetteer of whalers’ place-names for the Bering Strait region and the western
Arctic. Names, J. Am. Name Soc. 26(3):258-270.

Lists place-names for locations in the western Arctic (Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas) commonly
used by commercial whaling vessels in pursuit of the bowhead whale during the period from 1848 to
1910.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, shore stations.

BODFISH, HARTSON H., recorded by JOSEPH C. ALLEN.
1936. Chasing the bowhead. Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, Mass., 281 p.

Captain Bodfish’s popular-style narrative describes 31 years of whale hunting and experiences,
mostly north of Bering Strait, including observations on biology and behavior of bowhead whales.
Includes observations about gear, techniques, catches, and utilization.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-diving, swimming under pursuit, respiratory, migration; DISTRIBUTION; MORPHOLOGY-measurements,
structure (baleen); NUTRITION-food, feeding behavior; WHALING-western Arctic, history, gear, natives, catch.

BODFISH, WALDO, as told to J. LESTER MINNER.

1947. Nine polar bears. Alaska Sportsman 13(9):22-23, 41-42. Reprinted 1960 in the
Alaska book: story of our northern treasureland, p. 156-158, by J. G. Ferguson
Publ. Co., Chicago.

Account of two whaling crews during May 1927 at Wainwright, Alaska. The hunters discovered 35 to
40 polar bears feeding on a floating whale [probably a bowhead] carcass, and nine men in the party
killed nine polar bears; the other bears ran off without attacking the hunters. An introductory panel to
the article described Waldo Bodfish as the son of Captain Hartson H. Bodfish, the well-known Arctic
whaler whose book, Chasing the Bowhead, was published in 1936. Waldo Bodfish has a whaling
crew each year at Wainwright and last spring [19477] his crew killed two whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality (whaling?), stranding; PREDATORS & COMPETITION-scavenging; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native
crews, catch.
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BOERI, DAVID.
1983. People of the ice whale. E. P. Dutton, Inc., New York, NY. 285 p.

Author describes Alaskan Eskimos whaling for bowheads at Gambell in 1978 and 1979, and at
Barrow in 1979 and 1980. In 1978 a total of 18 crews captured one 45-foot long bowhead and
struck but lost four others (p. 7, 151-155). Hunters at Savoonga took one whale that year (p. 133).
In 1979 Gambell hunters failed to get a whale, but 30-plus crews at Barrow (p. 214) landed at least
two and one-half bowheads and struck but lost nine and one-half whales (author considered a
stinker as one-half of a whale, p. 217). In 1980 the author reported that at least 10 crews at Barrow
captured two whales and struck but lost one (p. 226, 230).

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-length; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck and lost, stinkers; WHALING-native, catch, gear, utilization.

BOGOJAVLENSKY, SERGEI.

1969. Imaangmiut Eskimo careers: skinboats in Bering Strait. Ph.D. Thesis, Harvard
Univ., Cambridge, Mass., 250 p. [Unpublished]

Author's dissertation research among the King and Little Diomede Islanders between November
1966 and July 1968 provides considerable detail about Eskimo kinship, crews and factions, hunting,
economy and ceremonies as they relate to everyday living for these people. A whale [species not
stated, presumably a bowhead] was captured by Little Diomede Island hunters in the late 1930s, an
occasion that was followed by elaborate ritual observances (p. 225). The high jump, using old
boatskins as a kind of trampoline, is used at Little Diomede as part of the celebration (p. 244). As to
the number of crews, there have not been more than eight captains on each of the islands in the past
30 years (p- 206)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, crews, gear, catch.

BOGOSLOVSKAYA, L. S., and L. M. VOTROGOV.

1981. Russian title. (Mass winterings of birds and whales in ice lanes in the Bering Sea).
Priroda (Mosc.) 1:42-43. (In Russ.) (Transl. Available as Int. Whaling Comm. Doc.
SC/33/02, 3 p.)

An area of open water exists all winter off the coast of the Chukchi Peninsula that is an important
wintering area for an abundance of wildlife. Because of its location opposite the ancient Eskimo
village of Sireniki, it has been named Sireni-kovskaya. A small population of bowhead whales is
present throughout the winter and calves the size of two walrus have been observed here in early
April. In spring the bowheads gradually migrate northward through mid-June. In 1980, about 30
bowheads first appeared off Sireniki on 12 April and the majority of these were calves.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION-wintering area; REPRODUCTION-periodicity, calves.
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BOGOSLOVSKAYA, L. S., L. M. VOTROGOV, and I. I. KRUPNIK.

1981. Bowhead whale off the Chukotka: migrations and aboriginal whaling. Rep. Int.
Whaling Comm. SC/33/PS-16, 44 p. (unpublished).

An historical review of whaling (mainly bowhead and gray whales) by Eskimos of the Chukotsk
Peninsula, USSR. Former and present whaling villages are given, together with information on
approximate number of boat crews in each and capture estimates derived from sparse data on the
annual catch of whales by each village. Migrations are discussed with opinion that part of bowhead
population enters the western Chukchi Sea for the summer.

Reasons for the apparent cessation of bowhead whaling in the area during the 1940s and 1950s are
not discussed. The paper concludes with a proposal to the Scientific Committee of the International
Whaling Commission that Soviet Eskimos be permitted to begin taking two to three bowheads
annually for the purpose of conserving cultural traditions.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; BEHAVIOR-Breaching, resting, migration; DISTRIBUTION-former and present; IDENTITY-ingutuk;
REPRODUCTION-periodicity of calving; WHALING-history, western Arctic, eastern USSR, natives, catch, crews.

BOLAU, HEINRICH.

1895. Die geographische verbreitung der wichtigsten wale des Stillen Ozeans. (The
geographical distribution of the great whales of the Pacific Ocean). Abh. Naturwiss.
Vet. Hamburg 3(5), 22 p., plus 1 map. (In Ger.). (Transl. by P. McGuire, 1976,
available Natl. Mar. Mammal Lab., Alaska Fish. Sci. Cent., Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv.,
NOAA, 7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98115.).

Drawing on the literature, author briefly describes the great whales, including the Polar or Greenland
whale (American bowhead) Balaena mysticetus, and its circumpolar distribution. From specimens
observed by others, he believes bowheads in the Okhotsk and Bering Sea are of the same
population. In support of his opinion he cites Van Beneden and Gervais (1865-1878:10, p. 8 in
transl.) as stating that a Danish Captain Sodring from Petropavlovsk observed two bowheads, near
other baleen whales, opposite the east coast of Kamchatka below 537%' N., thus they were below the
southern limit of these whales.

CIRCUMPOLAR
BEHAVIOR-migration, range; IDENTITY-description, nomenclature, taxonomy; MORPHOLOGY-measurements;
NUTRITION—food; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic, commercial.

BOWER, WARD T.

1925. Alaska fishery and fur-seal industries in 1923. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1924,
append. 3, p.47-140. (Doc. 973.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fishery and fur-seal industries by district in Alaska. “The
North Pacific Sea Products Co., at Akutan, was the only firm engaged in the whaling industry of
Alaska in 1923. It employed 120 whites and 28 natives. The investment, covering value of plant,
vessels, wages, and other operating charges, was $472,998. Whaling was carried on in the North
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, and the catch was 2 bowheads, 151 finbacks, 155 humpbacks, 29
sulphur bottoms, 16 sperm, 1 right, and 1 sei whale. Products consisted of 655,250 gallons of oil,
valued at $317,417; 2,313,980 pounds of fertilizer, valued at $59,660; 3,280 pounds of whalebone,
valued at $2,604; and 130,000 pounds of pickled whale meat, valued at $9,000.

The United States Whaling Co. discontinued operations at Port Armstrong, and transferred its
activities to the South Pacific Ocean in the region of New Zealand.” (p.108)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, commercial, shore stations, catch.
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BOWER, WARD T., and HENRY D. ALLER.

1915. Alaska fisheries and fur industries in 1914. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1914, append.
9, 89 p. (Doc. 819.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fishery and fur industries by district in Alaska. “In 1914
the offshore whaling fleet consisted of four vessels that caught a total of 24 bowheads. The number
of whales and corresponding yield of whalebone by vessel was: Herman, 6 (10,000 pounds);
Jeanette, 3 (2,461); Polar Bear, 10 (17,000); and the Belvedere, 5 (8,000). The Karluk, for years
identified with the San Francisco whaling fleet, went north with the Stefansson Arctic expedition in
the spring of 1913. Although official advices have not as yet been received, it appears that this
steamer was crushed in the ice near Herald Island, 80 miles from Wrangel Island, Alaska, in
December, 1913, or in January, 1914. The bark Gay Head, which left San Francisco in October,
1913, on a voyage to southern whaling grounds, worked northward into Alaskan waters in the spring
of 1914. While cruising along that coast the vessel stranded in heavy weather on June 27, 1914 at
Chignik Bay and became a total loss. The steamers Beluga, Bowhead, Narwhal and Thrasher did
not engage in whaling this year, but were laid up in Oakland Creek” (p. 58-62).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, catch, gear.

BOWER, WARD T., and HENRY D. ALLER.

1917. Alaska fisheries and fur industries in 1916. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1916, append.
2,118 p (Doc. 838.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fishery and fur industries by district in Alaska. “Shore
stations: The whaling industry in Alaska is represented chiefly by the operations of two
companies-The United States Whaling Co., at Port Armstrong, and the North Pacific Sea Products
Co., at Akutan. Whales taken in shore operations in 1916 were: 1 bowhead, 161 finbacks, 121
humpbacks, 64 sulphur-bottoms, 20 sperm, 1 right, and 21 sei whales, a total of 389. Offshore
whaling fleet: The steamer Herman, of 229 net tons, was converted into a motor-power vessel and
was chartered to Capt. L.A. Pedersen, who sailed her from San Francisco early in 1916 on a trading
trip to Siberian waters, from which she returned in November. Incidentally, some whaling was done,
netting a small quantity of oil and bone. The auxiliary whaling schooner Belvedere (400 tons net)
sailed from Seattle in the spring of 1916 on a similar voyage to northern waters and returned to the
same port in the fall with a small cargo of whale and walrus products. This vessel had heretofore
been listed as a steamer.” (p. 73-74).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, shore stations, catch, gear.

BOWER, WARD T., and HENRY D. ALLER.

1918. Alaska fisheries and fur industries in 1917. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1917, append.
2,123 p. (Doc 847.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fishery and fur industries by district in Alaska. The
United States Whaling Co., at Port Armstrong, and the North Pacific Sea Products Co., at Akutan,
continued as the principal operators in the whaling industry. Whales taken in shore operations in
1917 were: 2 bowheads, 153 finbacks, 44 humpbacks, 138 sulphur-bottom, 51 sperm, 9 beluga and
26 others, a total of 423. (p. 51-52).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, shore stations, catch, gear.
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BOWER, WARD T., and HARRY CLIFFORD FASSETT.
1914. Fishery industries. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1913, append. 2, p. 37-139. (Doc. 797.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fisheries by district in Alaska. “Operations of the San
Francisco fleet in northern waters during 1913 amounted to comparatively little. The steamer
Belvedere (339 tons) left March 11, 1913, on a whaling voyage to the Arctic. This vessel was frozen
in near Griffen Point, and will be forced to winter in the north. The power schooner Elvira (60 tons)
cleared from San Francisco May 26, on a cruise to the Arctic. On account of unfavorable conditions,
this vessel was also seized in the ice, and late in September capsized and became a total loss. So
far as known at present, no whales were killed this season, either by the Belvedere or Elvira. The
Eskimos succeeded in getting four bowheads near Point Barrow.” (p. 132).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, native, catch, gear.

BOYD, WILLIAM L.
1972. Jarvis and the Alaskan Reindeer Caper. Arctic 25(2):75-82.

In 1897 several whaling vessels were trapped in the arctic by ice and the seamen were forced to
spend the winter there. The whalers sought help from the nearest point of civilization which was the
village of Utkiavik and Charles D. Brower’s whaling station located a bit north of Cape Smythe.
During the winter of 1897-1898, in response to an apparent crisis, Lieutenant David H. Jarvis of the
U.S. Revenue Cutter Bear, leading a three-man relief party, successfully drove a herd of reindeer
800 miles from Cape Nome to Point Barrow to provide the whalers with an emergency food supply.
During April and May, Brower and the natives carried out whaling, and the additional meat helped to
relieve food shortages for all.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, commercial, native, utilization.

BRAHAM, HOWARD W., WILLMAN M. MARQUETTE, TERESA W. BRAY and J.
STEPHEN LEATHERWOOD.

1980. The bowhead whale: whaling and biological research. Mar. Fish. Rev. 42(9-10):1-
96.

Seventeen articles present recent scientific information, most from original research conducted since
1973, on the natural history and historical catch of bowhead whales by Eskimos and commercial
whalers in the western Arctic. One article discusses the Spitsbergen bowhead stock.

WESTERN ARCTIC, EASTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-diving, group size, ice-breaking, migration, respiration, vocalization; DISTRIBUTION-history, former, present;
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-acoustics, census, devices, specimens; IDENTITY-ingutuk;
MORPHOLOGY-anatomy, fetuses, calves; NUTRITION-food, feeding, growth; PATHOLOGY-injuries, scars;
PHYSIOLOGY-excretory; POPULATION-abundance, mortality, trends, recruitment; REPRODUCTION-fetuses, neonates,
mating, periodicity; WHALING-history, commercial, native, catch, utilization
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BRAUND, STEPHEN R.

1981. The skin boats of St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. M.A. Thesis, Univ. Alaska,
Fairbanks, 221 p. (unpublished)

Detailed account of the construction, maintenance, and use of the angyapik (often loosely termed an
umiak) by the Eskimos of St. Lawrence Island. Today’s walrus hide covered open boat is the product
of major changes which reflect the influence of early day commercial whalers and traders. Although
Gambell residents had approximately 28 usable skin boats plus three usable frames without skin
covers in 1973, most are used for hunting walrus and a smaller number is used for bowhead
whaling. The use of these boats for whaling is described (p. 101-102); in 1973 14 crews actively
whaled at Gambell (p. 110, 112). Citing Ellanna (1980), author reports Gambell had 18 whaling
crews in 1974 and 19 in 1976, and that Savoonga had a minimum of 3 crews [presumably for both
years]; and in 1980 Ellanna (personal communication) identified 22 active crews at Gambell and 8 at
Savoonga (p. 112). An historical account of early day commercial whaling and its influence upon St.
Lawrence Islanders is recounted (p. 153-180).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, commercial, native, gear, photographs, utilization.

BREIWICK, JEFFREY M., EDWARD D. MITCHELL, and DOUGLAS G. CHAPMAN.

1980. Estimated initial population size of the Bering Sea stock of bowhead whale,
Balaena mysticetus: an iterative method. Fish. Bull., U.S. 78(4):843-853.

Initial stock sizes of bowhead whales in the western Arctic (Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas) were
calculated iteratively for the period 1848-1978. Estimates of initial stock size ranged between 14,000
and 26,000 whales. It appears likely that stock size between 1910 and 1978 was probably < 10% of
the initial stock level.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION —initial abundance, calculated.

BREIWICK, J.M. and E.D. MITCHELL.

1983. Estimated initial population size of the Bering Sea stock of bowhead whales
(Balaena mysticetus) from logbook and other catch data. /n Tillman, Michael F. and
Gregory P. Donovan, (Editors), Historical whaling records, p. 147-151. Rep. Int.
Whaling Comm., Spec. Issue 5, Paper SC/33/PS7.

Initial population estimates for the Bering Sea stock of bowhead whales were made using the
method of Breiwick et al. (1980) and pelagic and shore-based catch data. The range of resulting
population estimates is from 8,000 to 18,000 bowheads. Results suggest that the maximum net
recruitment rate may be < 0.03 and that the initial population size was probably nearer the upper
range of estimates obtained. (From author's abstract.).

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION —initial abundance, calculated.

BROOKS, JAMES W.
1979. Status of marine mammal stocks in Alaska. Proc. Alaska Sci. Conf. 29:59-69.

A summary of the more significant aspects of the status and associated problems of marine mammal
stocks in Alaska. Subjects briefly reviewed for the bowhead whale are distribution and migration,
general biology, management problems, and current research.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION-present; POPULATION-abundance, mortality, whaling, struck and lost; REGULATION
& CONSERVATION-management, regulation; REPRODUCTION-fecundity, gestation, mating, parturition; WHALING-western
Arctic, native, catch.
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BROOKS, JAMES W., JAMES C. BARTONEK, DAVID R. KLEIN, DAVID L. SPENCER,
and AVERILL S. THAYER.

1971. Environmental influences of oil and gas development in the Arctic Slope and
Beaufort Sea. U.S. Dep. Int., Fish Wildl. Serv., Bur. Sports Fish. Wildl., Resource
Pub. 96, 24 p.

The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, charged with
assembling all available information and with conducting field studies to keep apace of rapid
developments and their ecological implications, present results of their initial studies in this report on
the Arctic Slope and Beaufort Sea. “Bowhead whales, belugas, and harbor seals are present during
the summer and fall, but migrate to the Bering Sea in winter.” Productivity rises sharply during the
summer when ice-free areas develop and light intensities rise. Thus, suckling bowhead whale
calves are able to double their length while their mothers feed on zooplankton during a single
summer in the Beaufort Sea. (p. 18-19).

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-Beaufort Sea; GROWTH-summer period; NUTRITION-feeding ground, zooplankton.

BROWER, CHARLES DAVID [DeWITT]

1863-1899 [1937]. The northernmost American: an autobiography. Vol. 1, Part 1:1-201;
Vol. 1 Part 2:202-435, Vol. 1, Part 3:436-542; Vol. 2, Part 1:543-696; Vol. 2, Part.
2:697-895; Vol. 3, 70 p. (Unpublished) Available Baker Library, Dartmouth College,
Hanover, N.H. Condensed and published as: Brower, C.D. 1942. Fifty years below
zero. Dodd, Mead and Co., New York, N.Y., 310 p.

This manuscript was typed by Brower at his home located at Cape Smythe (Barrow Post Office),
Alaska, and installments were sent two or three times a year to V. Stefansson. Contains
considerable information on whaling for bowhead whales in the Arctic, commercially and by Eskimos,
by means of vessels and shore-based whaling sites, during the period 1885-1937. Author describes
the commercially valuable bowhead, including a small one called. “inyouto” which many people
thought to be a separate species; the behavior and timing of migrating whales; and data on the
length of whales taken and/or the length of baleen obtained from those killed. Includes much
information on the transition of Eskimo whaling culture and techniques from traditional ways to
methods and equipment introduced by the commercial whalers. This is the most complete record
available on the numbers of crews whaling annually during the period as shore-based whalers,
commercial and native, at Barrow and on the numbers of whales captured or struck and lost by
them. Also presents some information on bowhead whales taken by Siberian Eskimos during 1886.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration; IDENTITY-nomenclature, Eskimo, inyouto; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; POPULATION-mortality,
whaling, struck/lost, killed/lost; REPRODUCTION-fetus; WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea,
commercial, native, shore-stations, crews, catch, utilization.



91

BROWER, CHARLES D.

1886-1937. Diary [of Charles D. Brower]. (Available Baker Library, Dartmouth College,
Hanover, N.H.). (Unpublished)

Brower’s diary contains much valuable if laconic information on the shore-based whaling for
bowheads at Barrow, Alaska, during the period 1886-1931. Although some of this information is
included in the author's manuscript “The northernmost American: an autobiography”, his “Diary”
presents much information on whaling that either compliments or is in addition to data found in the
former. Contains data on whaling seasons, whales caught during spring and autumn hunts, animal
size designated as small or large, length or pounds of baleen collected is frequently noted, and
names of successful crew leaders are given.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration; MORPHOLOGY-measurements (small or large size), structure (baleen); POPULATION-mortality,
whaling (struck/lost, killed/lost); WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, commercial, native, shore-stations,
catch, crews, utilization.

BROWER, CHARLES D., in collaboration with PHILIP J. FARRELLY and LYMAN
ANSON.

1960. Fifty years below zero. A lifetime of adventure in the far north. Dodd, Mead & Co.,
New York, 310 p. (Originally published 1942.)

Account of Brower's experiences as a whaler and trader, mainly at Barrow, Alaska, and vicinity, from
1884 through 1940 [Brower died on February 11, 1945.]. Contains considerable information on
commercial and native whaling for bowhead whales in the Arctic, including data on whaling methods,
crews, numbers caught and whales struck but lost. Because Brower was famous for his intimate
knowledge of the Arctic and its inhabitants, and because he never failed to give assistance when
needed, visitors to the region made it a point to visit him and these occasions were duly noted by this
most northerly American citizen.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, commercial,
native, shore stations, catch, crews, utilization.

BROWER, RONALD.

1979. Cultural uses of Alaska marine mammals. (An edited version of the transcript of
Brower's presentation.). Proc. Alaska Sci. Conf. 29:71-73.

Comments by a resident of Barrow, Alaska, on past and present status of marine mammals of the
Arctic utilized by Eskimos for subsistence, and recent changes in the environment and wildlife status
due to oil exploration and other new activities in the area. The bowhead whale supplies most of the
Eskimos nutritional needs over the winter period, and new uses for baleen are being studied.
Traditional whaling is growing due to an increasing native population and the numbers of crews,
which averaged 26 every season during the 1930s up to the 1960s, has increased to about 48, of
which approximately 30 are in Barrow. The only change in traditional whaling has been the use of
1850s model whaling guns that were used by the New England whalers during the 1800s and the
use of orange colored floats that are easier to use than the traditional seal floats.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, crews, gear, utilization.
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BROWN, ROBERT.

1868. Notes on the history and geographical relations of the Pinnipedia frequenting the
Spitzbergen and Greenland Seas. Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. 1868:405-440.

Contents include physiological remarks on the habits and instincts of seals in general, notes on the
species of Pinnipedia, and the commercial importance of the seal fisheries. In discussing the habits
and food of walrus, the author states (p. 429-30) “...whenever it was killed near where a whale's
carcass had been let adrift its stomach was invariably found crammed full of the krang or flesh of that
cetacean.”

EASTERN ARCTIC
PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-scavenger.

BROWN, S. G.

1975. Twenty-sixth meeting of the International Whaling Commission, 1974. Polar Rec.
17(109):402-403.

A brief summary of activities during the IWC meet held June 24-28, 1974 in London. It was reported
that 37 bowhead whales were taken by American Eskimos during 1973.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch.

BROWN, VINSON.

1976. Sea mammals and reptiles of the Pacific coast. Macmillan Pub. Co., Inc., New
York, 265 p.

Contains brief descriptions of sea mammals and reptiles using imaginary actions and events around
a framework or skeleton of facts for some of the more interesting, important, or well-known species.
The bowhead (a drawing on p. 225) is briefly described (p. 226-227) with information of a general
type usually found in the popular literature.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR; DISTRIBUTION; IDENTITY.

BRUEMMER, FRED.
1971. Whalers of the North. Beaver 302(3):44-55.

Brief historical review of commercial whaling for bowheads in the eastern and western Arctic.
Contains general description of the bowhead whale, the value of its products, and catch data,
including two whales taken in the eastern Arctic by Eskimos. One, a half-grown individual, was taken
at Pangnirtung Fiord in 1946: the other, a large animal, was taken by a Jens Munk Island resident in
1965.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-history; IDENTITY-description; MORPHOLOGY-structure; NUTRITION-food; POPULATION-abundance;
SKELETAL REMAINS; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic, commercial, native, catch, utilization, photographs.
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BRUEMMER, FRED.
1977. Life on a cold rock. Nat. Hist. 86(3):54-65.

Popular account describing the living conditions and activities of Eskimos on Little Diomede Island in
the Bering Strait. They have seven umiaks, four 30-foot long and three 18-foot long, and the author
describes their construction and use (p. 63). The islanders mainly hunt walrus and seals. “Whales
pass, but they are rarely pursued. By tradition and inclination Diomeders are primarily walrus
hunters.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, gear.

BRUEMMER, FRED.
1979. Monopoly games sea birds play. Nat. Hist. 88(3):69-75.

Article on the sea birds about Prince Leopold Island in Barrow Strait, west of Lancaster Sound. In
late July 1819, William Edward Parry, commanding H.M.S.’s Hecla and Griper, sailed into the area
and was amazed by the wildlife wealth of the region. Among the wildlife, “white whales were
swimming about the ships in great numbers, narwhal were very numerous, and on August 1 they
saw 82 bowhead whales.”

EASTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-relationship other species; DISTRIBUTION-former; POPULATION-abundance.

BRUEMMER, FRED.
1980. ‘Herschel! The big town.” Beaver 311(3):26-35.

Article describes the rise and fall of the bowhead whaling industry in the western Arctic from the
discovery of “a great many black whales (bowheads)” by Beechey along the Alaskan coast to
Herschel Island in the eastern Beaufort Sea. Author details significant events for Herschel Island
from 1888 when Joseph Tuckfield traveled there from Barrow and discovered whales in the Beaufort
Sea “thick as bees”; through 1908-1909 when not a single ship wintered at Herschel; and finally to
today when only one family now lives there. Catch data for several whaling vessels are given.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-description, nomenclature; MORPHOLOGY-structure; POPULATION-abundance; WHALING-western Arctic
Beaufort Sea, commercial, catch, gear, utilization, photographs, drawings.

BUICE, BETTY.
1947. When the ice cake broke away. Alaska Sportsman 13(4):16-17, 46-47.

Account by a U.S. Weather Bureau employee of bowhead whaling at Barrow, Alaska, during spring

1945. Eighty-year-old Tokput’'s crew shot the first whale of the season, a 30-foot long animal. It was
lost, however, when the ice it had been pulled up on broke away and everyone was forced to run for
safe ice. The janitor for the weather station had a crew and they caught two whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurement; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, catch, photographs.
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BULLEN, FRANKT.

1899. The cruise of the “Cachalot” round the world after sperm whales. D. Appleton &
Co., N.Y. 379 p. (Other editions: Smith, Elder & Co., London, 1901; 2nd ed., D.
Appleton and Co., 1923; Paperback ed., Dover Publ. Inc., N.Y., 1962).

Although primarily a popular account from a seaman’s viewpoint of a sailing cruise for sperm whales
in the South Pacific, the book includes interesting observations about bowheads in the Okhotsk Sea
(p. 191-205). Describes bowhead, spouting activities, whaling chase and behavior when harpooned,
processing of oil and whalebone aboard ship, and behavior of a bowhead under attack by killer
whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-respiratory, relations with other species, diving; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-killer whale; WHALING-western
Arctic, Okhotsk Sea, gear, catch, utilization.

BULLEN, FRANK T.
1904. Denizens of the deep. Fleming H. Revell Co., N.Y., 430 p.

Popular style book describing knowledge about various fish, mammals, and birds, including the
author's observations' while aboard whaling ships. Chapter on bowhead (p. 39-56) presents general
information about food and feeding behavior; parasites; personal observations of predation by killer
whales (Orca), swordfish (Xiphias), and thresher shark (Alopecias vulges); and behavior in removing
parasites and in ice-breaking.

BEHAVIOR-ice-breaking, general; NUTRITION-food, feeding behavior; PATHOLOGY-parasites; PREDATORS &
COMPETITORS-killer whale, swordfish, thresher shark.

BUNNELL, CHARLES.

1958. Charles Bunnell collection of Bernardi. Album, accession number 58-1026, Alaska
and Polar Regions Dep., ElImer E. Rasmuson Libr., Univ. Alaska, Fairbanks.

Album titled “story of a whale hunt” contains pen sketches by Mrs. S. R. Bernardi and photographs
with captions describing bowhead whaling by Eskimos at Wales, Alaska. No background information
accompanied the album when C. Bunnell donated it to the library in 1958, but it apparently was
prepared by S. R. Bernardi, who was a U.S. Government school teacher at Cape Prince of Wales at
about 1902. (Also see Lusk collection of Bernardi, accession number 59-875, Univ. Alaska, and S. R.
Bernardi, Alaska 47(8):22-25 for additional information).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, native, gear, catch, photographs and drawings.
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BURCH, ERNEST S., JR.

1966. Authority, aid, and affection: the structure of Eskimo kin relationships. Ph.D.
thesis, Univ. Chicago, Chicago, lll., 336 p. [Copy avalil. at Naval Arctic Research
Laboratory, Barrow, AK.]

Describes relationships of the “Kiwaliinarmiut” (“Kivalina People”) among themselves and with other
Eskimos in that region of Alaska. “The village of Kivalina was established when a school was built at
its present location in 1905. Kivalina is not a whaling village, most of the whale migration passing
too far out at sea to permit hunting from the village. Consequently, anyone from Kivalina who wishes
to hunt whales usually goes to Point Hope for the purpose. In the spring they moved to the coast,
where they hunted seals, and sometimes set up a whaling station at the so-called ‘Cape Seppings’,
some distance northwest along the coast from the site of the modern village, continuing this until the
sea ice departed in late June. By the winter of 1897-98, however, there were thirteen whaling
stations strung out along the coast between Point Hope and Cape Seppings (Van Stone, 1962:23),
some of them being well within the Kivalina area, and these stations were owned and run by white
men.” (p. 34-38).

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing; WHALING—Chukchi Sea, commercial, native, shore stations.

BURCH, ERNEST S., JR.

1980. Traditional Eskimo societies in Northwest Alaska. In Y. Kotani and W. B. Workman
(editors), Alaska native culture and history, Senri Ethnol. Studies No.4, p. 253-304.
Natl. Mus. Ethnol., Suita, Osaka, Japan.

A reconstruction of the general 19th century social and demographic structures of the Inupik-Eskimo-
speaking population of Northwest Alaska. Based upon personal interviews with 74 individuals
between 1960 and 1976, supplemented by information extracted from literary and archival sources.
This material was analyzed separately for three different time periods, 1816-1842, 1848-1854, and
1880-1889, and the author replaces the Nunamiut/Tariurmiut dichotomy with societies. The yearly
subsistence cycle, including whaling where applicable, is noted for all societies of Northwest Alaska.
This paper is significant because the ethnographic record presented contains important data for a
reconstruction of bowhead whaling effort by the Inupiat during the time period of this study.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-historical, western Arctic, native.

BURCH, ERNEST S., JR.

1981. The traditional Eskimo hunters of Point Hope, Alaska: 1800-1875. North Slope
Borough [Barrow, Alaska]. 89 p.

Author reconstructs the annual subsistence cycle of Point Hope area hunters based upon personal
research, oral sources and the literature. Includes general information on bowhead whaling “...by
eight-man crews, of which there may have been as many as 20 as late as mid-century.” In addition
to a spring season, whaling was also conducted in the fall, mostly north of the Point, but the hunt
was apparently abandoned, at least as a regular enterprise, by about 1860 due to reduction of the
whale population by the American whaling fleet after discovery of the whales north of Bering Strait in
1848 (p. 23-24).

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing, patterns; WHALING—Chukchi Sea, commercial, native, crews, photographs, utilization.
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BURDICK, LORAINE.
1956. He jumps in the skin. Alaska Sportsman 22(2):26-27, 38-40.

Brief, general description of spring bowhead whaling activity at Barrow, Alaska, including the
celebration called Nalakatuk after the season ends. There can be no Nalakatuk unless at least one
whale is caught. lllustrated with eleven photographs, two of a dead bowhead.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, gear, catch, photographs, utilization.

BURGESS, STEPHEN.

1972. Marine mammal phenology in western St. Lawrence Island waters. (Abstr.) Proc.
Alaska Sci. Conf. 23:49.

Author's observations made while on St. Lawrence Island during 1970-1972 indicates that bowhead
whales, Balaena mysticetus, accompanied by beluga whales, Delphinapterus leucas, are present in
these waters as they travel south in the month of December and again north during April and May.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, other species.

BURGESS, STEPHEN M.

1974. The St. Lawrence islanders of Northwest Cape: Patterns of resource utilization.
Ph.D. Thesis, Univ. Alaska, Fairbanks, 289 p. (Unpublished.)

“For the spring hunt of 1972 boats [from Gambell] were on the water for 9 days between April 11 and
May 1, when the single whale for the season was taken west of the Cape. The number of boats
hunting varied from 3 to 12 (all 16 boats were out only on one day) (p. 115) for a total of 70 boat trips
for the hunt which averaged 9 hours for each of the days out. Crews varied from about 5 to 7 men.
From one boat about 30 whales were sighted and from all boats 3 whales were struck before a male
was killed. The whale measured 17 feet 5 inches (about 5.2 m) across the fluke and appeared about
45 feet (13.5 m) long. This whale was divided equally with the community of Savoonga which had
divided the whale taken at the SW Cape several weeks earlier with Gambell. That whale was
estimated at 35 feet in length.” (p.155-156). No whales were taken at Gambell in 1970 (p. 218).

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-sightings; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; POPULATION-mortality, struck and lost; WHALING-western
Arctic, Bering Sea, native, crews, gear, catch, utilization.

BURKHER, PAULINE CHASTAIN.
1944. From the whale's mouth. Alaska Sportsman 10(2):14-15, 24.

Describes baleen baskets made from whalebone, or baleen, obtained from bowhead whales. There
are 300 or more of these baleen plates in two rows in the whale's mouth in graduated lengths of one
to 12 feet. The basket makers choose the five or six foot strips of baleen as the most suitable for
baskets. After completion the baskets are sterilized in a formaldehyde solution. The average annual
catch of bowheads at Barrow is three or four whales When an ankahvik (bowhead) is sighted by the
whalers, they may strike him with from one to a dozen bombs-which cost as much as ten dollars
each.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-nomenclature; MORPHOLOGY-structure; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, gear, utilization.
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BURNS, JOHN J.

1981. Overview of marine mammals in the Beaufort Sea. (Abstr.) In Acoustical Society of
America. 1981. San Diego workshop on the interaction between man-made noise
and vibration and Arctic marine wildlife, February 25-29, 1980, p. 58. Unpub. rep. by
Acoust. Soc. Am., [Washington D.C.], for Alaska Eskimo Whaling Comm., Barrow,
AK 99723.

Marine mammals utilizing the Beaufort Sea are categorized as year-around residents (ringed and
bearded seals, polar bears); regular summer occupants (above species plus bowhead, beluga, killer,
and gray whales, harbor porpoises, walruses and ribbon and spotted seals); and infrequent residents
(Steller sea lion, narwhal, hooded and harp seals, and species presumed to occasionally occur in the
western Beaufort Sea include humpback, fin, sei, minke and sperm whales.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-relations with other species; DISTRIBUTION-Beaufort Sea.

BURNS, JOHN J., and JAMES E. MORROW.

1973. The Alaskan Arctic marine mammals and fisheries. Fifth Int. Congr. Arctic oil and
gas: problems and possibilities, Le Harve, May 2-5, 1973, 22 p.

Concerned with the problems and possibilities of oil and gas development on fishes and mammals in
the Chukchi Sea and nearshore areas off the coast of Alaska. “Beluga and bowhead whales both
occur in association with pack ice. Bowhead whales, as indicated by Tomilin (1957) are strictly
confined to the floating ice region. Both belugas and bowheads are seasonally migratory, occupying
Bering Sea in winter, deeply penetrating the pack ice in spring, when it is unstable and disintegrating.
During summer and early fall, bowhead whales occur along the edge of the polar pack ice. Beluga
whales commonly frequent near shore areas except when they are excluded by landfast ice. Based
on our experiences, bowheads occur most commonly away from shore, except during the spring
(and to a lesser extent, fall) migrations when they follow extensive leads in the ice which pass close
to prominent land-heads such as Point Hope and Point Barrow.

Oil and gas development in the north would probably have little direct effect on bowhead whales.
Belugas, on the other hand could be directly affected through disturbance in the bays, estuaries and
river mouths which they frequent during the summer...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, interaction with beluga, ice; PATHOLOGY-pollution, oil & gas development.

BURNS, J. J., L. H. SHAPIRO, and F. H. FAY.

1977. The relationships of marine mammal distributions, densities, and activities to sea
ice conditions. In Environmental assessment of the Alaska continental shelf, annual
reports of principal investigators for the year ending March 1977, Vol. 1, Receptors-
mammals, p. 503-554. U.S. Dep. Commer., Natl. Oceanic Atmos. Admin., Environ.
Res. Lab., Boulder, Colo.

Presents tentative conclusions on study of ice dynamics and its relationship to habitats of marine
mammals in the Bering and Chukchi Seas. During the winter-spring season several marine
mammals, including some bowhead whales, evidently winter in the southern edge of the Bering Sea
ice in a zone described as the “front” (p. 530).

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-winter range; DISTRIBUTION—factors affecting, ice coverage.
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BURNS, JOHN. J., LEWIS H. SHAPIRO, and FRANCIS. H. FAY.

1981. Ice as marine mammal habitat in the Bering Sea. /n Donald W. Hood and John A.
Calder (eds.). The eastern Bering Sea shelf: oceanography and resources, Vol. 2,
p. 781-797. Univ. Wash. Press, Seattle.

Summarizes annually recurring features of the ice sheet in the Bering Sea and different ice habitats
used by eight species of marine mammals, including the bowhead whale, Balaena mysticetus .
Benefits of ice to bowheads are not clear, and other topics discussed include winter habitat,
adaptations to ice, ice breaking, winter feeding, spring and autumn migrations, reproduction,
association with belugas, and occupation of open waters of the northern Chukchi and Beaufort Seas
during summer and early autumn (p. 781, 788, 791-794).

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-ice breaking, respiration, migration timing and pattern, relationship with belugas; DISTRIBUTION-factors
affecting, habitat; MORPHOLOGY-head; NUTRITION—feeding; REPRODUCTION—mating, parturition; WHALING-Bering
Sea, native, gear, photograph.

BURNS, J. J., F. H. Fay, and L. SHAPIRO.

1978. Marine mammal distribution in relation to ice conditions in the Bering, Chukchi, and
Beaufort Seas. (Abstr.) Proc. Alaska Sci. Conf. 27:178.

Studies are directed toward an understanding of (1) habitat requirements, (2) the dynamic processes
operating to produce those habitats, and (3) the spatial and temporal distribution of critical habitats.
The ice associated marine mammals of this vast region include the polar bear, walrus, ringed,
bearded, ribbon, and spotted seals; and bowhead and belukha whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-ice, migration; DISTRIBUTION-factors affecting.

BURNS, WALTER NOBLE.

1919. A year with a whaler. Macmillan Co., New York, 250 p., 16 pls. (Copyright, 1913,
by Outing Publ. Co., N.Y.).
Popular narrative of the author’s adventures as a seaman on a whaling ship in the Bering and
Chukchi Seas. Describes whaling and processing of whales aboard ship as well as the daily lives of

whalers. Of bowheads, gives their physical features, behavior (feeding and after harpooning),
description of baleen, food, breaching, and predation by killer whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, breaching; NUTRITION-food, feeding behavior; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-killer whales;
WHALING-history, western Arctic, Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, commercial, gear, utilization, photographs and drawings.

BUTWIN, DAVID.
1971. Top of the world. Saturday Rev., July 31, p. 35-36.

Barrow, Alaska, as viewed by a tourist. “Village whalers claimed an even dozen Kkills, and the
following day, June 22, most of Barrow would be down on the shore to celebrate the catch.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, utilization (baleen).
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CALDWELL, MELBA C., and DAVID K. CALDWELL.

1966. Epimeletic (care-giving) behavior in cetacea. In K. S. Norris (editor), Whales,
dolphins and porpoises, p. 755-789. Univ. Calif. Press, Berkeley.

A historical review of observations on epimeletic behavior in cetaceans including an annotated
review by species. Care-giving incidents reported for Balaena mysticetus are given (p. 779-780).
“The Eskimos at Point Barrow, Alaska, reported an instance of maternal behavior to a field
representative of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Dale W. Rice, personal communication, 1962).
In the fall of 1961 they killed a baby bowhead and attached a line to the flukes, preparatory to
hauling it out onto the ice. At this point the mother appeared and pushed the infant away. The
mother was struck with a dart gun, but both mother and dead young disappeared and were not seen
again.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-maternal; POPULATION-calf, whaling mortality, killed and lost, struck and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, native,
gear.

CALL, SAMUEL.
1897-1898. Call collection of photographs. U.S. Navy Arct. Res. Lab., Barrow, Alaska.

“The collection of photographic negatives and lantern slides made by Dr. Samuel Call in 1897-1898
on the Overland Relief Expedition to Point Barrow were sent to Dr. Ernest N. Patty at the University
of Alaska on April 15 as a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Fred Booth. Through the courtesy of the latter, ARL
[Arctic Res. Lab] now has an excellent set of prints of these valuable, historical photographs, all
catalogued.” (ARL Monthly Prog. Rep. April, 1957, p. 5.) Photographs of bowhead whalers
[Commercial and native], boats, ships, and shore whaling stations at Cape Prince of Wales and Point
Barrow.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, native, gear, catch, photographs.

CAMERON, AUSTIN W.

1951. Greenland right whale recorded in Gaspe County, Quebec. Natl. Mus. Can. Bull.
123:116-119.

A fragmentary whale skull which subsequently proved to be that of Balaena mysticetus was
unearthed at Ste. Anne des Monts, Gaspe County, Quebec, in May 1949. The following
measurements were obtained:

Greatest width of skull 268 cm
Greatest width of articular surface of zygomatic process 79
Diameter of foramen magnum (transverse) 121
Diameter of foramen magnum (ant.-post.) 141
Length of occipital condyle 27
Width of occipital condyle 18

“The above measurements along with a number of photographs were forwarded to Dr. Remington
Kellogg, Curator of Mammals, United States National Museum, Washington, D.C., who identified the
skull as that of Balaena mysticetus Linnaeus.” This discovery is significant because it extends the
known range of this species in the Atlantic region some 1,200 miles to the south of its previously
known range.

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-former; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-museum, skull; MORPHOLOGY-measurements, skull,
drawing, photographs.
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CARIBOU NEWS.

1977a. Point Hope takes first bowhead whale. Caribou News, Kotzebue, Alaska, May 9,
1(1):2.

“Captain Billy Weber of Point Hope and his crew landed the first bowhead whale of the season in the
open water off Point Hope on Sunday, April 30. The whale was 29 feet long.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

CARIBOU NEWS.
1977b. Swan’s crew captures whale. Caribou News, Kotzebue Alaska, May 24, 1(2):8.

“Captain Clinton Swan’s crew captured Kivalina’s first whale in 5 years-a 33 foot bowhead-on
Monday, May 9, at about 2:00 p.m. The whale was taken in a lead about 2-1/2 or 3 miles out and
about 6 miles north of town. It was struck by Victor Swan.” “This is the first whale to offer itself to
Kivalina hunters since 1972. Three other Kivalina crews are hoping to have similar luck. They are
captained by Oran Knox, Daniel Norton, and Oscar Swan.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

CARIBOU NEWS.

1977c. Luke Koonook takes 48-foot bowhead. Caribou News, Kotzebue, Alaska, June 8,
1(3):2.

“POINT HOPE, ALASKA: The oars pointed skyward last week in Point Hope from the umiak of
Captain Luke Koonook, Sr. after his crew successfully landed a bowhead whale measuring
forty-eight feet, five inches in the early evening of May 24th. His son Henry made the strike with his
harpoon gun from the edge of the lead and the whale was towed up on the ice several hours later.
The butchering began in the early morning hours and continued throughout the following days, with
assistance coming from several other crews. This was the second whale taken this season, which
has been plagued by poor wind conditions and the lack of open leads in the ice. The first whale for
the Koonooks. Earlier in the month a bowhead whale measuring approximately thirty—six feet was
successfully taken by Captain Billy Weber and his crew. A third strike was made on the evening of
May 26th by Rex Allen Rock, son of Captain Elijah Rock, but the whale did not re-surface and has
not been found up to this time. A south wind the following evening closed the lead and the crews
broke camp and returned to the village to await improved weather conditions.” “The whaling feast for
Point Hope this year is scheduled for June 10, 11 and 12.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurement; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck & lost; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea,
native, catch, crews.

CARIBOU NEWS.
1977d. Bowhead whale hunting studied. Caribou News, Kotzebue, Alaska, July 1, 1(5):1.

The National Marine Fisheries Service held an informal meeting in Washington, D.C., two weeks ago
to discuss the regulation of hunting bowhead whales by Alaskan Eskimos because of concern by
various environmental groups about the survival of the bowheads. Attention focused on the Barrow
hunters in attendance “because of the large number of whales caught in Barrow in recent years.
During the 1977 season, Barrow hunters took 19 whales, while Wainwright, Saint Lawrence Island,
and Point Hope hunters each took two, and Kivalina took one. The total take in 1977 was 26.” A
hearing will probably be held in Kotzebue this summer for input from other local hunters.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-conservation; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch.
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CARIBOU NEWS.

1977e. International Whaling Commission’ s deletion of native exemption for bowhead
whaling: excerpts from the DEIS. Caribou News, Kotzebue, Alaska, Sep. 13, 1(9):6-
7.

A presentation of selected key items in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement [produced by the
National Marine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce] concerning the banning by the IWC of bowhead whaling by Alaskan
Eskimos. Contains data [reproduced] on the number of crews whaling at various villages during the
spring from 1971-1976; numbers of whales struck and lost and killed and recovered at Point Hope
for various years during the period 1915-1962; and the number of whales landed, struck and lost,
and killed but lost in the Alaskan Eskimo fishery from 1973 through 1977.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-mortality, whaling, struck & lost, killed & lost; WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, crews.

CARIBOU NEWS.
1977f. Bowhead whale hearings. Caribou News, Kotzebue, Alaska, Oct. 5, 1(10):4-5.

During hearings held in Kotzebue on September 15 and 16 by the U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Marine Fisheries Service, concerning bowhead whaling by Alaskan Eskimos, the testimony
by northwest Alaska Eskimos was unanimous in favor of Eskimo whaling and the culture on which it
depends. “Meanwhile, the villagers of Kaktovik, on Barter Island, took the first whale of the fall
hunting season, under the supervision of the newly formed Eskimo Whaling commission. The EWC
was formed at a meeting of whaling captains from all whaling villages from Barter Island to St.
Lawrence Island, gathered at Barrow on August 31. Using traditional subsistence techniques, the
Kaktovik crew hauled a 44-foot bowhead ashore to provide winter subsistence.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING-Western Arctic, Beaufort Sea,
native catch.

CARIBOU NEWS.

1977g. Cousteau supports whalers. Plans Arctic Study in Spring. Caribou News, Nov.
19, 1(13):1.

Jacques Cousteau met on October 28 with Barrow and St. Lawrence Island whalers to discuss plans
for four Arctic expeditions and studies of the bowhead whale. Among those attending were whaling
captains Roger Siluk and Abraham Kaningok of Gambell. “In discussions with the whaling captains,
he learned that whale strikes at one point near St. Lawrence Island trigger flight reactions in whales
as far as 30 miles away; and that there are complex color differences among bowheads which
determine which ones the whalers will strike.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-reaction to strikes, communication (?); FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-field recognition, coloration;
WHALING-Bering Sea, native, crews.
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CARLSON, GERALD F.
1966. Two on the rocks. David McKay Co., Inc., New York, 193 p.

Author and wife were school teachers at the village of Ingaluk, Little Diomede Island, 1953-1954.
Hunting for various species is discussed on p. 151-171, seals and walrus being the principal animals
harvested. The Diomeders are not whalers by inclination and, although they go through a lot of
preparation for the hunt, they haven't taken a live whale in years (p. 158). Several years before the
Carlson’s arrival an unsuccessful attempt was made to take a sleeping whale (bowhead?) with a
shoulder gun.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, gear, catch.

CARNAHAN, JOHN W.

1979a. Cross Island: a link between the past and the future. Arct. Coastal Zone Manage.
Newsl. 22:11-14.

Cross Island is the central focus of a subsistence zone for Eskimo activities such as whaling, fishing,
and bird hunting, the core of Inupiat culture. Testimony from Inupiat residents recorded in The
Beaufort Sea Traditional Land Use Inventory, an oral history project by the North Slope Borough,
documents the value and previous use of the area as a center for subsistence whaling. Contains
data on whales killed, year taken, crews and crew members.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (baleen); WHALING-western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews, utilization.

CARNAHAN, JOHN.
1979b. Cross Island: Inupiat cultural continuum. North Slope Borough, Anchorage. 43 p.

Documents use of Cross Island for generations by North Slope Eskimos for hunting, trapping and
bowhead whaling. Oral reports record bowheads captured there in 1921 (1 whale, p. 31); 1922 (1
whale, p. 26,32); 1927 (1 whale, p. 26-27); 1927 or 1928 (1 whale, baleen was 11 feet long, p. 27);
and 1938 (1 whale, p. 28). It was also noted that Taagpak, a famous whaler of the area, made a
mark on his umiaq every time a whale was caught, and that he also added a tattoo mark on his
cheek for each whale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crews, photographs, records.
CARNAHAN, JOHN.
1980a. Inupiats take their history into their own hands. Alaska J., 10(2):17-23.

The North Slope Borough, Barrow, Alaska, undertakes program to identify and document elements
of Inupiat culture and subsistence as an aid in preserving their traditional lifestyle. Contains four
photographs of early-day whaling by Ernest Leffingwell and one by F. C. Dakin.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, native, historical, catch, crews, photographs, utilization.
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CARNAHAN, JOHN W.

1980b. Nominating maritime—subsistence sites to the National Register. Arct. Coastal
Zone Manage. Newsl. No. 26:19-22.

Describes problems associated with nominating islands in the Beaufort Sea with a history of
continuous subsistence by the Inupiat of Alaska's North Slope. “Unlike the eastward migration in
spring, during which the bowhead follow open leads in the pack ice, usually far from shore, the fall
(westward) migration carries them much closer to land. Cross Island, the outermost of the barrier
islands, has long been a favored fall whaling camp of the Inupiat. Here, Taagpak, a locally renowned
whaler, made his annual camp. He hunted whales with amazing success from before 1920 until the
mid 1940s. (Traditional Land Use Inventory, NSB)”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, movements, timing; WHALING-Beaufort Sea, native, catch, crew, utilization.

CETACEAN TIMES.
1975. The bowhead: part 1. Cetacean Times 1(6):59-63.

Contains notes of remarks made by some participants at the National Whale Symposium held at
Bloomington, Indiana. Includes brief discussions on Alaskan Eskimo whaling for bowheads
conducted in an uncontrolled and wasteful manner; present status of the stock, including the
question of whether there may be more than one subspecies; dispersion of the whales between
Pacific and Atlantic arctic waters; and a brief general description of the whale itself.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration; IDENTITY-description; MORPHOLOGY-structure; POPULATION-abundance, recruitment, mortality,
whaling (struck/lost); REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, regulation; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic,
native, catch, drawings.

CETACEAN TIMES.
1976. The bowhead: part 2. Cetacean Times 2(1):1-16.

Second and final part of article which attempts to summarize and analyze the problems associated
with an existing controversy over the status of the bowhead, Balaena mysticetus. Contains notes on
subjects discussed by participants at the Marine Mammal Biology and Conservation Conference in
Santa Cruz, California, held in December 1975. Includes a discussion of numerous elements of the
subsistence hunt for bowheads by natives; the effect of the hunt on the population, such as numbers
killed, struck and lost, estimates of abundance, recruitment, size and maturity of animals killed;
effects of the environment on survival of bowheads; and legislation concerning the regulation and
management of the stocks remaining today.

WESTERN ARCTIC

DISTRIBUTION-factors effecting; GROWTH-rate (estimated); MORPHOLOGY-measurements; POPULATION-abundance,
recruitment, mortality, whaling (struck/lost); REGULATION & CONSERVATION- regulation; WHALING-western Arctic, native,
catch.

CHAMBERLAIN, F. M., and JOHN N. COBB.

1912. Statistics of the fisheries of Alaska for 1911. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1911, p. 29-
65. (Doc. 766.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fisheries by district in Alaska. Although the number of
bowheads taken is not given, the table on p. 36 shows 2,767 pounds of whalebone valued at $7,014
as a product of the Arctic District. (This baleen most likely was obtained from bowhead whales by
shore stations).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, shore-stations, catch.
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CHAMBERLAIN, FRED M., and WARD T. BOWER.
1913. Fishery industries. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1912, p. 18-73. (Doc. 780.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fisheries by district in Alaska. “Operations of the San
Francisco fleet in northern waters during 1912 were not of an extensive or satisfactory nature. The
steamer Belvedere (339 tons), which sailed north in the spring of 1911 and wintered in the Arctic,
arrived November 1 with 900 barrels of oil and 32,800 pounds of whalebone, also a shipment of furs.
The schooner Alice Stofen (17 tons) cleared on a whaling voyage May 16, but had not returned up to
the end of the year. The power schooner Elvira (60 tons) arrived November 7 from a cruise in
northern waters, during which 12 bowhead whales were captured that produced 17,544 pounds of
bone. The Herman, Karluk, Jeanette, Beluga, Bowhead, Narwhal, and the Thrasher did not sail this
year. (p. 69). Whalebone was produced in the shore-station whaling operations in western and Arctic
Alaska to the extent of 11,317 pounds, valued at $18,012. This whalebone is from the right or
bowhead whale and is much more valuable than the ordinary baleen of commerce. The price,
however, has been low this year.” (p. 70-71).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, shore-stations, gear, catch.

CHAMBERS, JOHN R.
1970. Arctic bush mission. Superior Publ. Co., Seattle, Washington, 174 p.

The experiences of a missionary bush pilot in Arctic Alaska, with his home base at Barrow, during
1958 to 1965. In the spring of 1960, 18 crews caught 14 whales, the first landed there in six seasons
(p. 96-99). Book contains 197 photographs, including whaling scenes during 1960; one shows
Vincent Nageak by small whale he captured, and another is of a larger but unidentified whale,
perhaps 50 feet long.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, gear, catch, utilization, photographs.

CHANCE, NORMAN A.
1966. The Eskimo of north Alaska. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., New York, 107 p.

An ethnographic study of Eskimos living in Barrow, Kaktovik, and Wainwright, Alaska, during 1958,
1961 and 1962. Social, cultural, and economic standards of the pre-contact, early post-contact, and
recent times are described and changes resulting from contact with white people and products of the
modern world are discussed. Commercial whaling for bowheads and the importance of this whale to
whites and Eskimos is briefly reviewed. By 1867, whaling vessels were common along the north
Alaska coast and rifles, ammunition, and other products were being traded for baleen and labor.
Traditional whaling customs of the Eskimos are described, including changes brought about by the
arrival of the commercial whalers. Whaling was such a profitable activity for a time that several
Eskimos entered into business for themselves. “In 1908 the explorer Stefansson found a few
Eskimos at Point Barrow maintaining as many as five or six boat crews and paying equal wages with
whites.” (p. 14). After collapse of the baleen market in the early 1900's, Eskimos still relied on the
whale for subsistence and prestige needs, but the costs for ammunition and other supplies
effectively limited the number of boat crews hunting each spring, and the number of boats today is
governed by one's ability to raise the $300-400 necessary to outfit a boat (p. 38).

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; WHALING-western Arctic, commercial, native, gear, crews, drawing, utilization.
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CHAPELLE, HOWARD 1.

1964. Arctic skin boats. In Adney, Edwin Tappan and Howard |. Chapelle, The bark
canoes and skin boats of North America, p. 174-211. Smithson. Inst., Bull. 230,
Wash., D.C.

Describes types and varieties of skin boats made by the Eskimos of Arctic North America. Includes
photographs of umiaks (skin boats) at St. Lawrence Island, 1930; Cape Prince of Wales, 1936; and
four on racks in front of the village on Little Diomede Island, July 30, 1936. Also included is a
drawing (Fig. 171, p. 187) of an umiak of the model used by Eskimos in offshore whaling at Point
Barrow and vicinity. All photographs by Henry B. Collins.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-native, gear, photographs.

CHEEVER, HENRY T. (Ed. by W. SCORESBY).

1850. The whaleman’s adventures in the southern ocean: as gathered by the Rev. Henry
T. Cheever, on the homeward cruise of the “Commodore Preble.” Sampson Low
and David Bogue, London, 304 p.

Narrative and notes by Rev. Cheever during a whaling voyage to the South Seas and Pacific Ocean
and edited by Scoresby. Observations of bowhead whales included behavior when undisturbed,
feeding and pursued; food and use of baleen as a filter: physical description including color of the
skin; abundance, reproduction; predators; also some interesting remarks about the effects of whaling
upon survival of the population (p. 47-100).

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-Respiration, maternal; DISTRIBUTION—former, Chukchi Sea; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-age
determination (baleen ridges); MORPHOLOGY-measurements, structures; NUTRITION—food and feeding; PREDATORS &
COMPETITORS—killer whales, sword— fish and thrashers; REPRODUCTION—gestation, parturition, periodicity; WHALING—
Bering and Chukchi Seas, commercial, techniques, products.

CHIPMAN, KENNETH G., and JOHN R. COX.

1924. Geographical notes on the Arctic coast of Canada. Rep. Can. Arctic Exped.
1913-18, vol. 11: Geology and Geography, Pt. B: 1B-57B, King's Printer, Ottawa.

Traveling north from Nome in July 1913 in the vessels Alaska and Mary Sachs, they were forced to
overwinter at Collinson Point, on the north coast of Alaska, owing to unusual ice conditions that
summer. In 1914 their work was confined to the mainland coast from Darnley Bay on the west to
Bathurst Inlet on the east in Coronation Gulf and includes Eskimo names for numerous locations,
including Akuvillik (“Place where a whale carcass was found.”) (p. 38B) and Nuyugyuk: a small
sandspit on the west side of Langton where there are a number of whale skulls [species not given in
either case] (p. 42B).

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—carcass, skulls; POPULATION—mortality (unknown cause); SKELETON REMAINS-beachcast, skulls.

CLARK, A. HOWARD.
1887. The American whale-fishery, 1877-1886. Science (Supplement) 9(217):321-324.

A brief discussion of the whaling industry and a report of the numbers of vessels involved in each
and the products obtained for the period 1877 through 1886. During this time the value of whale oil
averaged $0.45-0.50 per gallon, and whale—bone $2.41 per pound. About three—fourths of the
whale—oil and nearly all the whalebone landed by American whaling vessels is taken by the North
Pacific fleet, cruising north of Bering Strait and in the Okhotsk Sea.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION—former; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic, commercial, catch, utilization.
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COBB, JOHN N.

1906. The commercial fisheries of Alaska in 1905. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1905, 46 p.
(Doc. 603.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fisheries by district in Alaska. Contains a brief
description of bowhead whaling by Alaskan Eskimos including some data on the historical catch. “In
1891 they took from 10 to 15 whales, while in 1892-a very poor season, owing to the large quantities
of ice on the eastern shore at the time the whales were passing north—about 15,000 pounds of
whalebone were secured. In 1880 it is estimated that natives put up 5,000 gallons of whale oil,
valued at $500. During the period from 1883 to 1889, both inclusive, the Alaska Commercial
Company shipped 33 packages of whalebone from Alaska. The weight and value of the packages
are not given. In 1882, 166 barrels and in 1889, 13 barrels of whale oil were shipped from Alaska by
the same company. In 1905, 8,057 pounds of bone, valued at $51,197, were taken. All of the bone
secured by the natives is sold to the whaling vessels, and it is very probable that large quantities so
obtained in barter are reported at the home port as part of the catch of the vessel.” (p.36—38). A final
entry in the table on p. 42 indicates that a whale’s head and skull (weight 1,850 pounds, value
$1,500) was shipped from Arctic Alaska as a natural history specimen, but no further information is
given.

BEHAVIOR-migration; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-museum specimen; WHALING—-western Arctic, commercial,
native, catch.

COBB, JOHN N., and HOWARD M. KUTCHIN.
1907. The fisheries of Alaska in 1906. Rep. U.S. Comm. Fish., 1906, 70 p. (Doc. 618.)

Detailed annual reports and statistics on the fisheries by district in Alaska. A table showing the
products of the Alaska fisheries in 1906 indicates that 8,854 pounds of whalebone valued at $42,232
($4.77 per pound) was obtained from the Arctic Alaska district in 19086.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, commercial, native, catch.

COCKE, ALBERT K.
1974. Dr. Samuel J. Call. Alaska J. 4(3):181-188.

Biography of Dr. Call’s service and experiences in Alaska. During the winter of 189798, he was a
member of the overland expedition for the relief of whalers in the Arctic Ocean led by Lieut. David H.
Jarvis of the U.S. Revenue Marine Service. Dr. Call was an accomplished photographer and during
his travels he took a great many pictures of Eskimos, whaling vessels and their crews, shipmates,
and scenes in native villages. Some of his photographs are in the University of Alaska Archives and
others are in the Alaska Historical Library. Several of his prints showing bowhead whaling scenes
(commercial and native) are in the library of the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory (see Samuel Call,
1897-1898).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, commercial, native, photographs.
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COLLINS, HENRY B., JR.

1933. Archeological investigations at Point Barrow Alaska. /n Explorations and field work
of the Smithsonian Institution in 1932, p. 45-48. Smithson. Inst. Publ. 3213.

Brief review of Mr. J. A. Ford’s excavations at sites of Birnirk age around Point Barrow in 1932.
Contains three photographs of bowhead taken at Point Barrow in the fall of 1931 (see J. A. Ford,
1959): “Fig. 46.—Eskimos cutting up bowhead whale killed at Point Barrow; Fig. 47.—James A. Ford
hauling whale skull from Point Barrow to Barrow; Fig. 48.—Hauling whale jaw to Barrow with sled and
dog team.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; WHALING—western Arctic, Beaufort Sea, native, catch, photographs.

COLLINS, HENRY B., JR.

1937a. Archeological excavations at Bering Strait. /In Explorations and field-work of the
Smithsonian Institution in 1936, p. 63—68. Smithson. Inst. Publ. 3407.

Description of excavations at Kurigitavik, at Cape Prince of Wales, the only Thule site thus far known
in Alaska. On p. 67 is a photograph of a dead whale which beached near Wales and is captioned as
follows: “Fig. 61.—A dead whale which has drifted ashore near Wales provides meat for the entire
village. The Eskimos are particularly fond of the black outer skin, or “muktuk.” [Author’s reference to
“pblack outer skin, or muktuk” strongly suggests that this small whale was a bowhead.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; POPULATION-mortality, stranding, photograph.

COLLINS, HENRY B., JR.

1937b. Archeology of St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. Smithson. Misc. Collect. 96(1), 431 p.
Smithson. Publ. 3411.

Detailed description of excavations and findings made under auspices of the Smithsonian Institution
in 1930 and 1931, and discussion of relationship of Old Bering Sea culture to Punuk, Birnirk, Thule,
Dorset, Kachemak Bay and modern Eskimo cultures. “The fact that 10 whaling harpoon heads were
found at Seklowaghyaget and the old section of Gambell, the two sites where the least amount of
excavating was done, whereas only two heads and three fragments were found at Miyowagh and
Levoghiyoq, shows conclusively that it is only in relatively recent times that whaling has become an
important occupation with the St. Lawrence Eskimos. The few specimens from Miyowagh and
Levoghiyoq (four of them bearing Punuk decoration and one plain) show that whaling had begun to
be practiced to a slight extent in Punuk times; on the other hand, the absence not only of whaling
harpoon heads, but also of whale bones, at the Hillside site, would seem to indicate that the Old
Bering Sea Eskimos had not hunted the whale at all. The baleen at the Hillside site might have been
obtained from animals that had drifted ashore after having been killed by killer whales.” (p. 217)

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS—killer whales; WHALING- history, western Arctic, native, gear.
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COLLINS, HENRY B., JR.

1939. Exploring frozen fragments of American history. On the trail of early Eskimo
colonists who made a 55—mile crossing from the Old World to the New. Natl. Geogr.
75(5):633-656.

Popular account of an archaeological expedition to Cape Prince of Wales in 1936. One morning a
young bowhead whale was found about 12 miles down the coast. Five umiaks towed the whale to
the village where it was cut up completely and the meat distributed to the residents. “In years past
the Wales Eskimos were famous whalers. But in 1915 most of the expert whalers died in an
influenza epidemic and whaling disappeared at Wales.” (p. 651). (Also see H. B. Collins, 1937, fig.
61.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY-whalebones, baleen; POPULATION-mortality, stranding (utilized by natives).

COLLINS, HENRY B., JR.

1951. Old Bering Sea and Punuk Cultures. In V. Stefansson (editor), Encyclopedia
Arctica, Vol. 8, Pap. 36, 16 p. (Available at the Stefansson Collection, Baker
Library, Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H. Copy at Naval Arctic Research
Laboratory, Barrow, Alaska). (Unpublished)

One of five articles prepared for V. Stefansson's Encyclopedia Arctica which was never published.
“Like their present—day descendants, the Old Bering Sea Eskimos were a strictly maritime people,
depending entirely on the resources of the sea for their livelihood. Although the bones and baleen of
bowhead whales were used in many ways and the meat and blubber probably eaten, these animals
do not seem to have been actively hunted by the Old Bering Sea People, for only one whaling
harpoon head has been found in contrast to the many that turn up at all Punuk and later sites. The
earlier Eskimos may have obtained their whales by salvaging those that drifted ashore dead, the
victims of killer whales (p. 5).” Whale bones were utilized by the Eskimos to make their houses, picks
and mattocks: baleen was used for such items as pails and for toboggans to haul meat and blubber.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ARCHAEOLOGY; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS—killer whales; WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, gear,
utilization.

COOK, JOHN A.

1926. Pursuing the whale. A quarter—century of whaling in the Arctic. Houghton Mifflin
Co., Boston, 344 p.

Narrative of whaling voyages to the Bering, Chukchi and Beaufort Seas for bowhead whales during
the years 1890-1906. Cook owned and commanded the vessel Bowhead from 1897 to 1906. It
made one more trip to the Arctic in 1907 under Captain James A. Tilton before Cook sold it in
January 1908 because substitutes were rapidly replacing baleen in the market and because of his
wife's ill health. Contains considerable information on bowhead whaling and how baleen and oil were
handled aboard ship. Describes catches made, difficulties endured by overwintering whalers at
Herschel Island, and value of Eskimo assistants. Contacts and relations with Siberian and American
Eskimos are described, including some information on native shore—based whaling methods,
equipment, and catches.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, migration; DISTRIBUTION-history, former; POPULATION-abundance and density, mortality,
struck/lost; REPRODUCTION-calves; WHALING-western Arctic, gear, catch, commercial, native, photographs, utilization.
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COOK, JOHN A., and SAMSON S. PEDERSON.

1937. “Thar she blows.” Experiences of many voyages chasing whales in the Arctic.
Chapman and Grimes, Boston. 314 p.

Presents essentially the same information as published earlier (1926) by John A. Cook in “Pursuing
the whale. A quarter—century of whaling in the Arctic.” Some additional descriptive information and
photographs complement details provided in the earlier book.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, migration; DISTRIBUTION-history; POPULATION-abundance and density, mortality, struck and lost;
REPRODUCTION-calves; WHALING—western Arctic, native, commercial, gear, catch, photographs, utilization.

COTLOW, LEWIS.
1971. The twilight of the primitive. MacMillan Co., New York, 257 p.

Describes the acculturation of primitive peoples in Africa, South America, the Arctic, in Australia and
Oceania, and questions some of the accepted “solutions” that are intended to save the remaining
traditional societies from extinction. Information of interest on Alaskan Eskimos and bowhead
whaling (p. 75—109) includes the capture of four whales at Barrow during the period the author was
there, and a report by resident Pete Sovalik that they had taken nine whales in all the previous year

(p. 97.).

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

COUSTEAU, JACQUES-YVES.
1981. The ocean. Natl. Geogr. 160(6):780—791.

Briefly discusses how the sea can help mankind survive. Includes a photograph (p. 786—787) of
polar bears feeding on a dead bowhead whale [no location or date given].

CIRCUMPOLAR
PREDATORS & COMPETITORS-scavenging (polar bears); POPULATION-mortality (cause unknown).

COWLEY, SUSAN.
1974. Whaling and whalers. A living remembrance. Americana, 1(6):16—19.

Describes the private collection of Barbara Johnson, New Jersey, which is the largest whaling
collection in the United States and includes 11,000 books, whaling gear, paintings, log books, letters,
manuscripts, ship models, whalebone artifacts, and scrimshaw. “The collection includes a 200,000
card file, with information on almost every known whale ship and sailor, and a 15,000 picture file of
existing scrimshaw pieces.”

CIRCUMPOLAR
WHALING—-commercial, gear, records, log books, manuscripts, letters, photographs, paintings.
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CRAD, JOSEPH. (pseudonym used by Edward Clarence Trelawney—Ansell) .
1939. Trailing through Siberia. The Travel Book Club, London, 270 p.

Author describes his experiences in Alaska, including a trip to Siberia along the coast of the Chukchi
Sea. While he was visiting a village located about 20 miles east of Cape Jakan, the Eskimos landed
a medium sized whale while hunting on the ice during the late spring/early summer of 1900. When
leads open in all directions in the weakening ice, the great whales, usually bowheads, come
swimming and feeding along these channels. A description of “floor” whaling by the natives follows.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, feeding; DISTRIBUTION- Chukchi Sea, coast of Siberia; WHALING-history, western Arctic, gear,
natives, catch.

CRANTZ, DAVID.

1767. The history of Greenland: containing a description of the country, and its
inhabitants: and particularly, a relation of the mission, carried on for above these
thirty years by the Unitas Fratrum, at New Herrnhuth and Lichtenfels, in that
country. Printed for the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel among
the Heathen, and sold by J. Dodsley...(etc.), London. In 2 vols.: 405 p., 498 p.
Translated from the High—Dutch.

Book Il contains descriptions of fishes and mammals (chapters 2—4). Chapter 2 mentions food of the
Greenland whale. Chapter 3 includes a description, based on writing of other observers, of the
Greenland whale, its size, respiratory behavior, baleen, mouth, feeding and feeding areas, and
extent and catches of the whaling fleet. In addition, the whaling procedures, gear, reaction of the
whales to pursuit and harpooning, processing the captured whale, and whaling by natives is
described.

EASTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming, respiratory; MORPHOLOGY-measurements, structure; NUTRITION—food, feeding behavior;
WHALING-history, eastern Arctic, gear, natives, catch.

CUMMINGS, WILLIAM C.

1981. Bioacoustic considerations. (Abstr.) In Acoustical Society of America. 1981. San
Diego workshop on the interaction between man—made noise and vibration and
Arctic marine wildlife, February 25-29, 1980, p. 63. Unpub. rep. by Acoust. Soc.
Am., [Washington, D.C.], for Alaska Eskimo Whaling Comm., Barrow, AK 99723.

Discusses considerations regarding bioacoustics of marine wildlife of the Arctic. A description is
given of the known physical features of sounds from bowhead, gray, and beluga whales, ringed and
bearded seals, and the walrus.

EASTERN ARCTIC and WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-vocalization; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES- acoustics.
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CUMMINGS, WILLIAM C., WILLIAM T. ELLISON, and D. V. HOLLIDAY.

1981. Near shore ambient noise off the North Slope of Alaska. (Abstr.) J. Acoust. Soc.
Am., Suppl. 1, 70 (Fall): S84-S85. (abstr. MM11.)

Ambient noise measurements (10 Hz to 10 KHz) were made at a number of locations off the North
Slope of Alaska in 1980. "Measurements were made to establish baseline ambient noise levels in
areas typical of the spring habitats of the bearded and ringed seals as well as the spring and fall
migration paths of the bowhead and beluga whales.” (From author’s abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration, vocalization; DISTRIBUTION—Chukchi and Beaufort Seas; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-
acoustics.

CUMMINGS, WILLIAM C., D. VAN HOLLIDAY, and WILLIAM T. ELLISON.

1981. Measurements of man—-made underwater noise off North Slope, Alaska. (Abstr.) J.
Acoust. Soc. Am., Supple 1, 70 (Fall): S82-S83. (abstr. MM1.)

Recordings were made in winter, spring, and fall of man—-made underwater noise to provide an
acoustical base for studies of its effect on marine life [including bowhead whales] in the region.

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-acoustics.

DAHLHEIM, MARILYN.

1981. Comments on bowhead acoustics. (Abstr.) In Acoustical Society of America. 1981.
San Diego workshop on the interaction between man—made noise and vibration and
Arctic marine wildlife, February 25-29, 1980, p. 64. Unpub. rep. by Acoust. Soc.
Am. [Washington, D.C.], for Alaska Eskimo Whaling Comm., Barrow, AK 99723.

The National Marine Mammal Laboratory, Seattle, Washington, conducted studies on the sounds
produced by the bowhead whale, Balaena mysticetus. Data during 1978 and 1979 also included
behavior of this whale in the presence of research vehicles during aerial and vessel surveys. (From
author's abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-vocalization, reactions to vessels and aircraft; DISTRIBUTION—early spring, Bering Sea; FIELD &
LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, acoustics.

DAILEY, MURRAY D., and ROBERT L. BROWNELL, JR.

1972. A checklist of marine mammal parasites. In S. H. Ridgway (editor), Mammals of the
sea, biology and medicine, p. 528-589. Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, III.

A comprehensive checklist with references of reported parasites from marine mammals throughout
the world. The following have been reported found in the Greenland right or bowhead whale:
Trematoda, Lecithodesmus goliath and Ogmogaster pilcatus; Cestoda, Phyllobothrium delphini;
Acanthocephala, Bolbosoma balaenae; and Nematoda, Crassicauda crassicauda. [p. 557]

CIRCUMPOLAR
PATHOLOGY-parasites.
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DAVIDSON, ART.

No date. Eskimo hunting of bowhead whales. Rural Alaska Community Action Program,
Anchorage, Alaska, in cooperation with Community Enterprise Development
Corporation and the John Muir Institute for Environmental Studies, 37 p.

A review of existing information on the relation of Eskimos and bowhead whales in the 1970’s that
seeks to answer four important questions: 1) What is the regulatory status of bowhead whales, 2)
what is the extent of native use of bowhead whales, 3) what impact does Eskimo whaling have upon
the present population of bowhead whales, and 4) what options are there for preserving bowhead
whales and traditional Eskimo hunting of these whales? Contains information on whaling stating that
Eskimos from seven whaling villages annually take between 15 and 25 bowheads. It is likely that the
Russian Eskimos take about as many whales as Alaskan Eskimos. In Barrow in 1972 there were 27
whaling crews of eight to ten men each. The number of boats [crews] today is governed by a
potential crew’s ability to raise the $300 to $400 necessary to outfit a boat. On May 11, 1972, at the
Senate Ocean Mammal hearing, Nome, Alaska, Martha Aiken stated that eleven whales have been
killed to date at Barrow. Report includes comments by ten individuals and the Friends of the Earth
who are recognized as having considerable professional knowledge of bowhead whales and Eskimo
whaling. Report concludes with research needed to help in setting guidelines for continued native
use of bowhead whales.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION—conservation; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch, crews, utilization, photographs,
drawing.

DAVIS, C. H. (editor).

1876. Narrative of the North Polar Expedition, U. S. Ship Polaris, Captain Charles Francis
Hall commanding. U. S. Gov. Print. Off., Washington, D.C., 696 p.

Narrative was prepared from papers and journals of an expedition under Capt. C. F. Hall in the
eastern Arctic to Davis Strait and Baffin Bay areas. Notes that one of the purposes of the expedition
was the probability of discovering new whaling grounds. Capt. Hall reported in a letter in 1871 that a
bay off Barrow Strait at lat. 73°43'N, long. 83°W, abounded in Balaena mysticetus. “So abundant are
the whales that the natives sometimes Kkill, in their rude way, as many as five large ones in a few
days.” (p. 40). Capt. Hall was convinced the new bay would be as valuable to whalers as
Cumberland Sound where the whale fishery had gradually diminished.

EASTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION—former; WHALING—eastern Arctic, natives, catch.

DAVIS, NEIL.

1978. Alaska Science Forum: What came before plastic? Bowhead Baleen! Tundra
Times, Fairbanks, AK, July 12, 15(28):4.

Briefly describes bowhead baleen and its use by the whale in capturing its food, including a drawing
showing a cross section of the mouth and how baleen filters food from the water. The long, tough
fibers forming the baleen plates were so strong that they were once used for many applications now
taken over by fiberglass or plastics.

WESTERN ARCTIC
NUTRITION-feeding; WHALING—western Arctic, commercial, utilization, baleen.
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DAVIS, ROLPH A., KERWIN J. FINLEY, and W. JOHN RICHARDSON.

1980. The present status and future management of Arctic marine mammals in Canada.
Prepared for Science Advisory Board Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T., by
LGL Ltd., Environ. Res. Assoc., Toronto, Canada, 93 p. Avail. from Dep. Info., Gov.
Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, NNW.T. X1A 2L9.

Reviews the available information on marine mammals in the Canadian Arctic with respect to the
future management of these species. The amount of information presented for each species
correlates with what is known about each and is supported by important references. Contains
sections on primary production processes, limits to secondary production, important food chains
involving marine mammals, information required for management, species accounts for 10 species,
concepts of sustainable yield, summary of gaps in management information, conclusions and
recommendations, and literature cited. Contains a discussion of bowheads in the eastern and
western Arctic, including food, feeding and food chains (p. 14, figs. 5, 7, 8), distribution, status and
size of populations, population structure and dynamics, and harvest and utilization (p. 37-39.).

WESTERN ARCTIC, EASTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration, diving; DISTRIBUTION-history; NUTRITION—food, feeding; POPULATION-abundance;
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation, management; REPRODUCTION-mating, parturition; WHALING-western
Arctic, eastern Arctic, commercial, native, catch, utilization.

DAVIS, WILLIAM M.

1874. Nimrod of the sea; or, the American whaleman. Harper & Brothers, Pubs., New
York. 403 p. (Republished in 1972 by the Christopher Publ. House, North Quincy,
Mass., with addition of a foreword and an Appendix E, 405 p.).

Combining personal experiences recorded in his well-detailed journal and the adventures of others
the author presents a quarter century of whaling during the 17th century (p. 14, 17). The final two
chapters (23 and 24) and Appendix A describe right and bowhead whales and hunting methods
employed to take them.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-swimming; DISTRIBUTION—former; NUTRITION—food, feeding behavior; WHALING—western Arctic, commercial,

gear, drawings.

DeARMOND, ROBERT N.

1937. War's end in Bering Sea. Alaska Sportsman 3(7):11, 36-38, 40—42. (Reprinted
1981 in V. McKinney (compiler and editor), The Alaska Journal, a 1981 collection, p.
80-83.)

Account of the capture and destruction of Yankee whaling vessels by the Confederate ship
Shenandoah in 1865. The Shenandoah cruised for 13 months and covered 58,000 miles. Although
she neither took a life nor lost one, she captured 38 Yankee ships; 25 of them after the Civil War was
over.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial.
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DECHASEAUX, COLETTE.

1961. Cetacea. In Jean Piveteau, Traite de paleontologie, Tome 6, vol. 1:831-886.
Masson et Cie, Paris. (In French.) Transl. by Sharon Masingale.

A systematic review of cetacea. Figure 11 [p. 842] contains a drawing of the pelvis and posterior limb
of Balaena mysticetus from Vialleton [1933].

CIRCUMPOLAR
IDENTITY-taxonomy; MORPHOLOGY-structure.

DELYAMURE, S. L.

1955. Gel'mintofauna morskikh mlekopitayushchikh v svete ikh ekologii i filogenii
(Helminthofauna of marine mammals (ecology and phylogeny)). 1zd. Akad. Nauk
SSSR, Moscow, 517 p. (In Russian.) (Transl. by Israel Program. Sci. Transl., 1968,
522 p., available U.S. Dep. Commer., Natl. Tech. Inf. Serv., Springfield, VA, as
TT67-51202.).

As a result of the research work of Soviet and other authors, 168 species of helminths that parasitize
pinnipeds and cetaceans have been described. These comprise 42 trematode, 41 cestode, 65
nematode, and 20 acanthocephalan species. Subjects covered include taxonomy, discovery,
anatomy and morphometry, development, hosts and organs affected. Appendices contain tables on
distribution of helminths according to hosts and lists those from seals and whales of Soviet waters.
Parasites found in bowhead whales are Lecithodesmus qoliath (p. 29), Phyllobothrium dephini (p.
194), Crassicauda crassicauda (p. 306), and Bolbosoma balaenae (p. 328).

WESTERN ARCTIC
PATHOLOGY-parasites.

DELYAMURE, S. L.

1961. O neobkhodimosti vsestoronne i sistematicheski issledovat' parazitov
promyslovykh morskikh mlekopitaiushchikh (The necessity for a thorough and
systematic investigation of commercial sea mammal parasites). Tr. Soveshch.
Ikhtiol. Kom. Akad. Nauk SSSR 12:39-55. (In Russian.) (Transl. by Joint Publ. Res.
Serv., 1963, 18 p., available U.S. Dep. Commer., Natl. Tech. Inf. Serv., Springfield,
VA, as 0TS:63-21211.)

Briefly reviews information on parasites from about 600 publications covering 174 known species of
helminths. A table six pages long lists the parasite, host, localization (where found in host), and
geographic location where found. Helminths found in bowheads include Lecitodesmus goliath (p.
45), and Phyllobothrium delphini (p. 47).

WESTERN ARCTIC
PATHOLOGY-parasites.
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DeSMET, W. M. A.

1977. The regions of the cetacean vertebral column. /In R. J. Harrison (editor), Functional
anatomy of marine mammals, Vol. 3, p. 59-80. Academic Press, London, New
York, San Francisco.

Table | (p. 63) presents data about the skeleton of a right whale, B. mysticetus, in the collection of
the Institut Royal des Sciences naturelles de Belgique. The seven cervical vertebrae of B. mysticetus
form a fused mass. The author also gives a formula for describing cervical vertebrae of three
cetaceans, including B. mysticetus.

GENERAL
MORPHOLOGY-structure, skeleton.

DEWHURST, HENRY WILLIAM.

1834. The natural history of the Order Cetacea, and the oceanic inhabitants of the Arctic
regions. Publ. by the author, London, 331 p.

A compilation of knowledge on the natural history of marine inhabitants of the Arctic regions, based
upon the author's own observations on a cruise to “...the Greenland and adjacent seas in the year
1824, as principal surgeon of the ship Neptune of London...”, and upon a review of the significant
literature up until that time. The species account for Balaena mysticetus (p. 15—-41) and information
on Arctic whaling and the whaling industry is mostly derived from the works of W. Scoresby. Also
contains accounts of invertebrates, fish, and sea serpents.

EASTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR; DISTRIBUTION—eastern Arctic, GROWTH; IDENTITY- description, names; MORPHOLOGY-measurements;
NUTRITION-food, feeding; PREDATION & COMPETITORS; REPRODUCTION; WHALING- eastern Arctic, commercial,
catch, gear, drawings, utilization.

DIVOKY, GEORGE JOSEPH.

1972. The pelagic birds and mammals of the Chukchi Sea in fall. M.S. Thesis, Michigan
State Univ., East Lansing, 97 p. (Unpublished.)

Observations of pelagic birds and mammals were made in the eastern Chukchi Sea between
September 22 and October 17, 1970 aboard the U.S. Coast Guard vessel Glacier. Single whales
tentatively identified as bowheads (Balaena mysticetus) were observed on September 24 at 71°08'N,
158°55'W and on October 1 at 70°34'N, 163°16'W. Both individuals were next to the pack ice. No
gray whales (Eschrichtius gibbosus) were observed in the fall of 1970, but a group of five to eight
killer whales (Orcinus orca) was observed in a lead in the ice at 70°05'N, 168°53'W on October 8. In
1971, while aboard the Glacier en route from Long Beach, California, to Barrow, Alaska, the author
observed a single gray whale in the Bering Strait on August 13 and a group of five on August 14 ten
miles north of Cape Lisburne.

WESTERN ARCTIC
DISTRIBUTION-sightings, Balaena mysticetus, Eschrichtius gibbosus, Orcinus orca.
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DOHL, THOMAS.

1981. Bowhead whale survey needs and methods. (Abstr.) In Acoustical Society of
America. 1981. San Diego workshop on the interaction between man—-made noise
and vibration and Arctic marine wildlife, February 25-29, 1980, p. 65-66. Unpub.
rep. by Acoust. Soc. Am. [Washington, D.C.], for Alaska Eskimo Whaling Comm.,
Barrow, AK 99723.

Author lists important biological and aircraft considerations that should be observed for making aerial
surveys for bowhead whales in the Beaufort Sea. (From author's abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—census, aerial.

DOUTHIT, JIM.
1969. The whalers. Alaska Sportsman 35(4):14—15, 43-44.

Brief popular description of bowhead whaling by Alaskan Eskimos, including the capture and landing
of a whale, but location and date are not given. One photograph caption describing Eddie Hopson as
a leader of a whaling crew suggests that this event occurred at Barrow. Author states muktuk has the
flavor of jungle—ripened coconut tinged with the vaguest aroma of fish.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, breathing, when shot; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, gear, catch, crews,
photographs, utilization.

DRAL, A. D. G.

1977. On the retinal anatomy of Cetacea (mainly Tursiops truncatus). In R. J. Harrison
(editor), Functional anatomy of marine mammals, Vol. 3, p. 81-134. Academic
Press, London, New York, San Francisco.

Reviews knowledge from literature about retinal anatomy of Cetacea. Reference is made several
times to work of Ritter (1864). Ritter’s findings from histological studies of B. mysticetus are
compared to research of others with other species.

EASTERN ARCTIC
PHYSIOLOGY-receptors.

DREWANCE, GEORGE.
1941. The Bear went to the rescue. Alaska Sportsman 7(11):16-18, 20-24.

Account of American whaling vessels caught in the western Arctic ice over the winter of 1897-98,
and the rescue effort put in operation by the U.S. Revenue Cutter Bear commanded by Captain
Francis Tuttle. An overland relief party led by Lieutenant Jarvis drove a herd of reindeer from the
Seward Peninsula to Barrow to provide food for the stranded whalers.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, photographs.
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DRIGGS, JOHN B.

1908. Natives capture nearly 70 bears. (Letter to the Nome Daily Nugget.) The Nome
Daily Nugget, Nome, Alaska, April 21, 8(95):1.

In a communication to the Nome newspaper, J. B. Driggs stated “The annual whaling season will
begin the latter part of April, when twenty-two whaling crews will move out on the ice to watch for
bowheads. Most of the canoes are not well manned.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration, timing; WHALING—-Chukchi Sea, native, crews.

DUNBAR, M. J.
1953. Arctic and subarctic marine ecology: immediate problems. Arctic 6(2):75-90.

Plankton production and biology, benthonic and littoral fauna, and fishes and marine animals of the
arctic present problems to the fisheries and Eskimos of the area. Diagram (p. 85) illustrates the
biological cycle in the arctic and subarctic marine zones. The Greenland whale or bowhead was
brought to the verge of extinction by European commercial whalers. “The Eskimo, by themselves
and uninfluenced by Europeans, had struck a natural balance between themselves and their sea
mammal resources. They were themselves part of an established ecological system. Since the
almost complete extinction of the bowhead before the First World War, it has been given protection,
and there are signs now that the population has been very slowly increasing...”

EASTERN ARCTIC
NUTRITION—food; POPULATION-abundance; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management; WHALING-eastern Arctic,
commercial, native.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1966a. The biology of the bowhead whale. Two—year progress report working copy for
the Arctic Institute of North America. Rep. prepared for Arctic Inst. North Am.,
subcontract ONR-376, 57 p. (Available from Naval Arctic Res. Lab., Barrow,
Alaska.). (Unpublished.)

Discusses the anatomy of bowhead whales taken by Alaskan Eskimos for subsistence during 1961
through 1966, and gray whales taken during that period by both Eskimo whalers and a commercial
whaling station at Richmond, California, from 1964 to 1967. Subjects discussed were: parasites,
disease and deformities, predation, mouth, throat grooves, stomach and contents, blowhole, larynx,
eye, ear, skeleton, body regions, pelvic bones, reproductive systems, and the urinary bladder.

WESTERN ARCTIC

FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-museums, specimens; MORPHOLOGY-anatomy; NUTRITION—food and feeding;
PATHOLOGY-disease; parasites; POPULATION-mortality, whaling, strandings; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS;
REPRODUCTION-anatomy; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, native, catch.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1966b. Body regions in the bowhead whale (Balaena mysticetus) in light of adaptive
changes in the axial skeleton. Paper submitted to the Forty-sixth Ann. Meet. Am.
Soc. Mammal., June 12-16, 1966, Calif. State College at Long Beach.

Body regions, sharply defined in land mammals, are less distinct in marine mammals; author
describes differences that exist between the two. (From author's abstract.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-skeleton.



118

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1969. A new approach to correlating the age of the bowhead whale with the structure of
the baleen plates. (Abstr.) Western Society of Naturalists, Fiftieth Ann. Meet.,
Abstracts of symposium and contributed papers, p. 26 (Held in Los Angeles,
California, Dec., 27-30, 1969.) Abstracts available from California State Polytechnic
College, San Luis Obispo.

Author describes measuring transverse sculpturing on the baleen plates of bowhead whales with a
modified machinist’'s micrometer to determine age. He reports that his “...speculation on age derived
from baleen agrees with my size classes of immature whales and with my meager reproductive data
derived from measuring the size of testes and counting scars on ovaries.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-age determination, baleen, device.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1972a. Greenland or bowhead whale. In Alice Seed (compiler), Baleen whales in eastern
North Pacific and Arctic waters, p. 10-14. Pac. Search, Seattle, Wash.

Describes the bowhead whale; its adaptations to the Arctic environment since Miocene geologic
time; migration; food and feeding; reproduction; behavior; whaling and its products useful to Eskimos
and industry, predators, and disease. Includes a discussion of the effects on bowheads of drift ice
cycles in the Arctic. From 1600 to 1910 there were five known drift ice advances at about 60 year
intervals with subcycles also interspersed within the major cycles. These drift ice cycles had a direct
effect upon the capture of bowheads by Eskimos and commercial whalers.

CIRCUMPOLAR

BEHAVIOR-reactions, migration, ice—breaking; DISTRIBUTION—circumpolar, factors affecting; IDENTITY—description;
MORPHOLOGY-measurements, structure; NUTRITION—food and feeding; PATHOLOGY—parasites; POPULATION—
abundance; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS—killer whales, sharks; REPRODUCTION-parturition, periodicity; WHALING—
circumpolar, history, commercial, native, utilization.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1972b. History of bowhead whaling. /n Alice Seed (compiler), Baleen whales in eastern
North Pacific and Arctic waters, p. 5-9. Pac. Search, Seattle, Wash.

History of whaling for bowheads by Eskimos and commercial interests is briefly reviewed. Fully
mature whales, the target of all commercial whalers, yielded as much as 30 tons of oil and 10-12
foot long baleen weighing about 2,000 pounds. When petroleum began to replace whale oil in the
1860s, the lowered demand and price for whale oil only accelerated the whaler's search for baleen
and the rest of the carcass was discarded. Thus about 10 tons of meat, or about 20% of the total
weight of the whale, and some 20 tons of blubber, or about 40% of the total weight, were wasted by
the commercial whalers to obtain about one ton of baleen which amounted to about 2% of the total
weight of a large whale. Bowhead whaling ended soon after the discovery of plastics around 1908.

CIRCUMPOLAR
WHALING—circumpolar, commercial, native, catch, utilization.
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DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1972c. Eskimo effort in bowhead whaling at Pt. Barrow, Alaska. Univ. Southern Calif.,
Los Angeles. (Available Arctic Inst. North Am., Univ. Calgary, 2500 Univ. Dr. N.W.,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N 1N4, Rep. ONR-367, 19 p.). (Unpublished).

A critique contrasting historical and present day whaling methods used by Eskimos at Point Barrow,
Alaska, to take bowhead whales. Contains information on numbers of crews, equipment used,
whales caught and their utilization, method for estimating the weight of whales and thus their value
for subsistence, and the cost to a captain required in order to support a whaling crew for about 6
weeks. Also discusses subsistence needs of the Eskimos and how the bowhead presently relates to
this need.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, gear, catch, utilization.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1972d. Biology of the bowhead whale (Balaena mysticetus L.) in the western Arctic.
Unpubl. ms., 93 p. plus 15 tables and 69 figures. Avail. From Dep. Biology,
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 90007.

Detailed account describing biology of the bowhead whale based upon data obtained from field
research examining animals caught by Alaskan Eskimos, primarily at Barrow from 1961 to 1972, and
information gleaned from the literature. The text is accompanied by numerous illustrations
(unorganized) and tables containing a considerable amount of morphological information on a
species about which little was known at the time.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-swimming, respiratory, hearing; DISTRIBUTION—former, present, circumpolar; FIELD & LABORATORY
TECHNIQUES-age determination, field recognition, measurement, specimens, museums; GROWTH-length, weight;
IDENTITY-races; MORPHOLOGY-measurements, structure; NUTRITION—food; PATHOLOGY—injuries, scars, parasites;
PHYSIOLOGY-integument; POPULATION-recruitment, sex ratio, size, mortality, whaling; REPRODUCTION-fecundity,
gestation, mating, parturition; WHALING—Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, native, catch, photographs.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1972e. Variation and the ingutuk problem in the bowhead whale. Unpubl. manuscr., 16
p. Univ. Southern Calif., Los Angeles, 90007. (Copy avail. Natl. Mar. Mammal Lab.,
Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv., NOAA, 7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Bldg. 4, Seattle, WA
98115.)

Alaskan Eskimo whalers contend that a whale known to them as ingutuk is a species different from
the well-known bowhead, citing several morphological features as proof. After reviewing the
literature, interviews with Eskimo whalers, and studying his own field observations, author concludes
the evidence indicates we should continue to recognize Balaena mysticetus as a monotypic species.

CIRCUMPOLAR
IDENTITY-nomenclature, ingutuk; MORPHOLOGY-anatomy, comparative; WHALING-circumpolar, commercial, native,
catch.
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DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1973a. Ancient and current methods of taking the bowhead whale. Univ. Alaska,
Anchorage, Alaska Sea Grant Rep. 73-9, 15 p. Excerpts of this paper reprinted as
“An historical perspective on Eskimo whaling and the bowhead controversy” by
ORCA (1979), 1(1):5-6.

Briefly describes the various hunting techniques used by whalers on the Arctic coast from pre—
historic times to the present. Citing accounts by several explorers, historians, geographers and
whalers, author notes regional variations in Eskimo techniques for taking bowheads. In a personal
communication to the author, Dr. T. Poulter stated that in 1968 twenty Eskimo boats were out
hunting under sail, from St. Lawrence Island. Experience and methods used by Yankee whalers
during the 1800s are reviewed and the effect of the industry upon Eskimo whaling is discussed,
including a comparison of whaling techniques. International whaling codes are discussed, noting that
they fail to recognize that modern whaling by Alaskan Eskimos includes the use of whaling guns and
bombs originally introduced by the Yankee whalers, a practice bearing little resemblance to
aboriginal whaling described in the whaling codes. Author concludes by recommending Eskimos
return to the old Eskimo technique of killing whales and to practice conservation to preserve the
bowhead stock for future generations.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-regulation; WHALING-history, western Arctic, commercial, native, crews, gear,
utilization.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.
1973b. U.S. to continue bowhead whale research. BioScience 23(8):491.

“The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has taken steps to ensure continuation of
ongoing research on bowhead whales. A contract has been signed with the University of California
and Floyd Durham, who has worked with bowhead whales and the Eskimo people in the Alaskan
Arctic for the past decade. During this time, Durham has studied the biology of the bowhead whale
including reproduction, food habits, and size, in addition to gathering data on the number of whales
taken by the Eskimos. The bowhead is on the Endangered Species List and is protected by the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, but the Eskimos are permitted to take the mammals for
subsistence and for handicraft work. Data obtained by Durham have been made available to the
Federal government and to the International Whaling Commission, and the flow of information will
continue under the new arrangement.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; NUTRITION—food; REPRODUCTION; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch.
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DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1973c. Census and spring migration studies on the bowhead whale in western Arctic in
1973. Rep. by Allan Hancock Found., Univ. Southern Calif., Los Angeles, for Natl.
Mar. Fish. Serv. [Mar. Mammal Div.], Seattle, Wash. (Available Natl. Mar. Mammal
Lab., Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv., NOAA, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115.)
(Unpublished.)

Report of bowhead whaling and catch by Alaskan Eskimos during spring 1973. These field studies,
funded by the Marine Mammal Division of the NMFS, culminated annual excursions made by the
author to the Arctic since 1961 to study the bowhead. Although the reported catch for the spring
season is incomplete, this report is the first in a series produced annually since then by the MMD
(now the National Marine Mammal Laboratory) on the harvest of bowhead whales by Alaskan
Eskimos. Subjects discussed includes the author's itinerary, a catalog of whales killed, an inventory
of specimens provided to NMML, whale measurement records, a summary of whale measurements,
crews and their equipment, spring catch of bowheads, a census of migrating bowheads, copies of
letters mailed by the author to obtain information on bowhead whales, and a discussion of whale
losses during the season. The catch of whales by village was: Barrow (15), Wainwright (3), and Point
Hope (5).

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES—-specimens collected; MORPHOLOGY-measurements;
POPULATION-abundance; REPRODUCTION-newborn calf; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, crews, catch,
utilization.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1973d. Eskimo fact and fiction about the bowhead whale. Pacific Search 7(4):8-10.
Reprinted in edited form by Whalewatcher (1981), 15(4):3-5.

Article briefly recounts some of the Alaskan Eskimo’s beliefs concerning the bowhead whale.

WESTERN ARCTIC
ANTHROPOLOGY-Alaskan Eskimos; PREDATORS & COMPETITORS—killer whale; REPRODUCTION-parturition, Eskimo
belief; WHALING-native, catch, photograph.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1979a. The catch of bowhead whales (Balaena mysticetus) by Eskimos, with emphasis
on the western Arctic. Nat. Hist. Mus. Los Angel. Cty., Contrib. Sci. 314, 14 p.

Conditions favorable for shore-based whaling by Alaskan Eskimos are described. Catch statistics are
presented for the villages of Barrow, 1852-1973; Point Hope, 1879-1973; and Wainwright, 1922-
1973. Although the annual catch for these three villages averaged 12.5 whales per year, that for
several minor stations active from 1961 to 1973 averaged only 2 whales per year. (From author's
abstract.)

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; DISTRIBUTION—former and present; WHALING-eastern Arctic, western Arctic, native, catch.
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DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1979b. Recent trends in bowhead whaling by Eskimos in the western Arctic with
emphasis on utilization. Center for Environ. Educ., Washington, D.C., 53 p.
(Unpublished.)

Compares past and modern day equipment and techniques used by Eskimos to take bowhead
whales. Subjects discussed include: equipment employed to take whales, the fate of struck and lost
whales, sex and size data on whales caught, exploitation of newborn calves and cows, futility of
taking very large whales, utilization, changing food preferences of Eskimos, and trends in
regulations. Contains data on several whales killed by Eskimos.

WESTERN ARCTIC

BEHAVIOR-migration; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; PATHOLOGY-wounds; POPULATION—sex ratios; REGULATIONS
AND CONSERVATION-regulation; REPRODUCTION-calves; WHALING—western Arctic, native, crews, gear, catch,
utilization.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.
1979c. Modern aboriginal-subsistence living. Whalewatcher 13(2):8-9.

Author believes all commercial and native whaling must be reduced and managed to protect the
remaining stocks of great whales. He especially deplores the continuing “aboriginal-subsistence”
hunt for the endangered bowhead whale in Alaska by Eskimos using “traditional” weapons, which in
fact are semi-modern guns that fire bombs. Author observed the butchering of two bowheads in
spring 1961 but location not given.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-commercial, natives, catch, gear.

DURHAM, FLOYD E.

1980. External morphology of bowhead fetuses and calves. Mar. Fish. Rev. 42(9-10):74-
80.

During a 13-year period 1961-73, the author collected specimens and measurements from several
fetal, neonatal and juvenile bowhead whales in Alaska. Although the number of specimens collected
is not large, the information reported is the first descriptive material on early development of the
species.

WESTERN ARCTIC
GROWTH-sub—adults; MORPHOLOGY-measurements; REPRODUCTION-fetuses, neonatals, calves; WHALING—Chukchi
Sea, Beaufort Sea, native catch, photographs.

EIDE, ARTHUR HANSIN.

1952. Drums of Diomede. The transformation of the Alaska Eskimo. House—Warren
Publ., Hollywood, Calif., 242 p.

Account of the author's experiences as a U.S. Government teacher on Little Diomede Island. One
photograph caption states that the oomiaks are readied for whaling and another shows eleven boats
under sail returning to the village. “During the next six months they killed 500 seals, 125 walrus, 7
white whale (beluga), 7 polar bears, and 3 bow—headed whales, each between 50 and 70 feet long
and weighing around 140,000 pounds apiece. Enough meat to last them two full years.” (p. 170.).
[Dates could not be determined from the text but the Eskimo, published in 1917 (vol. 1, no. 9, p. 7),
stated that “...two whales were caught on Little Diomede and one on Big Diomede.” The available
data therefore suggests that the three bowheads reported by Eide were probably taken in 1917.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated lengths); WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, crews, catch.
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EISENBERG, MICKEY S., and THOMAS R. BENDER.
1978. Botulism in Alaska. Alaska, Aug., 44(8):64-65.

Article by two medical doctors describes botulism, its cause, foods it is frequently found in (including
whale meat), symptoms of illness, and that it frequently ends in death. Thus far, all reported cases in
Alaska have involved natives, and in all instances the iliness has been associated with eating
uncooked subsistence foods. At the head of the article is a photograph of a bowhead whale being
butchered at Barrow (only identification provided is the photographer, Dr. J. Kenneth Fleshman.)

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-Chukchi Sea, natives, catch (unidentified), photograph, utilization (sickness).

EISLER, DAVID C.

1978. Subsistence activities in the proposed Bering Land Bridge National Reserve.
Anthropology and Historic Preservation Cooperative Park Studies Unit, Univ.
Alaska, Fairbanks. 123 p. rep. Available from U.S. Dep. Inter., Nat. Park Serv.,
Anchorage, Alaska. (Unpublished.)

Detailed account of subsistence activities conducted by Eskimos from the villages of Shishmaref,
Brevig Mission, Teller, Deering, and Wales, Alaska. Near Shishmaref, “Seukat (“a point of land”) was
a site where beluga were driven on the Serpentine River. The bones are still to be seen at this site. It
is also reported that a black whale was driven onto this spot.” (p. 16). At Wales, “Whaling activities
[for bowhead whales] declined in the 1960’s but made a partial comeback in the early ‘70’s. Today,
although the men have not caught a whale in several years, a few crews go out every year in the
search. In 1977, one whale was shot, but it could not be retrieved. A whale catch today is very highly
valued. However, costs of outfitting a crew and boat are high, the amount of time spent in the search
is great, there are hazards, and the whales are less frequently seen than in the past.”(p. 98).

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance, mortality, whaling, struck but lost; WHALING—-western Arctic, native, catch, crews, utilization.

ESKIMO.
1916a. Eskimo news. Eskimo 1(1):6.

“Warren Adloot of Wales, who has been the regular Mission interpreter at Wales for years, and the
official interpreter of the “Bear,” is now the great big “Oomalik” at Wales. He killed the first whale
caught there in ten years. Warren furnished enough fresh meat to feed every family at Wales for a
month, and gave away most of the bone.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, native, catch, crews, utilization.

ESKIMO.
1916b. Schools and teachers. Eskimo 1(2):8.

“Mr. and Mrs. Dupertius who have been assigned to the school at St. Lawrence Island will certainly
have their hands full. In addition to the school work there is a cooperative store that is run for the
benefit of the natives. This store has been financially successful during the past few years, and the
natives have recently purchased two powerful gasoline motors with the surplus funds to be used in
their whaling operations.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, gear.
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ESKIMO.
1917a. Ayoukytookty says. Eskimo 1(7):4.

“It is reported that there has been a great shortage of whales [species not stated] all along the coast
this year, in other words there is “a crying need for blubber.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION-abundance.

ESKIMO.
1917b. Eskimo news [Little and Big Diomede Islands]. Eskimo 1(9):7.

“It is reported that two whales were caught on Little Diomede and one on Big Diomede.” [Species not
stated]

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1917c. Hunting and trapping. [News items]. Eskimo 1(10):7.

“Kivalina: 2 whales [species not stated]. Point Hope: 1 whale [species not stated] is reported from
that place...”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1917d. Schools and teachers [News items]: Gambell. Eskimo 1(12):8.

“The meat supply was low at this place last year, says Mr. John Dupertuis in his annual report,
because many people were sick and the well ones had to remain home nursing the sick instead of
hunting. Many deaths occurred. Three whales [species not noted] were caught and proved a
Godsend to the people.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Sea, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1917e. Whaling. Eskimo 2(1):12.

“Many whales were sighted off Wainwright this year, but none were captured by the natives because
the small ice prevented the canoes from approaching close enough. Three canoes whaled steadily
for several weeks. Two whales were shot and lost, the sea—monsters sinking under the ice before
the men could reach them. Mr. Earl Forest's annual report tells of large whales rising at the small
holes in the ice and raising the surrounding masses with their bulk. The ice would crack and rise in
small hillocks and the huge creatures would suddenly be revealed.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-breathing, breaking ice; POPULATION-mortality, struck and lost; WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, gear,
crews, catch.
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ESKIMO.
1918. Point Hope and Prince of Wales. Eskimo 2(8):5.

Five whales were taken at Point Hope. The first whale in 2 years was caught at Prince of Wales, but
the hunters were not able to land it because the ice came in and carried it away.

WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION—mortality, killed but lost; WHALING—western Arctic, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1936. Whale. Eskimo 3(4):7.

“The scarcity of the whale in the opening years of the 20th century, is shown by the statement in
“The Eskimo” of September 1916, that Warren Adeooat of Wales.. .killed the first whale caught there
in ten years. “The Eskimo Bulletin,” published at Wales in 1902, gives the Kkill of the year before at
eight whales.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, catch, crews.

ESKIMO.
1937. Kivalina. Eskimo 4(1):7.

Four whales were killed at Point Hope during the spring of 1936.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1938. Notes from the reindeer ranges. Eskimo 5(3):7.

“Wainwright says: “Four whales [species not stated] killed last spring [1938] and something like
fifteen Oogoorook. Oogoorook hunting bad last spring, we usually get about 50, but was bad hunting
last spring.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1941. Wainwright. Eskimo 8(1):5.

“The Wainwright Eskimo is a hunter man, during 1939-40 the catch of the village was 7 walrus, 10
wolves, and 16 cubs; 275 fox.” Since no whale catch was mentioned, apparently no bowheads were
captured during the spring of 1940 [assuming the time period reported on extended from the winter
of 1939 through the summer of 1940, when walrus would be taken].

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.

ESKIMO.
1943. Point Hope. Eskimo 10(2,3):2.

Reverend Gordon writes that the spring whaling was short of hunters, owing to the war draft.

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native.
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ESKIMO.
1975. Photographs. Eskimo, New Ser. 9:18-19.

Contains two photographs showing remains of a bowhead whale killed in 1971 at Hall Beach by S.
Amimiarjuk. (Also see photograph in Mitchell and Reeves, 1981, p. 649).

EASTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-eastern Arctic, native, catch, crews, photographs.

ESKIMO BULLETIN.

1893. Local items [News items]: two whales. Eskimo Bull. 1(1):1. [Cape Prince of Wales,
Alaska.]

In this hand printed news pamphlet issued in May by W. T. Lopp, editor and publisher, under the
heading “Local items” he succinctly reported “Two whales.” [The apparent meaning is that two
bowhead whales were taken by local Eskimos this spring.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, catch.

ESKIMO BULLETIN.
1895. Locals [News items]: no whales. Eskimo Bull. 2(1):4.

This news pamphlet issued in June simply stated “No whales.” [The apparent meaning is that no
bowhead whales were caught by Cape Prince of Wales this spring.]

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, catch.

ESKIMO BULLETIN.
1897. Chief Kokituk’s death. Eskimo Bull. 3 (July):1, 3—4.

On the night of January 2, 1897 at Cape Prince of Wales, Chief Kokituk was shot and stabbed to
death by two brothers. Kokituk, a young man about 28 years old, “...had always been a successful
trader and hunter, having killed one whale, and more white bears than any other native here.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Strait, native, catch, crews.

ESKIMO BULLETIN.

1897. Locals [News items]: Several whales were seen, but none captured. Eskimo Bull. 3
(July):2-3.

This news pamphlet issued in July simply stated “Several whales were seen, but none captured.”
[The apparent meaning is that no bowhead whales were caught by Cape Prince of Wales hunters
this spring.] Included in several news items concerning whaling vessel activities is this: “Capt.
Williams took advantage of a south wind and went to Pt. Hope before coaling. He reports that out of
thirty-two whales caught there, only two were big ones.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—-western Arctic, Bering Strait, Chukchi Sea, native, catch.
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ESKIMO BULLETIN.
1898. Locals [News items]: Two whales—calves. Eskimo Bull. 4 (July): 2,4.

Brief mention is made (p. 2) of “two whales—calves” for Cape Prince of Wales. [The apparent
meaning is that two young bowhead whales were caught by local whalers this spring.] A news item
concerning Point Hope (p. 4) states: “Two small whales are the catch of 70 canoes and whale—
boats.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
WHALING—western Arctic, Bering Strait, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, crews.

EVERITT, ROBERT D., and BRUCE D. KROGMAN.

1979. Sexual behavior of bowhead whales observed off the north coast of Alaska. Arctic
32(3):277-280.

During aerial surveys conducted off the north coast of Alaska from April 30 to June 30, 1976, six
bowhead whales were observed on May 8 engaging in sexual behavior. Their activities are reported
and illustrated with a drawing and photograph. These observations help support previous
conclusions that bowheads may mate during the spring migration.

WESTERN ARCTIC
BEHAVIOR-migration; REPRODUCTION-mating, photograph.

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.
1970. Photographs. Fairbanks Daily News—Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, May 28, p. 6.

(Photograph caption) “BARROW SPRING-Springtime in Barrow does not mean ice cream for these
village youngsters, but also it is the time for the whaling season. Eleven bowhead whales have been
taken at Barrow up to now with some measuring 70 feet long and weighing 70 tons. Bottom photo
shows meat butchered and ready for storage in underground freezer pits.” (Wien Consolidated
Airlines photos by Frank Whaley)

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements (estimated length); WHALING-western Arctic, Chukchi Sea, native, catch, photograph.

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.

1978a. One crew defies whaling order. Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska,
May 8, p. 1 and 2.

During spring bowhead whaling at Barrow in 1978, a dispute arose between native hunters and U.S.
government agents over whether two of the four whales captured to date were bowheads or right
whales that were not subject to the quota (the quota for Barrow was three bowheads, thus they had
exceeded the village quota by one whale.). The chairman of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
requested the 20-plus crews on the ice to come ashore to avoid a confrontation with federal agents
and all complied except one. It was also noted that Wainwright had taken the first of two whales
allotted to it.

WESTERN ARCTIC
REGULATION & CONSERVATION-management, quotas; POPULATION—mortality, whaling, struck and lost; WHALING—
Chukchi Sea, natives, catch, crews.
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FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.

1978b. Editorial: Peace in Barrow. Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, May
9,p.4.

Describes event when Barrow natives exceeded the first ever quota allotted to Alaskan whaling
villages and the whalers claimed only two of the four they had taken were bowheads. The claim was
not allowed by authorities who then stated it was an honest dispute and no prosecution would follow.
As of yesterday, a total of nine whales had been taken, Wales, Kivalina and Wainwright were the
only villages still entitled to hunt. Wainwright had only taken one of two whales it was allowed, and
Barrow hunters stopped whaling after taking four whales and striking but losing a fifth.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-Nomenclature, ingutuk; POPULATION—mortality, whaling, struck and lost; REGULATION & CONSERVATION-
Quota; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.

1978c. Photograph caption: Cutting up a whale. Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks,
Alaska, May 9, p. 2.

“Eskimos from the village of Wainwright mark up this 53-foot long bowhead whale for cutting. The
whale, the ninth taken by Eskimos this season, was killed early Saturday [May 6th] in the Arctic
Ocean near Wainwright.”

WESTERN ARCTIC
MORPHOLOGY-measurements; POPULATION-mortality, whaling; WHALING-Chukchi Sea, native, catch, photograph.

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.

1978d. Whale studied to determine its species. Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks,
Alaska, May 10, p. 2.

Specimens from one of the disputed whales taken at Barrow this spring have been sent to a
laboratory to confirm that the animal is a bowhead whale; the Eskimos claim the whale is an ingutuk,
a species other than a bowhead. Two of the four whales taken by Barrow hunters this spring are
claimed by them to be of this type.

WESTERN ARCTIC
IDENTITY-—nomenclature, ingutuk; POPULATION—mortality, whaling; REGULATION & CONSERVATION—quota; WHALING-
Chukchi Sea, natives, catch.
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FAO ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MARINE RESOURCES RESEARCH. WORKING
PARTY ON MARINE MAMMALS.

1978. Mammals in the seas. Volume 1. Report of the FAO Advisory Committee on
Marine Resources Research. Working Party on Marine Mammals. FAO Fish. Ser.5,
vol. 1, 264 p.

A comprehensive review of the status of marine mammal species and populations, their roll in
marine ecosystems, effects of human activities on marine mammals, and vice versa, conservation
and management, research and recommendations. Although no worthwhile estimates of stock sizes
are available, the bowhead whale (p. 58-59) population is thought to be far below an estimate of
5,000 made in the 1960s. The absence of an increase in sightings in recent years may be due to
inadequate sightings effort and/or to the suppression of any increase in abundance, at least in some
areas, by continuing catches by Eskimos under the IWC’s “aboriginal clause.” An average of 30 to 40
bowheads per year has been taken by eight Eskimo communities in northwestern Alaska. This
landed catch is less than the total catch. Estimates of the ratio of whales struck and lost to those
landed range from 1:1 to 1:4. Since an unknown proportion of animals struck but lost may die of their
wounds, it is not possible to estimate the total kill. An additional source of concern about the effects
of the Alaskan Eskimo fishery on the bowhead population is the fact that, since 1970, there has been
a significant increase in the number of whaling crews. One bowhead was taken in 1975 in the
eastern Canadian Arctic, and effort in that area also appears to be increasing. One or two bowheads
are also taken annually by Siberian natives. A need to redefine aboriginal fishery and subsistence is
discussed on p. 171-172.

EASTERN ARCTIC, WESTERN ARCTIC
POPULATION—-abundance, mortality, struck and lost; WHALING—eastern Arctic, western Arctic, native, catch.

FAO ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MARINE RESOURCES RESEARCH. WORKING
PARTY ON MARINE MAMMALS.

1981. Mammals in the seas. Volume 3, general papers and large cetaceans. FAO Fish.
Ser. 5, vol. 3, 504 p.

Contains 14 general papers covering management objectives and modelling techniques, followed by
24 papers on large cetaceans that discuss the status of various species, techniques for population
assessment, management, exploitation, and growth and energy budgets. Three of the papers (J.
Bockstoce, p. 163—-170; W.M.A. DeSmet, p. 301-309; K. R. Martin, p. 369-373) provide information
on bowhead whaling, fossil remains, and museum collections of vessel logbooks and whalemens’
journals as a source of data on whale species and whaling.

CIRCUMPOLAR
ARCHAEOLOGY-paleontology; DISTRIBUTION-history; POPULATION- mortality; WHALING-history, eastern Arctic,
western Arctic, commercial, native, catch.
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FAY, F. H.

1975. Mammals and birds. /n D. W. Hood and Y. Takenouti (editors), Bering Sea
oceanography: an update 1972—-1974, Results of a seminar and workshop on
Bering Sea oceanography under auspices of the U.S.—Japan Program, Office Int.
Programs Natl. Sci. Found.—Sci. Council of Japan, p. 133—138. Univ. Alaska,
Fairbanks, Inst. Mar. Sci. Rep. 75-2.

Mentions that the Marine Mammal Division, National Marine Fisheries Service, recently began
investigations of the bowhead population and its utilization by Eskimos of northern Alaska. Effort is
centered in the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas. The population is believed to be about 1,000 whales
and to be increasing steadily. Acoustic and aerial remote sensing are being used for population
assessment, and more efficient harvest methods for Eskimos are being investigated.
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1966. Aerovizual’nye nablyudeniya za morskimi mlekopitayushchimi v Beringovom i
chukotskom moryakh (Aerial observations on marine mammals in the Bering and
Chukchi Seas). In: K. I. Panin (ed.), Nastayashchii tom izvestii TINRO
posvyashchei rezul'tatam issledovanii morskikh mlekopitayushchikh (Soviet
research on marine mammals in the Far East), Izv. Tikhookean Nauchn.-issled.
Inst. Rybn. Khoz. Okeanogr. 58:173-177. In Russian. (Transl. By U.S. Joint Publ.
Res. Serv., 1966, p. 98-102, avail. Transl. Program, Natl. Mar. Fish. Serv.,
Washington, D.C.)

During the time period September 28 to December 17, 1960, flights were conducted over coastal
waters from Kresta Bay in the Gulf of Anadyr to the mouth of the Kolyma River in the Eastern
Siberian Sea, and in waters surrounding Wrangel and Herald Islands, to count walrus and other
marine mammals. Seven bowhead whales were identified: two on September 29 at 73-74°50' N Iat.
and 175-177° E long.; three on October 10 at 70-71° N lat. and 177-180° E long.; and one at 73° N
lat. and 175° W long., and one at 72-73° N lat. and 173-174° W long. on October 12.

WESTERN ARCTIC
MIGRATION-sightings; DISTRIBUTION—Chukchi Sea; FIELD & LABORATORY TECHNIQUES-census, aerial, field
recognition.

FEDOSEEV, G. A.

1982. Aerial sightings to bowhead whales distribution and their numbers in the Chukchi
and east Siberian Seas. Unpubl. Manuscr., 5 p. + 1 fig. lzv. Tikhookean. Nauchno-
issled. Inst. Rybn. Khoz. Okeanogr. (TINRO), Nagaevskaya 51, Magadan 685013,
U.S.S.R. (Submitted to the Scientific Committee, International Whaling Commission,
Cambridge, England, in June 1982 as Document SC/34/PS23.)

Reports sightings of bowhead whales recorded during aerial survey