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In the old days,
the Indians would teach their young menfolk
the way they should live.

This is the story of one particular young man
named Sonny.



Sonny’s father wanted his son to be a good hunter,
a good fisherman, and great in all
that he would do.

He began working with his son.

He showed him the things that he should do.

He prayed to his God that Sonny might be great
in all that he’d do.
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Sonny’s father put him on a strict diet
for quite some time.

One day when the father was away,
old Motherlove saw her son sitting outside,
next to the old home.

He looked so hungry:.

Old Motherlove brought him into the house,
made some soup and gave it to him to eat.






About halfway through the meal, the father returned.
When he saw that Sonny was eating,
he lost his temper.
He grabbed the bowl of soup
and threw it in the boy’s face.
He said angrily to his wife, “Don’t you know
I'm trying to make something out of this boy!”






Sonny went outside.
He thought, “This is about the end of it.
I might as well leave home”
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Sonny walked until he came to a small stream.
He laid down, tired and hungry.
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While he was asleep, he had a dream.

In his dream he saw people walking along the trail.
They were carrying octopuses.

He thought, “Well, I have nothing to lose.

I might just as well follow these people”






14

Sonny followed the people into the hills.
He came to a crystal-clear lake.
He looked down into the lake and saw some houses.
With a heavy rock to weigh him down,
he dove to the bottom of the lake.
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The chief of the tribe at the bottom of the lake
asked him, “Young man, what are you doing here?”

“My father wanted me to be a great hunter,
a great fisherman and great in everything I do,’
said Sonny.

“But I think I might have spoiled the whole thing
by my behavior.

I don’t know whether I'll ever amount to anything”
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The chief said to him, “Look at the wall.
You can see my powers up there.
Young man, I am going to give you a lesser power.
Then I'm going to send you home”
He gave one of the lesser powers to Sonny
and said, “Now, you be on your way home”
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Sonny left.
He woke up from his dream, right back where

he had fallen asleep.

\
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In the meantime, several days had gone by.
Sonny’s parents had gone from village to village
asking about their son.
But nobody had seen him.
When Sonny returned,
they were glad to have him back.
They went out and gave him a royal welcome.
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Not long after that, a whale came into the bay.
All the great fishermen and hunters
got in their canoes and went after the whale.
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Sonny got a short pole
which he sharpened at one end.
He called his little brother and said,
“Come on, Brother.
We’ll go and get that whale”
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They got into a small canoe
and paddled out into the bay.

Sonny stopped the canoe.

“Brother, that whale is going to come up
right here,” he said.

“We’ll wait here for it”
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So they waited while the other fishermen

and great hunters tried to get the whale.
But soon, sure enough,

the whale came right alongside of the boat.
Sonny took his stick and speared the whale

in a vital spot.
He killed it right there,

and then he and his brother towed it home.
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The story goes that after that,
Sonny’s people were never in want.
They had all kinds of fish and game to eat,
because Sonny had gotten his power
from his dream.
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